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2. Do you know z perfon of the name of Gales; a priiitel
zt Sheffield !

xf Yes, very well.
. Mr. Yorke was not a fettled inhabitant of Sheffield ?
. INO. -

Q Did he attend theé meetings of the Cnnﬂltutmnal Soe
ciety at Shefield ?

A, He freq sently attended, almofl every weekly mecting du-
nng his laﬁ vifit to Sheﬁreld

9. As he was not 2 fettled inhabitant of Sheffield, in what
character did Mr., Yorke attend regularly the weekly meetings
of the fociety.

A. They confidered him 2s a man of confiderablé abilities
and an orator, paid great refpect to him 3 and he ufed to attend
conftantly once 2 v eck at the meeting called the committee;
butit was not properly 2 committee, for the time of the explra-
tion of the committee was elapfed before, and znother was not
chole; znd fuch perfons, whether they had been in the com-

mittez before or not, were admitted on 2ccount of Mr. Yorke
being at Sheffeld.

Q I ask you inn what character he came there
2 1am tot“liy unacquainted with ity for he did not bring
34 lerter to us: 1have heard fa',r-—-

Q: Did vou ever hear himfelf fay ?
4. No,

. But being there, you difcovered that he had great talents;
and vzs an Orater ?

A, Yes,

£ Did he take any part in the diftuflions cf the fociety, ot
in mﬂ meznagement of 1t

4. Yes, he wrote feveral pamphlets while he was at Shef-r
fieid, and {zveral times brought fome part, if not the whole of
his pzmphlets in manufcripts 6 thofe meetings to be read.

9. Do you fp...a_-x. cow of the weekly meetings, that were
JMIprOp srly calied committees {

4. Yes.

L. Where were thole held

A At my houfe,

9. In alarge commeodious room there, probabl}f .

2 Ttwes 2 fmall room when the meeting met, But there
vas a large room when there were more perfons prefent.

.Q' How often was that large room ufed !

A. Some two, three or four times; I do not recolle& how
fznv.

‘-3 During his lafk vifit 3
A Yes,

,Q;fn
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®. In that room was there any particular accommodation
for the more commodious exercife of the talents and oratory of
Mr, Yorke? )

A. Yes, fome little thing erelted for to elevate the {peaker.

9. What did they call it ? |

A. I do not know any particular name for it: fome called it
a pulpit and fome a tribune ; but it never was chriftened.

9. And from this tribune Mr, Yorke addrefled the fociety?

A. Yes. -

9. Befides this meeting, improperly called a committee, and
the meeting where the tribune was, do you recollett any gene-
ral meeting upon the Caftle-Hill, Sheflield ?

4. Very well,

9. Was it the feventh of April ?

A, 1 do not jultly recollect; but I was there.

Q. Was Mr. Yorke there!

A. Yes,

- 9. Did he there exercife himfelf in addrefling the people ?

A. Yes.

£, In what fort of manner and language?

A. He had with him a book in his hand, wrote by Mr. Locke,
and he expatiated very largely on the corruptions that had crept
into the Britifh conftitution, or rather the evils which are ge-
nerally complained of ; he thought there was a deviation infome
degree from the original conftitution of Great Britain ; but his
manner of {peaking may fometimes lead him to go farther in
fpeaking than he ought.

9, "That does happen to thofe that are great orators very
often.—On that occafion did this unfortunate fatality attend
him, that he went farther than he ought; did it appear that
this addrels of his, and Locke’s book for his text, was more
violent and went farther than he ought ?

4. He is peculiarly energetic, and at the fame time very
warm, very ftrong; but at this meeting I do not know that he
faid any thing that was detrimental to the conftitutional law of
England.

9. It was fettled that you was to do fomething at that
meeting !

4. 1t was.

9. Settled by whom ?

. By Mr. Yorke and Mr. Gale at a previous meeting.
. To do what ? | .

A. That I'{hould make 2 motion at that meeting for petition-
ing the Houfe of Commons for a Reform in the Reprefentation of

the People,
Yy 2. Foy
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1

9. For what purpofe was you to maxe that motion as it was |

fctiled :
A. That it might be Over-ruled
-Q.., Was it fettled by the committee beforehand that the mo-
tton {aould be made, and thzt it thould be ov er-ruled *
A, Yes; it was {o agreed upon, and further for the purpofe
introducing another motion 1t its p]ace.
.,2. Pray, Sn, did you make the motion as it was agrced ?
A. I did, for petitioning the Houfe of Commons.
L. What wes done upon your making that motion !

. A. It was objected to with a view of making way for another,
which wasbrought in and carried,

£. Who was s the objector ?

A. There were onl*r four of us that were elevated above the
reft.

2. Then there was 2n elevation on Caftle-hill ?

A. Yes; one of thefe matters was carried there from our
YO OrIL. '

9. This tribune?

A Yes,

9. Who were the other three with you ?

A Mo Y orke, Mr. Gale, and Mr. Camage, -

9. Then either Mr. Yerke, Mr. Gale, or Mr. Camage
oppoted your motion?
A. Yes.

9. What number of perfons might be affembled at this
meetng !
A Several thoufznds.
9. This was 2 meeting in the open air
A Yes,
9. Then one cf thele perfons oppofed your motion, as it had
sen agreed, for introduciny the other ?
A Yes.

9. \What was that other motion ?

/. Inftead of petitioning the Houfe of Commons, to petition
his Mzjefiy, agd the petiion was drawn up; the parchments
1"“" 2T MYy ) houfe.

.Q; r2Wn up by who?

_11 HE‘EI“R RF‘dhE;:d

“' sit draven up before or after the meeting ?

AL might be c¢rawn up before, and read there s 1 think 1t

wzs, but it was not fizned till afier.

- & It was leit at your houle for fignatures ?
f’ Yes,

,2, Upon this occafion did Mr. Yorke addrefs thesmeeting,
ich vou fay was compefed of {fome thoufands !

cf

be

A0

A Yes;
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A, Yes; he introduced the fubject of petitiohing the Kirdp. to
exercife his power for a Reform in the Reprefentation-of the
People ; and this petition ‘was {ent to Liondon to Eari Stanhope,
and he did not think proper to prefent it in that form.

9. Do you remember, a day or two after the meeting upon
Caftle-hill, being in company with Mr. Gale and Mr. Yorke at
your houfe, when any application was made to him on the {ub-
jelt of printing the {peech he had delivered upon Caftle-hiil ?

4. 1 remember fomething of that fort being faid to him at
my houle, " |

9. Did he agree to print his fpeech ? |

A. To the beft of my recollection he did agree to i,

9, Was itdone?

A. Yes, to the beft of my recolleGion,

2. Didyou fee it afterwards ?

A. Yes.

. Printed ¢

;% Yes.

9. From having heard it upon the Caftle-hill, could you form
an opinon whether the -printed one 1s a pretty accurate {tate-
ment ! -

A. The f{ubftance of the matter I expe&t it contains.
9, Was that publifhed at Sheffeld ?
A Yes.

2. Do you believe this to be one of thofe publications ?

4. 1 do.
Q. Did you receive afterwards, in your chara&er of fecretary,
_frt:;ynP Mr. Yorke, any number of this pamphlet for any pur-
nofe : +
4. I did not receive them from Mr. Yorke, but I received:
them at Mr. Gale’s fhop. : -
; 2. Did you do any thing with them by the direGion of Mr.

lorke ? - -

4. It was by direction of the meeting, previous to their be-’
ing communicated to different perfons.

2. Do you mean the public meeting?

4. ‘The private mesting.

2. E]?id you in confequence thereof make up any packets ? -
A, Yes, - S

9. Look at thefe packets. |

A. Thefe are direfted by me according to order. ~

Q. How many might you direct in that manner in feveral”
packets ? | '

4. 1 do not recolleét exactly.

2. About how many f ‘ |

A, There might be twenty-four, -

Yy 2 9, What

{
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9. What were done with them? |
4. They were lapped up, and direlted to feparate perfons,
aind then all put 1n a box.
9. To whom were they {ent ' .
4. 'T'o the beft of my recollection, they were fent £2 " omas
Hardy.
Q. I would ask you firft, what your {ituation in life was be-
fore you was applied to, to become the fecretary of this fociety ?
A. 1 was 2 cutler,
Q. Was you working at your bufinefs ?
A. Yes, when 1 had any bufinefs to work at.
Q. Wasyou zpplizd to, to become the fecretary, or did you
2pply ?
. 1 was 20pli=d to.
2. Who zpplied to vou ?
4. John allcock was one,
9. Was yvou paid any thing for your trouble ?
A. Yes. |
2. What was your inducement for taking that office upon
you ! a
4. I {hould not have taken it upon me if I had not been ap-
plied to.
2. What induced you ?
A. "The war had fpoiled my bufinefs.
2. You did it to increafe your means of fupport ?
A, Yes.
9. Did you hear any thing about procuring arms at Shef-
held? .
4. 1 heard the report, a5 many others did, but I purpofely
avoiced meddiing 1n thought or act with any thing of that fort.
8. Did you hear in the fociety, or from any of the members
in the fociety, 2ny propofition for arms ¢
4. Yes, 1 did; but it is neceflary that this fhould be well ex-
plained. A few cays before this meeting, when 1t was fpoke to as
cing the right of Englifhmen to have in their power means of
efence, 2{purious hand-bill waspublifhedin Shefheld, withan in-
tention to proveke the foctety to fome unjuftihable meafure; it
vas {poXe to in the meeting, as having a1ight to have them in
their own defence ; and Joleph Gale {poke to:it; he was the
mzn ; znd this bill, this wicked band-bill, was not {igned by any
mzgiftrate, and it was throw’d about the town in the dark, It
caufed zgitation 1n the minds of the people, and it was fpoke of
2s baing the right of every individual there to have {fuch and fuch
armsaccoralng to their rights, leftany riot or tumultfhould break
out; 2nd i am happy to fpeak of this, for I fhould be happy{to
- {ee
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{ce that advertifement which was publifhed in the Sheflield paper
a week after.

9. Was that hand.bill diftributed previous to the mecting
upon the Caftle-hill ¢ :

A. Tothe beft of my knowledge it was after that meeting.

9. Was this fubject of procuring arms publicly difcufled, or
at the private meetigg ?

A. ]t_ was in the public 'meeting of the fociety that Gale
fpoke of our rights, in our large room. .

9. Was it a public meeting of the fociety; were ther
frangers there?

A. Yes, many others who were not members in the room.
Tickets were not regularly delivered at that time I believe.

9. You members introduce vifitors ?

A Yes. |
9. Did you fee any arms, or any model of any?

A 1 never {aw one,

9. What fort of arms were they that were talked of as fit to
be had for the purpofe you were ftating ?

A. Pikes, but 1 never faw any till I was brought to London.
- 9.1 do not know whether you have heard any thing of
night-cats ! . | ,
A. 1 faw a model of one, but it was only like a child’s play~
thing.

.Qg: We will jult get an account inwhat manner children
play with it at Shefficld. What fort of a thing was it ?

A Tt was a little thing, ftanding on three poinis, and one
point {tanding up.

9. How many points were there to it ¢

A, 1 think there were four.

9. If you throw it down it always prefents a point ?

A. Yes.

9. And how long was that point ?

A About three quarters of an inch, juft to thew what fort of
a thing 1t was. |

9. Was there any other purpofe for which thefe inftruments
were to be made, except as a play-thing for children :
. A. 1 never heard of them in tne {ociety at all.

% Where did you fee that model ? -

. Tothebeft of my recolleCion, in the houfe of one Benja-

min Dan.
- ©. Was he a member of the {fociety ?

A. Yes, but it was not he that produced it.
- 9. Who did produce 1t!

A. 1 think they call him Charles Rhodes, |

9. Had you ever {een fuch a thing before ? :

4. 1 never
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4. 1 never did. .

2. You naturallyasked its ufe, for which it was conftrucled ¢

4. 1 do not recolleft any converfation on that head, only that
1t was tzken and thrown on the floor.

9. 1Vas that alt of throwing it down on the floor, accom-
panied by no defcription of the ufe of it, except as a play-thing ?

A. There mizhr, but it was not ferious ; there was nothing
ferious {2id on it. |

9. Serious or not, what was faid on it ?

4. Nothing was faid, but he brought it to thew them.

9. What was faid, ferious or not fetious, asto the ufe?

A. 1 cannot call to mind, only that he took it out of his
pocket, and faid, that ke had come to fhew them this that a
httle boy had made.

9. Was it cailled by any name ¢

A, 1 heard no nzme of it there till I came to London, and
then 1t was called a cat,

9. What did you hear it called in addition to that name ?

A. 1 heard no name at 2ll there whatever:

2. Was there zny converfation at that time, when 1t was
thrown vpon the foor, about cavalry ?

A. 1 do not recollect any converfation at all ; they might fay;
ook at the model.

2. Was there no converfztion ¢ You told me juft now, that
the converfation was not ferious about it. Upon your oath,
was there nothing faid about cavalry or the town of Newcaftle ?

A. 1 know nothing about the converfation of Newcaftle;
Newcaftle was not mentioned. .

2. Upon yvou ozth, was you not prefent at a converfation in
which the model was produced, and there was a talk of the
town of Newcaftle !

A. Upon my oath, I never was, ,

L. «Nor vou never heard of any converfation with refpect to

cavalry r
- 4. No, I do not recollect any converfation about its ufe; I
never heard ary thing except defultory, loofe, trifling, pleaiing
converiation. .

9. The more defultory, loofe, trifling, pleafing converfation
1t wzs toe better; let us have it?

A4 1am fure I dannot recolledt ity elfe 1 would,

9. Try, do not hurry yourfeli f

A. 1 do not recollelt, except taking it out of his pocket and
throwing it on the foor. .

. No, no cebate zt all, and the cenverfation you do not
recoilect f -
4. Ne, there was none 2t all 5 1t was fhewn principally to

the
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the company as being the production of 2 boy orchild; I
remember 1t perfectly well,

9. PIt was a thing you had never feen any thing like it
before !

A. No, I do not recolleét that ever I had.

9. And you contented yourfelf with feeing it thrown down
upon the floor, without asking any queftions about the ufe
of it? -

A. T had nothing at all to do with that.

9. Now, fir, you told me that at that meeting at the Caftle-
hill, Mr. Yorke, though generally warm and energetic, dif-
pofed to fuy {trong things, did not fay any thing detrimental to
the conflitutional law of England. Were you prefent at any

other meetings, whep his {peeches were not altogether con-
{titutional ?

A. 1 have been prefent at other meetings where he has not
been {o guarded as at that meeting.

&. Perhaps when he has not been fo well guarded, it was at
‘the meeting of the f{ociety only !

A Yes, .

Q Be {o good to tell us a little ihe tendency of his difcoutfe
when he gave himfelf a loofe manner, and followed the impulfe
of his nature ?

