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¢« Read z lefter irom Air. Hamilton Rowan to the Sccretar}'

¢i this {ociztv. ' . -
“ (Ordered, T'hat the faid letter be entered 1n the books of t_his
{ LL%—LTL- .
“ \r. Hamilton Rowzn prefents his compliments to Mr.
Adzms; he did intend to have done himfelf ths plealure of-wait-
inz on Hm, but has been fo intolerzbly hurried by private bufi-
heis as to have been prevented irom his purpor::, and fears he
iﬂJI not have it in his power before he leaves this town for Ire-
b and, which wiil be either on Monday evening or early on Tuel-
cay merninz. He knows that ro mere p leafurable fenfation can
e received b} Aeil. Butler and Bond, as well as by all thofe

F_'

gﬁ.nu..mcfz who zre 2Zing with them, and wio, thoush not un-
der prefznt, are lizble to future profecution, thzan the counte-
nance 2nd fupport of thole who are really Enwraﬂred in the caule
ﬁf mmzn in generzl, 2nd fucn we believe the members of the So-
taty for Conftitutional Information to be, aibd as {uch H. R,
n '*::mcd*' wiil remember the kind fra;ernit}r with which he
h...d the honour of being reLEI**eu by them 5 and, as a member
of thﬂ Uited Irithmen of Dubl: in, would be happy to have if
his p2WSr 1O return the comp hm...ut 1N his own country.
C barre’s Hotel, Ad..l“m, April 7, 1793.7
ﬁjf'n.-. Ay Lerd, it 1s now ten o'clock at night, and
ned friend - Mr. Gibbs feels himfelf lo E.xtreme]v indif-
. t'r*:.t an acﬁaurnr‘.mt would be extremely defirable to
tim; vour Logdfhip will recolied that the prifoner’s counfel have
h "13; der.duiy to perform than the gentlemen on the other
sfe their number being fo great, one can be occafionally
waole day; but there being only two for the pri-
ther of them chn b., {pared,

L CD f }' Jice., We are forry, Mr. Gibbe, for the caufe
of veur zpplicatien, but we had rather give you an hour to=
I OITOW, Lmt:f:, you have occaiion to confult. | am fure neither
Dir. ¥ rik ne nor vour client will object to your retiring now.
Jir. Erfrize. My Lord, I certainly with Mr. Gibbs to retire
vy 1aik no irdulg nce for myfelf; all I ask is, that when the
evi:'ence for the profecution is clofed, . your Lordihip will allow
i ime to bring this chaos of evidence into form, before
called upon for our defence.
vir. Gas o E Ve are diipofed to do every thing that is rea-
[-.able for the accemmedzation of the prifoner’s cmunfel, but wg
czznot make any promife an that point before-hand. 1 hope the

Court will not be drawn into an anfiver to that naftily.
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Lora Ghicf *‘*:i;'*.:: \1 e are difpofed to slve every reafonab]e
zlisvance h:t BUIC 1;..1:. ce will admit of. [ faid ye{’cerday it
wou's bz quite impofiible to fet a precife time; we fhall be able
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. to judge when the moment Gomes, in which it will be preperfor
you to make your defence. 1 will allow you as much indulgence

as'poflible—in the mean time the counfel for the Crown-may go
on with thetr evidence. ' -

Mr. Garrow. We will now read the an{wer which-the Jaft
minutes fpeak of, as prepared by Mr. ‘Froft to be fent to 'Bir-
mingham. ' .

9. (To Maclean,) Did you find that -paper at Mr, Adams’s
“houfe ? ,. o '

A, Yes, 1 did.
(Read by the Clerk of the Conrt,) .

© DIR, ~ 1bth April, ‘1794,
“ We have to acknowledge, with great fatisfalion; the letter
“which you favoured us with, dated the 5th inftant, relative to the
moft defirable of all other objects, the reform of pacliamentary
‘reprefentation.  'The honour you do us in fuppofing that we are
better fitted than yourfelves for the promotion of political know-
ledge we muft difclaim, becaufe we obferve with the greatelt
pleafure that our country corre{pondents-have too much zeal and
information to want fuccefls in their public end=avours, whether
at Norwich, at Shethcld, at Manchefter, or elfewhere through-
out the nation. In our fincerity for the good of our country we
truft that we areall equal, and as fuch we doubt not of our ul-
- timate {uccefs.

“ We {ee, with {orrow, the exiftence of thofe evils which you
. fo juftly reprefent as the {treams of corruption overflowing this
“once free and prolperous country. We lee, with futprize and
- gbhorrence, that men are to be tound both able'and willing to
fupport thofe corruptions. Itis, however, no {mall confolation
to find that others 4re not wanting, in every point of the nation,
of dn oppofite character, who are ready to remedy, by all laud-
able and honourable means, the delect in our reprefentation, the
ufurped extenfion of the duration of parliaments, and other

~ grievances, {uch as you notice in your letter. -

“ That the conftitution of England has no more- of that cha-
rafter it once pofleflad ; that the fuppofed democracy of- the
country has become a matter of property and privilege; and that
we have therefore no longer that mixed government which our
adverfaries are praiitng, when they know it is-no longer in our
poffefiion, are falks notorious and indifputablo. Where- theh
are ‘we to Jook for the remedy ! To that parliament of which we
complain, to the executive power, which is tmplicitly obeyed,
if not anticipated, in that parhament ; or to ourfelees,:répre-
fented in fome meeting of delegates for the exteniive purpofe of
reform, which wé fuppofe you underftand by the term Cone
VeRlioN ‘

£ It
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« Tt is the end of each of thefe propofitions that we oucrht
to look to; 2ad as fuccefs in a good caule muft be the effeét of
pericverance, and the rifing reafon of the time, let us determine
with coolnefs, but let us pe: -fevere with decifion. As to a con-
vention, we regard it as'a plan the moft défirable and moft prac-

ticable, fo {oon as the great body of the people fhail be courage-
ous and virtuous enough to join us 1n the attempt.

« Hitherto we have no reafon to believe that the moment is
arrived for that purpofe.—As to any petition to the Crown, we
believe it hopele(s in its confequences.—With refpect to the lalt
of your propofels, we are at 2 lols to advile, It the event is
losked to in the vote which may be obtained from that body to
wrnom this petition 1s to be addreffed, which of us can look to it

vithout the profpedt of an abfolute negativef in this, point of
view therefore it cannot require a moment's confideration, But
if we regard the polrcy of fuch a petition, it may, 1n our appre-
znfion, be well worth confidering as 2 warning voice to our
Dreﬁ.m leoiiiators, and as a fignal for imitation to the majority
of the people. Should fuch a plen be vigoroufly and generally
purfued, it would hold out a certainty to our fellow countrymen
that we are not a handrul of individuals unworthy of attention
or confiderztion, who defire the reftoration of the ancient liber-
tizs of England; but, on the contrary, it might bring into light
that noit of we ll meaning men, who, in the dlfferem tOWnS and'
counties of this realm, are filenty but ferioufly anxious for re-
formztion in the government.

