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br th> Crawny in fecond, by the Crownagent, Lord Advocate,

1

&c. zt Ed nburrr‘] and, in the third, bv the ]uﬂ.icm y Lords,
who tried the caufe. Thefz laft, arbltmrtl" zppoint the -fifteen
porticular | perfons who are to fit upon theaccuied.  The ftronzelk
objeltions.are mere airy as the Lords alone are the judges of “the
validire of them. 5; mejority of the fifteen Condf.mns. If,
rhercfore, miniftry, with their all-extenfive influence, can in
tp~1£ countries find 0111'*' eight fervile tools fubfervient to their
views, the mrtum,, the Tibart! es, the lives of all Scotland are at
their mercv. L rial s copdx.mmt;on. The fentence 1s appointad

berorenand h1 the I}'IITIJLL.I', and mine was known a full week at
e

T 1 1
e omburen

surgh pefore it was uttered, 'T'hey can ruin, or even murs
dery, W hon they pleafe.  This infamous robbery of the firft right
or E nglifimen, 2 trial by T,m' fairly chofen, I have endeavoured

to izt fosth In 2 letter to the Edl““ﬂf of the Morning Chronicle,

Ie:.i" Oétober or \ovcmbhr, of the date (if I remember r1ghtlv)
the 224 cr 27th, of which I now avow mylclf the author;

v n.clﬂ be _:_{ 1::1 2 10 dIHI the attention of the Society for Con{n

I am, *mdl refpe X and eftee
Your equal brmher,

T. F. PaLuer.

Lettery deied aori! ?';m, 17045 [fored TV, Skirung, Surprize
Lraufzzr, Sritheed, aa..rg]:d to the Prifdert of the Londin
C‘;.‘. ’r:::;f.f:"r ¥ LS.TE:::. v

Permit me, 8ir, to affure you, and the refpeQiable Conflitu-
tionzl So...tc:.y, that the verv confoling addrefs, received agree~
ahiv to their I'Julil ion of the 28th uit. has exmted in me, 3 2lfo
hearts of each of my feLow-martyrs for the mmportant
czufe of univerfal {uf) 2g2 2nd annuzl Parliaments, the.mo%

wely {eniztions of gratitude and efteem. The Conflitutional
ciztv was the foremoft of true patriots to raife the {tandard
i reform, for the purpole of redzeming from the contami-
nzting and contzcious influence of corruption thofe venerable,

ur almoft lolt prmc;prﬂ; of the Britith Conflitution, wrought
into 1t by the blood and 1rrefiltible encroies of our forefﬂhers,
many of 1.hom, rzther than that tnefe p"mczplc- upon which
depend the virtue and felicity of fociety, fhould be loft fight of,
cxhiblzed their high effeem of them on- fcaffolds and in dun-
geons, that all) even the moft calious fpectators, might be per-
fuacded, that the trutns, for which- they did not reckogl eveq
-therr lives too dear a facrifice, were furely worthy of the unpre-

judiced
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judiced wnveftigation of all.- Your re‘nﬁarik;,:' ﬂié;ﬁfgré‘rﬁ‘sﬁ juft,™
and ‘it is' very foothing ‘to us---we do oty We‘t@ngp#‘_ﬁ{ffc{
for fuch a caufe i vain.”---The refentinient of our ‘€nemies;
driving them into fuch abfurd meafures towards ‘mén i"qgaiﬁft
‘whom vice of ‘any kind is not even al]e‘é'giad, miift hive: mdjf’e'd@
in every unprejudiced mind, the reftle(s quettion-=-Why ¢ why
are men, who feek the improvement of theirfpécies, thrown
with felons into dungeons? And full information muit follow
{incere enquiry, and at length convert all 1o the ﬁ(‘]‘e"'of F;‘ut}}
and righteoufnefs.. I therefore chearfully confent 't6 “fuffér, to
promote the general good. o