A If 1 bad noted them down, I might have been able to
repeat them,
9. I do not exped that you fhould give them in his manner,
or precife words, but the {ubftance ¢

A. 1 do not recollet at prefent ; 1 may have heard him when
converfing in this meeting; {ometimes he was very warm to
be fure, and fometimes might drop an unguarded expreflion ;
fometimes fuch as comparing what he looked upon to be the
erievances under which we labour, and the privileges that we
once enjoyed ; he might ftep out of the way ; [ heard him once
ule an expreffion, but for my own part I would not chufe to
put a comment on it ; he exprefled himfelf to this purpofe, that
we were in a low defpicable fituation, and rather than fubmit to

it, he would go up to London with the people there prefent,
but did not fay for what., - '

9. How many of you might there be then prefent, who
were to come up with Mr. Yorke to London, rather than
fubmit to live in {o defpicable a fitvation? -

A. There might be one hundred and fifty

-

or two hundred,

9, Was this at one of the meetings of the fociety ! .
A, Yes, with fome others. s

9. At one of the general meetings &~ 9
A Yes, | #

Furye
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Fury. Go to Lendon, and what then ?
4. He did not draw any 1nference.
Afr. Garrzw. \Was that after you had heard any thing upon
the {ubjedt of arming ?
4. 1 think it was before that ; to the beft of my memory it
vwas before that, 1 am not perfectly clear of that,
9. Was that delivered from the tribune !
. Yes, delivered from the place that was called fo ; fome-
trmes 1t 15 cailed a pulpit.
9. It was from that orator’s clevation that this {fpeech was
celtvered ?
A Yes. '

2. Then, perhaps, having brought that to your recollection,
vou may poflibly recolle¢t {omething elie ¢ *

4. No, I never remember any other that gave me any pain;
I {hould rot recolle& that, but I felt pain at the time.

2. What was it that made you feel any pain at that decla-
rztiont of Mr. Yorke's ? |

A. Becaufe I feer God and honour the King.

L. And therefore you felt pain at that declaration of Mr. Y orke?

A. Yes, *

9. Either at that or any other meeting do you recollect any
other expreffions of Mr. Yorke !

A. No, I do not remember any expreffions that fo firuck me
z$ that, T

9. I do not know whether you have feen this paper before.

(Thz proceedings of the faft day at Shejfield fhewn him.)

9. Did you ever fec that before ? .

A. I never fee but one from which this was taken, perhaps.

Mr. Aiternzy-General,  Look at the bymn there.

A, Yes.

A, Garrszw. Have you feen a pamphlet of which that ap.

azrs to bea copy f -

a A. Yes, |

9. Be {o good as to look at this: {ansther paper fhewn him)
have you feen that veiore ! |

A Yes,

9. Do you remember the circumitance of 2 proclamation for
2 general faft-day to be held 1n January 1794, in London {

A Yes. | |

9, Tell us in what manner the faflt was obferved upon the
Caftle-Hill, at Sheffield ? —

A. It was not at the Caftle-Hill, it was another place, at the
top of the town ; I forget the name of the place,

8. Was you togre |
. f-?g IWE. - ) -

__ 2, Was

—
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), Was that in thie open air ?

ﬂ'YES.'. ‘ . UL A

9. How many perfons might be affembled for the purpole of
obferving that faft? = - - '

Court. Bow is that evidence - . R
- Mr. Attorney-General, In order that that may be underftood,
your Lordfhips will recollet that there has already been read
from the Conftitutional Society’s book, a refolution, thanking
the people of Sheflield for the manner in which they had {pént
the faft day., - - o |
~ Mr. Garrow, With the addition that this printed paper was
found in the prifoner’s poficfhon. |

9. (To witnefs) How many do you think there were
affembled ? | -

A. There might be a thoufand or two, . |

9. Be fo good as to tell us the manner in which you, together
with that aflembly, of a thoufund or two of the inhabitants of
Sheffield, celebrated that faft day? |

A. With the hymn that is there.printeds -

9. Inorder tofhorten it; I will put it thus: Is the manner
in which it is reprefented.in this printed paper, correét !

4. To the beflt of my knowledge it is.

My. Garrow.- (Reads) “ A Royal Proclamation having been
ilfued, commanding February 8, 1794, to be obferved as a
General Faft, the friends of Peace and Reform in Sheffield deter-
mined to honour the day in the moft diftinguifhed manner, -
Accordingly, the thoufands of that town affembled upon a fpa-
cious plain, near Weft-flreet, Back-fields, where the meeting
was opened with prayer ; after which a ferious lecture, fuitable
to the occafion,. was read with great energy.” | T

Mr, Gibbs. Take the legal courfe in introducing the paper.

Mr. Garrow. There are feveral legal courfes.—If you ap-
prove of it better, 1 will authenticate the paper.

Mr. Gibbs: The legal courfe is the belt.

%. What might the number of your fociety amount to af
Shefileld ? .

A. Nearly {ix huridred, more or lefs.

9, Are you divided into divifions or feétions ?

4. Sich a mode has been advifed, but has not been regulr-
ly and orderly kept. . '

9. By whom had that mode been advifed ? |

4. 1 cannot recollect, becaufe it was advifed before 1 was fe-
ctetary. . _.

2. Do you fuppofe that fix hundred were the full amount of
the members of the fociety at its greateft extent of your numé
bers—did they amount to twg thoufand ? '

Lz - A4 Na,



| 302 ]
A. No, no fuch thing.~I wrote the tickets.
u think a2bout {ix hundred was the number,

< YO

A. Yes,

9. You foy tae diftribution. into divifions or fections was
Th

r~t

not regularly executed ; what was done towards it ¢
A. ere were a Lmd of bocks delivered, called diftrict-
books, but thev were not regularly 2ttended to,
*md Chicf Tuftice. Where did thofe beoks iffue from ?
A. lhE} veere printed by Jofeph Gale,
Q By whofe directions ¢

A. They were printed before I became a member ; before
I joined the fecmty

:Q' They were the focieties books, printed by Mr, Gale ?
. Yes,

. 'To whom were they diftributed, to what-manner of per-
fons, '2nd for wha: purpofe

For the members of the {ocieties to divide nto diftriéts,
ou may czll it fections.

zi"

VO

9. Itwzs not regularly effelted ; what was the mode' in
which thaefe diltniés vere to aflemble themf..,lvcs s

#. They were to meet, if they thought proper, but princi-
p_]l_ to colledt a penny per week from each member.

9. That was the contribution towards the fund of the fociety?

./:'!' Y—E:.

9. Were there any regular periods at which the different fec-
fions were to communicate in one general affembly, or was that
left to emerzency !

4. Such 2 thing was mentioned but never executed.

Q. What was mentwned but not executed ?

4. The difirict meetings ; but they were not properly at-
tended to.

Or

A, Lawzui called in again.

9. Look at this paper, (a pampblet entitled Fafi-Day, as
ch :ru,da‘ N .fM) where did you find that ?
.z:f At Az, ..J.a"d" 5 houfe.

9. Look at this {4 Serisus Leclure.)
/. 1 found that at Mr. Hardy’s.

._.9 (Zs Brosmbead ) After the Serious LeSture was read, there
5 2 hvmn prepared *

./7 Yes.
Q. Who compoled 1t ¢
t e "0"'}})0{6(] by one Montzomery,

flated to be fung in full chorus by the afzmbly.
i
s £

4

b |

4, 1 believe
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./f I beheve they were printed by ]ofeph Grale,

. But by whofe order—at whofe expence ¢

AT hey were {old.
9. Who ordered them to-be printed ¢
f] [ believe it was a private matter.
But there is an expence incurs, you know, before the
fale of printing and publithing ¢ -
A. He was not paid till after it was done.
9. Who furnifhed the copy to Gale ?
A. 1 don’t know for certain.
9. Who read the lecture ?
A« A gentleman from Halifax, .

. Do you know of any proceedings of the {ociety, or com-
mlttt.e, or of Yorke,. refpeting the printing and publithing
thefe two pamphlets ¢

A. 1 do not,
9. Do you know whether they were generally diftributed in

the town of Sheffield !

A. They were {old.
2. Do you or not, from your own knowledge, know whe-

ther the fale was extenfive ?
A. I think not very, )
. There is a prayer ; who compofed that ?
A 1 did.
Q. Y ou compofed itsyourfelf ?
A, Yes.
2. Who was it delivered by ¢
4. By myfelf,
9, From notes or extempore ?
4. It was extempore,
h 9. You had written it and committed it to memory, pere
aps?
A, Yes,
Q, What became of your copy ?. .
A, 1 do not know, there was no account taken of tt; it was
delivered to Gale, to be printed.
9, At whofe dire¢tion? |
4. 1 do not know, it was a private meeting of feveral
members of the {ociety that that was {poken of. .
2 Befo good as tell me if you know thefe names ]ohn
Pa ne Newhill ?
| A’ I have heard the name, but I do not know the perfon..
2.. Was he member ? -
A, 1believe fo, - - | '
2. Joleph Gale? N
4. Yes, 1 know Jofeph Gale. |
Ziz 2 9. He
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.Q_ He was 2 member?
..t’.?- ‘.I. £S.

9. Do vou know Jofeph Smith ¢

A. Yes.

9. Do you know D""ld Martin ?

A Yfzs.

2r. Garrow. It is not worth while going through the names,
1t is 2 {ufiicient evidence that they were fent up to the Confti-
tutional Scciety, to be affiliated with them, which is proof they-
were members,

(Read by the Clerk of the Caurt )

¢ Proceedings of the public meeting held at Sheflield in the
open air, 2d of A pril, 1794, and alfo an Addrefs to the Britifh
nation, being an expoiition of the motives which had determin-
ed the “Ople of Sheffield to petition the Houfe of Commons
no more oa the fubjett of Parliamentary Reform.

(Paze g.) «Fellow Citizens, the day is at length arrived,
when fanaticiim and fuperﬁition, eprived of their tinfel trap-
pings, znd expofed in their native uglinefs, to the view of man-
kind, flink fcowling back to the cave of obfcurity, there I hope
they ‘will for ever remain,”

#r. Erseine.. Let the whole of it be read.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE PUBLIC MEZTING.

“ In purfuance of a public advertifement, a (General Meet-
ing of the Friends of Juftice, Libertyand Humamty, was lield,
2t three o’cleck on Monday the 7th of April, 17 794> On tha
Caftle-hill, in Sheffield, to conﬁder upon the propriety of 2d-
drefiing the King, in behalf of the perfecuted patriots, Citi-
Zens Muu‘, Palmer, Skirving, Margarot and Gerald; alfo of again
petitioning the Houfe of Commons for a Reform in the Repre-
{entation of the People, and to determine upon the propriety of

petitioning the King, for the total and unqualified Abolition of
Nezro u!w ry.

¥

< \Gtm-mthndmu' the mclemency of the weather, (very {e-
vere rains having fllen until within a quarter of an hour of the

appomted time of meetirg, ) from ten to twelve thoufand people
2 aifembled on the accafion:

““ Henry Yorke having been voted to the Chair,

The nuﬂneis was opened by reading the following Addrels to
the King, in behalf of the fuf'"ennﬂ- Patriots.

«1TQ THE hI\’G
« A zfda’r.-.'/; frrm Enbabitants of the Town and Neighbourheod

‘of Sb.mﬁ;/d 111 the County of York,
“ SIRE,

““ WE, the underligned, being warm friends of Liberty, and
the R!gnts of Man, Ieel ounelves deeply affected -by-the fen-
tences
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gences which have lately been pafled in your Majefty’s Courts.
of Scotland, upon citizens Muir, Palmer, Skirving, Margarot
and Gerald.

¢ Had thefe men been really guilty of crames, their punifh-
ment {hould doubtlefs have beent proportionate to their offences 5
but, fo far from confidering it as a crime for a man to ufe every
conflitutional means in his power to efteta Reform in the Com.
mons Houle of Parliament, we think that every man who thus
exerts himfelf, deferves well of his country; fince we are per-
fuaded that nothing fhort of the accomplifhment of fuch a Re-
form, will reftore peace apd happinefs to our prefent agerieved
and injured nation. -

¢« We trufted alfo, that your Majefty entertained the fame
opinion with us of fuch exalted conduct, from your Majefty’s
§aving chofen for your moft confidential fervants in the ftate, men.
who had fingularly diftingvithed themfelves by their patriotic
exertions in the caufe of Parliamentary Reform.

“ But the friends of thefe {ufferers having brought their cafe
before Parliament,without producing the defired effe¢t—the prin-
cipal of thefe very fervants of your Majefty having oppofed the
meafure with all his corrupt, but trrefiftable influence—feeing no
- other refource, we approach your Majelty in this Addrefs, to in=
“treat your Majefty to interfere in behalf of thefe (whom we
deem) innocent men, with that power which the Britith con.
ftitution has placed in your Majefty, of pardoning whom your
Majefty pleafes—a privilege which is {fometimes gracioufly ex-
tended ‘even to real and palpable criminals.

¢ Let it not be recorded in the hiftory of this country, that
King George IIL. or any of his judges, tranfported men for
fourteen years, becaufe they had dared to ipeak the fame words
“upon a fpeculative fubjeét, which, if they were not the imme-
diate means of advancing his Majefty’s then prime minifter to
“his high fituation, caufed his elettion to be remarkably popular.
Let it not be faid, that men of education, of refined fentiments,
of the moil virtuous and benevolent charadters, were fevered
- from their deareft conneltions, and plunged into dungeons with
thieves and proftitutes, Let it not be faid, that fathers were
torn from their wives and children, and fons from their aged
parents, becaufe they had the virtue openly to condemn the ac-
knowledged corruptions of government, and to exert every
peaceable means in their power to remove them. -Let it not
be iaid, that it was as great a crime to fpeak the TRUTH as to
be guilty of FELONY.. o

 But rather, O King, let it be recorded, that George III.
Pbad the wifdom, the humanity, and the juftice, to ftep in be-
pwixt thefe fevere and cruel feptences and their execution,

| ¢ Thele -
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¢ Thefe are our delires—thefe our plain fentiments, We

}m w they are fuch as your Majelty is unaccuftomed to hear
but, if they are {upported by truth and reafon, fuffer not the
homelines of cur manner to offend your Majefty, We are
p"7n men, 2nd will not flatter a King. If our wifhes be at-

ended to, we are perfuaded it willy 1n fomﬂ gcod degree, huin
tbn murmurs waich unreafonzble feverity ina govérnment never
fails 10 excite; and 1t may alfo avert that Srarm, which 1t 15 but
30 evident hos lonz been awiully gathering, and which may
burf® forzh in a moment when your Ma_]f:&y thinks not.”

