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lowing paffage, which you quote for that purpofe.
¢ If I am miftaken, it is without defign. "T'his
is fufficient to prevent my errors from being
imputed to me as a crime. And though you
{hould be miftaken in the fame manner, it 15 Of
very little confequence.” ¢ That is to fay,” con-
tinues your Lordthip, ¢ It is fufhcient, accord-
ding to this writer, to be perfuaded you are in
rofleflion of the truth, in order that fuch per-
{uafion, tho’ attended with the moft monftrous
errors, {hotld notbe a {ubjet of reproachy and
that every man, who profefles himfelf to be
fincere and ingenuousy fhould be accounted
religious and wife, tho’ adopting even the horrid
doctrines of atheifm. Is notthisthrowing open
the door to introduce all the modes of fuperfti-
rion, fanatical fyftems, and chimerical notions
of the human mind¢”

For your part, my Lord, Iam perfuaded,

cannot here fay, with the Curate, ]f I am mi-
fI:L/u?}I, it is without defran.  For it is very evi-

dent that 1t 1s with d(,ﬁgn you are pleafed to
sive into a miftake yourfelf, and then impofe it
on your readers. This, my Lord, I engage un-
anfwerably to prove; and make this previous
declaration, that you may be more attentive to
what 1 fay.

“The profeflion of faith by the Savoyard Cu-
rate 15 compofed of two parts.  The firfty which
15 the longelt, of the greateft importance, and
abounds moft with new and flrtking truths, 1s
intended to controvert the doirines of modern
materialifin, and to confinn the exiftence of
God and the principles ol narural religion, with
all the force the author’sabilities would amit of,
Neither your Lordfhip, nor the priefts, have ta-

YVor. X. Cg ko



254  LETTER TO THE

ken any notice of this part, the fubjelt of it be.
ing indifferent to you j for, in falt, the caule
of God affelts you but little, provided the inte.
refts of the clergy are {ecure.

The fécond part, much thorter, more irregu-
lar, and more {uperficial, contains certain doubts
and difhculties relative to revelations in general;
afcribing, however, to ours that real certitude
which 1s evident in the purity and fanctity of its
doltrines, and in that fublimity altogether di-
vine which diftinguifhed its great Author. The
defign of this{econd part, 1s to make every one
more moderate and referved in the profefhion of
his own religion, and in taxing others of diffe-
rent perfuafions with infincerity 3 by fhewing,
that the proofs of the beft were not {fo demon-
itrative as to authorife them to treat thofe as
criminals who do not {ee {fo clearly as them-
{elves. This fecond part, written modeftlyand
with all poliible refpect, is that only which hatl
attracted the attention of your Lordihip and of
the magiftrates. But you have nothing but per-
{fecution and abufe to offer in refutation of my
arcuments.  You have weighed the evil con-
fequences of doubting what is really doubtful ;
but you have not confidered the good confequen-
ces of proving what is really true.

In falt, the firlt part, which contains every
thing which 1s really eflential to religion, 1s ab-
folute ‘and decifive. The author here neither
deliberates nor doubts. Both his conicience and
reafon are fully determined; he believes, he at-
firms,and is moft {trongly perfuaded of thetruth
of what is laid down.

As to the fecond part, he begins 1ty on the

contrary, with declaring, that ¢ the e:{ami{m-

tion
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tion he 15 going to make 1s very different from
the former ; prefenting to his view nothing but
perplexity, myfteriou{nels, and oblcurity 3 that
no farther authority fhould be placed on his dif-
courfe than that of reafon; that he was igno-
rant himfelf whether he was right or wrong,
and that all his aflirmations are only {o many
rational doubts.

He propofes, therefore, his objeétions and
dificulties. At the fame time, alfo, he propo-
fes the reafons and grounds of his beliel: So
that from the whole difcufiion there refults a
certitude 1n all the effential points of religion,
and a refpectful {cepticifm concerning the reft.
Towards the end of the {econd part, he infitls
again on the circumfpection with which he
ought to be heard.

¢« If I were more pofrtive 1n myfelf, T fhould
have afflumed a more decifive and dictatorial air 4
but I am a man ignorant and fubject to error.
What can Ido more? I have opened to you my
heart without referve: What I have thought cer-
tain, I have given you as fuch ; mydoubtsI have
declared as doubts, my opinions as opinions;
and have given you my reafons for both. It re-
mains now for you to judge.”

When the author of that paper, therefore,
{ays,-¢¢ If T am miftaken, it is without defign,
which is fuflicient to prevent my errors from
being imputed to me as a crime;” I will afk
every reader of common fenfe and the leaft fin-
cerity, Whether it be on the firftor fecond part
that the fufpicion mulft fall of his being in an er-
ror ! Whether it muft fall on that which he po-
fitively afhirms to be true, or on that which he
hefitates upon ? Whether this fufpicion relates-

Ggi to
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to bis falfely believing in a God, or bhis being
in the wrong as to bis doubts concerning reye-
tation ! You, my Lord, have declared the firft,
againft all reafon, and with the {ole view of ma-
kmg me appear criminal; Imay defy your Lord-
(hip to aflign any other motive. Where then is,
L will not fay juftice, or Chriftian charity, but
your fenfe and your humanity?

But, fuppofing you could have been miftaken
45 to the object of the Curate’s {ufpicion 1n this
cale, the .very paflage you quote would have
undeceived you in fpite of yourfelf. For, when
he fays, This is fufficient fo prevent my error
from being imputed to me as a crimeyhe acknow-
ledges that fuch an error might be a crime, and
might be imputed to him, it he were not fin-
cere: But on the fuppofition that there 1s no
Ged, where 18 the crime of believing there i1s
cne ! And {fuppoling it to be a crime, whois to
impute 1t to us ¢ The fear, therefore, of being
i an error, cannotrelate to what is faid of na-
tural religion ; the difcourfe of the Curate Le-
g, in falt, a very firange heap of abfurdities
mdeed 1n the fenfe you have aferibed to ita It
15 then impolhble to fer, from the paflage you
qucte, either that 7 do not admit of natural re-
ligion, or that I do not acknewledge its neceffity.
It 15 ftill much lefs poflible to infer from thence,
that every man why profefles bimfelf fncere and
ingenuous fhould be accounted religious and wife,
though adopting the horrid deflrines of atheifm.
I will add alfo, that 1t was equally impoflible for
you to think the inference you thus drew a juft
one, If this be not demonfitrated, nothing can
poflibly be fo, or I muft be totally void of com-
mon underftanding.

Ta
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To fthew that no divine miffion can authorife
2 man to propagate abfurdities, the Curate-con-
cetves a difpute to arife between a pretender to
infpiration, whom you are pleafed to ftyle a
Chrifttan, and a rationahift, whom you areplea-
fed to call an unbeliever ; thefe he {uppoles to
talk in their own language, which he difap-
proves, and which is afluredly neither his nor
mine. On this head, you charge me with no-
toricus partialityand mﬁncerlty, and you proveit
by the foolifkinefs of the difcourfe of the firft of
thefe characters. DBut if what he fays be {o'very
foolith, why do you honour him with the name
of Chrifhian ? And 1f the rationahilt refutesonly
futile aflertions, what right have you to tax him
with infidelity ? Doth it tollow, from the abfur-
dities advanced by a pretender to infpiration;
that he muft be a Catholic? or from thofe
which a rationalift refutes, that the latter muft
be an infidel ¢ ‘

“ Jf reafon and revelation contradift each o=
thery youfay, it is certain that God would con-
tradict himfelf.”  'This 1s a very great concef-
fion, my Lord; for it is very certain that Godl
cannot contradict himfelf.  Again, ¢ You zell
us, ye impious infidels, that the tencts which we
losk wpon to be revealed, contradill eternal
truths : But it is not fufficient for you merely to
affert this.”  Certainly it is not ; let us en-
deavour, therefore, to do fomething more.

I dare fay, you already forefee the point T
aim at. Indeed, it is plain, you pafled overthis
my{terious article as if you had walkedon buin-
ing coals, on which you were afraid to truft
your feet.  You oblige me, however, to ftop you.
for a moment, even in this painful {ituation. 1
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{hall be prudent enough, however, todetain you
as little as poflible.

You will agree with me, I imagine, thatone
of thofe eternal truths, which ferve as the firf}
principles of ratiocination, is, that a part islefs
than the whole ; and 1t 1s for having athrmedthe
contrary that the dogmatift appears to you to
talk foolifhly and abfurdly. Now, according
to your doctrine of tranfubftantiation, when Je-
{fus held his laft fupper with his difciples, and
having broken_ bread gave unto each of them
his body, it is clear that he muit hold his whole
body in his hand ; and if he eat of the conie-
crated bread himfelfy as he probably might, he
muft put his head into his mouth. Here then
is a clear and fufficient proof that a part 1sgreater
than the whole, and that the thing contamning
15 lefs than the thing contained. What fay
vou to this, my Lord? For my part, 1 know
nobody but the Chevalier de Caufans *, who can
cet you out of this difficulty.

I am not infenfible, indeed, that you havethe
refource of St Auguftin: but that amounts w0
the fame thing; this good father, after having
piled up a heap of unintelligible arguments a-
bout the Trinity, very ingenuoufly confefling
they had no meaning: But, adds he, very frank-
ly, we exprefs ourfelves in this manner, not with
che view of faying any thing, but only that we
may not be totally jilent +.

Every thing confidered, my Lord, I think the

beft method you can take with regard to this
article,

* A centleman who undertakes to demonftrate various im-
pofiihilinies.

+ DiGum eft temen tres perfona, non ut aliquid dicerctar,
{26 ne tacerets. g ae Trnido 5oL 9
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article, as well as many others, is that which
you have already taken with M. de Montazet,
and for the very fame reafon.