We are blamed as having, prematurely at leaft; expoled ouf-
{elves to the neceflity of fealing, by our fifferings, the caufe
we would promote. If, in this cale, we have erred, I-will rede
dily take the whole blame, as having {trained every nerve to
prefs forward the meafure of a General Convention, as being
the only means to avert impending ruin. I fought to-arouze
and alarm my countrymen to conhider their extreme danger.
I feared, that the neceflity for fuch aflociation would be on us
before we were prepared for it. Befides, what meafure could
poffibly intereft fo much the public enquiry? What has fo
much encreafed public information? It excited counter aflo-
ciations, and caufed every man to fee, who were on the fide of
vruth, and who were on the fide of corruption. "It expofed: the
felfifh and interefted defizns of the one, and the unfeighed pro-
fecution of the public good by the other, I fpeak fo with the

reater confidence before a fociety that muft have marked the
progrefs of information fo long under their own aufpices,” “You
muft - know, that this progrefs, the exciting the €xquiry of the
‘public, has been more extenfively effefted during the ‘laft’ year,
than during the ten preceding ones. The caufe was the Ge-

" peral -Convention.  The terror and hatréd of miniftry to’ it
proves the triuth, 'Who then would have. refufed even his' life,
to have been inftrumental in promoting {6 much good ! -

- Your cxplicit approbation of our condué has prompted this
felf-exultation--~forgive, therefore,” my freedoin. 1~may -be
miftaken, ~The important revolution in-human aftairs, to which
every Chrittian vlooks with anxious hope, may be yet “diftarit,
If-it is,. tyranny may il triumph. ' But God forbid it. It
‘would theirbe better to die than' to live, -:But, ‘though I hope
the reverfe, L-know, as you juitly oblerye, “that the inportance

. of -the’caule: of freedom is'too gréat to the woild, to expect its
accomplifhment: without Gppofition,” ‘and the oppofition of de-

{pairing tyranny-will be dreadful, it .will be. déftrultive. And
'why ?  Becaufe nothing but its ruining laft ftruggle will rouze
mankind from their idle dream of fecurity, They regard 1;1-:&,

they



they pity not its prefent vidims. They. put off the evil fat
from themnfelves, and hence it overtakes them fuddenly, « when
their ftrength is gone, and there is'none fhut up orleft,” . Hold
foft, therefore, what you have attained. . Your aflocjation alone
can prevent the dreadful -confequence of fuch indifference.
Uniting love is the flrength as well as folace 'of mankind.
Cement, by reciprocal kind communication, the union of hearts,
of interefts, of meafures which have been folemnly refolved.
By {o doing, you will efcape the defiruction which is coming on
2l the earth, - | ‘ o
Worthy citizens, I will folace my mind; when drooping,
vith -the kind affurance which you haye vouchfafed by your
enafterly addrefs, that I, with my brethren, have a place in your
afe@ion and prayers; and I will believe with you; -« that the
day is not wery diftant when you will again receive us on Britifh
thores, the welcome children of a free and happy people”
When, ‘indeed, it {hall be demonftrated, « that our enemies are
the enemies of public liberty, the men who confpired againft
the hzppinefs of mankind.” ~But though the mighty are com-
bined, though they fhould fo far prevail as to {catter utterly, in
their vain apprehenfion, the friends of truth, the principles of
it, which are already eftablifhed, is the « {tone cut out without
hands, and fhall become a great mountain, and il the whole
earth;” for He who firft commanded the light to fhine out of
darknefs, is its Almighty Patron.- . ‘
Be =zflured, my dear brethren, -that I have alrezdy realized
the plezfures of confcious integrity; and‘can reflect, with the
fincereft fatisfadion, that I was influenced, in all my exertions
r the caufe of reform, by that benevolence which 1. would
ever cultivate as the principle of every kind ©of human ex-

silence. * .

With fentiments of the moft unfeigned efteein and refpeét; .

I am, your fncere well-wither,

W. OKIRVING.. .

oo Thomas Meir, on board the Surprize Tranfport, to
ndsn Ssciety for Conflitutional Information, dated April

""'--.I L oy
)
Iy

L

That the fpirit of freedom is not extinguifhed, but ftil! retains
its former eneray, in defiance of the artifices and of the violence
of defpotifin, is an"object of high confalation to my mind. | En-
caoed in the facred caufe of man, individual man is an atom.qf
Tittle value; and, in foeaking of himfelf, when he recollets and
contemplates the principles of bis condutt, fhould difdain tomake
ufe of the term fuffering.  VWithout a vain affection for mylelf,