¢ The Addrefs being read, and received with repeated ap-

piaufes, The Henry York rddreffed the mecting in f{upport of'
the meature. He odierved, that the caule for Wthh our country-
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were now fulffering, was the fame as had been advocated
2 $3, by Mr. Pitt, the Duke of Richmond, ayd

/
0 were at this ime penfioners and placemen under

oLaer men

the zltual government; taat a convention, for the purpsfe of
OBtal ‘:“g Parliamentary Referm, hadbeen held atthe Thatch-
ed Hou! Tavemgm which thefe men wentas delegates, or actedas
:ii?::rtﬁ, taat 1t v cru“], if not unjuft, to pumﬂl men for

following the Ek:‘i'ﬂpm which thofe in power had fet them. The
cusfton was no:t a quﬂ=r;0*1 of econvenicnce, but of right.~It
was notencuch to fav, that the people were farmerly reprefented
but that they had 2 righz to be reprefented nsw.  Ihd the minif-
try, thercfors, mean to aflert, that what was rlcrht to-day, was
vrong to-morrow ! Did tney mean to dﬂclare, in the face of
he world, that what was 1n con*orm:ty to the maxims of ; jui-
tice at that time, thould; in lo fhort a fpace, be deemed unjny,
and punithe d as a ¢crime 2
« After baving expatiated conﬁderably on this very impor-
ubjell, he nroc ceded with obferving, that in all countncs
where {evere h_-d {anzuinary pumﬂ]ments were encouraged,
couid have no afiection for the government under whlch
thev hived, and their chedience to it could refult {olely from mo-
tives of fiar. 1 hat liberty of opinion could not be denied to
any iTes Country, wiiiout denying at the fame time the rigits of
tie pronle. Tha ::thrrg,‘ argued more {trongly againtt a govern-
Znt thanine m defi zn of depriving the people of this li-

bertvs thatitwasap .oaftszo*nmnu]gtmz* wrsug yand that even

COVErNOrs Wers zinamed of their canﬁ“&, when the rlght of dif-
cuiiicn was viclated or put an end o, “I'he civil liberty we enjoy-

ed 1n our country wzs the effect of political difcuflion 5 and its po-
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tzicel liberty would hove long ﬁnc._. been reftored and {ecured, if
our rulers had not interpofed to weaken or annihilate this right
birdt, by giving a power of decifion to judges, which the an-

L v
cieat law oi tac Lind did not acknow ledge: Secondly, by con-
founding
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founding the truth with the fact of publication: And, thirdly,
by having punifhed with the” utmoft feverity libels in :private
cafes, to prepare the public mind for thofe fevere fentences in
public ones, which difhonoured and iriitated the nation, It
had been lately the fafhion te confound government with the
conftitution, and the minifiry with the government. To op-
pofe, therefore, the mad and wild, if not criminal fchemes of
adminiftration, was to oppofe gevernment, and, by this mode
of reafoning, to oppofe government was to be an epemy to the
conftitution. + A government can never give a more authentic
proof of its propenfion to tyranny, and of the impropriety, as
well as impolicy of its meafures, than by reftraining or forbid-
ding the liberty of difcuffing publicly matters of legiflation atid
policy. It 1s debafing the charaller of man, as an intelletual
being, to deny him the right of enquiring into that which even

governors allow was made for his ufe, namely, government.
¢ To punifh inquiry, {everity is exercifed for imaginary guilt.
But what is the eftect? Mifchief is proliie, Violence in go-
vernmeilt begéts refentment in the people, who murmur and
exclaim.  (Government is provoked, and {tudies vengeance,
When one aét of vengeance is expofed, more always follow.
Affedlion is loft on both {ides, and, what 1s worfe, is trrecover=
able. Hatred begins ; and the government and the people be-
ing a variance, confider each other no longer as magiftrate and
fubject, but as mutual enemies, Hence the inhuman with of
Caligula, that he could murder all the people at one blow. The
fequal is in order: he is continually deftroying them; they are’
continually withing him deftroyed. Such condult had the
fatal téndency of cramping the gentus of men, and of replung-
ing the nation into a ftate of barbariim with regard to their re-
ligion, their laws, their moials, and their government, and
to keep them ignorant of the moft important concerns in their
trade, their fplendor, their fehicity ; whilft all the nations around
them were improving themiclves in morals and policy, by the
daring efforts and concurrence of enlightencd men, whofe views
were direCted to thofe objects alone which were really worth:
their attention. The reafoning of a government, which pro~
hibits informations is defective in every particular 5 its progrefs
15 notto beftopped,nor even to be checked, without manifeit dif-
~ advantage, Prohibition has no other eficct than to hyitate mens
to infpire them with an ideaof infurrection, and to give to all
their writings a libellous tendency. Severe and atbitrary fen-
tences thay wtimidase, but they cannot conwvinee a nadon. It is
by reafon and argument alone, oppofed to zpparent réafon and
apparént argument, that a govérnment can hepe to be victori«
ous over its internal enemies, or render itfelf permanent by the
quiet
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quiet and cenlcientious concurrence of all its citizens. It s
daing too much honor to innocent fubje&s to be alarmed at 2
few pzges of writing, or at a few fugitive orations, when bar-
racks are erec®ed in 2 country, and 60 000 armed mercenaries
are ready to execute the mandates of government. Experience
had proved, that the rigorous profecutions which had lately
tzken place throughout Emrland and that the cruel fentences
which hzad d!*trraced the camtal ﬂf Scotland, had not.anfwered
tae purpofe of eftablithing arbitrary power, and of Lrufhmg the
Iebf:l‘ion of honeft minds. Although there is no fpint fo erect
and independent zs not to be broken by the long contifivance of
the filent and inglorious fufferings of a jail; yet it had been
iound, that men were P: roud to {‘rep forward in this moft {tormy
feafon, when fuch terrible examples of legal vengeance had been
hLeld upbefere them to plead the ancient rights of their country,
to unmask the infamy, intrigue, and murderous piojets of ad-
m:mitrr.r:on,hnd according to the principles of the pureft benevo-
lence, to aifert the hhcrtv of the whole human race. The pre-
fent times bore 2 ftrong and marked refeblance to thofe ter-
rific ages when prieits "held their dominion over the minds and
con{ciences of men, and when thiey -endeavaured to eftablifh
the reign of intolerance and orthodoxy amidft flakes of fire,
and frezms of human blood. All hiftory had evinced, that
every attempt to curb and bridle the expanfion of the human
mind had been ineffefual 5 it had evinced; that opinions, though
Imothered for a time, burft forth with redoubled furyy and were
victorious over power ; it had evinced the -triumph of réalon
and truth over prejudice and fuperftition, and that hibsrty, whe-
ther of opinton or perfon; however {flow i its progrefs, had
untiormly moved forward towards 1is deftined goal; and that
cven, zt this ‘moment, the interruptions which had been op-
poled to 1t in our own couniry, although they might be injuri-
cus to individuals, would finally obtam, conﬁrm, and eftablith
tae rights of the peoplh. Confcious of their uprightnefs, the
friends of freedom bad perfevered in their noble caufe, unap-~
palied by the influence of {pies and informers, and by the threats
of acorrupt,a crazy, and wicked adminiftration. In {o doing,
they bad acwed in perfeét confermity to the piinciples of virtue,
without which no man cculd be a friend to his country, and a
lover of mankind, Its effence conlifted in the regulation of our
conduct by {uch mora! axioms as are beft calculated to promote
the general happinefs of our fellow-creatures: and as it fre-
cuently hzppened, that the happinefs of the individual ftood in
diret cppofition to that of the public, it 1s the perfection of vir-
tue in individuals to facrifice their own happinels to that of the
public, A man, in peflefion of this virtuous principle, feels
| delight
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delight whilft adally burning in the brazen bull-of Phalaris 4 and
fuch, he trufted, was the altuating principle of thofe generous
patriots, who.are become willing victims of the moft barbarous
and {avage fentences that ever had been pronounced in Britain
who had made a glorious ftand again{t arbitrary power, and
who broke loofe from the fondeft endearments of human life,
in the hope of redeeming their loft country from the fangs of
a dark and brooding prejudice, dnd from the horrors and turpi-
tude of an ignominious flavery. ) _
¢ It was.the tyranny of the Britith government which drove
William Penny with the philofophic people called Quakers, to the.
delectable regions of Penfylvania, where, by toleration, induftry,
and permanent - credit, they revived the fimplicity cf the primi-
tive ages of fociety, It was the fame tyranny which has driven
1nto voluntary exile, or forced by law into banifhment, the moft
virtuous of men, the firlt of phiofophers, the moft exalted and
courageous band of patriots that ever honoured the foil of Brie,
tain. Among the former Joleph Prieftly, one of the moft pro.-
found philofophers of the age, and molt ineek and amiable of
citizens, claims the fad pre-eminence; and among the latter,
{tand the names of thofe perlecuted patriots, in whofe behalf
we are now about to addrels the executive magiftrate of our
country—a noble and a gencrous band, wholfe fufferings do not.
claim our pity, becaufe they boil up our rage ; whofe fentences.
difgraced thofe who pronounced them, not thofe on whom they
were pronounced ; whofe condition is enviable, becaufe honour~
able, and to the whole of whofe opinions and conduét, no good
man, ‘or honeft citizen, can give one diflentient voice! In
times like thefe, when a man is mocked and infulted, becaufe .
he bears the name of a patrioty an epithet once honoured by
the people of England; at a time when thofe who have, the
courage and magnanimity not to flatter their country, are de~
ferted, betrayed and perfecuted, what honours are fufficient for
thofe who thunder truth againft tyranny ! What difgrace ought
pot to await thofe timid beings, thofe ncgative patriots, who
keep aloof from the {cene of action, and riot on their country’s
wrongs ? When our nation fhall be regenerated, thefe perfe-
cuted men will wear civic crowns. In the political, as in the
moral world, the fricnd who appears to focthe our diftrefles,
excites our efteem ; and he who, In calamitous times that try
nien’s fouls, facrifices interefty friends and home, in order to
fave his finking country, merits well, notonly of every Briton,
but of all mankind, and even of the government under which
he lives, - :
“ Fellow citizens, the day is at length arrived, when fanati-
cifm and fuperflition, deprived of their tinfel trappings, and ex-.

7 A - pofed,
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@afw’ in their native uplinefs, to the view of mankind, flink
fc'w ing back to the cave of obfcurity; there I Hope the}r will
for ever remzain. I he enerrrv of Englifhmen will-no longer en-
dure this ftrange uproar of mjuﬁlce. I trult my countrymen
zre fick of relizious and political 1mp0ﬁurc; and that their de-.
cifive znd menly condudt will command, in an imperious tone:
which will take nc denizly not a melioration of thefe enormous
abules, which would be to compromife with injuftice; but |
truft tl"E» wiil demand the annihilation of corruptions and abules,
z2nd a rettitution of the original rights of human nature, I afk
of our governors, this p‘ ain queftion, s it better that the people
{fhould be in a confiant ttate of {ftupidity, than that they fhould
be fometimes terbulent ! Minifters of ftate, if ye mean to be
wicked, fufier the pauple to write and fp2ak-; you will find men
corrupt enough to ferve you zccording to your evil defires, and
who will improve you in the art of bujanus.. If you mean to
be good, permit them to write, you wall iind fome honeft men,
who will i IMprove You 1 the art of a Turgot. How many things
are ve itill ignorant of; before you can become great either in
coodorines il. 1fee no glur" no advantaze, no pleafure, no fafety,
in 2ny man reigning as 2 Sultan over flaves. Such 2 horrid pre-
eminence taraithes the luftre of the moft exalted ftation, It IS,
befides, precaricus, for Sultans are frequently depoled, and ven-
geance vereaked upon them.

“ Ineed not invite you, fellow citizens, to feel for any hu-
man being who {ufiers, much lefs need 1 folicit your approof of
tne pref..nr mezfure, after the general teitimony of fatisfattion
}ou have given of 1t, You are too enlightened to need the aid

of znv infirudion § from me, and your underftandings are too
r.';uch awaxened to require that your paffions fhould e played
upon. \Whilft the unerring tiibunal of potterity fhall condemn,
with fcorn 2nd derzﬁon, with execration and difzuft, thofe in-
humazn beaines who have been the cauies of {uch unemmpled and
inhumen {everityy our perfecuted bretaren will obtain a verdick
of honour and ¢lory, 1 may ventare to {2y, that, beloved by the..

refent ag 2 future ages fhall heap zround their monuments

reyhlea of und}mg fame, and an exafperated and repentant
people {nall earol their names in the volume of hiftory, which
records zlio the names of Sidney, Hampden, and Locke!”

“ The foilowinz refolutions were then read three times over,
and, with the exception of one or two perfons, were unanimoully
*‘do ted :

« ‘That the people being the true and only fource of go-
xhln*nmt, the frecdom of fpeaa.mg and writing upon any fub_]eﬁ
cannot be cenied to the members of afree government, without
offering the groffeit infult to the majefty of the peaple.

2. ¢ That
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9. ¢ That therefore the condemnation of citizens Muir,
Palmer, Skirvine, Margarot, and Gerald, to tranfportation, for .
exnofing the corrupticns of the Britith govd!ffment, was an a&
better Iuited to the maxims of a ‘defpotic than a free go=
vernment. | |

3. < That the addrefs which has now been read, be pre-
fented to the King, in behalf of the above perfecuted patriots.”