¢« We exhort vou, with anxiety, to purfue your laudable ¢n-

deavours for the common gcod, and never to defpair of the
public caule,

¢“ \We are, &c.
“ Signed by order, in the name of the Society for

t “ Conftitutional Information, o

“ D, Apawms, Secretary.”

4ir, Garrew. I will now put in 2 letter, the original of which

was found in the poffeffion of the Secretary of the Norwich So-

ciety; it is a draft fent from the Norwich Society to the Conftis
tutional Sccicty for their approbation.

].. NES WALSH {worn—examined by Mr. GARROW

. Did" you go for the purpofe of apprehending Mr. Saint;
;be becremr} of the Norwich Conttitutional Society !

A, :\0, I did™ not, 1 was prefeﬂt when the wairant was ex ;
cuted.

@ Did you fez 20V papers feized ?
.c:/ I feized them mviel:. ﬁ )

2. Dld you [Ut vour name upon r_hern
ﬂfr IE‘H

Q;'["
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9. Inhis houle? )

A Yes, -

9. Is that one of them? (4 paper fhewn him.) ~

4. 1 taok this paper with others, in his houfe. It is ada .
dreffed to Mr. J. Broughton, St. Mary’s church, Strand.

. Can you prove the hand writing ?

A. I cannot, |

(The Clerk reads.)

“ At the mecting of the Society for Conftitutional Informa-
tion, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand,-Friday,
25th of October, 1793, Prefent, Mr. Bryan mn the chrir, &c,

¢ Read aletter from Mr. Purfer the Secretary to the Society
for Conftitutional Information at Coventry, accompanied with
fome addrefles from the faid fociety.

“ Refolved, That the thanks of this fociety be returned to
the Coventry fociety for their communication. - |

“ Mr. Sinclair read a letter with an addrefs from Mr. Skir+
ving, fecretary to the Convention of the Friends for toe Peo-
ple, in Scotland, to Mr. Hardy the fecretary to the London Cor-
refponding Society.

« Refolved, That an extraordinary general meeting of this
fociety be called for Monday next, at the Crown and Anchor
Tavern, at {ix o'clock in the evening, to confider the utility
and propriety of fending delegates to a convention of delegates
of the different focieties in Great Britain, to be held at Edin-
burgh, for the purpofe of obtaining a parlramentary reform.

« Refolved, That the fubftance of the motion be inferted i
the letter.””

| (The Clerk reads.)

““ Atan extraordinary general meeting of the Society for
Conftitutional Information, held at the Crown ahd Anchor T'a-
vern, Strand, Monday, 28thof O&tober, 1793. Prefent, Mr.
Sinclair in the chair, &ec.

¢ Read addrefles to the Friends of the People for parliamen-
tary reform, fiened William Skirving, fecretary to the general
convention at Edinburgh.

« Refolved, That this fociety do fend delegates to the en-
{uing convention to be held in kdinburgh, for promoting a re-
form in parliament.

« Refolved, That two members of this fociety be elected as
delecates to the faid convention,

« Refolved, That the fecretary do deliver to the delegates
appointed by this fociety, to reprefent them in the convention
at Edinburgh, copies of the proceedings of the 25th and 23th

inftant, by which thev are appointed to that office. |
' ' Cig « Inftrutions
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« Tniructions to the dﬂle*:rates

Zdr. Garrew, It may be nﬂcef"arv to put in the original drafe
of thofeinftru@icns in which theré are material alterations.
A, Adaras caled in ﬂgam.
41r. Garrew, Look at that {a paper fbewir) and fee if the fig.
nzture Is yours.
A. Yes, it has my name on it amongi{t others.
.1 In whofe hand writing 1s the Ietrer 1tfelf ¢

A. it is my own, all of it E}.CEpt the names of the meflengers,

Q. Beio gﬂod as look if this is the draft of the mftru: }lﬂlla,
originzily prepared for the delegates, and, from which your en-

LY

Ui VWas uhf;‘ﬁ”&fd: made ?

/. 1 cannot take upon me to fay, from the length of time.

Q. 1t was found amonz your papers, we have heard ?
A Yes.

2. Lock atit and fee what it purports to be, what do you
tzke 1t to per

#. 1 {hould not know, but there is mv own hand writing at
the bottom,  Otherwife Ifhou]d not reccolledt it at all.
.Q,. {Ls:k:ie at 11.) Do vou believe it to be an original mi-

:te prenzred to be transferred into the oook of the fociety ?
Dc =s it appear to be fuch an original minute ?

4. It appears this paper was what I fhould tranfcribe, but I
hzs fo many nteriineations fince, that 1 cannot fpezk to it,

;,fr. Ersemre. Can you tell how it came interlined ?

4. I cznnot.
L. Or whether you wrote another copy, that being inter-
lined :

ﬂ"‘ I czanot fav that.

Gire Garrow, 1f vou fee 1t agrecable to thefe corrections,
would you not believe it then

Lsrd Pref; .u:’f.. ‘That is reafoning him into 2 belief. He does

{wear that this is 2 rough draught.

D, {10 wiines.) You den’t know any of the interlineations ?

Cy

g

. L co not.,

5. You know the paper, for there is your own hand writ-
Ing :
. T here is. -
our. Garrew. What T propole to dn s, as the fair copy is
rezd, to t;1.._aur:n: out to vour Lordthip, how it ftood before thefa

t itcod originally, Infirullions to the delegates; ¢ the de-
lzo2tes were inftructed, on the part of this focigty, to affift in
pevg ey E . 1t1 p

meons, ior :‘ne pur pofc ci procuring an ElquIr}f in the fald Loufe,

--..-'l- ‘.--

i ioc xate of dhe reprefentation of the {ubjects of Great Bl'ln
P J -
tﬁlﬂ
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tain in parliament.,” Thatis now ftruck out, I will now read
it as it ftands at prefent,
(The Clevk reads ) -
‘* The delegates are inftructed on the part of this fociety to
aflift in bringing forward and fupporting any conftitutional mea-
fures for procuring a real reprefertation of the commons of
Great Britain in parliament.