¢ The infincerity of the author of Emilius is
not lefs reprehenfible in the language of his pre-
tended Gatholic.” 'We Catholics, fays he, make
a great noife about the authority of the Church:
But what do we gain by .1t, if it.requires as
many proofs to eftablifh this authority as other
fects require 1mmediately to eftablifh their doc-
trines: L'he church determines, that the church
hath a right to determine : Is not this a fpecial
proof of its authority? ¢ Who would not think,
my dear brethren, from the pretences of this
impoftor, that the authonty of the churchis to
be proved only by its decifions, and that it pro-
ceeds arbitrarily thus; I determine that1 am
infallible, therefore I am infallible. A fcanda-
lous imputation! my dear brethren.”~—"This,
my Lord, is your aflertion ; now let us exq-
mine your proofs. In the mean time, will you
venture to afhirm, that the Catholic divines
have never eftablifhed the authority of the
church on that very authority itfelfy uz in fe
virtualiter reflexum ? 1t they really bave done
it, I lay on them no {candalous or calumniatory
imputation.

The confiitution of Chriflianity, the [pirit of
the Gofpel, and even the errors and weaknefs of
the human underflanding,all ferveto demonftrate,
that the church, eflablifbed by Fefus Chrift, is an
fallible church.  All this, my Lord, is vague
and indeterminate 3 thefe things, which you fay
{erve to demonftrate, in fact demonftrate nothing,
Let us proceed, therefore, direCtly to the {ub-
ftance of your demonftration. ¢ /7¢ are z2ffured,

- §
?,'{':;b



360 LETTER TO THE

that, as the divine legiflator always inflruéted
mankind 1n the ways of truth, the church of
Chrift will ever do the fame. But who are you
that give us this as a fole and unanfwerable
proof ! Are not you the church, or its heads?
By the manner in which you argue, you feem to
make yourielves very fure of the affiftance of the
Holy Spirit.  Yet what is it you have faid, and
what fays the impoftor ? You will examine this
point yourielves; as I really have not the cou-
rage to do it.

I ought, however, to remark, that the force
of the objection which you have thus attacked,
lay m the words which you took care to fup-
prefs toward the end of the pallage here point-
ed aty, And yet, depart from this, and we enter
into endlefs difeuffions *.  The Curate’s argu-
ment, in plain terms, 1s this: To make choice
of one religion out of feveral, fays he, one of
thefe two methods 1s requifite: either to hear the
proofs of every different fect, and then corpare
them together; or to rely altogether on the au-
thority of thofe who inftruct us in fuch tenets.
Now the firft method requires fuch a degree of
knowledge as few perfons are in a [tate of ac-
quiring, and the fecond would jaftify every one
in profelling the religion of the country where
he was born.  As an inflance of this, he brings
that of the Roman Catholics, in which the au-
thority of the church is held facred; and on that
he eftablifhes his fecond dilemma. Either the
church arrogates to itfelf thisauthority, andfays,
I determine that I am infallible, therefore I am
/o; by which means 1t falls into the fophiftieal
error of reafoning in a circle: or elfe it muft

prove
* Emilins, vol. ii. p. 207,
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prove that it received this authority from God;
w which cafe, there is as great a multiplicity of
proots required to thew thut the Romifh church
hath recetved this authority, as other feéts re-
quire to eftablifh direfily the truth of their doc-
trine. No advantage, therefore, is gained in
the way of inftru€bion ; nor are the people more
capacitated to examine into the proofs of the an-
thority of the church among the Catholics, than
ito thofe of the doctrine among the Proteftants.
How then are they to determine in any reafon-
able manner, otherwile than by the authority
of their inftruttors? But, granting this, the
Turk will determine in the fame manrer; and
how will he in that be more to blame than
you? This, my Lord, is the argument tc which
you have made no reply, and which I conceive
indved to be unanf{werable*. DBut your Epifco-
pal liberality hath extricated you from the diffi-
culty, by difengenuoufly mangling the pafiage
of the author.

Thank heaven I have now finifhed this very
pain-

* This is one of thofe terrible objeftions which my oppe-
nents are very cautions of meddling with, Nothing is more
¢aly than to reply by abufe and pious declamations. It is not
very difficult to 1hift off what is embarrafling. Hence it muft
be confefled, that cthe divines have, in their controverfies, many
advantages, which they want, in difputing with the ignorant,
and with whom they muft make up the defeét as well as they
¢an. 'They can reciprocally amufe each other by fuppofitions
which cannot be objcéted to by thofe who have themfelves no-
thing better to offer. Of this nature is the expedient of I know
not what kind of faith, which, in order to get rid of the difh-
cijty, they oblige the Deity to tranfmit from father to fon.
This jargen, however, they referve for their difputations with
their own profeflion : Should they make ufe of them in thew
difputes with us profane cavillers, they would juftly be atrad

of being turped into ridicule. -
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painful tafk; in which I have purfued your argy-
ments, quotations, and cenfures, ftep by ftep ;
having thewn, that as often as you have attack-
ed my book you have been in the wrong. There
remains only the fingle article of government.
I am very ready however to forgive every thing
that may be faid on this head ; being very certain,
that when the man who groans under the mife-
ries of a people, and himfelf experiences them,
1s acculed by you of poifoning the {ources of pu-
blic telicity, every reader mufit be fenfibleof the
weight of your arguments. If my Treatile on
the Social Compadt did not exift, and it were
neceflary to prove anew the important truths
which are there difplayed, the compliments
yeu pay to governments at my expence would
be one of the facts 1 fhould bring in proof of
them ; and the fate of the author would be
{till a more f{triking one. There remains no-
thing more for me to fay on this head; myown
example hath faid every thing, and the pafhon
of private intereft ought not to obfcure ufeful
truths. The decree that hath been iflued againft
my perfon ; the burning of my book by the
common hangman ; thele are the authentic pie-
ces which I fhall tran{mit to pofterity in my ju-
{tification ; my fentiments are not lefs confirmed
by my writings than by my misfortunes. -
Thus, my Lord, bave I difcuflfcd every thing
you have alledged again{t my book. I have not
pafled over one of your propofitions without
examination ; but have fhewn you to be wrong
1n every particular, and am not in the leait a-
fraid any exception will be taken againft my

proofs’s they muft appear, indeed, unan{werable,
to all perfons of common fenle .

But
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But fuppofing, after all, that I had been in
lome places miftaken, nay, if I had been mi-

ftaken throughout, furely a book might meet
lome indulgence, in which fo fincere a love for
virtue, and a real regard for truth, are manifefted
even 1n the midft of error, or the evil that may
be found there! Surely fome indulgence is due
to an author fo little dogmatical and pofitive,
that he often cautions his readers againit trufting
o his notions, advifes them to weigh his argu-
ments, and to give them no authority but that
of reafon ! A book that breathes nothing but
peace, candour, patience, the love of harmon}f
and obedience to the laws in every thing, even
in affairs of religion ! A book, n fthort, wherein
the caufe of God 15 {o boldly d_cfendcd, the uti-
lity of religion fo firmly eftablifhed, good man-
ners fo much inculcated and refpected 5 inwhich
vice 1s difarmed of the weapons of ridicule,
wickednels 1s defcribed fo void of f{enfe, and
virtue fo truly amiable! Were there not even
one word of truth i the work, the reveries it
contains ought indeed to have been com-
mended and encouraged as the moll pleafing
and delightful chimeras that could be invented
to fomhe a heart of tenfitility and virtue. Yes,
I'will be bold to fay, that a government truly
cnlightened, a government whofe viewsare tr uly
falutary and ufeful, if fuch a one exifted in
furope, would have done public honour, would
have erected a ftatue, to the Author of Emilius.
I know mankind too well, indezd, to expectio
much gratitude from them ; but I did notknow
enough of them to expedt what hath really hap-

pened.
After having proved that you are unreafonable
111
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in your cenfures, it remains for me to prove
that you have calumniated me by your abufes,
But, as you abufe me only in confequence of
the errors youimpute to my book, when I fhew
that thofe pretended errors are yours, notmine,
do I not infalt {hew that the confequent abufes
belong to yourfelf, not to me! You load my
work with the moit odious epithets; and call me
an abominable, rafh, and impious impoftor.
What ftrange language doth Chriftian charity
diftate to the minifters of Jefus Chrift !

But pray, my Lord, what do you, who re-
proach me with blafphemy, when you make the
apoftles your accomplicesin that calumny which
you are pleafed to load me with? To hear you
talk, one would imagine that St Paul had done
me the honour to think very particularly of me,
and to predilt my coming as that of Antichrift.
And in what manncr, pray, hath he prediéted
it/ Youtell, us in the beginning of your man-
date,

¢¢ S5t Paul, my dear brethren, hath foretold
that perilous times thould come, 1 which men
fhould be lovers of themielves, proud, blafphe-
mers, unholy, fal{e accufers, high-minded,lovers
of pleafures morethan of God, men of corrupt
minds, reprobates concerning the faith.”

I will not conend that this prediction of St
Paul is not fully accomplithed ; but if he had
foretold, on the contrary, that there would ever
be a time when fuch people were not to be
found, I muft confefs I (hould have been more
ftruck with the prediction, and {t1ll much more
fo at its accomplithment.

After this prophecy, fo remarkably well ap-
plied, you have the goodnefls to draw my por-

traily
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trait, 1n which your Epifcopal gravity conde-
{cends toamufe it{elf with antithefes, and I find
nyfelf a very droll perfonage indeed. This
part, my Lord, appears to me the beft of your
whole Mandate. It is certainlynot very eafy to
write 2 more agreeable fatire, or to defame a
man with more wit and {pirit. 4 writer hats
here flarted up [not very high,] who, educated
i the midft of error, [it is very true, I was
brought up in the Romith religion,] is full of
the language of philofophy {1tis fomewhat {trange
| thould fpeak in a language Ido not underftand, ]
though no true philsfopher. [Oh! granted; 1
{hall never be ambitious of " that title, to which
{acknowledgelI have no jult pretenfions 5 nor do
[ renounce 1t, I aflure you, out of modefty.]
Pofllefled of a multiplicity of knowledge [1 have
learned to be ignorant, indeed, of a multiplicity
of things whiclhi I imagined 1 knew] which ne-
certhelefs hath not ferved to enlighten bis under-
danding, it hath taught me to think itenlight-
cnedy ] though he hath made ufe of it th darken the
saderflanding of otvers.  [The darkuefs of ig-
porance 18 much better than the falfe light of
erior.]  He 15 given up to paradoxes both in
ghinign and pralice; [certainly he 1s a great
lofer by not thinking and alting like the reft ot
the world }] wniting fanplicity of manncirs with
olentation of doctrine ; [limplicity of manners
levates the {oul—as to oftentation of duétrine,
! know not what 1s meant by it3] .7 zeal for
aincient, maxims, with a pajfon for cfiablifbing
she mgft finpular nswelties ; [there is nothing
'AGIE New to U$ than ancient maxims; | e ob-
feurity of retiremeit, with tie dﬁﬁ;‘a’ of betr
‘nown to the whole werld,  [Here,my Lord, you

VoL, X, H h per
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in your cenfures, it remains for me to prove
that you have calumniated me by your abufes,
But, as you abufe me only in confequence of
the errors you impute to my book, when I fhew
that thofe pretended errors are yours, not mine,
do I not infa&t {hew that the confequent abufes
belong to yourfelf, not to me! You load my
work with the moft odious epithets; and call me
an abominable, rafh, and impious impoftor.
What ftrange language doth Chriftian charity
ditate to the minifters of Jefus Chrift !