« On the fecond refolution being propofed, an hifs was
heard from different parts of the meeting, in confequence of
one or two perfons holding up their hats againft it; on oba
ferving which, H. Yorke thus addrefled the meeting :

- % FeLLow-CITIZENS,

« As your chairman, I call you to order. As an individual
T muft obferve, that this hiffing is repugnant to the principle of
toleration or freedom, which we wifh to {ee eftablifhed,. We
have this moment read and given our afient to, an Addrefs to the
King in favour of liberty of opinion ; let it not be {aid, that we
are the firft to violate that liberty in others, which we claim for
ourfelves.  Opinions will always vary, evenamongft the wifeft
and beft of men.  We are bound, therefore, te fhew tender-
nefs to the opinions of others, and compaffion even to their pre-

judices. - Let our enemies fee that we confecrate by our example,
what we defire to fee eftablithed as a principle, Hiffes do not
convince ; they tend only to irritate the minds, and to beget the
ill-will of our fellow-citizens 5 let us, on the contrary, confront

" them with the weapons of reafon and truth, the only logic of
liberal minds. Every thing which has a tendency to {tir up the
paffions without awakening the underftanding, is unbecoming
of freemen, or of men who would be tree,”

¢¢ Thele well-timed obfervations had the good effeét of pre-
venting any further figns of intolerance, and the utmoflt decorum
prevailed throughout the conduct of the bufinefs. - -
¢“ It was next moved, © that a Petition be prefented to the

Houfe of Commons, for a Relorm in the Reprefentation of the
People in Parliament:> but fo marked was the difapprobation
given by the whole meeting to this meafure, that not one fingle
perfon feconded the motion, but a molt profound filence, inter-
rupted only by a few murmurs, was obferved : upon .which
Henry Yorke again rofe, and addrefled the meeting in an ani-
mated {peech of an hour long, and of which it is impoffible for
us to give our readers a juft conception. He took a general -
view of the Britith conftitution, and {tated its moft prominent
defets ; among which the want of a perfe&t national repre=
{entation was the moft glaring. He dwelt’ a confiderable time

upon this fubjelt, and then proceeded to take a rapid furvey of
34 2 the
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the exertions which had been made at different periods, and by
different perfons, to promote the caule of Parliamentary Reform,
“ He obferved, that the fubject was become a mere bu nbear,
emploved to decewe the people, and worked upon as an engine
to raife into pewer, nced; and ambiticus men; that the very
fame men, who, in oppofition, had declared, that it was the only
mez{ure of {aving the country from ruin, were the firft to re-
prebaie 2nd fccut the meafure of Reform when they were in
povier., From the ccrrupnﬁns of the Britifh government, par-
ties had been generated, whichy in their route to power, had
convuifed znd plundﬁrecl the empire. Under the diftin&tions of
names, principles had been forgotten; ard for the {zke of
lezders, whom the pecple had foolifhly Idothd the machine of
sovernment rolled on amidft the feuds and contentions of party,
Eternally the peace of our country had been difturbed by the
ranccur and animofities of fa&tions, and the ceople, inftead of
turning them{elves to correct the grofs evils which, exifted in it,
hzd ever been the tcols of tafe and defigning men, and jeemed
prepared to whet and ﬂj;.rp en their fwords one agzinft another,

< Tt wzs now hizh time that the people fhould Jay alide
leaders, dtica*‘d ;acr:ons, and 2 for themfelves.  He ftrongly
inforced thefe principies, and then entered into a compleat dea
tzil of the ancient conflitution 25 eftablithed by Alfred, which
he proved to be at this time totally defaced, if notloft, He
then purfued the gradual decline of popular hbert} in kngland,
frem the aznarchy which was the confequence of Damih and
Nermen invafion ; andtaking a general sketch of our hiftory,
'io fzr 25 1t Was connected with the fubject of popular reprefen-
tztion, he mzde feme firong and pointed remarks on the revo-
Jut c:n of 1638, the object “of whlch, he {aid, was not, could
rot be znfw elea, unlefs annual partizments and general fuffr?
were reftored.  For this he had the authority of Lord S Gmer...
who dreve up the Declaration of Rights, and who was pmrﬁctﬁd
by William iil. for his pepular exertions .at that memorabie
DCCh

“ In order to prove that the revolutlcn had net correlponded
«i:h the expediations of the people, no fooner was the Prince of
Qrzrze eftzblifbed cn the throne of-England, than all ideas of
¢~e ancient moce of annual pathaments were effaced, and the
t-iennial aCt was paflec in the very face of that revolution, and
in cireét centrzdicion to its principles ;3 for the revolution, at
Tvelt, fo i:sr zs it refpecied the people, was nct intended to be a
ccinprom fe tetwween the King ard the anftacracy, forthe jcint

inneritance of the pecpte but to eftablifh on unequivocal prin-
ciples the right of the people to covern themielves, and to regal

thofe celesatcd powers which they had emrufied to their fer-

Y nHtSi
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vants for this purpofe, when they were either abufed, or negle&ted
to exercife them. If the revolution were not a revolution for.the
people, 1t was no revolution at all, bat a confpiracy of a few
ennobled opprefiors againit the liberties and happinefs of the
many. But if 1t were defigned to comprehend the people,
and its end has been perverted, or purpolely laid alide, the
people are not warranted in pefitioning, but are juftified in de-
manding as a right, agreeably to the tone of language ufed in
the Declaration of Rights, the reflitution of annual parljaments,
and the efltablifament of univerfal-fuffrage, But the fhock
which was given to the itability of thefe principles, vras moft
infamoufly flagrant, by the enating of the feptennial adt, in
the reign of George I. I the act of patliament in the reign of
Henry V1. erafed from the roll of citizenfhip fome of the beft
members of the community, the enalting of the trienmal and
feptennial alls, filled up to the brim the mealure of govermental

iniquity, and poured forth the waters of bitternefs throughout
our land.”

« Frriow-CITizZENS, ~

* ¢ Enough of precedent. The human race has long been
roling down the tide of ages neglected, unpitied and opprefled.
It is high tune that the devious courfe of human policy thould
not be left to the uncertain iflue of ftorms and of elemental
wars ; but that the machine of ftate fhould be guided by the
polar ftar of reafon alone, which is never feen but when the ma-
jefty of the people is refplendent. What is beneficial in the
example of ages, we ought to referve with caution. What is
injurious, and what is only tolerably competent to anfwer the
common purpoies of fociety, ought to be abolithed. ' We infult
ourfelves, when we abjeltly diftruft the powers which nature
has given us; nor ought we paffively to acquiefce in infti
tutions, which, though injurious, may be preferable to thofe
that may be endured by others. We infult ourfclves, when we
foolifhly balance betwecn tolerable wices and pofitive good ; be-
tween unnatural fyftems, and novel, untried, but juft,maxims.
The human mind is progreffive ; fois the focial mind, That the.
one therefore fhould. remain {tationary, amid the rapid courle of
tae other towards perfection, is a prejudice as unnatural as it is
mjuricus to the happinels of man, The governments of Eu-
rope prefent no deletable fymmetry to the contemplation of the
philolopher—no erjoyment to the fatisfaltion of the citizen.
A vaft, deformed and cheerlefs ftru&ute, the frightful abortion
of hafte and ufyrpation, prefents to the eye of the beholder no
{yltematic arrangement—no harmonious organization of {ociety.
Chance, hafte, faltion, tyranny, rebellion, maffacre, and the
hot, inclement altion of human paffions, have begotten 6[1@!11;
| | tility
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Utility has never been the end of their inftitution, but partial
intereit hzs been its fruit.  Such abominable and abfurd forms ;
{uch Iarrlﬂgfr-a cillonant princinles, which chance has fcattered
over tae earth, cry aloud for fgfnethmg more natural, more
pure, and more calculatec to promote the happmefs of mankmd
Experience muft regulate the mechanifm of povernment, by
wiich I mean not a narrow and confined, but a liberal and en-
lightened experience, which, hearing without paffion or pre-
‘udice, the teltimony of azes and nations, collelts from its
general principles, to further th progrefs of civilization, It is
in hiftor rv that we are to dive for thofe rich materials of legif-
lative experiment, which are to ameliorate the focial order, and
repair thofe breaches which injuftice has long fince made. But
if this experience be found inadequate to the purpofe of alle-
vizting human miferies ; if it afford nothing but the melancholy
pm“uﬂ& of outragecus defpoti{m—of exceflive vices on the part
of the govern:ng, and debafemnent and vailalage on that of the
&ovcrnﬂd . if it aicribe the commotions of fuﬁ‘ermrr countries to
the defizns of factions, and not to principles ; if it thew, that
in confequence of national ignorance, after the firf ebullitions
of revelt, they have fat down in a torpid calm, and borne with
ufurpations {Hl‘ heavier than thofe by which they were rouled to
arms—it muil be granted that this experience is Important,
becaufe it teaches the fuffering nations of the prefent day, in
v.hat manner to prenare their combultible ingredients, and hu-
manits in what manner to enkindle them, {o as to produce
with effect, that grand political explofion, which at the fame
time that it buries dcfpotifm, zlready convuliive and agonifing
1n rui'ls1 may raife up the people to the dignity and {ublime
cranczur of freLdOT*.

“ To eiieci ‘u: juft and ufeful purpofe, revolution of fentiment

mut precede revolution of government and manners, ‘The
CODUIRT ent r;_,r :s muft be excucd, that the popular voice may
= felt and neard.  "The people muft grow wife, n order that
e pecple may rule. It 1s faid we-preach anarchy ; but what
13 znarchy but n\... eitablithment of confufion on the wreck of
popular opm en? It 1s faid we are Levellers; but thofe are
Lev ellers who would with to reduce man to the condition of
tne brute; guided by p;:* son 2fid uninfluenced by reafon. Thole
are Levellers whofe hands are dipped in the public fpoils 3 who
afert impunity for crimes, and inviolability of perfons; who
would make humanity tale a retrogade motion; who would
pliv the arm of juftice, and defeat the end of equal laws, We
izve ever cilclaimed the foolifh 1dea of levaliing property 5 be-
czue our cwn broperty, the fruit of our labour, or of our
taiciis, might, by the e.ma*nplﬁ_, be expofed to the invafion of
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the firft-intruder. It were well, if thofe who confound juftice
with crimes; would confider that the poor man’s property, lictlé
as it is; 1s as precious to him, as is the wealthy ftock of the-
rich man.” It were well, if feeling the force of this principle,
the ariftocracy would unite with us in the caufe in which we
are embarked, Property, they fay, ts facred, Is not, then,
the property of the poor man as facred as that of the rich; and
ouzit it to be hlched or forced from him without his confent,
any more than that of the rich man? Can thofe who do not
relpect the property of others, expell others to refpect their
property ! We wifh to exalt, not to level, We wifh to better
the condition of the wretched ; to equalize men under the in.
fluence of law, but to give to merit, induftry, talents, patri-
mony, virtue, taeir proper weight and correlpondent dignity in
the {ocial order, Are we, then, ungovernable, becaufe we rejeét
mif-govéninment ? Are we ungratéful, becaufe we defend our
liberty and property again{t ihofe who ought to refpet them ?
Are we rebels 10 maintaining our violaied laws, againft thofe
who are open rebels to laws, and who fet themfelves above thofe
laws which they ought to have venerated ! I know, that in all
aces of .the world, people who would not be oppreffed, have
been reckoned ungovernable, by men who are, or who would
be oppreflors. I know that the enemies of .oppreffion have
always been ftigmatized as enemies of government. I know
that it is feditious to blame the excefles of power, and infolent
to mention the infolence of thofe who abufe power. I know
that it is fedition to diftinguifh between public right and public
wrong, between government aud tyranny, Nor 15 it enotigh
to acknowledge all good government to be irrefiftable; but the
worfly and the abufe of the beft, muft be irrefiftable alfo. I
know, that to complain of tyranny'is fafiion, and to throw it off
rebellion ; but they who opprefs are the greateft rebels, and for
the opprefled to turn upon them, 1s but to refiff rebellion—it is
but to do a juft and natural actien,  Whoever violates the Jaws
of reafon, equity and nature, whatever {tation or name he may
bear, is a rebel, {ubject to laws azainic tyrants and rebeliion.
Tyrants, therefore, and oppreflors, are the higheft and moft
confummate rebels in the world—-capital traitors to God and
man, and punifhable by all the laws of God and man. Amid
all the abfurdities and chimeras of Papgani{m, it was never be
lieved that tyranny was warranted by Heaven. It was never
believed that the blocdy Caligula was the vicegerent of God,
and that the. worft of men had a2 commiflion ffom Heaven to
opprefs the human race, It was never believed that murder,
rapine and mif-rule, were government, add that lawlefs and
bloody-crowned robbers were governors divinely appointed. It

was
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was never believed that fociety had no remedy againft devouiing
luft and the raging {word, which were deftroying all the ends
of fociety, and even fociety itfelf, Such mdrrnmes to (God and
man, were never broached by Pagans; thE} never propagated
docirines which would have turned men into i1deots, deftitute of
refection and feeli ing 5 into beafts of burthern, and beafis of
facrifice ; turned Heaven into Hell ; human foctety 1nto a chaos
of blood znd carcafes ; , and the earth into 2 place of torments,
It never enterzd into the heart of a Greek or a Roman, nor into
any heart that felt the fentiments of virtus and humanity,  that
it wzs unizwful to defend nature ; a crime to ward off murder,
bar’wan‘v and defolation ; and an impiety to do the moft godlike
a&ion which can be done on this fide Heaven, that of difarming
tyrants, and of faving our country from perithing,  Govern-
ment is doubtlet 2 facred thing, and juftly claims our reverence
znd dt.tv- but when government 15 general oppreflion; when
havoe, fooil and parfecution prevail, to the deftrution of all
vho d’) well ; when law and juftice are banithed, and military
defpoiifm triumphs ; when property is attacked and feized with- -
out the confent of its owner, and lives are wantonly deftroyed ¢
—Is this government too ? If it be, tell me what is not govern-
ment? 1 do not thiuk, in zn age like this, that the people of
this, or any country, can ever be fo funk or deadened by
oppreffion, but that repeated provocation will raife a fpirit
among{t them canable of accomplifhing the greatelt projects.
Even the moit profeffed and degraded ﬂaves, the people of
Turkey, often roufe themielves, and calting their proud rider
to the earth, trample him to death. A little fpark often kin-
cies a grezt flamey and a flame foon fpreads to a conflagration.
An 1grorant nation roufed to aflert 1ts liberties; will be mad and
furious ; for, when men are ufed like beafts, they will at like
like bealis ! Buty when an enlightened people, knowing their
rights, are reduced to a {tate of degradation, they will know
that taelr condition cannot be worley but, by their own efforts,
netr condision muft be better.  An wnorant people, incited
bv repzated imury to fhake off the load of injuftice, will rifk
unfeen evils 2rd calamities—will rick even a civil war,- to
be revenged on their oppreflors. Such was the temper
of the Komans upon the revolt of Sacrovir—they even
exulted In 1t, and, in hatred to Tiberius, wifhed fuccefs
to e public enemy. Such were the injured people of
Spzin, who, when the Romans came, mvfu:lv received them
25 the' ieliverers from tie tyrannous yoke of Carthaze. But
ightzned people will never {ully the viltories of patriotfin
 irregular condult.  Revenge will never be adopted as a
]::111...Ip Peace wili 2étuate their demeanour, and they will
ciorv in ewaitng the flow procels of unjverfal information, as

a prelude
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w preludé to univerfal emancipation, rather than tarnifh the ¢hrw
reer of liberty, by involving their country in fcenes of terror,
wafte and depredation,” Qpprefled nature will, at a proper
feafon, depart from paflive principle ; and, thould an attempt be’
made to wreft what remains of liberty from us, [ truit all men
will concur to vindicate their violated rights—for, 1f the at-
tempt be {uffered once, it will be often repeated. A few repe-
titions create a habit, and habit will claim prefcription and right.
For governors to be omuipotent, the race-of man.muft be ex-
tinct ; "and no argument for deftroying anarchy can be uled, but
what is full as ftrong for the overthrow of tyranny. Itis dif-
ficult to reftore public affairs, when once difconcerted, to their
former fteady principle—numbers will engage in the corruption,
and will try every art and power to fupport it, and thzy will
continue to do fo, until nature, which is always uppermoft in-
man, figns thelr tragical- doom ! | "
¢« CITIZENS,

¢ | repeat my former affertion. (5o 6ny as you hitherto have
done, in the culture of reafon. Difleminate throughout the
whole of your country, that kiiowledge whichi is fo neceflary to
man’s happinefs, and which you have yourfelves acquired.
‘Teach your childrén, and yout countrymen, the facred leflons of
virtue, which are the foundations of all human polity.  Teach
them to refpeét themf{elves, and to love theit country. Teach
them to do unto all men, as they would that they fhould do unto
them, and their love thall not be confined to thzir country, but
fhall extend to the whole human race. When fuch a revolution
of fentiment thall have difperfed the mifts of prejudice; when,
by the incefiant thunderings from thé prefs, the meaneft cottager
of our country fhall be enlightened, and the fun of reafon fhall
‘fhine in its fulleft meridian over usj then the commanding
voice of the whole people hall recommend the five hundred and
fifty-eight gentlemen in St. Stephen’s Chapel to go about theif
bufinefs.” |

“ After having concluded the above fpeech, Henry Yorke ob-
ferved, that as there might be many perfons prefeut who came
from motives of curiofity, and others who came for a more
criminal purpofe, he fhould adduce in juftification of the reafon-
ings he had employed, the writings of a man, who was the firft
to reduce into a {yltem the ftudy of the Human Underftanding,
and the Principles of Goyernment—he meant John Locke,
whofe excellent difcourfe on Civil Government he then beld in
his hand, and from which he read the following extraéts

“ No government can have a right to obzdience from a people
who have not freely confented to it which they never can be
{uppofed to do, till either they are put in a full flate of liberty to
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chufe thelr zovernment ané governors, or at leaft tilf they have
{uch ftznding laws, to waich they have, by taemfelves or their
reprefentatives, given.their free conlent, and aifo ull they are al-
lewed thelr due property, which 1s fo to be proprietors of what
they have, that nobedy can take away any part of 1t without their
own confent, without which, men under any government are
not in the fiate of freemen, but are cirect flaves under the force
of war.