“ That n ipecihng the redrefs to be demardeéd of exifting
abufes the delegates ought never to loofe fight of the two eilen-
tial principles, general tuffrage and annual reprefentation, to- -
ocether with the unalienable right in tite people to reform, and
that a reafonable and known compenfation ought to bz made to
the reprefentatives of the nation by a national contribution,”

Mr. Garrow. It {tood before ¢ that they fhall alfo demand in
fuch petition or petitions a {pecihc remedy for the paft, prefent,
and poffible abules in the prefent fyftem of repreflentation, and
an avowal of the nght of internal reform ; that in {pecifing the
principies upon which redrefs ought to be demanded, the dele-
cates had particular relation to thefe- exprefled in Mr. Pitt’s
{pecches before he was a placeman, in the Duke of Richaiond’s -
letter to Colonel Sharman before he was a minifter, and Mr.
Ilood’s fpeech upon his motion for a reform in parliament, bat,
above all in the conltitutional {tritures contained in the defence
of John Horne Tooke, at the {uit of Charlzs James Fox, in an
altion for debe 5 and that the delegates do demand a right of vot-
g for members of pariiament in favour of all perfons, not in-
fants, paupers,lunatics, placemen or penfioners, and not incapa-
citated by crimes, and the voting ought only to be in places and
diftriéls of the refidence of the voters ; that the timé of ele&tion
oughit to be fhort, and the colleCtion of votes be made in as
many different places in a diftri¢ty immediately as may ba
convenient, or accurately taken, and at one and the fame time ;
and eflentially, and above all, the parliamentought to be annual.

(The Clerk reads. )

“ That the de]egates do pun&tually correfpond with the fo- -
ciety for the purpofe of communication, information, and of
receiving fuch further inftructions as the exigency may require.

¢« Refolved, That the above be the direction to the delegates.

“ Refolved, That feven guineas be allowed to each of the
delegates for travelling, and a fum not exceeding three guineas
per week, each, be allowed to them during the fitting of the
convention of delegates ; and that a fublcription be now opened
for that purpofe, and that the lecretary be requeited to for-
ward the fame,

“ Refolved, that the proceedings of Friday the 25th, and

Qg2 Monday
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Mondzy 28th of Cllober, 1793, be figned by the chairmar
and fecreta ry.

« Refolved, That the fecretary be requeited to write to the
differect {ocieties with which this fociety is in correfpondence,
informing them that the London Correfponding Society, to-
gether with this {ociety, have elecled delen*ates to the conven-
tion of delesates to meet a2t Edinburgh, on the 2gth 111{’fant,
and to requett their concurrence in this 1mp0rtant meafuyre,”

idr, Garrow. \We will pafs over the meeting of the 6th of
Decembery and come to the 17th of January,

(The Cff?n. reads. ) _

<« At z meeting of the Society for Conttitutional Informa-
tion, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, 17th of
January, 1794, Pref"nt, Mr. John Horne Tookein thechair &ec.

¢« Refolvedy That law ceafes to be an objelt of ObGdIEHC“
whenever it becomes an inftrument of oppreffion.

“ Relolved, ©'hat we recall to mind, with the deepelt fatif-
action, the merited fzte of the infamous Jeftries, once Lord
Chief Jutice of Engiznd, who, at the 2ra of the glorious re-
vcluuon, for tae many Iniquitous fentences which he had pafled,
vas torn to pieces by a brave and injured people.

« Refolved, That thofe who imitate his esample deferve his

g 32
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< Mr. Tsske having left the chairy My, Gerald was called to 11,

« Refoived, That the T'weed, though it may divide countries,
oucht not and does not make 2 fepqmt:an between thofe princie
ples of common feverity in which Englifhmen and Scot{men
zre equaliy 1f1terefled that imjuftice in Scotland is injultice in
.t*a 1;.‘1{]., and that the fafety of Englifhmen is endangered
wienever their bretiren of Scotland, for a conduct which en-
:ties tnem to the approbation of all wife and the fupport of all

b ave men, are {entenced to Botany Bay, a punifhment hither-

to infitiaa OHTv on felons. .

@ Refcived, That we fee with regrety, but we fee without
fear, thzt the period 15 faft appmachmtr when the- liberties of
Britors muft cepend not upon ieafon, to which they have long
a,,__...__.]t:d nor o their powers of exprefling it, buton their firm

and L'ld?._lﬂtﬁd rejolution to oppole tyranny by the {ame means
bv which it 1s exercifed.

¢ Refolved, That we approve of the condu& of thz Bria
tith Convention, who, though affailed by force, have not
been anfwered by arcument ; and who, mnlike the-members of
2 cariin auemb‘y have no intereft, diftinct from the common
pody o) the people. |
“ Refolved, That 2 copy of the zbove refolutions be trﬂnl'(-i
Mt

(3 ...

E
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mitted to citizen William Skirving, fecretary to the Britith
Convention, who 1s now imprifoned under colour of law, in
the Tolbooth of Ldinburgh, |

.« Refolved, That the refolutions now pafled, be publithed in
the newl{papers. , '

« Relolved, That the refolutions now pafled, be figned by
the chairman and fecretary.

“ Read a letter from Mr. Hardy, {ecretary to the London
Correfponding Soclety,”

Myr. Garrow. That letter of Mr. Hardy’s was read this
forning, {tating an anmiverfary dinner at the Crown and An-
chor Tavern, on the 20th of January.

My, Erskine, Yes, that was read this morning,

(The Clerk reads.)

“ At a meeting of the fociety for Conflitutional Information, |
held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday 24th
January, 1794, prefent Mr. John Pierfonin the chair, &c.

“ A motion was made, that it be refolved that the mgf sx-
cellent addrefs of the London Correfponding Sogiety be inferted
in the books of this Society, and that the King’s Speech to Ais
parliament be inferted znder it, in.order that they may be both
always ready for the perpetual reference of the members of this
{ociety during the continuance of the prefent wufortunate war
and that (in perpetuam rer memoriam) they may be printed to--
gether in one fheet, at the happy conclufion of it; which happy
conclufion, according to the prefent profperous appearances,
we hope and believe not to be many months diftant, :

“ Ap amendment was moved, that between the words (}is)
and (Parliament) the word (bonourable) fhould be inferted.
Honourable was withdrawn, and another amendment was then
moved, that between the words (hs) and (pariiament) the
word (faithful) fhould be infcrted, fasthful was withdrawn,

“ And it was unanimoufly refolved, that bis and Ais cnly is
the proper epithet for parliament upon the prefent occafion.
¢ The refolution then pafled unanimoufly in its original
form.

«¢ Refolved, That the London Correfponding Society have de-
ferved well of the country.,

¢ Refolved, That the Secretary be ordered to caufe 40,c00
copies of the. addrefs, the {peech, and thefe refolutions 1o be -
printed in one fheet and. properly diftributed in England, Ire-
land, and Scotland, |

« Refolved, That the thanks of this {ociety be given to Earl

Stanhope, for endeavouring to put a ftop to the prefent unfor- -
tunate war.