But pray, my Lord, what do you, who re.
proach me with blafphemy, when you make the
apoitles your accomplicesin that calumny which
you are pleafed to load me with? To hear you
talk, one would imagine that St Paul had done
me the honour to think very particularly of me,
and to predit my coming as that of Antichnft.
And in what manner, pray, hath he predifted -
it ! Youtell, us in the beginning of your man-
date,

¢¢ St Paul, my dear brethren, hath foretold
that perilous times thould come, 1 which men
fhould be lovers of themfelves, proud, blafphe-
mers, unholy, falfe accufers, high-minded,lovers
of pleafures more than of God, men of corrupt
minds, reprobates concerning the faith.”

I will not conend that this predi&ion of St
Paul is not fully accomplithed ; but if he had
foretold, on the contrary, that there would ever
be a time when fuch people were not to be
found, I muft confefs I fhould have been more
ﬂruck with the prediction, and ftil] much more
{o at 1its accomplithment.

After this prophecy, {o remarkably well ap-
plied, you have the goodnefs to draw my por-

traif,
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trait, 1n which your Epifcopal gravity conde-
{cends toamufe itfelf with antithefes, and I find
myfelf a very droll perfonage indeed. This
part, my Lord, appears to me the beft of your
whole Mandate. It is certainlynot very eafy to
write a more agreeable fatire, or to defame a
man with more wit and {pirit. A4 writer hath
bere ftarted up [not very high,] who, educated
in the midft of error, [it is very true, I was
brought up in the Romith religion,] is full of
the language of philofophy [itis fomewhat {trange
i thould {peak in a language 1do not underftand, ]
though no true philofopher. [Oh! granted; L
{hall never be ambitious of  that title, to which
{acknowledgel have no juft pretenfions ; nor do
[ renounce 1t, I aflure you, out of modefty.]
Poffefled of a multiplicity of knowledge [1 have
learned to be ignorant, indeed, of a multiplicity
of things which I imagined L knew?] which ne-
certhelefs hatl not ferved to enlighten his under-
fanding, [it hath taught me to think itenlight-
cnedy ] though be bato made ufe of it to darken the
saderflanding of otbers. ["Fhe darkuefs of ig-
norance 18 much better than the falfe light of
error.]  He is given up to paradoxes both in
opinion and praltice ; [certainly he 15 a great
lofer by not thinking and alling like the reft ot
the world !} wuniting fimplicity oft manncirs with
olentation of doctrine ; [limplicity of manners
levates the {oul—as to oftentation of dodlrine,
! know not what 1s meant by 1t 3] ./ zeal for
ancient, maxims, with a paffion for cftablifbing
the moft fingular nowelties; [there 1s nothing
more new to us than ancient maxims ;| 7he ob-
fourity of retirementy, with the defire of being
bnown to the whale world.,  [Here,my Lord, you
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perfeltly refemble our romance-writers, who
know every thing their heroes faid, or thought,
even in their clofets, If it were the defire of
being known that made me take up the pen,
now comes it that this defire influenced me {o
late, orthatl delayea {o long to gratity 1t ?] e
bave [een 015 inveltives againft thofevery feiences
which he himfelf cultivated, ['This proves, that
i do notimitate the generality of men of letters,
and that in my writings I prefer the interefts of
truth to my own.] e hear him acknowledge
zhe excellence of the Gofpel, [always, and with
the greatelt lincerity,] while be is endeavouring
o depreciate its tencts. [ Not fo; I would pro-
mote the charity it inculcates, which is almoft
{upprefled by the priefts.] 7 fee him defcribing
the beauty of wvirtuey at the fame time that he is
Ariving to extinguifb the leve of it in the hearts
of his readers. [Is this true, ye honeft and
well-meaning readers, have I extinguifhed in
vour hearts the love of virtue ]

He hath aflumed the preceptor/bip of human
kind, in order to deceive them ; he hath creted
himfelf into a pudlic monttory to lead the world
aftray ; and hath played the eracle of the age, in
order to complete its deftruction.  [L have already
examined your proofs of this.] /In a Treatife on
the Inequality of Mankindy he bath reduced man
10 a level with the brutes : [L will appceal to the
reader, whether a man be debaled moit, by be-
ing accounted merely flupid, or natarally wic-
ked ¢V Inanother produétion flill msre recenty he
hath infimuated all the poifin of inordinate plea-
furey under pretence of probibiting . {Oh that
! could but, indeed, fubllitute the real charms
of plealure inftead of the {alfe ones of dcbauch-}-

erv
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ery ! But be affured, my Lord, the clergy of
your diocefe are proof apainit Ebifa; they have
ot a prefervative 1n Aloifia ¥.7  In the prefenty
he takes advantage of the earlieft moments of I jf,
to effablifb in the mind of man the maxims of ir-
religion and infidelity. [ This impatation hath
been already examined and refuted.]

Such, my Lord, and even vet more crucly 18
the manner m wiw‘h you treat mej with whom
you are not acquainted, and of w hom you know
nothing but by hearfay. Is this behavicur dic-
tated by that evangelical morality of which you
pretend to be the defender? We will fupt)uit,
you deflirous of preferving your {flock from th
contagious principles contained in my booL
but wh} fhould you, on this account, break out
into perfonal abufe of the author ¢ 1 know nor
what end you promife vourfelf by {uch unchrs-
flian-like conduct ; but I know, that, to defend
on¢’s religion by fucn means, 1s thﬂ way to ren-
der 1t very fufpicious among all honeft well-
meaning people.

And yet it 1s you who call me rafh and pre-
fwnptuous ! Can I have deferved that appella-
tion mf,rely for propoling my doubts, and even
that with the greateft modelty, without attack-
g or naming any one? In pamcular, mv Lerd,
it 1l bcco*nea you to treaty in this manner, one
whom you ipeak of with {o Jittle juftice and de-
corum, and whom you fo wantonly and {o in-
decently abufe,

You treat me as impious 3 but of what im-
piety can you accufe me, who never {peak of a
dupreme Being but to render him the honours
which are his due, nor of my neighbour but to

Hha2 excite.

* An infamous, obfcene boox, well known in France.
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¢xcite every one to love theirs ? The impions
are thofe who unworthily profane the caufe of
(zod, 1 making him act {ublervient to the paf-
ilons of men. ‘Lhe impious are thofe who,
fetting themfelves up for interprerers of the di-
vine will, the arbiters between God and man,
cxaCt to themielves thofe honours which fhould
be pard only to the Deity. 'The impious are
thofe who affume the right of exercifing the
sower of God upon earth, and would open and
ihut the gates of heaven at pleature.  The 1m-
pious are thofe who order libels to be read in
their churches—At this borrible 1dea my blood
is all inflamed, and tears of indignation {tart
from mine eyes, Ye priefts of the God of peace,
doubt not but ye will one day be called on to give
annaccount of the ufe you have made of histemples!

You treat me as an impoftor; and why ¢ 1
am in your opinion in an errory but where is
my impofture ¢ Is to reafon and to be miftaken,
an impofiion ¢ Lven a Sophift, who deceives
others without deceiving humfelf, is not an 1m-
poftor, while he confines himf{eif to the autho-
rity of reafon, tho’ he abufes it.  An impoftor
defires to be credited on his own word ; he
would even have it taken implicitly.  An 1m-
poftor is a knave who impofes on others for his
own intere(t; but pray, my Lord, what intereft
could I propofe to myfclf in this buliefs 7 Im-
poftors, according to Ulpian, are thole who play
delufive tricks, and ufe imprecations and exor-
ciims: now, my Lord, 1 have never done any
thing of this kind.

You men of place and dignity can talk away
at your eale. Acknowledging no other prero-

gative than your own, no other laws thun fuch
as
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1s yourfelves impofe, you are {o far from think-
g yourfelves under a neceffity to be juft, that
you do not think yourfelves obliged to obferve
the common rules of humanity. You proudly
opprefs the feeble, without being called to ac-
count by any one for your injuftice ; and when-

ever your own intereft or the policy of ftate re-
qmres it, you {weep us before you like the duft.

Some pronounce fentence or burn, -others ‘dif-
honour and abufe, without right, without rea-
fon, without difdain, and even without anger ;
but merely becaufe they are on their route of
bufinefs, and the unhappy wretch falls 1 their
way.  While you infuit us with impunity, it i
not even permltted us to complain ; but if we
attempt to demonftrate our innocence and your
mjuflice, we are {lill farther accafed of wanting
refpedt for you.

You, my Lord, have openly infulted me: I
have proved that you have falfely alperfed my
reputation.  Were you a private man, as I am,
that I might cite you to appear before an equi-
table tribunal, there to have a fair hearing, 1
on the behalf of my book, and you with w:nn

Mandate, you will certainly be caft, and fexi-
tenced to make me a reparation as public as hath
been the offence. DBut you, my Lord, are in
{o high a ftation, that you can eahly difpenfe
with being jult: and Iam nothing. As you
orofefs the Gofpel, however, as you are a Pre-
late, whofe bufinefs 1t is to teach others their
duty, you certainly know your own, 1 fuch a
cafe.  For my part, I have done mine, and have
nothing farther to fay. [ amy, my Lord,

A Ilstiers, } " .
~ - ’ nc’ff{'J Dri f"ZNN.Z’ refrect N C.
YU ISJ 11{2 p ij ‘/[ »
J. J. Roussearv.