¢ There is another way whereby governments are difloived,
and that is, when the legiflative, or the prince, either of them,
alt contrary to their truft.  Firil, the legiflative alls againft the
truft repcled in them, when they endeavour to invade the pro-
erty oi the fubjslt, and to make themfelves, or any part of the
communi’y, maiters, or arbitrary difpofers of the lives, liberties,
cr sorrunes of the people.  'The realon wiy men enter into fo-
cicty, is the prefervation of their property; and the end why
sey chufe and acthorize a legiflative is, that there may be laws
mzde, and rules fet, as guards and fences to the properties of all
the members of the fociety, to limit the power, and moderate
the dominton of every part and member of the fociety : for fince
it czy never be fuppoled to be the will of the fociety, that the
legiflztive fhould have a power to deftroy that which every one
defigns to fecure, by entering into fecicty, and for which the
people {ubasitted themlelves to legillators of their own making 3
whenever the lcgiflators endeavour to take away, and deftroy
the progerty of the people, or to reduce them to flavery under
arbitrary power, they put themfelves into a fiare of war with the
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, who zre thereupon abfolved from any farther obedience,
zft to the common refuge, which God hath provided
for 2ll men, againit force and violence, VWhenever thercfore
the legifiznve {hall tranigrefs this fundamental rule of focicty,
: by ambition, fear, folly or corruption, enceavour to
gra{p themielves, or put into the hands of any other, an
zdlolute power over the lives, liberties and citates of the peo-
pis; by tms breachh of trult they forfelt the power the people
had put into their hands for quite contrary ends; and it des
voives to the peeple, whe have a right to refume their original
liberty, and, oy the eftablifhment of a new legiflative (fuch as
they (hab toinx fit) provide for their own fafety and fecurity,
which 1s the end for which they are in fociety, What I have
f21d here, concerning the legifiative in general, holds true alfo
concerning tie {fupreme executor, who having a double truf
put in him, buta to have 2 part in the legiflative and the fu-
preme execuiion cf the law, acls againft both, when he gocs
zbout to {2t up his own arbitrary will as the law of the focicty,
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¢ alis afo conwrary to hus truft, when he either employs the
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force, treafure and offices of the focicty, to corrunt the repre-
fentatives, and gain them to his purpofes ; or openly pre-en-
gages the eleclors, and prefcribes to their choice, fuch, whom
he has, by folicitations, threats, promifes, or otherwife, won
to his defizns ; and employs them to bring in {fuch, who have
promifed before-hand what to vote, and what to enalt, Thus
to regulate candidates and eleCtors, and nuw-model the ways of
eleftion, what is it but to cut up the government by the roots,
and poifon the very fountain of public {ecurity ? for the people
having referved to themfelves the choice of their reprefentatives,
as the fence to their properties, could do it for no other end,
but that they might always be freely chofen, and {o chofen,
freely a&t, and advife, as the neceflity of the commonwealth,
and the public good fhould upon examinaticn, and mature de-
bate,- be judged to require. This, thofe who give their votes
before they hear the debate, and have weighed the reafons on all
fides, are not capable of doing. To prepare fuch an alfembly
as this, and endeavour to fet up the declared abettors of his
own will, for the true reprelentatives of the people, and the
law-makers of the fociety, 15 certainly as great a breach of
truft, and as perfect a declaration of a defign to fubvert the go-
vernment, as is poflible to be met with. To which, if one
fhall add rewards and punifhments vifibly employed to the fume
end, and all the arts of perverted law made ufe of to take off
and deftroy all that ftand in the way of fuch a défign, and will
not comply and confent to betray the liberties of their country,
it will be paft doubt what is doing.  'What power they ought
to have in the fociety, who thus employ it contrary to the trufk
went along with it in its frft infbitution, is eafy to determine;
and one cannot but fee, that he who has once attempted any

{uch thing as this, cannot any longer be trufted.

* T'o this perhaps it will be faid, that the pcople being ig-
rorant, and always difcontented, to lay the foundation ot go-
‘vernment in the unfteady opinion and uncertain humour of the
people, is to ¢xpofe it to certain ruin; and no government. will

¢ zble long to {ublift, if the people may fet up a new legifla-

tive, whenever they take oftence at the old one. To this I
anfwer, Quite the contrary. People are not fo eafily got out
of their old forms, as fome are apt to fuggeft. Thev are hard-
ly to be prevailed with to amend the acknowledged faults in the

“frame " they have been accuftomed to.

% Butit will be faid, this hypothefis lays a ferment for fre-
quent rebellion. To which | anfwer, firft, No more than any
other hypothefis ; for, when the people are-made miferable, and

_#ind themfelves expofed to the ill ufage of arbitrary power, cry
up their governors as much as you will for fons of Jupiters;
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let them be facred and Civine, defcendcc, or autnorifed from
heaven; give them out for whom or'what you pleale, the fame
Wil ha..,aen The people generally ill-treated, and contrary
to right, will be rc“c‘g upon any occafion to eafe themfelves of
2 burthen v hich fits He cavy upon them. They will wilh and
{eex for the copportu n”'v which in the change, weaknels and
2ccidents of human afieits, feldom delays long to offer itfelf.
He muit have lived but a little while in the world, who has not
feen examples of this in his time; and he muft have read very

lictle, who cannct procuce exampies of it in all fosts of govern-

ment in the world,  Secondily, 1 anfwer, that {uch revolutions
huppen net upon every littie mifimanagement in pubhc affairs,
Gn,a:. miflakes in the rufing part, many wrong and inconve-
niznt Iz S, and zil the flips of human frailty, will be borne by
he peopie, without mutiny or murmur; but, if a long train
of zbufes, prevarications and artifices, all r.-.;fm’mg the ﬁw way,
mzke the defign vifible to the people, and they cannot bat f.f'.{'
what they lie Lm:ﬁ., and frz whither they are going, it s not to
be wondered zt, that they fhould then ronfe themfetues, and en-
d“amul to put tne rule mto {uch hands which may fecure to
nem the eacs for which government was at firft erected ; and
1theut which, ancient names and fpccm”s forms, are fa far
m being D :ttu::-r, that they are much worfe than a {tate of na-
ture, or pure anarchy—the inconveniencies being all 2s great
2rd ; 25 near, but the r...medv farther off and more difficult.”

“ After reading the 2bove, Henry Yorke continued,” ¢ ]
muii ebferve 1o you, that for this diicourfe on Civil Goverm
ment, John Locke was preferred by King Willlam, to the im-
portznt place of -Mafler of the Mint, and was univerfally be-
lcved a.,d h?u cured zt Court, This booL was generally con-
icered 2t the time it came out, to have been a more powerful
neans cf fecuring the King upen his throne, than even the
:rims of Holland and Britainy and it has contributed -perhaps,
TOre than 21y oiier m]:cadar, to fecure the prefent Royal
tamiy vpen the ihrone of thefe kingdoms, Altbough it was
Wil ::L.,n 2 centuryago, 1t was a prmmpal n eflablzilnntr the A-
merican Revolution; it has conipired the overthrow of d“fpotlﬁn
rence ; and, before long, its principles will have drivén
Ceincsiim from the face of kurope. "Fo fuch a book there can
bz no exception; and 1 think 1 cannot better ferve the King,
Fmy f;—,'.'lo /~citizens,-than in bringing it before the public.
1 urderfiand it is not to be purchafed, becaufe | am told minif-
try have bought them nll up, or they were purchafed to be fent
t> Americz; but [ will defeat ther ends; I will extract its
Ioirie, arrd r-we it y._.ru in a fmall compafs, and as chezp as tl_lﬂ
prets ¢an print it —{ Loud and reiterated applavfes.)
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- ¢ The following refolutions were next read and unanimoufly
approved of, amidit the loudeft applaufes. | _

4. « That in every country where the people have no fhare
in their government, axaticn 1s tyranny.

5. “T'hat therefore a government 1s tyrannical or free, in
proportion as the people are equally or unequally reprefented,

6. ¢« Convinced of this truth, it i3 the opinion of this Mecet-
ing, that the people ought to demand as a right, and not peti-
tion as a favour for univerfal reprefentation. ,

7, ¢ T'hat therefore we will petition the Houfe of Commons
no more on this {ubjelt.”

‘“ After which Henry Yorke, according to a requifition which
had been made to him a few days befere, prefented the follow-
ing Petition to the King for the total and unqualified emanci-
pation of the Negro Slaves. He prefaced the Petition with a
molt eloquent and animated fpeech on the {ubject; but from
the fatizue which he had undergone from the preceding part of the
bufinefs, it was tmpofiible for him to carry to his intended length;
a difcourfe which had already drawn tears and fighs from a great
part of hisauditory. As we underftand he means to make an
appeal to the public on the {fubjedt, in which, of courfe, will
be-included the obfervations which he made at this meeting,
we truft no apology will be neceflary for our omitting to give
any fKetch of them here.” '
| “« TO THE KING.

“ SIRE, "

“ Juftice is eternal. Unconfined by time, perfon, circum-
ftance, or place, it ought to form the bafis of all legitimate

government, and the motive of all human intercourfe. |

““ As-intelleGtual beings, we conceive it to be a facred obli.

gation, impofed on us by the Supreme Being, to think for our-
felves.  1n conformity to which principle, we are naturally led
to defire the extenfion of knowledze throughout the world,
As we ourfelves fee/, we are naturally led to fympathife with.
thofe who fzel alfo. Withing to be rid of the weight of op-
preflion under which we groan, we aré induced to compaffion-
‘ate thofe who groan alfo, and to defire an alleviation of their
fufterings, | |

“ On our own account we have repeatedly petitioned the

Lower Houfe of Parliament—but petitioned in vain, We are
weary of the pradtice. We are difguited to hear-the hallowed
name of liberty made the fport of corript placemen ; and we
are fhocked to fee, that in the practice of legiflation, humanity
1s but a name. We are now petitioning, nat for ourfelves,
but for othzrs ;—for thofe, whole forrows harrow up the feeling
fouly and terrify the Chriftian heart; for thofe, who are the

| victims
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vidiims of avarice, cruelty, rapine, lmmﬁrahn, and luxury -
We have the fanciion of one of your Majelty’s fons, in declar-
ing, that the Negro Siaves, in the Weft Indie, are full as hap-
py as tae lower claffes of neople are in England. Weeniploy
1o great an authority in juftification of our petition; and cen-
fidering, thatwe who fupplicate your Majefty are generally men
of that ﬂ&lcnp*ion, we are bound to conclude, that if our Afri-
cza brethren be no happier than we are, they muft bé wretched
jndzed. Lor we groany Sire, under great and grievous bur-
thens, and we {ee no nrnfps& of redrefs before our eyes, nor
have we 2 hope that our miferies WIH thostly end.  Our wives
a4 little ones are fiarving, and ourfelves unable to provide them
with the common ne ceiﬁ.rm of lifey are funk in forrow, and
compelied to join in their bitter agony and deep defpair. But
tie contem,;lauon of our diftreffed ftate becomes additionally

zial rnh, 2t the certainty of having more burthens zccumu-
iated upen us, whicn may be produ&we of confequences in-
juiious 0 the caufe of hu*i.*n't}f and fatal even to the interells
cn government itfelf,  Such, S.re; is our flate; and fuch, from
ne compafifon drzwn by the Duke ¢f Ciarence, is the ﬁate of
our Nezro brethren in the coionies. DBut in addition to the
tﬂﬂ!‘wn, of fohigh an authority, we have a yolume of refpec-
2ble evidence celivered info the Houfe of Cnmmons, which
proves, beyond contradiction, that our condition Is by no
reans fo deploranle as that of the wretched Africans. They are
SLAVES ;—-.mdn— waich odious epithet, man is reduced to the
cenditienof the brute, and is-eprived of a country, and of the
zncerefl ties of human itfe. "I'he rights of a focial bemg are
denied to hir, and every p.mtpxe of moral obligation is deftroy-
ed. The liberty, the perfon, and the induftry of the Slave,
" zre at the difpolii of the mafter. Far different is our ftate ; and
.-;_;.ﬂmr-h from nct bei ng reprefented in the Houfe of Commons,
cur property may be taken from us without our confent—al-
tsough from the erection of barracks throughout our country,
2d from the vaconftitutionz! introduion of foreign troops 1n-
't :t—from the encouragement givento a fyftem of fate inqui-
#itton, and from the violent meafures employed to wreit the
Yiberty of the prefs {rom the hands of the fubjeft—we cannot
cail ourfelves FREE men in the {trict fenfe of the word. Yet
our lives canict be taken from us, but for crimes prievoully de-
fined and declared punifnzble by law; nor can our gerfons be
_Wﬁmon‘}' foorted with, to eratify the lult, the avarice, or the
rueity of overleers and flave-drivers. So far we have un-
dgub..eaw the advantage over the Negro Slaves; and we cane
‘pot heip Lhmlinf:r, in wﬁtt—‘* to the Rovfl Perfonace who drew
;m:np zuu:e, that he reafoned more from our at?cual condi~