| I difclaim
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T diféelaim the affumption: of extraordinary merit. The man who
has ated- in obedience -to the law of his own confcignce, has
fimply difcharged his’ duty, and-the contrary fuppofition would
involve him in guilt. I am'deeply perfuaded, that'many of the
nien whom I nowiaddrefs, ina fituation lefs circumferibed, with
abilities more powerfuly but not with hearts more honeft, after
having atchieved what I could not accomplifh, -would, with the
fame filent fcorn, have regarded each feeble attempt to fhackle
and to reprefs the free-born mind. . RN
Your preceding exertions, in attempting to ptocure a fair rei
prefentation of 'the people in Parliament, have been meritorious.
IThey are a folemn and fure pledge of their future continuation.
In proportion to the number and to the rapidity of thofe tremen+
dous fcenes which daily in {ucceflion pals before the eye, aff, all
of them deriving their exiftence from this violation of our con-
{titutional rights, let your endeavour in procuring a re&ificatiof
of what is wrong be encreafed ; confident you -will: obtain the
blefling of that Eeing whofe great defign is the happinels of “his
-greation. - , - i et e .
Taomas-Muir. -
It being recommended at 2 former meeting, to.the members
'of ‘the Society for Conftitational Information, to pétufe two
printed Sermons of the Rev. J. H. Williams, preached at the
Public Fafts of 1793 and 1794, as produtions of fingular worth,
the fociety came to the following refolution: .. . - . .°
' L.ondon, April 25, ryg1,
-+ Relolved, ‘T'hat the grateful thanks of this {ociety be paid to
the Rev. J. H. Williams, Vicar of Wells Bourn, Warwicks
{hire, for the publication of his two ineftimable Sermons on the
Public Fafts, of April, 1793, and February, 1794.- The'doc-~
trines and fentiments which they contain are in perfet unifon
with the principles of this fociety, and we truft that the motives
and {prings of action which he recommends will ever be found to .
-direlt vur conduét

By order of the Society,
| D. Apawms, Secretary.

Society for Conftitutional Information, May 2, 1794, -
~This being the.anniverfary of the fociety, upwards of three

undred dined together at'the Crown and ‘Anchor Tavern, in the
Strand, John Wharton, Efg, M.P. in the Chair---Stewards,
“Thomas “Thompfon; M. P. John Chitfield, John Rellefden
Gawler, Robert Knight, George Wingfield Sparrow, Jeremiah
Joyee, John Williams, ~ John Pearfon, Afthur Blake, Wilkiam
shatpe, Thomas Wardle, Charles Goring, John Binham, |
- You L. - e o 3% - During
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Durmr: the tzme,of dinger, and between the*toafts, 2 fiume-
rous band played the popular tunes of Ca Ira, the Carman'nol
the Marfellois March, the Democrat, and a new piéce of mu
called The Free COH.ﬂ'ltUthll . -

After dinner the following fentunents were given with un-
bmmd..d applaufe:

. The rights of man; T Ly
- 2- A free eenihtutiem -

3. The fwineof England, the rabble of Scotland, and the

wretches of Ireland.
; 4. Equal laws and hiberty.
, 5. May defpotifm be trodden under ‘the hoofs’ of the fwinifh
n*umtude

6. The armies contendlna' for hiberty.

7. Wifdom, firmnefs, and unanimity to all the Patriotic So-
cieties in Great Britain. -

8. The reign of peace and liberty.

A Citzen then rofe, and in a fhort {peech obferved, that the
Stewards feemed to have forgotten’in thelr 1ifts of toaﬁs a perfon
who hzd done more than 2lmoft any man towards thé reisn of
peace 2nd liberty.  He would, therefore, propofe as a toalft, Lord
Stanhope.

An-zmendment was propofed, that inftead of Lord Stanhope
Citizen Stanhope fhould be drank, which was rer"ewed with un-

bounded applaute.
9. May the publac revenue never be applied to purpofes of

corruntlen
10. The viftims to the caufe of liberty fuﬂ‘ermg under the

fantences of the Court of Jufticiary.