ANECDOTES

Relative to the

PERSECUTION

OF

Mr . . ROUSSEATU;

CONTAINED IN

A LerTer from a Gentleman at Neuf-
chatel to his Frienp.

OU require of me, Sir, a particular ae-
count of the difturbances Mr Rouflean
hath occafioned and received, in the new afylum
Lie lately made choice of in this country. I am
not furprifed to find you fo greatly interefted in
the minuteft circumitances refpecting a writer
almoft as famous for his perfonal misfortunes,
as celebrated for his literary merit.

I know not if 1t be in my power, however,
to gratify your curiofity {o far as i1t may extend;
being ignorant of many of the fteps which Rouf-
feau’s enemies have taken to perfecute him, as
well as of the greater part of their motnves {or
fuch perfecution. Indeed the few that have
come to my knowledge have by no means en-
ccuraged me to inquite after the reit. It would

£ive
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give too much pain to a candid and ingenuous
mind to contemplate {uch means and motives.
| fhall leave their recapitulation, therefore, to
the {evere and cauftic pen of the Satirift, who
may poflibly take a cruel pleafure in delineating
a piCture at once difgraceful both to religion and
humanity.

From me you will receive only a faithful
narrative of falts, elucidated by a few annota-
tions, and authenticated by copies of the origi-
n2l papers which have appeared in the courfe
of this extraordinary {cene of inquifitorial per-
{ecution.

It will be neceflary, firft of all, to inform you,
that towards the Jatter end of laft year, Mr.
Roufleau had propofals made to him for the pu-
blication of a complete edition of his works, as
well thofe in manufcript as what have been al-
ready printed. ‘The conditions were accepted ;
and, on the firft application to government, per-
miflion was readily granted for the publication
mtended.

This undertaking appearing very lucrative,
it excited the envy and difgufted the avarice of
many who could not come in for a fhare. DBe-
ing, at the fame time, advantageous to the au-
thor, who would have derived from 1t a little
fortune, fufhcient for his wants, and equal to his
defires, it gave no little umbrage to the invidi-
ous difpofitions of his enemies.

Things were 1n this train when his Lefters
written from the Mountains made their appear-
ance 3 a work which hath ferved as the pretend-
cd foundation for all that difturbance of which
{ am going to give you an account.

I need not tell you, Sir, with what avidity
tholc
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thofe letters were received by the public, or in
how many countries they were proferibed and
burnt by the common hangman. For our part,
we remained peaceable fpectators of {uch ridi-
culous bonfires, till about the end of February,
when the zeal of our ecclefiaftics, which had

{0 long lain fmothering in darknefs, had acquired
fufficient warmth and fuel to burft into a blaze.

('he Reverend Affembly of our Clergy com-
plained to the Government and to the Magi-
{trates againft the Letters written from the
Mrunmm; reprefenting that work '15 an 1m-
pmus and {candalous performance, and {olicit-
ing its profcription, as alfo the fuppreflion of
the projeéted edition of the author’s works in
general.

'This proceeding of the Reverend Affembly
bore {o {lriking a contraft to the filence they
kept on the publication of Emilius *; when its
autnor was admitred to the holy communion,
that one would have been apt to fulpect fome
perfonal intereft affected by the work in queltion,
had 1t not been certainly known, that thole
members of the facred college who were the
moft zealous for the profcription of the Letters
from the Mountains, had never once read them.

The Council of State, indeed, does not ealily
take fire at this kind of Remonfitrances; but the
Civil Magiftracy took the complamnt mto conli-
deration, and profcrived the book.  The oflicer
charged with the execution ot this bufinefs ac-
quitted himfelf al{o to a4 miracle; proclaiming

the faid Letters wo be prohibited, as attacking e-
VEry

* Asalfo hisletter to the 311..1;'{1.-:;;1 of Paris. Tt 1s true,
that fetter makes no attack oo the Proc% e CLa Jy -y Inud.
than Bunnlis.
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very thing the molt reprebenfible + in our holy
celigion. What do yeu think, Sir, of this blun-
der ! How egregioufly pertinent was 1t to ftum-
ble fo luckily ou the truth |

The reverend Aflembly adjourned, however,
to the 13th of March, when they deterinined to
proceed againft the author; who, being advifed
of the difturbance which the fermentation of
this venerable body might occafion in the ftate,
toought 1t his duty, as a good citizen, to en-
deavour to prevent the ftorm.  To this end he
fent the following paper to Profeflor de Mont-
mollin, the paftor of his church, 1 order to
have it communicated to the reverend Aflembly.

The Declaration of Mr Roufleau 2o the Affembly
of the Clergys tranfinitted them by Profeflor
de Montmollin.

“ Out of the deference I owe to Profeflor
“ de Nontmollin my paftor, and the refpect 1
““ bear to the reverend Aflembly of the Clergy,
“ I offer *, if they will admit of it, to engage
“ mylelf, by a writing figned with my own
‘“ hand, never to publith any new work relative
“ in any fhape to matters of religion 5 nor ever
“ o treat of religion curforily in any new work
‘“ T may hercafter publith on any other fubjeét:
‘““ Promifing farther, to continue to difplay,

“ both in my fentiments and conduct, the va-
lue

+ Probably inftead of refpettable.

* This offer, which has latcly been made public, hath dif-
fipated much of that perol‘{Lfﬁon which bad irritaced the
people againft Mr Rousseau : and this confequence of its
heing made known, fafficiently accounts for thls declaration's

heing fo long and fo carefully kept fecret.
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h.
3
“ lue 1 fet upon tiae happinels of bemng united

¢ to the church.
¢« Vr Profeilor 1s defired to commumf"ite this

““ Declararion to the venerable Aflembiy,

ﬂ.{-ﬂﬂ"t"é"f‘.f, .ﬂfﬂffl{? J‘ J ROUSSEAU "
IO} 1765- » ¥ x

Would vou not think, Sir, you who khow
the exrent of Chiiftiin charity, and are a lover
of prace and trnvqt,.'ijii;y-—-*,vould you not rea-
dily conceive, 11 2y, that the reverend Aflembly
ihou]u, on the receipt of this paper; Aecept the
offer it contained, pubhifh it acroad, and have 1t
tranferibed in letters of gold in their Regifters?

But, no—Undeceive yourfelf; :nd guefs, if
you can, at the motives which indoceed the

clergy to make no reply to this offer of Mr.
Rouvfleau ; to keep it from tranipiring ; and to
proceed pr ec1pmtely, the fame day, to their final
determination of this bufinefs.

You may guefs, alfo, at the reafon for the
members then prefent entering into a folemn
and inviolable engagement of fecrecy, with re-»
gard to the queitions determined to be propofed
to Mr Rouffeau, as well as wath regard to every
thing that had paffed, or fhould pafs, in this
thquifitorial Synod.  Their filence on this head
was thought a matter of importance; as by
this means thofe members of the clergy
who were not prelent at their deliberations,
could not penectrate the fecret, Vain precau-
tion ! This impenetrable fecret was even known
long before the Afferably had begun to delibe-
rate: in confequence of which, fome perions,
who correfpond with the court, had time to 1n-

form the king, and that even on the ftrengthof
ad -
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advices received from Paris and Geneva. You
may be furprifed, Sir, atall this; and indeed
fo am I ; but the falt 1s neverthelefs true. For
certain 1t 1s, that M. M * * ¥ Counfellor of
State and Solicitor-general, received foon after
the following letter :

“ The King is difpleafed that your fellow-
“ countrymen are exafperated at a man whom
“ he protetts ;3 and hath declared, that he will
““ highly refent any farther perfecution of Mr.
‘ Roufleau. This I have from his Majefly’s
“ own mouth; you may report itto whom you
¢ pleafe.”

This letter was dated the 1oth of March, and
came from my Lord Marfhall; that 1lluftrious
Briton, who 1s fo good a judge of merit, {o hirm
a protector of opprefled innocence, and, in 2
word, fo truly worthy the friendfhip and confi-
dence of a king, who is himielf {o eminently
Galled in the knowledge of mankind.

Compare the date of this letter with the di-
flance of places, and yvou will {ee 1t required
very early advice, to be informed, atfuch a di-
ftance, of what thould happen in the Affembly
of our Clergy, appointed for the 13th of March.

Notwith{tanding this circomitance, however,
2 report prevailed, which every day increaled,
that A Roufleau had written a new tradt, en-
utled Des Princes.  Nobody pretended, in-
deed, to have feen 1t 5 but it was boldiy afhirmed,
notwithftanding, that all ariffocratical govern-
ments, and in particular that of Derne, were
very ll treated in it So mighty oihcious, 1m-
deed, were fome perfons in this affair, that they

cvoll
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even wrote from Berne, to Mr F * * * Printer
at Yverdon, deliring him to procure the book of
Mr Roufleau, in order to print and publith it
in confideration, as they faid, that it was a very

good thing.
Mr Roufleau {faw into the defign of this offi-

cioufnefs, and accordingly wrote to Mr F * * %
in the manner following, defiring him to print
and pubiifh bis letter. ,

¢ SIR, Motiersy March 14, 1765,

¢ 1 did not write the work, entitled Des
“ Princes ; 1 have not even feen i1t; nay, I
¢ doubt whether any fuch work exifts. I can
< eafily guels whence fuch a ftory proceeds,
“ and for what purpofe it is calculated. At the

¢ fame time, my enemies do themielves juftice
“ 1n attacking me with arms {o worthy of their

¢ caufe. As 1 have never difavowed any work
‘¢ T have really written, 1 onght to be beheved
¢ when 1ipeakof fuch as are not mine. 1 de-
“ fire, Siry you will publifh this Declaration,
“ for the fake of truth, and in Juﬁlce to 2 man
¢ who hath no other dtfence.