: ~ tion,
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tion, than from what we were, and what we ought fo be—g .
frce, a happy, and contented people. .
« Quitting, therefore, the comparifon which has been drawn
between the poor of this country and the Negro Staves in tne
colonies, we befeech your Majefty to take into your gracious
confideration our Petition in their behalf.  'We are happy to
congratulaté your Majeity, that we not only cultitvate reafon
ourfclves, but we are daily exerting ourfelves to diffufe its in-’
fuence univerfally, Cur fuccefs, Sire, has been wonderful 1—
We glory in announcing to your Majefty, that, by the ufe of
that realon, we have difcovered that fociety 1s made -for man’s
happine(ss that liberty 1s the firft and beft gift of Gob to
man—which 1t would be impious not to aflert, and facrilege to
furrender. In the names, therefore, of Liberty, of Juftice,
and of Humanity, and for the fake of thofe, whofe cries of
“ Mercy ! Mercy, Mafter " are ringing eternally in our ears,
we petition, we implore your Majefty, to put an end to thit
devilith commerce in human flelh ; which is a thoufand times’
more abominable in the eyes of (GoD and of man, than the prac-
tice of felling human flefh in Germany—becaufe accompanied
with alts more profoundly cruel, and more deliberatély inhuman. .
The voice of an immen{e majority of the whele nation has in-
voked the humanity of the Houfe of Commons for the partizi
abolition of injuftice—butin vain, It wis told, that the Slavé
Trade was inhuman, impolitic, and unchriftian, Eighty-eight
only, out of 558, voted agreeably to the will of the nation for
its abolition I | {—Did the remaining 470 mean thereby to fanc-
tion inhumanity and impolicy, and to oppole the Holy-Chriftian
Religion, the fundamental maxim of which is, ¢ Do unto all
men a$ you would they {hould do unto you.” One melancholy-
fat, however, it has proved, that the ferle of a majority
of ‘the people was not regarded in that Houfe, and that Jufticeé
and Humanity aré of no confideration, when put in' competition
with avarice, wealth and power. But what makes humanity
more than fhudd<r, one of tne membersof that Houfe, who
had his lez bit off by a fhark, and whofe life was faved by poor
negro, declared, that he fhould vote again/? the abolition of the
- Slave Trade, becaufe the Negroes contumed the refufe of bur
fitheries, Such marked ingratitude, fuch” unfeeling barbarity,
publicly avowed in the Britith Senate, inftead of fending the
author to prifon for an abufe of {peech, met with repeated ap-
plaufes, And what grieves us-mere, we find," thit this-very
man has been appointed, by your Majelty’s munilters, to {uper-
intend the provifionment of the 2rmy nsw carrying on-the
dreadful work of human flaughter on te b.ood-ftained hields of

Flanders,
’ ¢ S0
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“ So many bars having been thrown in the way to prévent
2 zbolition of the Slave Trade, by thole unfeeling barbarians,
wno, unblufhingly, call themfelves Slave Dealers, "Wett India
Merchants and Planters ; fo many obitacles having been op-
pofed to the reclamations of humanity in favour of the wretch-
ed—we petition your Majefty; in whofe hands is mercy, to
reccommend, or command, the Britith Senate immediately 1o
zbolith, in the fulleft manner, and without any qual:ﬁcatlon,
Negro Slavery in the Wefl India Iflands=~becaufe it 1s infulting
to human nature in an age of reafon and philofophy—becaufe it
tends to open wide the flood-gates of patronage, corruption,
and dzpe némce; inflames and ftimulates the fordid paflion of
avarice, which is ever ready to feed ambition, to furnifh the
firit means of engaging in ruinous, bloody, and deltrultive
wals, Dy which courtiers are enriched and nations beggared—
becaufe its abolition will redeem the national honory too long
fulited by the trade of blood—becaufe it will promote the caufe
of liberty, which is firiding a2pace toroughout all the regions of
.tlle worlé—becaule it will avenge peacetuily ages of wrongs
(101‘1“* to Our Necro brethren—beczufe it will give to induftry its
juft latitude—becaufe it will put an end to II}JU&[CE‘, impolicy,
cruelty, avarice, _hamcL {poil,- blood—becaufe it will cover a
mulutude of national fins, and in the {tead of national fafts,
which are too frequently the dreadful preludes of blood and for-
row, it will be 2 natonal feaft, grateful to Gop, and pleafing
toman. It will extend the empire of benevolence, the brother-
hood of the humzn race, and immortalize your Majefty’s-reign,
for having cftablithed, on their pureft principles, the claims of
Juftice, and the er:rntn of Man.”

““ The zbove petition and the following refolutions were re-
ceived with unbounded applaufe, and without one diffenting
m'c..,, except that the word humbly, which was feveral times
uiza in the petition, was objected.to, and on being put to the
vote, was unamimoufly agreed to be expunged.

B, « Thﬂ* we feel ourielves not only afhamed, but lndln*nanr,

tnat the Briith covernment thould be a&wely engaged 1n the

traffic and flavery of human beings.

g. ¢ That as no compromife can'be made between freedom
znd fyranny, between virtue and vice, juftice and injuflice, we
think it our duty not to confine ourfelves to the.mere abolition

of the Slc.ve Trade, which would be facrificing a right to a con-

‘enience, but to petitiun for the total emancxpauon of the l\egro

Slaves,

. ¢ That the petition to the Xing, now read, for the total
znd unqualified abolition of Negro {lavery, is approved.

11. “ Thataconzratuiatory letter be trantnitied to Thomas

- Walker,
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Walker, of Manchefter, on his viflory over Church and 7{'111}
affociations, 2nd that the l:tter now read be anproved. |

12. ¢ That the above petition and addrefs be tranfcribed on
parchment ; and thar they be forwarded to Kar] ‘Stanhope, and
that he be requ»ﬁed to prefent the Addrefs and Petition to his
Majetty, - ~
13. ¢ That the thanks of. this meeting are given to all thofe
Juries, who, in thefe inquilitorial times, have atted like freemen
in acquitting thofe- of their fellow-mtizcns who have been
brought to trial for {peaking what they thonght,

14. ¢ That the proccedings of  this meeting be publicly ad-
vertifed, and tranfmitted to the friends of hberty, of juftice, and
of humanity, throughout the kingdom.

75. “ That a voluntary fubfciiption be immediately opencd
for defraying the expences attendinz thefe proceedings.

16, ¢ That the committee of the Sheflield Conﬁltunonal
Society be defired to fce that the above refolutions be carried
into effett; and that they prepare an Addrefs to the Britith Na-
tion, explanatory of the motives which have induced this meet-

ing to adopt the refolution of no more petitioning the Houle of
Commons on the fubject of Reform.”

« The above refolutions being pafled, and a congratulatory
letter to Thomas Walker, of Manche[’cer, read, on his acquittal
from an mfamous profecution at Lancafter, the meetmﬂ* was
diffolved. | '

¢ Notwithitanding the largenefs of the company, fo n‘reali
were Henry Yorke’s exertions, and fo clofe the attention pai
to him, that there was fcarcely a perfon prefent who did not dif-
tinctly hear: many, indeed; we are told, who were not hereto-
fore remarkable for their libemhty of fennment have acknow-
ledged themfelves greatly enlightened by what they heard.—
T'o thew the high {enfe entertained of Henry Yorke's fervices
at this meeting, by the populace, he was no {fooner feated in the
coach which atitended on him, than the horles werc taken from
the carriage, and the péople drew him through moft of the pub-
lic Rrects in Sheffield, amid the acclamations of thoufands :—
which done, after a few admonitory words from the orator,
cvery man went peaceably to his own home.”

M. Garrow. (Yo Broombead.) There was an Addrefs to the
Britith-Nation publifhed in this book ; look at that Addrels !

A. Yes, this is the Addrefs,

A The Glerk reads.)
< Au Addrefs to the Britifh Natmn.
““ FR1ENDS and COUNTRYMEN, ‘o
% We have this day decided, with the exception of only ong
diflentient voice, that the Hﬂuie of Commons fhall never again
be petitisned by us, on the fub)ﬂ& of Parliamentary Reform.
,) C ¢ Ve
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« \We owe to the nation, to pofterity, even to foreign
countries, and to the government itlelf under which we ive,
an expofition of cur motives. 1'o the nation we owe this duty,
bEL.-":.lh- we ate of opinion, that the will of the majority of the
peopic fozadd bey at ad tincsy 1be fuprante lawy and that if the few
cident rrom the opinion of wie maay, however obligatory the
will of tre majority may be to them as a rule of action, yet
:::;::aion is always free and facred, the right of man to 611103,

---l.n

22 the conicientious duty of man to diffufe.  Under the full

conviiuon of this prmcxpl , we feel Ourfc'l.u, at p: .—:l?’r;, the
mintnity, Teitus weare the firlt to agitare the queition, and
vooTIoel RO :;at-ni"*‘cmus 1.1&'* cf petiticaing when our pettlions
LT itened s Houlz of Commons. But, we are nu-
IOISus—We are mzny thoulands 3 and as nothmf:r opens the
eves 6f men fo r:'?.u::h zs their interefls, we dema nd fellow-
CiIZENS, nzy, we arecntitied to it from our numbers, that you
I=n an attentive ear to the truths we are about to utter, and to

the reclamations we are zbout to make in favour of opprefled

mznity. Hearken unto our voice, for we think it wili {trike
conviction; ztitend to our reafoning, for we know that your
zpplauding fentiments will give folemnity to our meafures, and
couquae“ ce to vur cmrﬂnl To poﬁenty this duty 1s owing,
becaufe they will expelt juitice at our hands, liberty from our
exertions, happings ‘and pcace from the fuccef's of our caufe,
"T'o foreign countries, tecaufe they will then form fome efli-

mzte of the dzzree of confidence which we who live under
the Britiin government repofe in ity and of the affetion, re-

jpect and obed! eﬁce, paid by our rulers to the majefly of the
peziiz. Lo the covernment itelfy becaufe 1t will difcover, in
our arm ard m?.,.i tone of condu& materials fot {erious and
folemn debate. It will difcover that the cxercife of a nower,
undsrivea {rom even magifterial authority, is totally repugnant
to tiie genius of a leg Native atizmbly, (uhlch ouzht to be an
emznztion from t*le public will, and therefore obedient to it,

becaufe 1t has a tendency to ]oofen the bands of fubordmatmn,
2nd o weaken tu.;:*' reverence which fheuld always be thewn to

a government which recards the condition, and fulfils the man-
axtes of 1s foverelgn, 2he people. 1t will be taught a le ﬁbn‘

T-—

-oich 15 f2nstioneo bt the teﬁwonv of both ancient and modern

or}, thz: waen 2 Zovernment contemns the peoplu, the people-
will Iin tnen' turn contemn the government :. it will be taugeht,

tnat when there exiils 2 want of conndesice betuwcen the gover-

niors and the rrm-ermd confulion, the worft of natlm..al dif-

-
=

l

1.’

“ Uur perition was reczived with the utmoft incignation by the
e o Commens ; which was no more than e expected.’

We
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\We knew that the homely truths, we uttered, would be very un-
welcome guefts in that houfe.  We never expeéted that a body
in which there .were fo many placemen and penfioners, would:
liften to-the palpable facts ftated in that petition ; the object of
which was to root out injuftice, and to curb licentioufnels and:
corruptions Neverthelefs, as we were called upon by our coun-
trymen to unite with them, we thougnt ourlelves bound to coma
ply with their withes. And although our petition was difdain-.
fully rejected, becaufe not couched in lanzuage fufficiently po-
lite and refpeltiul for the five hundred and fifts-eight Gentlemen:
who it &s ‘the Houfe of Commons, yet, believe aus, #:./nv-
catizeins, we are fhill of opinion, that the matter it contained,
was not only juft and proper, but, we think, that even the lan-
cuage, which gave o much oftence to the bonorable Gentlemen,
was much too polite and too moderate for us: For, if the
Houfe of Commons were the real Reprefentatives of the peo-
ple, we certainly had 2 rizht to difate, and not to petition, be-
caufe they could be confidered 1n no other light than as the or-
vans of the public will. And, if they refufed to obey that
will, they would be ufurpers, and not reprefentatives. If, on
the contrary, they are not the reprelentatives of the people, what
have we to do with them ? If they are not our reprefentatives,
we canuot be their conftituents ; and to petition thofe who are
not our reprefentatives as our reprelentatives, would be a mani«
felt abfurdity, if not an infult and mozkery of ourfeives. How«
ever, the petition, fuch as it was, being termed dilrelpectiul;
was thrown out by a majority of 79, there being 29 orily who
voted for its being received, and 108 who voted azainfbit. Such
imperious treatment rather gives warmng, than ftrikes rerror.,
The abufe of reprefentation can never come in the place of a
rule, for no legal power can be derived from injury or in-
juftice,  On this ground -alone, therefore, we are. juitified in
preferving a {ullen filence in refpect to the Houfe of Commons.
Fer, if grievances, abufes, complaints, and truth, are to be
difcarded from that Houfe, bacaufe not drefled in a gentleman-
lits language, how are we, plain mechanics, ever to obtain re-
drefs, who are not gentlemen, and who are, confequently, io-
norant of thole polite and courtly expreflions which are necef-
fary to gain a hearing in that Houfe. We are ignorant of the-
art of difplaying truth by halves, and, as we love plain dealing
ourfelves, we deteft hypocrify in others, and pity thofe who
would with us to follow their example.—We {aid to the Houfe
of Commons, we are wronged and agerieved—will you right
us, and redrefs our grievances, or will you not? If you will,
we fhall be fatisfied ; if you will noty we (hall feck redrefs fome.
athcr way.— Ihis is the fole queftion with us, and we put it, as.

3C 2 W&
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we thouzit, in 2 moft becoming ftyle to the Houle of Com.
mons. But, our petstion bemg {couted. we fhall trouble them
no more with our coarfe and nnmannerly language, It will be
our cuty to proceed, as we hzve uniformly done hitherro, in en-
lightening the public mind; 2nd, when a complete revolution
of fentiment fhall take place (as will fhortly be the cafe) in

cur coumrv, we thall open our mouths, in that key we think
[iG aareeanle to ourfelves. And our voice, together with that

of our disfranchifed countrymen, will refemble; perhaps, the

thunderings from Mount Sinai 17
Wirr1anm BroonipEeab, crofs examined by Mr. Grees.
9. You was {aying about the time thefe pikes were talked of,
there had been 2 milchievous hand-bill put about for the purpofe
ci provoking the members of this fociety as you fuppofe, can,
you tell what were the terms of that hand-bill 2

A. Ih d one of them in my hand, but I cannot fpeak di-
reltly of every thing it contained.

Q I dox’t ask vou to fpeak to every thing it contampd but
Whzat was the canera] fubflance of it!
A. It was a call v upon the pecple to arm againft foreign and

internzi enemies ; ang the reply that was mdde to 1t Was cauched

it the {ame ianguage.