« Refolved
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R=ﬁ;}1"ed That thele relolutions be publithed in the new(=

paners,’’
(Mr. IV hite reads. )
At 2 meeting of the Society for Conflitutional Informa-
tion, he‘id at the Crown and Anchor T ‘avern, Strand, 7th Fe-
bruzrv, 1704, prelent Dr. Kentifh in the chair, &c.
 (rdered, That a copy of the refolutions paffed at the meet-
g, 24i0 ]anu”r} lafty be fent to the Edinburgh Gazetteer,
for in 1#1‘..10“, tozether with acopy of the feveral refolutions re-
ceived by this fociety, from the London Corriiponding Society.
“ It was then moved, thar a2 circular letter be fent to each

fedion of this fociety requehmrr tnelr affiftance for the fund
fu>icribed for them III'I“‘TI:O ned at iLdinburgh.

¢« Refolved, That the Secretary be defired to write the faid
Jetter,”’

(C

F--ll

{The Clevk reads.)

“ At a meeting of the Society for Conflitutional Informa-
tion, heid at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, 7th
Alarcn, 1792, dMr. roft in the chair.

¢ Mr. Tooke zave notice that he would, zt the next meet-
ing of this bomety, move, that two books fhould be opened,
cne of them bound in black, in which fhall be entered all the
enormitizs of thofe who deferve the cenfure; and in the other,
the merirs of thofe who deferve the grautude of the fociety.”

(The Clerk reads.)

¢ Atz meeting of the Society for Conflitutional Information,
keld 2t tha Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, 28th March,
1704, ar, john Pierfon in the chair.

< Read z letter from tht. London Correfponding Society:.
« Relolved, Th the fome be entered on the books of the

SGCEE:}', ( e the Letter gind Rﬁ.m.am ff.-c.ff’mf, pages 151, 1524
arnd 153 of 1o wWori.)
T'}E

ﬁ:}if:a, Trlat it 1s ﬁt :ind proper, a"ld the duty of this

p
Qrdared, ..n:f.: the Secretzry acquaint the Lﬁndm Correfponding
QCLE':‘,, hat we have recewed th“l[’ communrcatlon, and

thzt for the p urpoh. of 2 more ﬁ::eedv and effetual co-operationy

w2 invite them to fend to this fccxf:tx, next Friday evening, a
celo-ztion of fome of their members.”

(1he Clerg veads.) :
“ Atz meetinz of the Society for Conftitutional Informa-

ticn, held zt the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Frzda},
0 iy 31704, Nir. Simmons in the chair.

j.ri-i .51?:-!'1 E!
& Rea ctter from the committee of the London Corre-
{ponding

H.'

£
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fuonding Society, acquainting this {ociety, that they had députed
John Baxter, john Thelwall, Richard Hodglon, Matthew
Moore, John Richter, and john Lovett, to hold a conference
with the members of this fociety. Five perfons, Mr. Moore,
Mr. Hodglon, Mr. Thelwall, Mr. Lovett, and Mr, Baxter, at-
tended from the Londan Correfponding Society. |

« Refolved, That a delegation of five members of this So-
ciety be appointed to meet the members deputed by the London
Correfponding Society. | ,

<« Refolved, That this deputation do confer with the deputies
of the London Correfponding Socicty.

« Refolved, That there be appointed a Committee of Cora
refpondence of the members of this Society.

«« Ordered Mr. Joyce, Mr. Pierfon, Mr, Bonney, Mr.
Sharpe, and Mr, Tooke; do compofe the Committee,”
(The Clerk recds ) -
“ At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional Informa-
tion, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, 11th
Aprily 1794, prefent Mr. Tooke, Mr. Joyce, &c, made 2
report of the delegates of tae London Correlponding Society,
for the purpofe of this fociety co-operating with the London

Correfponding Society, and that they had come to the following
relolutions:

% Refolved, That it appears to this committee very defirable,
that a general meeting or convention of the friends of liberty
fhould be called, for the purpofe of taking into confideration the
proper methods of obtaining a full and fair reprefentation of the
people.

“ Refolved, That it is recommended to the Society for Con-
ftitutional Information, and the London Correfponding Society,
to inftitute a regular and prefling correfpondence with all thofe
parts of the country where fuch mealures may ve likely to be
promated, not ouly to infligate the focieties already formed, but
to endeavour alfo to produce {uch other aflociations as may fur-
ther the general objedt, -

« Refolved, That it appecars to this committee that the gene-
ral object will be much promoted if a ftanding committee of co-

operation between the two focieties were eftablithed, for the pur-
pole of holding perfonal communication with fuch members of
fimilar focieties in other parts of the country as may occalionally

be in London, and who may be authorifed by their refpective
{ocieties to adt with {uch committees,

““ Read the following letter from the fociety to the London
Correfponding dociety, April 10, 1794,
«“ CITIZENS,
« I am ordered by the committee of deiegates of the London
Correfponding Society to inform the Society for Conftitutional

Informa-
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-Infermation, tnat they approve of the refolutions of the come
mittee of conference.

«« Therefore, the London Ct::urrt';'{'pc.nt:linEr Society have chofen
(five pprfms\ to put in practice immediately the fecond and third
refolutions of that committee,

« (Signed)  Twuoxas Harpy, Secretary,

¢ Addrefled to Mr. D. Adams, Secretary to the
Society for Conttitutional Information.”’

« Refolved, That the report of the committee of delegates
from the London Correfpcrdmﬂ' Society, and of this focmty, be
entered on the books of this fociety.

¢« Refolved, That i it appears to ‘this focicty, very defirable,
thzt a general meeting of the friends of liberty {fhould be called
fa; L,—“- purpoi-* of takmr- into confideration the proper methods
of obraiaing a full and fir reprefentation of the people.

¢ Rﬂ‘elvﬂd That it appears to this {ociety, that the general
objett will be much promoted if a ftanding committee of co-
operation were eftzblifhed, for the purpole of holding perfonal
communication with fuch members of fimilar focieties 1n other
paris of the country zs mzy occafionally be in London, and who
may be authorized by their re pedtive focicties to act with fuch
commjttee:.

¢« Refolved, That the committee of correfpondence, already
appotnted by this fociety, be the committee of co-operation and
communication with the committees of other {ocietics.

“ Ordered, That the Secretary ‘be defired to {end a letter to
tse London Cofrefaonding Society, acquainting them with the
members of this {ociety appointed to confer with them:

< Refolved, That Mr. Joyce be requefted to accept of the
oZce of Secretary to the Commutte of Correlpondence.

“ Ajr. Joyce being prefent, accepted of the faid office.”