““ Your humble fervant,

« 1. J. Rousszau.”

I obferved, that the reverend Affembly pro-
cecded precipitately to pafs fentence on Mr
Rouflean, withour allowing a fecond day lor
their deliberavions,  In fack, Sir, during their
convocation on the 13th of March, they ful.
minated againit bim, in direét oppofition to the
Cm‘fhtutlon of this country, a fentence of Ex-

communication. Very prudently, however, this
- AT
Al-
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Affembly fupprefled this irregular fentence, on
the receipt of the following anonymous letter,
very probably addreffed to it by one of its own

members.

LETTER £0 the Alfembly of the CLERGY.

¢« 1 find you are folemnly met to fit in judge-
¢ ment on Mr Rouffeau, or rather on bis Lef-
“ ters from the Mountains. I have not entered
‘“ into your fanctuary; permit me neverthelefs
¢ to offer the advice of one of its beft friends.
“ This advice is, that the Writer in queftion,
¢ if we confider bim in the light of a Chriftian,
“ as he appears in the firft volume, needs ra-
“ ther to be flightly reprehended, than perfe-
“ cuted by Proteftant churches: and as to his
¢ charater of a citizen, which he difplays in
““ the fecond volume ; fo far from deferving to
“ be reprehended, he merits almott to be cano-
“ nized in every republican {tate, The reafon
“ s, that tyranny and arbitrary power are {ub-
« jets ke underftands better than either the
‘““ Gofpel or the Reformation. He hath pur-
“ {ued the phrenly of defpotiim 1to 1ts inmoft
« recefles, and expofed its moft refined artifi-
“ ces; witheut having {uifered the enchanting
“ beauty of ftyle in the leaft to enervate the
“ mafculine vigour of his reafoning. bBut as
¢ for the Scriptures and the Reformation, he
‘“ appears to have overlooked feveral eflontial
““ points which he fhould have obferved 1 the
“ one, and to be ignorant of many ufeful things
‘“ he might have learned from the other. Add
¢ to this, that it 1s unfortunate, or rather for-
“ tunate, that the more attrative we find his

\TOL‘ XI 1 i F di'."
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dition, the lefs feductive will be the feepti-
cifin of his arguments ; becaufe the oftener we
are 1nduced to read them, the more fhall we
perceive them to be only a legendary farrago
of chimeras, dropt from a fantaftical pen,
under the influence only of an imagination
perhaps itielf already too chimerically affelted.
¢ As to what relates to the holy comraunion,
or the alternative of prohibiting or permiiting
Lis attendance at the Lord’s tabley 1 am a-
fraid, that, fo long as it pleafes our Sovereign
to protect him, it would be an hazardous at-
tempt to deny Him {fuch privilege; as, by
thus endeavouring to build caftles in the air,
you may come down youifelves to the ground.
It would be dangerous allo to infringe the
judgement of the Confiftories in this matter;
whofe 1independence hath been too often
occafionally pretended and acknowledged
by the reverend Aflembly itleli. It 1s not
proper it fhould aét inconfitently; the mat-
ter may become intricate 5 and 1t 1s equally
important both to Rehgion and to the State,
that the Aflembly fhould not expofe itfelt.
The only bufinefs in which the Affembly can
with propriety interfere, is an examination
into the works of the writer; the difperfion
and propagation of which it 1s 1ts duty to op-
pofe, by prudent admonitions addrefled to
the author by means of his paltor, exhorting
him to write and publifh no more; and alfo
by making earneft remonfirances to the Go-
vernment, in order that the privilege granted
for printiny the projetted edition be repeal-
ed. If the affembly act prudentially, they will

infift no farther than to obtain thefe ends;
¢ whien
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““ which will be two very confiderable and di[-«
‘ {icult points g2 ained *,

“¢ Tt is certain, that it 1s of very dangerous
““ confequence to extend the privilege of rolesa-
“ tion to forelgnels, as this would be, in 2
k manner, oiving an iuvitation to the authors
“ and editors of pernicious books to feek an a-
“ {ylum in this Countrv, and nfk the making it
““ 2 rendezvous for thofe paunltry {cribblers of
« the prefent times, whofe difpolition princi-
“ pally induces them to employ their pens -
 gain{l the doflrines of religion and moraiity.
% There is yet another reafon why the

112 | Aj-

¥ Not at all.  On the contrary, nothine (5 eafy. For, with
regard to the firll, thejutlemblyiliad nothing to do but to ad-
mit of Mr Rouffeaw’s offir,  And as to the fecond, it mighe
L:ave been obtained on fpesking half a word to him. Witndfs
the following extracts of letiers written to one of his fiiends i
thefe occaftons.

t“ 1 muft confels to youn, [ fhall lovk with fome anxict Lty o
“ the engagements 1 am goiny to form with the company in
¢ qucﬂiﬂn, hould we come to an agrecinent; fo that if we
** break off) I fhalt not be moch mortitied.” —— A o2in, In an-
other letter 1o the fame, he fays: ¢ You will picafe to proceed
““ no fardher with the company, till they have got the formal
‘¢ confunt of the Council of Statey which 1 doubt, however, ¢f
“tiiar heing able 1o obtain.  And, as to the pernnﬁ'an they
« have folictied from the Court, 1 doubt the grant of that {1iil
‘“ more. My Lord Marlhall is well acquaipted with my fen-
* timents oo that head : he knows very well that | not on-
“ ly afk for nothing for myfelf, bnt that I am determined ne-
“ yver to make nfe of his intereft at Court, to obtain any thing
‘ whatever relative to the country! live in, which may be dif~
‘“ agrceable to the particular governmentof it. 1 do not meun
‘“ to interfere 1 any fhape with thefe matters, Nor to proceed
‘* farther in our treaty till they are determined.”

The light which Mr Roufleau then fooked upon the pro-
je€ted edition of his Works, was well known to the fix per-
fons who were defirous to engage in it and could not, tl ere-
fove, be a fecret to all the members of the reverend Affemb! v
of thc Clergy.
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Afl: mbly, convened to delii:crate on the pre.
fent affairy thould a&t with caution. It ig
faid that the firft mover of all its proceedings
refides in a neighbouring capital, in the per-
fon of an apuftate ecclefiallic 5 one who feeks
only, in this bufinefs, to do hmimfelt credit
with a D’ Alembert or a Voltaire ;3 the rivals
or enemics ol our celebrated Rouflean,
Would it vot be {candalous for an Aflembly
of Divines and Paftors, {o greatly diftinguifhed
i the reformed part of Lurope, to permic
themiclves thus to be alluated, in a matter
of religious importance, by an iniriguing
ecclefiadlic, given up wholly to worldly pur-
fuits and perfonal profpecis ! How can they
think of Liftening 1o fuch a perfon, when the
matter i queition relates to the means of fi-
lencing or reclaiming a poor and honeft, tho’
miftaken unbeliever ! How can they think of
being advifed or direted by a man, who is
known to have the {lriéteft conneétion with
an inventor of bawdy tales, defamatory bi-
flories, and the revivers of {yltems of impiety
and materialifm ! by one who piques himiclf,
as the higheft meritr, on being the creature,
the favourite, of the Ambafladers of a Crown
which is daily imprifomng or banging up his
countrymen and brethren for preaching the
Gofpel in 1ts purity; rendenng himielf by
this means even an accomphice in all the anu-
chriftian crueliies of Popery * ¢ 'What a con-
traft | Of what influence thould be the {fug-
seftions of fuch-a cabal over an Affembly of

Proteflant Divines "
This

% 1.t not any reader be offended at thefe cxpreflions, as theg

conftcrated by the preachers of the gofpel
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This letter occafioned a new deliberation ot
the 13th ; when, at the requeft of Mr de Mont-
mollin, paftor at Motiers, a written ordér was
formally given him, to cite J. J. Rouflcau to
appear before the Confiftory, and to pmpofe to
him the following queltions:

Firft 3 Whether John -James Rouﬂeau ‘doth
not believe in Jefus Chrift, who died for
our fins, and rofe again for bu’r juftification?

Secondly ; Whether he doth not believe 1n
Revelation, and regard the IHoly Scripture
as divine. .

Mr de M * * ¥ was fmthu commilioned and
direCted, that, in cafe Mr Rouffeau did not
make {atisfatory anlwers to the above quefti-
ons 3 he, the faud Paftor, fhould procced to ex-
communicate him, doubtlels af all events.
There 15 good reafon, at leaft, to conclude as
much from the meafures that were taken 1n the
church of Motiers to bring about this conclu-
fion s all, as 1t was pretended, for the greater
olory of God. 1In the firft place, endeavours
were ufed to ftageer the coniciences, and inti-
iidate the elders of the ehurch, being members
of the Confiflory, by telling them, that [, .
fioulleau was the Antichnit 5 that the kcuntj
of the countr) depended on his excommunica-
tion 5 that all the different members of the State
highly intereftcd themicelves in 1t that the al-
lied Cantons, and particularly that of Berne,
had threatened to renounce its ancient alliance
with this country, 1f Roufleau was not excom-
municated.  Nay, reports were even fpread a-’
mong the women in the town and its neigh-
bourhood, tnat Rouﬁnt*m, in his faft work, had

'lThi'ﬂ”d th%t women had no fouls, but were
I 3 merely
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merely on a footing with the brutes. By thefe,
and a thoufand other {tories calculated for the
fame purpofe, the common people feemed very
ripe for {erving poor Roufleau like another Or-
pheus 1, or at leaft making him to undergo the
tate of a Servetus. |

Matters were in this fituation when our pre-
tended Antichrift addrefled the following letter
to Mr N * * *, Solicitor-general.