. At what time was this publifhed, was it before or after
this m meeing ?
A. 1 ¢o ot recolle& the exa@ time, butI read them both; T
fhould I‘ﬂvﬂ been happy to have had them both here.
L. ¥ne objelt was to provoke the people ! -
A It svas arven out zbout the town of dShefhield, we can never
cozny thinz agﬂ.mﬁ thele people till we ourﬂ,l{es caufe a riot ;
I fow mylelf feveral perfons ride up and down and through the
rﬁarkat nlace full gallop, to ride over the people.
2. Then the cry was, that they could not do any thing with
Tou witnout caufag a riot afram{’c you f
A. It has bezn {14 {o, but 1 cannot recollect the people that
2ic 1t, but this wicked hand-bill being fpread about, and if I
had thought of this, 1 would have brou'rht it here; and thig
was the caute of the arms 4rfl being fpmc about
2. ool underftand, Thisyou {d‘.r was the occaflon of arms
beingz firit taiked ofy now let me ask you from all this, from whom
you ever hezrd any converiation refpecting thefe arms, the pikes,
were they intended for making any attack againit any power 1n

this country; or only for defend; ing yourfelves againft any at-
tacy ?
A. 1 never underiteod them in any other light; all that ever
! hzard about them was in reference to this v.ncked hand-bill.

- o & lune
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9. T underftatd that the. converfation of the pikes, and the
production of them, was in conlequence of this hand-bill ; what
1 want to know is this, whether thofe who talked of thefe ptkes, |
and attcmpted to produce them, whether you ever recolle from
them that they meant to attack or to defend yaurfelveq being at-
tacked ?

A. This was the very truth. —Tt was to opsofe 1lIegal force,
dirett violation-of thelaw of the.land made upon us, as was the
cale in Manchefter and Birmingham.

2. Then they were meant only to be ufed on the defenfive ?

A. Yes; and-Mr. Gale had this hand-bill in his hand when
he mentioned it, and there was an advertifement in Mr, Gale’s
paper about it the week after, a diret anfwer thereto ; I would
have broaght them both with me, if I had thought any thing of
this.

9. Had any of the people in this fociety, to which - yau be-~
longed, any idea of altering the government, doing without a
kln-:r and Houfeof Lords i

/f | thlnk they ought to have been fent to Bcdlam if thcy
had. .

2. Had you, asone of that foc:ety, any {uch intention your-
felf ? * :
A. Juft the fame 35 flying to the fun.
£. opeak plain, oo
A, No, no; 1 had never fuch a thought in my mind.

Q. What-wis it you wifhed to- pmduce by thefe rneenngs; of
yours ¢

A. To enlighten the people, and fhew them the ground of all
their {utferings and complaints; when a man.works hard fof a
week through, thirteen or fourtcen hours in a day, and yet cans
not maintain his family. ‘

2. Was not the object of your meeting a Parhamentary Re- :
form ? .

A, Yes, it was, and as fuch we correfp onded with the Somety
of the Friends of the People as well as the Conftitutional So-
CICt}h ' -

2. Who were the-members of the Frlends of the People P
A. Ldo not dire@lly know the fecretary. I know feveral com-
munications were-recetved from that {ociety.. -
. M. Stuart, I believe, is the fecrefary ?
Yes,

.Q Should you have continued a member af' this. fomet}! if

you had thought they had intended to have attacked the King or

the Lords, or had an idea of depofing:the I\lng from his throne?
4. Noy I would not,

2. Should you not have abhorred fuch an idea?
A Yes, Q. Have
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&. Have you any reafon to believe that any fingle member
enteriainad {uch 2 notion!

4. 1 do not believe there is fuch a wicked man amongft
them. -

- 9. The object of your meeting, you fay, was to ftate to the
peopie the grounds of cerrain evils you conceived to exift, and
vou wifhed to bring about 2 Parliamentary Reform ; where was
that- Parliamentary Reform to be—in the Houfe of Commons ?

4. Yes, |
© 9. You meant that the King and the Lords [hould remain as
they were :

2. Yes. . i

2. Did vou believe, and was that the ground upon which you
ed, thz2tz Parlizmentary Reform would do away thofe evils in:
the Houfe of Commons ?

4. That the King, and the Lords and Commons, with the
concurrence ¢f the nation, might reform them things themfelves.
As to we reforminz the Parliament, we pretend in Sheffield !
we had not the vanity to think of fuch a thing.

Q. Do Iunderltand you right, when & fuppofe this to have
been your principle, that you thought the King and the Houle
of Lords, with the Commons fo reformed, would redrefs all
YOUr grievances:

A Yes.

9. Your object was to obtain it peaceably

. Yes, and ihere s no man doubts it in Shefheld,

9. Was it your own object ?

A. It was. |

v2. Have you any reafon to think it was the object of any
emher man 1n the fociety at Shefheld to ule any thing but peace-
.able means ? | |

4. Not to my knowledge ; what perfons might do if a
convention had been catled, [ do not know what wicked people
mizht have done j—ive cannot anfwer for their wickednefs,

dir. Garrsw. Repeat that again,

A. If therz had been a convention, thofe focieties who fent
them, 1 fuppofe, would have put confidence in them, and n
therr cenfultations, fuppoiing them to be more competent to
devile and direct the means totae end for a Parliamentary Re-
form. I underftood it in that light.

4Zr. Gizés. When that meeting was held, to be fure, no
nan can anf&er for tie acls of thole who fhould compofe it—
cert2inty not.

3. Had you any realon to {uppofe that thofe whom grou {hould
hzve fent to that meeting would have adted peaceable

A, INo, we {hould not have {ent any elfe,

fud

9. And
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9. And you have no reafon but to. think that others vould
have foalted? |

4. No, we have no reafon to think otherwife at all,

9. When national reprefentation was talked of by Mr, Yorke
at this meeting, was it not meant the reprefentation of the people
of Englandin the Houle of Commons?. ,

A. 'l always underftood it {o. g | *

Mr. Garrow. This converlation between you and my friend
makes it neceffary, that I {hould put a queftion or two to you.
In the firft place { wilh to alcertain whether I took you correctly ;
you meant, and as far as yow underftood your’ fociety, meant
to produce a Reform in the Reprefentation of the Commons
Houfe of Parliament by peaceable means ? |

A Yes.
9. But you apprehended that when you thould depute your

delepates to a convention, that you trufted to that convention,
and that when they were met, you could not anfwer for what
they might do, not being able to an{wer for the wickednefs of
individuals, Did I take you correcily ? ,

A Yes. | )

9. For the purpole of obtaining this object, a Parliamentary
Reform, you fay you correfponded not only with the Conftitu-
tional Society, but with others, the Scciety of the Friends of
the Pedple, Did you know the anfwer that that {ociety returned
to your communications as early as the 260th of May.

A. 1 do not recollet, .

9. Do youknow a perfon of the name of Afhton? "

A. Yes.

9. Did he ever act as fecretary to your fociety ?

A Yes. " #

9. Do you recollect Afhton writing, by the direftion of the
{ociety, or your committee, a letter—| ask you whether vou do
not know, that on the fociety of the Friends of the People re-
turning fome anfwer to your fociety, that your fociety wrote a
letter to the fecretary of the Conftitutional Suciety, difclaiming
all connetion with the Friends of the People, as not'fit for
their purpole ; did he not ¢ - .

4. Difclaiming this, I do not deny, but I do not know of 2
certainty, that he did, becaufe great part of the'time that he
was fecretary 1 was not in the fociety ! )

9 Was this meafure of difcarding the Friends of the Peo-
ple as not fit for your purpofe, difculled in your fociety at any
meetings ? |

A. Yes, it may have been.—I do not recolle&t it was.

2. Was it in any of your diviftons, or was it any meetings
of your divifion ¢ ‘ ‘

A Yes,
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A. Yes, it may have been. : o

9. Was it in any meetings of your fociety. difcufled, the
propriety of having nothing further to do with thefe men, the
Friends of the People, becaufe they would not go lengths to
make them fit for your communication £

A. It was difcufled. - _

9. Was the confequence of that difcuflion, your writing to
the Conftitutional Society, that the Friends of the People were
not fit for your purpoie !

A. 1 dopot know of fuch a letter being communicated.—No
{uch 2 letter received.

2. 1 do not ask you whether you know fuch a letter was,
received or fent; but I 2sk you whether the refult of that deli-
beration was not, that they were unfit for the communication
of vour fociety ¢ | ’

4. I 2m not certain it was the determination of that meeting.
I rather think it was determined afterwards.

2. Did Mr. Yorke take any partin that difcuflion !

A. No, he wes not there, 1 think. -

9. Who were the parties that engaged in that difcuffion of
the mifdemeanour of the Frieids of the People ¢

A. There were {zveral perfons faid fomething at that meet
ing, amenz whom | was one.

2 Have you read the declarations publithed by that fociety
czlied the Friends of the People T—Doubtlefs you have for your
information,

A. I believe I might.

2. Do vou not know, that in language, to which I can do
- 10 juitice, they declared their firm intention by all conftitutional

znd proper means to produce that very thing, which you {tate
to have been your objedt, a Reform in the Commons Houfe of
Pasliament ? |

4. A great number of people did not believe them to be ho-=
neft, '~

8. Perhaps the language was too fine to believe it honeft ;
bowever, they had made this profefiion

4. Y es, there was fomething of that.

2. But that youdid not quite believe ?

A. No, a2 number of them did not.

Q. Was thar as early as the 26th of May, 1992, that you
difcizimed the communications of this fociety of the Iriends of
the Pecple ? |

A it may, 1 think it was about that time.

9, That was long beiore Mr. Yorke came among you upon

-

L .-1. .rn.ll -h:
0.3 lait miotion °

4. Yes, it was.

9. And



[ 303 1

9. And of courfe long before all thefe difcuflions ?

A Yes. ‘

9. Now le fo good as tell me a little more diftinétly what
this mifchievcus hand-bill was that excited you toarms; I think
it was calling upon the people to arm againft foreign invaders
and domeftic encmies ? -

A, Yes, I think it was; and upon the confultation at the
meeting, when arms- were {poken of, it was determined in fe~
veral refolutions to get thefe arms for the fame purpofe in reply
to that hand=bill.

9. Did you adopt that hand-bill, and arm in confequence of
it, or was you alarmed from its unconftitutional injunction, or
did vou arm ¢

A. °I never did.

9. In what terms was your reply couched ?

A, Their words were taken and put into refolves, and put
in (ale’s paper the next week, to arm againft foreign and in-
ternal enemies of the prefent government.

9. The reafon of this was, becaufe you was afraid of illegal
force being ufed againft you, as had been done at Manchefter
and Birmingham ; did you apply to any magiftrate to protect

ou?
/ A. No, nor did thofe people that publithed this.

2. Will you be fo good to anfwer my queftion ; did you,
upon thofe alarms which were communicated by this wicked
hand-bill, lay your complaints before any magiftrate, or apply
for protection to the civil power ¢

4. No, not to my knowledge. -

9. But, on the contrary, publifhed refolutions for arming ?

A. To this purport, couched in their words. -

2. You had no intention at all of altering the government,
but of applying to the Houfe of Commons to redrefs the griev-
ances under which the people fuftered ?

A. 1 always underftood it in that light.

2, How early was it that you came to the refolutions in your
fociety to petition them no more, and that they were too fine .
gentlemen for you, and that your ianguage was not fine enough
to pleafe their courtly ears?

A. Thele articles and refolves were drawn up by Gale and
Yorke, and therefore were wioked at, thinkiog they were better
judges, out of complacency, fuppofing them to have {uperior
knowledge.

2. And you, who were too rough for the Houfe of Com-
mons, were courtly enough to pafs thefe refolutions to pleafe
Mr. Yorke and Mr. Gale ?

4, Viewing them to be men of underftanding,

3D 9. After
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ing determined to petition the Houfe of Coms
Mons 1o meore, the nex ﬂep wzs to procure a convention, 2nd
by the dzlegztes to procure a full, free, and- fair reprefentatien ?

' ag at firit 2 motion to petition the King.

&, Thzt vwas zhout the Slave Trade?

A. Yes, zn.6 zhout a Reform too.

. V‘\.'}* Ei‘ this § forms 2 part of thofe refolutions which you
paiicd upcn tae fubject of * arming, ¢ that the landing of Hefiian

troo7s in this country, a ferocious and unprmmpled hord of

butchers, without confent of Parliament, has an alarming
ote iu*,,LCIO“S appearance, and is contrary to the fpirit of ouy

conitit Gn, when you p“lflff.’d tbe hand-bill was that paffed ¢

Phat was pzfled when the leGure was read,

9. That 25 pafled long after the hand-bill !

e IS lon g D&CI'E.

. ¢ Tharat is high time to be upon our guard, fince thefe

med moniicrs may in a moment be let loofe upon us, particu-

e erection of barracks throughout the kingdom may
b en an 1ntrogucétion to hllmﬂr them with formgn Mer-

cenart 5, as that the other refolution that you palled before
the 11;.,7'1\11-0111 ’
#. Scmetime beforey I cannot fay how long.

9.Vl vou be fo mod zs to tell me, 25 you were to arm at
"::i:e ¢, very properly for the fake of preventing attacks upon
iy whetiier you communicated your plan ef arming or of

mmuniczting your infiruments to any other parts of the king-

-
-

I'"J‘-r-‘ f'!']

ﬂu m
A. I id not, nor do I know that any body elfe did.
. 1 5 if you co not nmv know that your fcmety comimu-

nicaicd the p'EﬂS of arming, the mode of procuring the inftru-
ments, and the models of the Weapons?‘

e T

A 1 never heard z fylladle of it till | was informed of it by
the gentlemen of the pmv Council.

9. Then 1 Davidfun, in the name of the fociety, fent fuch

2 leiter to zny fuciety 2t London, you was not informed of that
ecret? )

zi» No, I was no
Q. Ii fuch a Lhn'r was dene, you was not informed of it

2. You keow Davidfon very well?
A Yes, .‘. ne littn... time.
' 35 2 member of the foc:ety :

es, I {up poﬂ. he was.