(The Clerk reads.)
¢ Atz mﬂe ing of the foeiety for Conflitutional Informa-
held zt the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, May g,
1704, Prefent Mr. Wardle in the charr, &c.”

Air. Garrse. Thisis merely introductory to the proof of fome
letters, which I fhall put in by and by.

(The C&.rf continues reading.)

¢ Read a pamphlet, containing certain proceedings of the
London Correfpon inz Society, and of this Society,

« Refclved, That two thoufand of the {ame be printed by
a..f'ii*- focxetv.

D, (To ddacicon) Loo;.. at this, and {ee if you found it
zmong Vir. Adzms’s paper .
AoY CE, I did.
4ir, Garrew, This s one of the pamphlets which thei}a{’c re-
olution .
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folution dire&ed-the publication of; and which was found-in the
pofleflion of Mr. Adams, fecretary. to that fociety ; it is a letter
from the London Correfponding to the Conftitutional Society,
with their refolutions enclofed. - - |

Mr., Erskine. Thofe things having been alrcady read, I fhould
be forry to infift upon the Court and Jury hearing it again, but
at the {ame time, when the context is forgotton, I cannot tell ;
but, though-your Lordfhip and I may have a recollection of it,
the Jury may not. When you read things detached, it gives
different ‘ideas. _

(The Letter of the 27th of March, 1794, was then again read,
as before inferted, and the refolutions thereupon. ) |

Then it is refolved, at that meeting, to fend an addres to
Meflts. Muir, Palmer, Margarot, and Gerzald; in which they
- informed them, ¢ Though they had been fo long filent, {Hll 1t
had not proceeded from unconcern at therr fituation, for they
had marked their enemies with honeft indignity, and that they
thould have attained to a full and fair reprefentation of the
people, ‘for which they were prepared to alt with magna-
nimity, they would again recetve them.on the Britifh fhore.”

There was allo read two anfwers to the above addrefs, di-
reCted to the Conflitutional Society from Palmer, Skirving, and
Muir. _ |

Lord President. T am forry at the clofe of the fecond day, to
be in the fituation that we are ; 1 cannot think of detaining you
atl might without refrefhment. |

One of the Fury. My Lord, the refrelhment we ftand in need
of does not depend upon meat and drink : it 18 impollible for
us to remain in the fituation in which we were laft night: my
Lord, we are very fenfible of your goodnefs, but we heg leave
to inform your Lordfhip, thaj the accommodaation of the place
is fo bad, we muft reprefent our {ituation: We have been forty
hours without taking off our clothes, we want relt ; it is necef
fary to the prefervation of our health, even to enable us to go
on with the trial ; we intreat, therefore, that we may be per-
mitted to go home?

Mpr. Erskine, 1 amvery willing that the gentlemen fhould go
home, at all hazards, taking their word of honour that they -vilt
not be approached by any one upon this caufe; 1 am certain. v
ready to-admit that they thould go home on the part of the pri.
foner. The gentlemen have fuid, they have been forty hours
in their clothes, and feel an inconventence from it, and .y cufe
is 1i$¢:yet commenced, which will take not only an’equal length
of time, but a'greater, if it is neceflary ; and not time wicrely
but an equal attention, which requires a firmnefs of mind,

Rr o which
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twhick firmuefs of mind can only be preferved by a ftrength of
bedy, in order to enable my Lord and Jury to attend.to it ; the
cafe is-now to parole evidence, which will take up a deal of
time t0<MNOITow. I mui’c b& pI’EpBI‘Ed, -ﬁﬂdpﬂthdly, .Whenf:ver
vour Lordfhip calls upon me; all'that I can fay, is, that [ am
rezdy todo whatever 1s moft convenient to the ddminittration of
jufticeand the Court. - R s

AMr. Garrzw. - The obfervation my_ learned friend is now
making, was made yefterday ; "it cannot be {uppofed that my
learned friend, or any body élfe, withes to be underftood, that
on the part of the prifoner there is a greater difpofition to
engage 1n tais moit arduous proceeding, than m thofe who are
charzed with this profecution on the part of the public. My
Lord, the difperfion of the Jury does not relt with us, but it was
difcufled upon conflitutional ground : the fubject difcufled yefter-
day doss not cepend on us, whether we are to give or with-hold
an zffent to the difperfion of the Jury; but it was confidered on
the grounds cf the law and conftitution ; it is much to be la-
mented that the gentlemen fhould be ill-provided for; no inti-
mation of the renewal of the fuggeftion on the part of the pri-
foner, hzd been intimated in the courle of the day. I, for one,
feel myfelf very unfortunate, I thought it my duty to infift upon the
iearned gentleman withdrawing, who has been charged with the
czre of this profecution, and whofe moft extraordinary exertions,
vefterday, were witnefled by the Court ; I feel myfelf, therefore,
embarraffed upon the fubject; 1 have no difficulty, however, i
Tzving this, that my learned friend cannot go one ftep beyond
me, or my learned leader, the Attorney (eneral, in the fenfe
they entertaln, that this Jury, if they thould be permitted to
depart, tnatis, if the law fhould permit them to depart, ma
be moft fafely entrufted here, 2uny where, at any diftance, for
znv length of time ; 1f the Court feel that they can with fecurit
do it, if the Court feel that not only guarding againft all wilful
zstempts towards 2 mil-trial, which 1 do not fufpeé on the part
of the Jury, but guarding againft accidents which may befall
zny man, under the circumftances of leaving this place, if the
Court fz¢l they can do ity [ have no objedtion; 1 am juft 25
ready to confent to what may be legally and fafely done for the
zccommedztion of the gentlemen of the Jury, as my learned
{riend, or any man can be.

svir. Erfeine, 1 beheve that nothing that fell from me can
bear zny thing like 2n attack on Mr. Attorney-General.

2Ir. Garrsiv teplied, it was true, he had not, but he had a
rizght to menifeit his attentions.

Lsrd Prefidznt. You only add to the uneafinefs in our minds
#y fuch converfation, This fubjedt was difcufled yefterday, and

Wwe



[ 315 T

we have all the difpofition to do every thmg in the world for the
accommodatlon 0t the Jury. . "There were then folid, ferious
doubts arofe, or rather it was the opinion of the thdges, that
they could:not fafely permit the Jury to feparate ;.that being fo,
all théy could do was to make it their part:cular requeft,:and I
am perfuaded the Sheriff went fo far as he.could roward their
accommodation, and I would do all in my power for them,”

One of the 7ury. My Lord, it is not poffible under this,roof,
there is not that accommodation which we want, namely, beds 3
we were Jaft night 2ll in ope room upon matraifes, where it
was impoflible we could get reft.