“ Motiers, Mar. 23, 1765,

¢ T know not, Sir, whether 1 ought not to
‘¢ rejoice at misfortunes which are accompa.
‘ nied with {fo many confolations. Thofe I ex-
‘¢ perienced from your letter were very agree-
¢ able, tho’ lels {fo than what I received from
“ the pacquet it contained. I had communi-
¢¢ cated to my L.ord Marthall the reafons which
‘¢ made me defirous of quitting this country, to
 {eek tranquillity for myfelf, and to leave it
 here behind me. I have the fatisfadtion to
¢¢ find he approves of thofe reafons, and is of
¢ my opinion that I ought to go. Thus, Sis,
‘“ my refolution 1s taken; and, though I proteft
“ it 1s taken with regret, itis irrevocable. Is
“ it poflible the goodnefs of any of my friends
““ can di{approve of a defire, in my prefent me-
“¢ lancholy fituation, to find {fome peaccful fpot
“ whereon

* This is by no means an exagoerated tate of the cafe, It is
well known that we have here more than one zealot, who, for
the love of God, and the falvation of fouls, would willingly
have furnithed faggots on this occafion for an Auto-da-fe, The
*riends of Mr Roufleau were very glad indeed, that the feve-
tity of the feafon confined him to his room; he miglit other-
wile have been in great danger of being torn to pieces by our
modern Bacchants, whofe termagant fpiiits were enraged
the highell degree in behulf of their fouls,
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whereon to lay my bones? With a greater
thare of health and ftrength, I fhould have
confented, for the good of the public, to meet
my perlecutors face to face : but, debilitated
by infirmities and misfortunes without ex-
ample, I am very unfit to adt a part. which,
indeed, it would now be cruel to impofe on
me. Wearied out with diiputes and quarrels,
I can no longer {upport them. Let me go
hence, therefore, and die elfewhere in peace;
for here that would be impoflible, though lefs
on account of the 1ll difpofition of the inha-
bitants, than from their too great vicinity to
Geneva; an inconvenience, which all the
good-wi]l in the world cannot enable them
to remove.

¢ My refolution, Sir, of leaving this coun-
try, being what my enemies have {ought to
reduce me to, it ought naturally to prevent
any farther proceedings againft me. I am
not, indeed, asyet in a {tate of health to un-
dertake a journey; and 1t will require {ome
little time to fettle my affairs here before 1
go. In the mean time, I hope not to be
treated worfe than a Turk, a Jew, a Pagan,
or an Atheift; but that I may be permitted,
for a few weeks at leaft, to enjoy that hofpi-
tality which 1s not refufed to the greateft
{tranger. Not that I mean, Sir, for the fu-
ture, to confider myfelf as {uch : On the con-
trary, the honour of being enrolled among
the citizens of this country, will be always
dear to me, as well for its own fake as for
that of the hand by which it was prefented to

““ me. At the fame time, the zeal and fidelity

&4

which I owe the king, as my prince and pro-
¢ tector,
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¢ teCtor, will be numbered among the firft of
““ my Jduties. Let me add to this, that Ileave
“ behind me fome poffiiffions traly to be re.
« oretted, but of which I do not mean altoge-
< ther to divelt myfell'; thefe are, the love and
« cfteem of thofe friends which I have been fo
¢ happy as to find even in the midft of my dif-
< ‘graces, and which I hope to preferve tho’ at

“ o diltance.
«« As to the reverend gentlemen the Clergy,

« if they think proper to proceed againft me
¢« before a Confiltory, I thall crawl as well as |
« can to appear on their citation, hince they
¢« witl have 1t fo; but they will find, that, for
« any thing I {hall bave to fay to them, they
“ might htw difpenfed with all this for m'lllty
« and perade.  They have the power, and are
¢« at liberty, to excommunicate me, 1t 1t affords
« them any amufementy and, indeed, I thould
« be greatly amufed too, were I only eXCOM-
¢ municated after the manner of My, de Vol-
€ raire *, |
¢« Permit me, Siry to addrels this letter
¢ common to the two gentlemen who™ have
“ had the goodaels to wiite to me in fo gene-
¢ rous and mtere{ting a manner on this occa-
¢ fion. You will rwd}ly percerve, that, my
¢« prefent ftete of embarrailiment, I have net-
I ¢ ther

¥ The reader will poflibly he furprifed to find the name of
rhis celebrated uriter to clofely conneéed with that of the re-
verend Aflembly of our Clergy. It was oceafionad, however,
Ly a letter which M. de Volwdre 1s faid to have written to Pas
ris: and in which it is aflured, that he piqued himfelf much
on his pewer and interefi to get poor Rouflean expelled from his
sew country, iu fpite of the proudion afivrded him by its {o-

'!.{?FLJL
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* ther time nor words to exprefs how much I
“ am affected with your and their concern for
' my welfare. -

“ I am, Sir,
 with greateft refpect, &r.

“ J. J. Rousseau.”

On Sunday the 24th of March, twelve days
after the deliberations of the reverend Affem-
bly, the pattor of Motiers convened the admo-
nitory Confiftory: having, by the eleétion of
two new elders, completed the number required,
fo as tofuit with bis plan of referving two voices
to himlelf.

The Confiftory being met, he produced the
orders, which he had brought in his pocket
from the Aflembly ; and which he now difpiay-
ed ‘with ample reflaCtions on the fubjett, con-
cluding at length, as might be very naturally
expefled, with a charge adapted to his defign.

'This interval of twelve days had been fully
employed, and that with {fo much fuccefs, that
M. de Montmollin, writing to a friend at Ge-
neva, 18 {aid to have pofitively aflured him, the
{entence of excommunication would pais on Mr
Roufleau.

This being refolved on, it was to no purpofe
that the King’s officer, who is always prefent at
the meetings of the Confiftory, reminded it of
infringing the laws and conftitution of the State.
It was in vain he exclaimed againit that fpecies
of inquifition which the affembly ot the Clergy

had introduced, in open defiance of that eon-
{t-
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fiitution, and in diret violation of the rights
and:privileges of the people: his voice was not
heard 5 or, if heard, was negleCed 5 whilft the
majority determined, that Mr Roufleau fhould
be cited, on the 28th inftant, to appear before
the Conliftory on the 29th.

'I'his determination was accordingly tranfmit-
ted and received with politenefs on the fide of
both parties. DBut Mr Rouflean, by the advice
of his friends, which was founded on very fufli-
cient reafons, very prudently declined making
his perfonal appearance ; fending in wridng
what he had to fay to the Confiftory on this oc-
cafion, accompanied with the declaration he
made to Mr de Montmollin when he was re-
ceived to the holy communion in 1762.

Letter from DMr Rousseavu fo the Confiffory,
confifting of the Paftor and the Elders of the
Church of Motiers.

““ GENTLEMEN,

“ On receiving your citation of yefterday, I
‘“ determined, m {pite of my ill ttate of health,
‘“ to appear before you to-day; but find it im-
¢ pollible, notwithitanding the goodnefs of my
‘“ inclination, to f{ultain the fatigue of a tedious
¢ audience: having reflected alfo, that, with
¢ regard to the matter of faith, which is the
“ fingle objelt of that citation, I may as well
‘““ explain mylelf in writing. 1 doubt not alfo
¢¢ that the charity, which mult ever accompany
““ your zeal for religion, will induce veu to ad-
‘ mit of the fame reply by letter, as I fhould
“ give to the queltions of Mr de Montmollin,

¢ fhould I have done it by word of mouth.
44 It
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¢ It appears to me, then, Gentlemen, that
“ the {feverity, with which the reverend Aflem-
“ bly have thought proper to proceed againft
“ me, thould have been founded on {fome pofi-
“ tive law; which I am aflured does not now
“ exift in this country *. Nothing, indeed,
“ can be more novel, more wregular, and more
¢ deftructive to civil liberty, and, above all,
‘ more contrary to the true {pirit of our holy
“ religion, than {uch violent procLedmgs In a
‘“ matter of pure faith .

¢ Ior

* And which never did exift there, but to the terrille mis-
fortune of the inhabitants.

+ Mr Roufleau might have added, that nothing counld be
s arcater contraft to fuch ploc:.,r:dmga than even the conduét
of our own clergy; who, towards the end of the laft century, s
abi olutcly refufed to adopt the Confenfus, notwithftandine it
was the ploﬁ.ﬂ"on of faith '1f‘r)ntcrl hv all the other Protcltdm
churches of Switzerlund, becauie the\r would lay no reftraint
on thie confcience. Nay, the fame clergy have even perfifteld
to this day in the like refufil; though wow they ave delivous of
impofing on individuals the yoke which they and their Pro-
tm.ll’d"lt forefathers were unable to bear. Let tln,*e gentlemen
begin at leaft by laying down a regular and uniform creed of
their own. For till then we fhall hardly be difpofed to forgeta
notortous and recent faéty which is, that in the lalt edition of
2 little work, received iuto all our public ichoole, and pu-
bluhed under the immediate direétion of our paftors, without
anv regard to the infpection of the civil magifirate, there are a
nurnlm of texts of Scripture omitted, (doubtlefs for very
pood veafons,) and amonyg others the fol 1meE 1 John v. 7.
¢ For there are three that bear record tn b veil, the K. 1tlm,
v the Word, and the Holy Gholt j aud tiocfe three are 0Nk,
r Cor. xiv. g0, ¢ Leo ail things be done decently and in or-
Coder”

thid. xiti. 13. ¢ And now abideth fauth, hnpe, charity,
 thefe three s but the greateft of thefe is cha m‘j

Seealfp, 1 'Lim. 1. 5. John v. 30, §8. Rom. x. 9, 13. TiL,
i, 8. 1 Pet. . 13 Judezo, 21, G

[t is certainly high time for the clergy to make fome alters-
tion in the doftrines commonly roceived.  But to pretend to
zdd an inguifition to thar infliuétion, is rather tov great

1[1111
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¢« Tor let me beg of you to confider, that,
having long been recetved into the bofom of
the church; and, being neither Paftor nor
Profeflor, nor invefted in any manner with
the authority of public inftruction, but only
a imple 1ndividual among the number of the
faithful 3 1 ought not to be fubjected to any
examination or inquifition concerning matters
of belief. Such an inquifition, unheard of
in this country, tends indeed to fap all the
foundations of the reformed religion; at once
infringing both gofpel-liberty and Chriftian
charity, as well as the authority of the Prince
and the rights of the fubject, whether we
confider the latter as a member of the church
or of the flate. An account of my actions, or
moral condudt, 1s certainly due, at all times,
to the magiftracy and to my fellow-citizens.
But thefe not admitting of any infallible
church that hath the authority to prefcribe
what their members {hall believe; as I have
been once received into its communion, I am
refponfible only to God for the articles of
my future faith.