1 b to ld me there was no man in Sheffield foolifl1

whom vcu faw; Were Not to ba found in Shefheld with anzl'
‘ kin
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kind of intention againft the Government, or againft his Maa

jefty’s perfon ' o
A. [ will fay this, that he did it without the knowledge of

the fociety ; he did it without my knowledge. *

- Heary Alexander called, but not anfwiving immediately,

Mr, Aitorney-General propoledy while this witnels was coming,
to read part of the publication concerning the faft day, and how
it was kept at Shefheld. . -

(The Clerk reads the faft day.)
“ FAST DAY AS OBSERVED AT SHEFFIFLD.

« 4 ferious LeSlure delivered at Sheffield, February 28, 1794, Be-
ing the day appeinted for a general faft 5 to which are added a
Hymn and Refolutions.

“ Refolved Unammoufly,

1.  That war, the wretched artifice of courts, is a {yftem of
vapiie and blood, unworthy of rational beings, and utterly re-
pugnant to the mild and benevolent principles of the Chrifiian
religion,

2, « That if the prefent war, be a war of combined Kings
2oainft the people of France to overthrow that liberty which
they are firuggling to eftablith, it is, in our opinion, a war of
the mofk diabolical kind. .

3. « That when public fafts and humiliations are ordered
with the fame breath, which commands the {hedding of oceans
of human blood—however they may an{wer the purpofes of
ftate policy—they are folemn proftitutions of religion.

4. ¢ That the landing of Heffian troops in this country (a
ferocious and unprincipled hord of butchers) without confent
of Parliament, has a f{ufpicious and alarming appearance, is
contrary to the fpirit of our conftitution, and deflerving of the
marked indignation of every Engli{hman.

s. « That it is high time to be on our guard, fince thefe
armed moniters, may, In a moment, be let loofe upen us ; partis
cularly, as the erettion of barracks throughout the kingdom,
may only have been an introductory meafure to the hling them
with forcign mercenaries.

L 4

0.  That the high and frecborn minds of Britons, revolt at
the idea of fuch a {laviih {yftem, and cannot be fo far broken as
to kifs the hand which weuld chain them ro its will,

7. « That peace and liberty are the offspring of Heaven,and
that /ife without them1s a burden., S

8, "« That the thanks of this meeting are due to Iarl Stan-
hope, for hi§ motion and fpirited fpeech for acknowledging the
French Republic, and rcitoring peace to our diftrefled country;
for his motions and able {peech 1n behaif of the perfecuted anl
fuffering patriots, Mefl, Muir, Palmer, Skirving and Marga-
31) 2 : rog,
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raty in which he nobly ftocd alone; and alfo for the whole of
his truly znimated and benevolent emmons in fupport of the in-
TI.H'Ed R. I3 .—'f tise PE.;}/}:.’

i The thanks of this meeting are alfo due to Mr. Sheridan,
for his nerveus and eloquent fpeeches 1n the caufe of injured pa-
triotifm, and in fupport of the conflitution ; and alfo to every
other member of Parliament who has nobly ftood forward at
this important crifis, in {fupport of the conftitutional liberties of
Enzlithmen.

10, ¢« That if any thing had been neceflary to have cona
vinced us of the total inﬂ”lcacy of argument againft a minifte-
rizl majority, the decifions which haae late]y taken placein I'ar-
liameat, would have fully confirmed our opinion.

11. «That, taerefore, the people have no remedy for their
r:rllevance, but a Referm 11 Parlament—a meafure which we de-
termine never to n.hnqulih though we follow our brethren in
the fzme glorious caufe to Bstany Bays

« W, Camace, Chairman.”
Jir. Garrow. Now read Mr. Camage’s leéture.

(T2 Ulerk reads. )
A SERIOUS LECTURE,

“ In every age of the world, the caufe of truth has always
met with 1ts Oppofprﬁ whenever it chanced to clath with the
interefts of a venal tribe of Kings, Gouritersy Priefls, and their
mc.;n*;:c.-;; By reading over the 18th chapter of 1. Kings, we
find that this was the cafe 5 yet the Almighty was pleafed by an
att of Omuspsient Pewer, to overturn the malice and wicked
intentions of that infamous tyrant Ahab, and the fatellites who
{urrounded him: for, in the prefence of them all (though it
madﬂ agzinft them). Truth fhone forth with redoubled fplen-

dour ; ard the very judgment which Elijah would probab]y
have met Wltﬂ, had not (Gcd been for him, fell on thofe abomi-
neble decetvers 74 mantind.—1 refer you to the chapter itfelf, and
without further i mtrouumon, I fhall make a few remarks on the
events of that period, as it muit be obvious, to every ingenious
mind, that there is a great fimilarity betwixt the conduct of the
rulera of that day and thole of the prefent: therefore it may be
neeciul to oblerve,

¢« Firft.  Baa2l’s priefts could not poffibly fucceed, becaufe
he to whom they prayed could not he] them. Baal, being a
nzme given to an heathen God, who had no exitence, except i
the 1m¢gmﬂtmn of his devorees. And 2dly, they had a bad
czlfe in hand, tnerefore, were not likely to prevall no motives
to infuce them but pride; no appetites to ferve but what were
fenfual and devilifh, fo that if they had offered facrifice to the
trus Gouy in a bad caufe, they wou]d not have obtained theis

end
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end—for © the ears of the Lord are not open to the cries of the
foolith, but unto the wife.’

« It is in this point of light, I view with concern, 2 combina-
tion of Kings apparently leagued 2gainft the caufe ®f freedoms
a combination which I believe to be odious in the fightof hedven,
although for its fupport we are commanded a fecond time fron
the throne, (not of (God) to faft and pray for the fuccefs of our
arms over our brethren, who are ftruggling for every thing that
is dear to man, and which is the will of God he fhould be pof-
(effed of—Liberty, crvily political and rehgious. Life without
theim is a burden, T'o pray then, for a re-eftablithment of de-
fpotifm, tyranny, and oppreflion (which we do if we pray to con-
quer freemen) would be to mock Heaven, to infult his divine Ma-
jefty, to pour contempt on his word, and in the heart to fay,
¢ Who is the Lord, that we thould obey him? Oh! ye, who
fill the throne of power, tremble at the thought of approaching
your Maker witha lie in.your right hand ; tremble at approach-
ing the God of Peace, when war and bloodfhed are your views.
¢ Be not deceived, (God-is not mocked; for what{oever a man
¢ foweth, that fhall he alfo reap.’

HeNrRY ALEXANDER fworn, examined by Mr. Woob.

‘,,Q,;was you a member of the London Correfponding o=
ciety :

A Yes,

9. How long is it fince you firlt became a member?

4. The latter end of the year 1793, I do not know the
week.

g‘. What divifton was you of ?
. ‘The twenty-ninth.

. Did you mect at Robins’s coffee-houfe ?
. Yes, in Shire-lane.

9, How many might your divifion confift of ?
A. 1 think I was the ninety-fifth member when
9. Did you know Mr, Yorke ¢-

A. Xes, by fight, .

~&, Was he a member of the Landon Correfponding Society ?
. 4. He became a member while I was there.

£. Do you remember his being with you the latter end of

1793, at Robins’s coffee-houfe !
A Yes.

9. What number of people might there be aflembled at that
time *

A. 1 fuppofe there was between fixty and a hundred ; the
room was quite full,

9. Did Mr. Yorke tell

you or not P

!

I went 1n,

you whether he was going to leave

A, Thg
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A. The laft night he was there hedid; the laft night he was
2t that fociety he took leave of them by along fpeech ; he faid
he was going to Belgium.

9. Did he fay for what purpofe ?

A Yes, he was zoing to head the French army, WhiCh would
be ripe by Cbnﬁmaa.

2. Repeat that?
" That he had received a letter from a friend of his at Bel-
gium, that they would be ripe by Chriftmas.

. Ripe for what ?

A. For a revolution,

./9? Did ke fay whether he meant to return to England again ?

He cdid.
9. What more did he fay ?

ff Fie fad he was in hopes he fhould come at the head of
t.hern into England.

Fury. VY, here was he tocome to?
4. To London.

2. Mr., Alexander, you fay he made a long fpeech upon his
taging leave !

A Yes.

2. Will you be fo good as to tell us what he faid in making
that fpeech, the fubftznce of it ?
A. The {ubltance of it was, that he had received a letter to
go over to them, and that he had the honour of being a2 Mem-
r of the National Convention of France, and hOped he {fhould
haye the pleafure of coming here cither at Chriftmas or the be-
cinning of the year, and that he fhould fee that {ociety all ready
to 10111 them; and that he was in hopes that Mr. Pitt, and the
differznt minifters he mentioned, and the King's head, would be
upon Temple-bar,
Lsrd Prr/' znt. That who would join him?
A. That the fociety would.
,Q. Whofe heads were to be upon T mp]e-b'*r
A. Mr. Pitt’s, mentioning the minifters and the Kiig,

D Will you recolleét as much of the ft;.tement as you
c*r-rz

-

7ury, What time did this meeting take placze ?

-

-1. Upon the 5th of laft November, 1793,

Gdr I¥ssd. Did he fzy any thing about the King and Queen
of France? | ‘

o

7. Yes, he did, but I cannot recolle&t the words now,
2 *1’3 reccilect the {ubftance ¢

v
He fz:d they had met with their defert, it was what they

A 1de
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A. 1 do not recolle&t that he did. .

9, Did he fay ary thing to you about the Sans Culottes ?

A. He did make mention of them ; they were a fet of brave
fellows 3 he faid a deal about them ; but I cannot recollet fur-

ther.

"~ 9. Do not you recollet what he faid befides ?

A. 1 do not.

9. Did he fay any thing about arms ?

4. He did.

9. Be fo good as to tell us what he faid about arms?

A. He faid, when he came he hoped they would be ready to
join; and that he hoped when the time came, they would not
cringe or {hiink from what they pretended to be: he faid it
was tmpoffible to do any thing without fome bloodfhed.

Fury. Who do you mean by theyr
A. ‘The fociety he was {peaking to.
My Wood, What did he fay about bloodthed ?
A. He faid there would be no good done without fome blood-
fh=d.
9. Did he fay any thing to you about Sheffield, or the people
of Shefheld ? :

A. He faid there was a fet of brave men there.

9, Did he tell you how or in what they were brave ?
- A. 1 cannot fay that he did.

£. What more did he fay about the Sheflield men ?

A. 1 do not recollect.

9. Where was the blood to be fhed

A. He did not {ay.

9. Did he fay any thing about bread and cheefe, that you
recollelt? |

A. There was fuch a thing mentioned in the fociety one night
before, A perfon came in from Sheffield, and faid they had
pikes made at Sheffield for fixpence apicce ; another made an-
fwer and faid, it would be a good notion for them to have the
fame, and that it would be only living upon bread and cheefe for
one day.,

2 Was this the preceding night

A. No, it might be two, or three nights before.

9. How was Mr. Yorke’s {peech received amongft them ?

A. They all appeared unanimous, and rofe and thook hands
with him when he got up and left the room.

Lord Prefideat. Did you fee Mr, Yorke any more?

A. No.

2. Do you know where he went ¢

A No,

Mry Wad,
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Mr. I7:54. Did you continue with the {ociety after that
mght, or did you leave it ? |

A. T went after that to Mr. Dundas’s office, and after that to
tne Lord Mayor, Sir James Sanderfon.

9. Look at that ; have you ever feen any bills like that be-
fore -

A. No, I never {aw this befoie. |

9. Why did you go to the Lord Mayor or to Mr. Dundas ?

A. Becaufe [ thought it was proper Government fhould know
what they were procezding upon ; immediately I knew what they
vrere | went and told them.

L. How came you fill to go there ? h

A, At firft [ went with Mr. Smith, a delegate. I was asked
if I would be made 2 member; Idid not know what it was; [
zyreed to be made a member, not knowing what it was,
Q. How long was you there ?
A, I think I was there feven times.

HexrY ALEXANDER crofs-examined by Mr. Ersxinz,
2, What are you ?
A. A Liner-draper.
. Where do vou live?
. at tae Rofe; in Fleet-market. I am af{ervant at prefent.

2. What time did vou firft go with your friend to this fo-
CiSty f
A, Towards the latter end of the year 1793,
2. Did you go there for the purpofe of being a member ?

4. 1did not, though I became one.

&. Whatdid vou go for the purpofe of ?

A. 1 went for the purpofe of going to the club ; my friend
zsked me to go with him to 2 {ociety, and I went.

Z» Whois this friend

A. Nr. Whitehall ; he faid Mr, Smith had asked him fre-
quently.

2. You went there out of curiofity, it may be ?

/. It wzs nothinz elfe.
&, Was Mr, Yorke there?
A. No. *
2. Whomight be there that firft night?
A. Smith was there as delegate, Afhley was there, and Beax-
ter was there; thefe were all I kzew by name,

2, What day of the month was it ?

A, 1 cannot {2y,

&. What day of the week ?

A. Tuefday,

2. What month?

A | cannot fzy,

2: Ty,
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% Try, you may by thinking 2 httle ?

I cannot, - - /

9. Did you hear any thing that offended you that night ¢

A. Nothing at all, —

9. How lcny did they fit ¢ -

A. Till twelve o’clock, and fome of them until one o’ciox.

9. What did they converfe about ¢ .

A. They had papers of different kinds; Mr, Smith in general
ufed to bring papers of {ome kind, |

9. Were they read? ‘

A. 1 believe there was fomething read by Mr. Smith,

9. Did you become a member that night !

A. Yes.

9. Then you approveg, If{uppofe, of what you heard ?

A. Asfoou as we got in the room we fat down. Mr, Smith
asked immediately if [ would become a member; he asked M,
Whitehall 3 he read fomething to me, but 1 did not pay any at-
tention to what it was,

. Whitehall went out of curiofity too
. 1 do not know what purpofe he went for,

Q. When did ;ou go next, afterwards ¢ T

A. I do not know whether I went next night or no; I miffed
two or three times; 1 attended feven times,” |

9. You very foon became a convert; you fay that immedi-
ately upon Mr, Smith’s ftarting up you became a member ?

A, Yes,

9, Was Mr. Yorke there the fecond time ?

A. No, he was not.

9. Who was there the fecond time?

A. Mr. Smith was there as delegate,

9. Did not you, after you became 2 member, become ac-
quainted with the people there, by converfing with them, by go-
ing there ?

A. No, I ipoke to Afhley two or three times,

% Then you becamre a member to propagate their dotrines ? .

. No.

9. When you became a member you went for the purpole of
tecoming afpy?

A. After I was there T went as a {py,

9. Did you wilh a Reform in Parhament !

A. 1 did not. o * |

9. Then, if you did not wifh for a Reform in Parli:ment,
why did you become a member of that fociety but for the pyr-
pofe of becoming a {py *

A. When [ became a member I did not know what they
were.

- ‘

-
LI

3 Lk 2 Did