11. Archibald Hzamilton Rowan and the patriots-of Ir eland
. 12. The perfecuted patriots of England.

. I2. May th=- abettors of the prefent war be its v;&uns

12. The Chairman; and fuccefs to his exertions in the caufe
of freedom.

Mr. Wharton thanked the company for their marked approba-
tion of his conduct, and pledoed himfelf to continue his efforts
in. the caufe of 11bert} He then fard, he would propofe as a
tonft-—

- 15. That fready friend to liberty,. John Horne Tooke
‘\f.Lr Tooke faid, he hoped it would 'be the laft time his health

would be drank; his ambition was, that hereafter his memory

“.c

- fhould be given, :
10. Mayzall g covernments be thofe of the laws, and all laws

‘thofe of the people. S

17. Thomas Paine. LT
. et The



The Chairman, then pave, s a concluding toaft, 2 fentiment"
directly-imoppofition to that of Mr. Windham St
#5138, Profperity to the commerce and manufaQures. 'of Gt
.Bfitain- . : - | N ' S A Lo
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Hymn, for February 28th, 1794, being, tbe:daj@ﬁp;i&teg j.'gr a
General Fafl.---Referred 0.11 page 395, - .
. . o R N e T
("T'o the tune 6f the old hundredth Plalm.)-. > -

L

I. SRR AT HY
o+ O God of hofts, thine ear ~irif:‘l_ii}.1'é,‘ AT ?
Rﬁegard Our‘,pra}'ci‘s‘, our caufe be thife ;:“: o
When orphans cry, when babes complain, .* -
2 - ~-When widows weep!.'cajl{{:--t’ﬁﬁ'ﬁ ‘@f[é_l:lflj? RN
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-+ Now red and terrible thine hand,

Scourges with war our guilty. land:
Europe thy flaming vengeance fecls,
And frem her deep foundation reels.

‘ I1I.
Her rivers bleed like mighty veinss, _
Her towns are athes, graves her plains3
Slaughter her groaning vallies fills, L
And reeking carnage melts her hills, - |

IV, -
O Thoi ! whofe awful word can bind .
The raging waves, the raving wind; - . . .~ -
Mad tyrants tame, break down the hi gh, . . ..
| T.Vhofgﬂ mighty foreheads beat the ky., = = ¢

'L . ' ] _ - . ,.. V'
Make bare thine arm, great King of Kings!
That arm alone falvation brings ;
“That wonder-working arm, which broke

~From Ifrkel’¢ neck e Egyptian’ yoke,
- VIr' Yoo

. Burft eyery dungeon, every chain, : "
Give infur'd flaves their rights again 3
Let truth prevail, let difcord ceafe-
Speak, and the world fhall fmile in. peace ! -
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London Gorrefponding Sscietyy anited for a Reform ?i;':iféirffaﬂ{}:}@fl

Comnittee Room, March 20th, 1794, Dl
- Refolved, That the Society approve the fentiments gpnt%ned 1
in the ferious leGure delivered to.the Conititutional Society:at
Skefficldy on the 28th of laft month, and earneftly recommend
1t to the pernfal of all who think civil and religious liberty a
blefling, - | ' R
" Refolved, That the commanding a general faft, for the pur.
pofe of imploring the Divine Father of Mercy and Reace to
fupport and profper us in the horrid alt of deliberately deftroying
- our fellow-creatures, 1s repucnant to the true {pirit and prin-
ciples of Chriftianity, where we are commanded to pray for our
enemies, &c. and furtber, confidering that a great part of the
people are unacquainted with the nature of the prefent war,
either as to its jultice or-neceflity, (every endeavour being ufed
to keep them Ignorant of the real principles and defign for
which It was commenced,) to approach and to fupplicate the
OxinisciENT PowER, under fuch circumitances, - and .for fuch
a purpofe, muft indeed be dreadful, fince knowledge ahd con-
viction are wantng.---The worfe than hypocritical hearts of
thofe who are the authors of fuch a meafure, although_they at
prefent impefe upon the ignorant and eredulows, by fuch de-
teftzble, fuch pfetended fhew of devotion, cannot efcape the
chattifement of that Power whom they thus infult, and from
whofc judsement there is no appeal. - - B
T. Harpy, Sccretary.

Socicty For Confiztutional Information,

- o

4

- o March 21, 1794,
Refolved, That the Secretarr of this Society be direfted to
write to the & Friends of Peace and Reform’’ at Sheffield, and
to aflure them, that this Socicty views with pleafure their fteady
exertians to obtain a fair reprefentation of the people of Great
Brimin in Parliamenr, and the proper methods which they
have tzken to emplov uicfully thoe days which may be ap-
pointed for public faits. | + |
1. Apams, Secretary.
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