¢ U'o this let me add, that, when I was ad-
mitted to the holy communion in this pariih,
about three years ago, foon after the publi-
cation of Emilius, 1 gave to Mr de Mont-
mollin himfelfy a declaration 1n wrnting;

with which he feemed fully fatistied, requi-
¢ ring

{tride, in a country whofe inhabitants have imbibed the love
of liberty with their mother’s milk. Let our paftors reidect on
the rivers of blood which fuch an attempt once canfed to be
fned in the Netherlands, and the /pirit of party will certainly
vield, either throngh probity or compaffion, to the fpirit of pa-
grivi:fm,
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ring no farther explanation of me with regard
to matters of belief, but promifing he never
{hould require any other.

¢« T abide by his promife 3 and particularly
by my own declaration: how inconfitent,
how abfurd, how fcandalous will it be, there-
fore, to have been fatisfied with 1t on the
publication of a book in which Chriftianity
itfelf appeared to be fo violently attacked 5 and
yet not to be fatished with 1t on the publica-
tion of another book, in which the author
may doubtlefs be guilty of fome errors, the
natural attendants on human frailty 5 but in
which he certainly errs like a Chriftian ¥,
as he conftantly refers to the authority of the
gofpel. In the former cafe, they might in-
deed, with fome propriety, have denied me
the participation of the holy communion, but
in the prefent they ought to allow it me. If
you alt otherwife, gentlemen, at the peril
of your own coniciences be 1t 3 for my part,
act as you wyll; mine 1s at eafe.

“ I am ready, gentlemen, to pay you ali
that deference which 1s juftly your due; 1
therefore heartily wifh you would not entirely
forger the proteltion with which I am ho-
noured by the King, left you compel me to
apply for that of the government.

¢ Let me beg of you, gentlemen, to receive

Vor. A. Kk AT

* It might be alfo added, And with one of the principal ad-

vocates for the reformation, the celebrated THEoODORE de
Srza; who neverthelefs was not cited hefore a Conliftury
L3 having faid, in a note on John ii. 23, 24.  Non faits ta/a
‘“ fides copum qui ntiraculis wituntar.” Tvisteae, that in histime
she wurd Refo}'nm,’fﬂn was not an urunmning ferni.
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*“ in good part the ftrongeft 2ffurances of my
«¢ profound refpedt.

““ Annexed, you will find a copy of the de.
¢¢ claration abovementioned ; on which 1 was
““ admitted to the holy communion in 1762,
¢¢ and which I now confirm. |

: “ J. J. Roussgsu.”

This declaration hath appeared in public long

fince; but I think it would not be improper to

ifert 1t on this occafion. Here, therefore, itis.

The Declaration of HMr RoussEAU, previous to
his being admitted to the holy communion, after
2he publication of his Emilius : Addreffed to the
Paftor of the church of Motiers.

¢« SIR,

¢ The refpect I owe your charalter, and my
¢ duty as a partfhioner, obliges me, before I
¢ offer to approach the communion-table, to
¢ impart to you my {entiments refpecting the
““ objects of our faith; a declaration which is
¢ become neceflary from the ftrange prejudices
¢ that have arifen againft fome of my writings.

«“ Tt is to be lamented, that the Miniiters of
¢¢ the gofpel fhould, on this cccafion, revenge
¢¢ the caufe of the church of Nome, for want of
¢« hearing what I have to offer, or even of ha-
¢¢ ving read my book.

“ You, Sir, do not ftand, mdeed, in this
¢ predicament 5 I expect, therefore, at your
¢¢ hands, morc equitable treatment., Be this,
¢« however, as 1t may, the work carries its
¢“ own explanation with 1ty and as I can juftify
¢ it only by means of itfelf, I abandon it, fuch

¢ as 1t i3, cither to the approbation or ¢enfure
£&
of
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of the judicious reader, without undertaking
to defend or pretending to difavow it.

¢ Conhning what 1 have to fay at prefent,
therefore, to my own perfon, I declare to
vou, oir, with all relpedt, that, fince my
being re-united to the church i which I was
born, I have always made profeflion ¢f the
reformed religion; the lefs {uipected, in-
deed, as in the country where I refided no-
thing {arther was required of me than to keep
hlence s even fome doubr of fuch profeifion
being fuffered to remain, in order that i
might continue to enjoy thofe political advan-
tages, of which I fhould otherwifc have been
deprived on account of my religion, To this
true and holy religion I now prolefls myfelf
alfo fincerety attached, and {hall continue
fo to the lateft hour of my life: U defire,
therefore, to be externally united to the
church, as T am 1nternally trom the very bet-
tom of my heart. And this I protelt to vou,
oiry 1 defire not only from the confolatic:
which I promife myielt from a participation
in the communion of the faithful, but even
as much with a view to thew public edificatorr
is my own private advantage; for 1t 1s by no
neans proper, that a {incere and ingenuous
reafoner {hould not openly appear a member
of the church of Chuit.

¢ I {hall wzit on you, Sir, to receive a verbzl
aniwer to this letter, and to confult you re-
{pedting the manner in which I ought to con-
duct myfelf on this occafion; that imaygive
no caufe of offence to a Minifter whom I -ho-
nour, nor of {candal to the congregation 1
would wifh to edity.”

Kka2 Adter
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After many difliculties, which arofe on the
part of Mr de Montmollin refpefting th:
reception of thefe papers, the King’s officer
carried his point {o far as to obtain the permii-
fion of having this read: in doing which, the
paftor reverfed the order of their miflion, and
recited the declaration firft, During the leiure
alfo, he was obferved to be greatly agitated;
every now and then {hrugging up his {houlders,
and {topping fhort to comment on what he had
read, 1n a manner very expreflive and editymg,
though not a little fingular 1 a paitor who for
rwo years and a half paft bad judged this very
declaration {uthcient to juitily lias admitting the
author to the comsiunion,

Nor was this the only indecency committed
in this Aflembly, the fame fervant of God en-
deavouring conflantly to interrupt the {fervant of
his Yrince, when the latter made any reprefen-
tatton on the fubject.  Nay, he went {o far as
1 propofe an adjournment of the Aflembly,
when he faw what turn their deliberatiens were
tikely to take 3 and that merely on the frivolous
and unprecedented pretext of one of the elders
being abfent; on whofe voice he doubtlefs ima-
gined he could depend.

Thefe cflorts, however, being infuflicient, be
tried another {fcheme; and modeftly pretended,
that he himfelf had two voices in the chapter.
Yet one would have naturally thought his deli-
cacy fhould have made him refrain from voting
at all on this paiticular occalion, as he was now
become in a manncr a party in the affair, by

reprefenting the Aflembly ot the Clergy in ex-
hibiting the orders they had given him ; and

which he now infifted fhould be conformed to,
o
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in the deliberations of the confiftory : but it ap-
pears he was determmcd to carry his point per
fas & nefds.

At the breaking up of the Confiftory, our Paf-
tor’s diffatisfaltion broke {orth, in the rudeft
manner, againft thofe of the elders who had dif-
fered from him in. opinion. He reproached
them 1n the feverelt terms for not having hiften-
ed to the voice of their {piritual conductor ; to
all which, however, they honeftly and plainly
told him, ¢ they thought it much fafer to liften
‘ to the voice of their own confciences.”

They bad, in fadt, had time {ufficient to re-
fleCt on the conduct of this {piritual guide ; on
the meafures he had taken to decetve them, and

the falfe fleps he would have them take 1n this

bufinefs. DBeing apprehenlive of the ill confe-
quences that might attend on their proceedings,
therefore, four of them thought it expedient to
addrefs themielves to the Council of State, the
proper Afferably to judge of order.

But here I imagine that I hear you exclaim-
ing with furprife, in the words of Boileau,

Tant de fiel entre:t-1l dans L ame des r?emf.s /

Whence, fay you, can {fuch fpleen and ma-
lice arife f What can afford a futhcient caufe {or
this furious animofity ¢ A TPaftor, of whom Mz
Roufleau had {fpoken more than once with high

encomiums *, muft furely have very fingular
K k3 mo-

* Particulirly in his letter to the archbithop of Parls, and
in the fuft volameof the Letters wristen from the NMowirans, Tu
reaard to thefe encominms, 4 lady of this country, who knows
the world well, very pleufantly faid; that (he had been onend-
cd, as well as others, at the writings of Mr Rouficau, an i
that not lefs with his aflertions than with his doubts ; in prout

(*
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motives to falfify thefe encomiums by his own
conduct! Doubtlefs, Sir! It is, indeed, whif-
pered, that he was certainly touched with that
powerful influence, which 1s ufually denomi-
nated the Aur: facra fames.

I leave you to gefs the reft ; and pafs on to
the abovementioned addrefs of the four elders.

Tothe Prefident and members of the Council State.

« Refpeltable Lords,

¢ The fubfcribing elders, members of the
¢ admonitory Confiftory of Motiers and Bove-
¢ refle, take the liberty of addrefling your Ex-
¢ cellencies ; being greatly furprifed to find
‘¢ themfelves required to deliberate on a cafe
¢ which {urpafles the bounds of their very limi-
‘¢ ted knowledge. For which reafon they in-
‘¢ treat your Lordfhips to give them directions
““ for their condudt with regard to the three

““ following points: |
“ 1. Whether we are obliged to engage in a
¢ rigorous fcrutiny conceining matters of

¢ religious belef ?

“ With regard to this firft article, we muft
‘“ ingenuoufly avow the incompetence of our
‘¢ knowledge 1n theology ; nor can we think it
¢ reafonable that fuch knowledge thould be re-
* quired of us, who have always 1magined the
“ duties of our charge confined to the repre-
‘“ henfion and fupprefhon of indecencies and
“ 1rregularities of manners ; without venturing
€L to

of which, the alledged thefe paflages refpecting his paftor. All

the world were of her opinion 5 and whenit was told Mr Ronf-
icau, he anfwered in the bitternefs of Ius heart, ¢ True, |
“ onght to have been aware of the danger of commending un
-+ eecleltaltis while Be wis sivig”
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“ to encroach upon the jovereign authority on
¢ which we depend.