Lord Preﬁdmt. Is there any houfe in the nmghbaurhaod
where they can-get beds ¢

"The London coffee-houfe was then mentioned.—I¢ was faid,
‘that houfe was engatred and filled with witnefles for the Crown.
The York’ Hotel in Brldge-&reet was mentioned ; and, at
length, it was fuggefted that at the Hummums in Covent-
garden, ‘they might all be accommodated with feparate rooms
and beds, and the Sheriffs undertook to condu them thither,

and three bailiffs were {worn to keep them in cuf’cody, Wthh.
they did in three coaches.

A “furyman faid, that the officers appointed tﬁe mght before
had taken' fuch efpec:al care, that they could not even. get
fhaved ; they had not fuffered a razor to approach them, .

“The Lord Prefident faid, that if a razor'did. find its way
among them, he fhould not ask how it came there,

A fhort converfation took place about the time neceffary. to
be given Mr. Erskine to look over the mafs of evidence which
had been adduced by the Crown; and, after fome altercation,
in which Mr. Erskine faid he defired no favour,- he only wifhed
for the courfe the moft likely to further public juttice, it was.
agreed to adjourn to eleven o’clock the next day

[End of the Second Day.]

L

Rra THURIDAY
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Tuurspay MOrNING, OCTORER, 30, 1794

Tha Court met at eleven o’clock,
PRESENT,

THE LORD CEIEF JUSTICE, LORD PRESIDENT;

ap CxieF Barow, | MR, JusiceE BULLER,
ox Hornamy, | Mr. JusTiceE GRosE.

3%, Ziterney Gereral. 1 am now going to produce fo your.
Loriinip fome pzpers found in the pofleflion of the prifoner
z= the bar, zs fzr back as the 3oth of Aprily 1792 ; by which
it wil aopear that the pnfoner, Mr. Marnarot, Mr. Martin, Mr.
Richier, 2nd Mr. Vaughan, wereat that time chofen delegates of
tae London CGI‘"prOI‘ld'HU bomet‘; , .and Mr. Vaughan, and on
or two others were appointed to draw up the conititution of the.
fociety. And I fhall then call fome witnefles to prove, that
Mr. H:.:rd} defired that conftituticn to be drawn up.
Joux Gur~ELL, fworn,

Adr. Aiterney General, Look a2t thele papers (fome papers
Jrewr pim) where did you find them ?

4, 1a AMr. Hardy's poiTeffmn.

(Read bythe Clerk of the Court.)

. Dzted Mondzy 30th Apnl 1792, ‘ London Correfpond-
inz Society, Divifion, No. T Held at the fign of the Coach
2nd Eorfes, Lincolns-Inn Fields; ]ames Shenff in the chair,

«« Rélolved unanimouily, That Aaurice Margarot be ap-
pointed our delegate to the ftanding committee of the feveral
divifions of the Corrﬁfpordmfr Society ; and that the faid de-
legzte fhall continue in office during the {pace of three months
to this day.

«« That this refolution be figned by the chairman, and tranf-
mitted to the prefident of the commitiee. Slﬂrned by order,
jzmes Sheriff, Chairman.”

2, ch Guracdl; Did you find this at \’Ir. Hardy’s ? (a paper
_ﬁ'fll? “’h )

4 1ad,

( Read Ly the Clerk sf the Conrt.)

 To the delezates of the London Correfponding Society,
at 2 Il‘i‘.':‘ﬂ':::'i" of the [zcond branch of the aforefaid fometv held
zt the Dlue Pofts, in the ay-Market, Nr. Macneil in the
ca:ir. l' Wwas mﬂqlmeuﬂ" refolved,

1it ¢¢ The p*oceﬁdmus s to go by rotation.

T

zd, « That David Rowland was unanimouily elelted {ecre-

e
LI

*“d ¢ Air. Martin was unﬂnmouﬂ} eleCted delegate for this

fe.._h,u, for _L'i: :¢ months {rom the cate hereof. by Grdcr of -
the foctery, d) 3¢, 1702, D, Rowlend, Secretary.” y
. (r.
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. (M. Laazx:r: called in. )
Mr. Aitorney General, Did yuu find that paper any where?‘
(a paper fbewn bim. )
4. 1 found iz in Mr. Hardy’s houfe. |
(The (J ork reads.) -
Naovember 5, 1792. ¢ This is to certify, that the divifion
No. 16, of the Loundon .Correlponding Society, have cho[en
John Ba*{tur, our delegate. Edward ]ones, chairman, E. Gray,
fecretary.”

9, Did you ever ¢ fee that before } (a paper fhewn bim. )

ff Yes.

9. Where did you find it?

4. In M, Hardy’s houfe.

. (The Clerk reads.) |

Dated Thurfday, 8th November, 1792, « On an applica.
tion being made to the committee of delegates, of the London
Correl’pondmw Society, by John Richter, of divifion No. 6,
for leave to inftitute a divifion of this fomety, in the nelghbour-
hood of Knight(bridge. He is hereby authorized to do fo in
the courfc of next week, and make the divifion No. 19, of the
London Correfponding Society. Signed, John Martin, chaire
man, Thomas Hardy, fecretary.

« This is to certify, that John Richter is appointed delegate
to the Correfponding Society of this 19th divifion. Thls firlt
meeting in Knight{bridge, this 16th of Nov. 17¢2.

9. (7o Gurnell. ) Where did you find this paperP (a paper

Jnewn bim. )

A, In Mr. Hardy’ s houe.

(The Clerk reads. )

Dated 7tk May, 1792. ¢ Mr. Hardy, the bearer of this, is
delezated by the divifion of the London Correfpondmg Saciety,
which meets at the Bell, Exeter-ftreet, Strand, and is authorifed
to affift at the committee, appointed to form a. conftitutional
code of laws, for the government of the Londoft Correfpond-
ing fociety. (Signed,) Robert Boyd.”

. (Ta Gurneil.) Where did you find that paper, Mr. Gur-
nell v (apaper fhewn him.)

4. In Mr. Hardy’s houfe.

(The Clerk m;d’s.)

Dated 3o0th of April, 1792 « Mr.Vaughan, the bearer of this,
is delegated by the divifion of the London Correfpondmg So-
ciety, which meets at the Bell, Exeter-ftreet, Strand; and is
authorifed to affift at the committee, appomted to form a ‘cone
ftitutional. code of laws, for the government of the London

Correfpondmg Society, (Signed,) T. Hardy »

9, Look at this paper, did you ever fec it hefore ? (a paper
ﬂ.wwn him.
* A Yes, 1
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A Yes,. .

9, Where did you find it?