““ 2. Whether a Paftor has, or ought to

““ have, two votes in the Confiftory ¢

“ On this fecond point we beg leave to ob-
¢ ferve, that the Confiftory of Motiers and
‘¢ Boverefle being compofed of fix elders, with
¢ the Paftor as prefident, if this maxim were
‘ eftablifhed, the members of the faid Confiftory
““ would ferve only for mere cyphers in any fu-

¢ ture debate,
¢ 2. and laftly, Whether the deacon of Val

J-
¢ de Iravers hath a right to fit and vote

¢ 1n the Confiftory of Motiers and Bove-

« refle
¢« With regard to this laft article, it appears
““ to us, that if the deacon is defirous to inter-
“ fere 1n matters of corretion, he ought alfo to
““ labour in thole of inffrution and edification.
¢ Nor fhould the Paftors prevent his catechifing,
¢ as he 15 legally bound to do, in the chapel of

« Boverefle *.
“ Your

* Tor the explanation of this circumftance, it is neceflary 1o
nbicrve, that, at the infltance of the paftors, the communities of
Val de Travers, who enjoyed a foundation for a {choolmatter,
confented to {upprefs that place, and to transfer the penfion to
a deacon, charged to aflit the clergy in the exccution of their
funétions. the inhabitants of Boverefle ftipulated in particu~
lar, that the deacon fhould come every fortnight to teach and
¢xplain the catechifm in their chapel; in order to prevent their
children being deprived of all inftruction. For thefe two years
palt, however, the poor pcople folicit in vain for their cate-
chifm and their abandoned chapel.

Our modern paftors are by no means like thofe of the pri-
mitive churches, who would brave the crofs and ftake to fpread
abread their inftructions, and folicic the people to receive
them gratis. Ours, on the contrary, find it more eafy and
commodious to confine their paftoral folicitude to the emo-
dument of the prebend.  To do jullice to all parties, however,
1!
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¢« Your Lordfhips will pleafe to take under
<« confideration the fr/# article of our moft hum-
¢« ble remonftrances; which gives us the more
« concern, as the objet of it {fo far furpafles
¢« our judgment and abilities. ~ In regard to the
¢« twwo latter, we are alfo by {o much the more
« interefted in them, as we are anxious for the
< faithful difcharge of our duty, und may fub-
¢ ject ourfelves to cenfure, while our intentions
« are perfectly innocent. We Hatter ourfelves
¢ that your Lotdfthips wil] pleafe to direct our
¢ conduét by an arret of Council ;3 which will
¢« he an addumml motive to thofe already {ub-
« fifting for putting up our moft earneft pray-
¢ ers to the Almighty for your prt,fu vatlon

Nigned,
"l H. BazrxcexcrT, A. Favre,
I.. DARRELET, A. JEANRENAUD.”

'This requelt being prefented the {irft of Apnils
the government judged 1t neceflary to expedite
the following preliminary orders.

¢ Aprril 1.

«« The Council of State, having received the
¢ informations of Mr. Martinet, member of
¢« the Council, and Captain-governor of Val de
« "T'ravers, bearing date the 25th and 3oth of
¢ Narch laft, with regard to what pafled 1n the
« Admonitory Confiftory, aflembled on Sunday
¢ the 24th and on Iriday the 29th of the fame
“ month, refpecting the Sieur Roufleau ; asalfo
¢« the joint reprefentations of four elders of the
¢¢ church, Favre, Dazencenet, Barrelet and

¢ Jean-

it muft be owned, that thefec emoluments are but fmall, and

fitele pmnnrtinned to the valuc of thet inflruilon jor win.on

thev werc intended as a yilary.
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Jeanrenaud, and deliberated thereony it is
refolved, That the condult of the {aid Gover-
nor hitherto is fully approved 5 and that, in
expectation of receiving further orders con-
cerning the final determination ot this affair,
he do fignify to the {aid Sieur Rouflean, that
the Counal of State will fecure to him the full
enjoyment of the protcétion granted him by
the King, of the favour he ic honoured with
by my Lord Marfhall, and of that which is
due to him as a jubjet of the ftate, In con-
{equence of which, the Council difpenfe with
his paying any rcgard to all or any of the ci-
tations which may be fent him from the Con-
fiftory ; whofe wncle procedure againft nim
is hereby fuperfeded, and with regard to
which a definite order will fpeedily be iflued.”

The next day was publifhed the Arret {ollow-
ing.
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¢ Adpril 2.

¢« At the requeft of the four elders of the
Confiliory of Motiers and Doverefle, Favre,
Bazencenet, Barrelet, and Jeanrenaud, 1t is
refolved, That the delicacy and prudence with
which the faid elders proceeded in the pre-
fentation of their addrefs to the Council of
State, is approved and commended.

¢ Refolved concerning the three articles con-
tained in their faid requelt, That the council
pronounce, in order,

“ On the firfl, That the Admonitory Con-
fiftory is to take cognifance only of divifions,
diforders, and licentious of manners ; having
no right to interfere in any other bufinefs

whatever, but particularly having no autho-
€ v
Fiy
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rity to call any one to account for matters of
faith or private judgment: 'ihat the mem-
bers of the Coniitory have {ull lefs nght ot
pretenfion to proceed rigoroudly in the pro..
cution of any {uch bufinels; as the Coniiito-
r- atielf depends on a {uperror power, to
which its members {hould refer their difcove-
ries of this kind when ot nnportance o the
fiatc 5 and to which alone 1t belongs to take
coé\mi‘anch and to punifh i 1ts own prudence,
i{ the cale require, agreeable to the formns of
law.

¢ "Thar the {a1d four elders are confzquently

juftificble in refufing to take cognifance of

fuch fubj:ils, notwithitanding they may be
required fo to do by thsir paitor; as they
ought not in any manner to aid or aflift in
fuch proceedings as are contrary to the con-
(litution of the State, whatever means may be
taken to engage them theremn *.

‘¢ 'With regard to the fecond articley, 7¢folved,
¢¢ ‘I'hat 1t 1s unprecedented for the paftor

prefiding over the Admonitory Confiftory to
have more than one vote ; and that wholoever

hath, in fuch a cafe, aflumed a double vote,
be properly reprehended and reftrained to the
due difcharge of his proper functions : That
it 15 not permitted fuch preliding paftor to
prefent to the Confiftory the refolutions, or e-
ven final determinations, of the Aflembly of
the Clergy; by whim the Confiftory cannot,
and ought not, to be aftelted, that Aflembly

having no authority over the Confiltory:
¢ That

* Obferve this, ye minifters of the God of peace, who come

mands obedience to the nowers that be.
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¢ That-a paftor may, indeed, confult fuch Af-
“ {embly for his own particular direGtion, and
““ even follow their advice, if he thinks proper;
““ but that he ought in no cafe whatever to lay
‘“ any the leall reftramt on the free votes and
“ {uffrages of the other members of the faid
‘“ Confiftory; and of this the officer of the
“ Otate, who is prefent, is required to take par-
“ ticular note. .

“ As to the third article of the {aid requeft
“ of the four elders abovementioned, it is ¢r-
 deredy That Mr Martinet, Counfellor of State,
“ Captain and Governor of Val de Travers, do
‘“ make proper. inquiry into the late praltices,
““ as well as into the former cultoms on which
“ {uch practices may have been founded, refpedt-
“ g the pretended right of the deacon of Val
¢ de 'L'ravers to {it and vote in the Admonitory
¢« Confiftory of Motiers and Boverefle; and
““ upon his report deliberation will be held, and
¢ farther refoluuons taken therein *.”

Such, my dear Siry is the prefent ﬁ..uation of
things here: and 1t 1s hoped the reverend
Affembly of the Clergy will, on this occafion,
have the good {enfe to apply the ancient maxim,
nolt movere camarnviam, and fo much patriotifim
at lealt to be quiet t4 efpecially after Mr Rouf-

{ean

* s arvet, coming direltly from the Council of State, and
ferving to authenticate the faéts above recited, refleéts no hitle
honour alfo on our government; and will) to every good citi-
zen, be as valuable us the Maegua Charta to Englillinen.

1' We are aflured, indeed, that our ciergy w itl now fit down
in tranquillity ; .nd that M de I\lonmwllm, in puticular,
comforts himfelf with the plealing hope, that wn wnether 7c'za
things will go better both with him and with the wneldulc
. .hﬂlmbly I‘hls may ferve as another encomiwm on that fove-
reign, under whote government we have the happineds to hve.
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feau hath {ent the following letter to Mr N#*«

Solicitor-general © with a coppy' of which I
fhall conclude mine. '

Letter from Mr Rousscavu fo Mr N * * %
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Solicitor-general.

““ Motiers, April 6, 1765
¢¢ Permit me, Oir, before your departure, to
intreat you to add another favour to the many
you have obligingly conferred upon me ;
that is, to prefent my fincereft acknowledge-
ments and profound refpets to the mem-
bers of the Council of State. It is greatly
confolatory for me to enjoy, under the au-
{pices of government, that proteCtion with
which the King hath honoured me, and the
favours which my Lord Marfhall hath {o
kindly beftowed. Thefe inftances of genero-
fity and goodnefs are {o great and valuable,
that they lay me under new obligations, which
my heart will ever duely acknowledge, not
only as a faithfal fubject to the State, but as
a man particularly obliged to that iluftrions
body by which it is governed. I flatter my-
{elf, that hitherto a perfet fimplicity hath
been oblerved in my condudt, and as great
an averfion to controver{y, as a love for peace
and tranquillity. I will venture to fay, no
man hath endeavoured lefs to fpread his opi-
nions, or hath been lels an author 1n his {o-
cial and private charalter: and tho’, during
the courfe of my misfortunes, the folicita-
tions of my friends, my duty, and even my
honour, may have obliged me to take up the
penin my own defence, or in that of others,

I can