4. In Mr, Hardy’s boufe,

(T he Clerk reads.)
Datzd April 3; 1792..- No,-4, Taylor’s-Buildings, Chandos-
ftreet, Signed, Thomas Hardy Addrefled to Mr. Vaughan.
¢« SIR,

[ take the liberty to fend you a few of the orrgmaT papers
for your perufal, this afterncon: if you fee any thing in them
- worthy adopting for the approbation of the delegates: to-morrow
evening. Some of them are {weet flowers, and I hope you
will be like the bee, draw a little from each; I wifh you, 1f you
fee any propriety in it, to copy part of the preamb]e, that part
that mentions the number-of inhabitants, in each of thofe po-
pulous towns, that have not a fingle voice in chufing a merber
to reprefent them., I am {ure it would have 2 good effect on
the pﬂ‘:c, zand likewife the rotten boroughs in Cornwall.
When thefe papers were read in our fomety, in its infant ftate,
(but by the by it 1s fcarcel; out of leading-ftrings now, but fhall
not a doubt remain with us), they were fired with indignation
zt fuch an injuftice and unequal reprefentation. Many never
heard of zny fuch thing,  If our {ociety was fo affelted by the
{zme way of reafoning, tens of thoufands of the péeple of this
nation would be equally fo, if they were informed of the exift~
ence of thofe evils, Thus fome of them, in my opinion, are

e moft clear things that can be exhibited to the public, Ex-‘
cu_e me for tal-.mu' Tuch liber rty with you.

“ I remain, Sir,
““ Yours and the Saciety’s zealous friend,
“« THoMAS HARDY.”‘_
9. (I5 Lauzun) Did you ever fee that paper before ?
£. Yes, in Mr, Hardy’s houfe.
(Read by the Clerk of the Court.)

The Report of the Committee of Conflitution of the London
Correlpondmn' Society. Printed for the ufe of the members.
Sold by Thomas dpence.

“ Knowing from experience, that thofe who (through the-de-
raved fhate of what fhould be the reprefentative body) are {uf-
fered to prey on the vitals of our country, derive the principal
part of their fuccels in oppofling an equal reprefentation, from
the z&ive circulation of falfehood refpeCting this and other
fimilzr focieties, we think it advifeable that you {hould give an
explicit declaration of your principles and wifhes, whmh we
concen e to be zs follow:

“ That all men are by nature {ree, equal, and mdcpendent
of ﬁ::.Ch other.

pngiale

© -7« That
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2. & That to exjoy all the advantages of civil fociety it.is
not neceffary that individuals fhould relinquifh. more of their
patural independence than-is required-té fulfil this injunction.
"« Let the minority yield a friendly fubmiffion to the majo-
Iity. VRN SR A L

%. « That no majority, however great, can juftly déprive
the minority of any part of their civil rights :==wherever- it is te

tempted the focial-bond is broken, and the minority have a right
to refift, - R O

4. ¢ Thecivil rights of every individual 4re, equality of voice
in the making of laws, and in the choice of pérfons by whom
thofe laws are to be adminiftered ;——equality before the law,
whether in claiming its protection or fubmitting to its fentence ;
freedom to publifh his opinions, to exercife his religious wor-
{hip without moleftation or reftriction, and to-enjoy his pro--
perty, fubjett’ only to fuch contributions-as may be impartially
fevied for the good of the public fervice: - =
-8, « Submiflion to any meafure does not im
the propriety or impropriety thereof, =
6..% Eyery power entrufted to a magiftr
fibility for the exercife of that power,.

..7. -% The foregoing are not new, but are
ciples of Enulith government,

8. &« The total departure from .the principle of equality in
the-eleGtion-of the legiflative body, commonly called the Houfg
of Commons, is the chief caufe why the people of Great-Bri-
tain are now deprived of "the benefit of the foregoing principles,

and in place thereof labour under 2 continued fyftem of extor-
tion and monopoly. - .

9. « Gorn ffl—is a grievance immediately refulting from the
reftriétion of the choice of reprefentatives to men of landed
property ; by it the price of bread in general is doubled, and
{ometimes much more than doubled; for whencvér this country
happens to be blefled with anabundant feafon, a part of the taxes,
under which we groan, is applied to encourage the exportation
and advance the price of corn. ""Thus we. pay one tax to go-
vernment, to give the landed man an opportunity of laying on

another. The hackneyed pretence for this a& is ‘¢ the welfare of
the farmer.” The real intention of it is

, to enable the mono-
polizers of farms to pay enoromus rents, -

10, ¢ Game Laws—Though too evidently calculated to dif-
arm the nation, may in general be attributed to the fame re-
{'cri&iqn 5""1)},’ them even the farmqr, on whofe property the
game is fed, ‘is robbed of every conftitutional right of a Briton,

and fubjected to the brutality of a bathaw in the form of a coun-
try Juftice, from whom there is no appeal, |

ply filence as to

-

ate implies a refpon=

the original prine

\

11, ¢ E',Wg;
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11. & Exafe Laws, and Stamp Duties, (and the confequent
fyftemn of fpies and icformers) equally repugnant to the protefled
orinciples of the conftitution, and moft extenfive in the1r Op-
prefiion, are often introduced merely as engines of corporation
infuence ; for in fome inftances the produce of the tax does not
pay the expence of collection; were the fenfe of the nation fairly
taken, it is impoffible to believe but whatevér fum might be ne-
ceflary for the public fervice it would be raifed by means lefs ob-
‘noxious and lefs expenfive.

12.°% Thz Autiny Aet—Which would never have exifted,
had ‘not tiie bulk of the people been excluded from reprefenta-
tion. It refleCts a charge of hypocriiy on thofe who affect-to
bewail the late events in F rance, yet calmly view the defenders
‘'of their country {ubjected to every fpemes of fraud, mfult, and
cruelty. 'T'he military excellence of true repubhcan: in all ages
provesit to be unneceffary. Convince a Briton that he is about
to fight for a country in which his rights are dally confulted,
and the cat of nine tails may be burnt b} the hands of the.com-
mion hangman.

13. The Imprefs Service—Equally cruel with the foren'omg,
15 znother effeCt of 2 partial reprefematlon ; it has Jately been
proved, that the expence of this fervice, if applied to increafe
the {eamens pay, would render imprefling unneceffary; but it
is more confiftent with the government of a fattion to diftribute
the fum among the officers of corporations.

14, & The ill effe&s of partial reprefentation are not con-
fined to men in private ftations; we challenge contradiction
when we affert, that, in general, promotion, “whether in the
zrmy, navy, or church, Is the effe of parliamentary connettion,
22d the reward of parhamentary proftitution,

15. ¢ VWe cannot entertain a doubt that the foregoing ﬂ:ate-
ment of grievances will be admitted as juft by our countrymen
at large ; and alfo that an equal reprefentation by univerfal and
znnuzl fuffrage would tend immediately to redrefs them. It
remains to prove that the difhiculties faid to attend {uch a fcheme
are mereiy the chimerical inventions of interefted men.

10.  Let us fuppole all partial corporations, (thofe badges of
flzvery) abolithed ; and confider the whole ifland as one corpo-
ration diviced into counties or cities, for the purpofes of em-
boaying and exerciling militia, &c. and for electing reprefen-
tazrves, {ubdivided into diftricls, or townfhips, as nearly as cons
venient in equ:I proporfion to the number of inhabitants.

17. < Allow to each diftri® or townfhip, one reprefentative,
and let it be fubdivided into parithes, and every man entitled to
z votg, be rer'”’lcred in the parifh in which he refides. Large

ﬂ';fhe: may be fubdivided into wards, or hamlets,

38. ¢ Let
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18, ¢ Let evéry voter give his vote in the parifh in which he
refides, let the votes be brought in wgting, and called for in -
{ucceffion, either alphabetically by the names of the veters, or,
numerically by the wards and number of houfes; either of thefe
methods would prevent that fource of riot, ‘the praltice of vo-
ting 1n party groups, | .

19, ¢ The truth of entry of every individual votein each
parih would éafily be examined, and the totals of the feveral
parifhes in each diftrict fo ealily colleéted, that we fcruple not
to affert -a general election might be decided with indifputable
certainty in twelve hours. .

22 < [n faying the whole ifland {hould be confidered as one
corporation, we do not wifh to be underftcod as recommending
that diftri¢ts thould chufe their reprefentatives from diftant parts.
On the contrary, we think the reprefentative fhould always be.
a refident of the diftriét, as his charadter would be better known

to his conftituents, Hearfay charadters are feldom any other
than the blazonings of fattion. | |

g’ -

21, “ It is indifpenfible to good government, that reprefen-
tatives fhould be paid for their fervice to the public. The want
of open and honerable reward, retards -the exertion or laudable
characters, and {ubjets the nation to the fraudulent and delufive
pradtices of mock patriots.

22. ¢ To thofe who are convinced of the propitety of the
foregoing ideas, and only afk, how fhall we attain the practice
of them? We anfwer, affociate. By fo doing, you will better
correét and ftrencthen each others opinion on the fubject of
liberty, and eventually abaih the tools of corrupt influence, and
lawlefs power. Eftects which are not to be expelted from the
vague and defultory exertion of individual opinions.

« Having thus {tated what we conceive to be the fentiments
of the focicty, we recommend that the members fhall meet in
divifions, confifting as nearly as convenient of thirty members
each, and that the management of its affairs be velted in one
committee of delegates, one felect committee, and one council,
{ubjelt to reference to the divifions, and trial by jury, as more
particularly defined in the following fections. S

“ SECTION L. Form qf ﬂft'w{ﬁon and duty of a Member.

1. * Each candidate for admiffion 1nto this fociety, fhall be
pronofed by-a'member, who fhall either belong to the divilion in
which the propofal is made, or be perfonally known as a member
of the {ociety to two members of {uch divifion.

2, ¢ The fecretary fhall enter the age, name, refidence, and
occupation of the candidate, together with the propofer’s name,
and numbet, in the minute book of the divifion, and the pre-
fident fhall put the following queition to the propofer,

S s “ Are




r=

(B
to
[

Lk

. ..:ir'rr. o well acquainted with toe candidate you propefe
with kis means of lifey and bis political prenciples, and are you we}
a _;z:r.-:d that I m gencral character i facb as well not be difgraceful
{5 this [zeicty 2

7. % If the propofer fhall anfwer the foregoing queftion in the
amrmzuve, the prefident fhall demand of the divifion, whether
any member has any objection to the candidate.

4. % If no objection {ztisfaltory to the divifion fhall be made,
the prefident fhall put the followmn' queftions to the candidate,

& Are $5u €5 sninced 100t cven yman « who bas attained to }fms of
diferetizn, is in mmﬂ' 51 of bis reafony and nst difguabfied by crimes,
cuzht ts have a wote for a reprefentativey and not mave than one
l‘ufg

< dre sou csnvineid that o reprefentation ought to be divided as
nearly as poffible i propsriion to the number of electors 2

« ./fr* ou convinced that the election of reprefentatives c_:af the peom
2k cuzht s be aunual 2

Wi il youn by all jufiifiable means endeavour to promste a reform

11 1he par’rm::u of this coxntry, agreeable o the prurapf.fs which

& F 3‘: or . 'I"""""'“J_; : -"'fi ?

f wwb i R )

" 5, % The candidate having anfwercd the foregoing queﬁlona
in the afrmative, fhall be declared a member, and {hall receive
2 ticket on which thall be 1ndorfed his name, and time to which
his contribution is paid. And another ticket on which fhall
be written in large figures, the number of his divifion, and be-

eath that, his own number in the divifion.”
Mr. Atorngy General, Under the article, order, read No. 6
2n1i 7. |
6. « No member fhall be allowed to flile himfelf, or any
other by any party names, &c. whether intended to convey
refp=ét or difrefpet.

~. ¢ All pelincal appellations which do not in their imme-
diaze int erpretation, convey an idea of political {entiment or

fituation, are party names, The following do not fall under
tois objection, as will appear by their C\planations.

Reputlzan— One who withes to promote the general well-
zre of his countrv,

Deperati—* A iupporter of the rizhts and power of the
pewle. '

Arijfserat— One who wifhes to promote the interft of 2
few, at e expence of many.

wali/i—* Among the icnorant part of mankind, fignifies

2 perfos attached to recral ﬂovemment . among artful courtters;
it savelln for :.hexr own arlﬁocracy. J
Leyali—¢ A fupporter of the conflitution of his country

szen.
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Citizen~< The ancient appellation given to the members -
of free ftates. ' |

Subjett,—<¢ Can only with propriety be applied to a member .
of a ftate, whofe government has been inftituted by foreign
conqueft or the prevalerice of a domeftic fattion. .

«« SgcrionN 11, The Organization and Power of a Divifion.

1. ¢« Kach divifion fhall meet oricé in a week, on any even-
ing in the week cxcept Thurfday and Sunday; . -

2. ¢ The hour and place of meeting fhall be at the conve-
nience of’eich divifion, but muft be announced to the conftitut-
ed bodies. . |

3. < Each divifion {hall eleét from its own members, a pre-
fidetit, vice-prefident, fectetary, affiftant fecretary, délegate,
and fub-delegate. ‘

4, % Each divifion thall be furnifhed with dhiree books, (v1z.) .
one té bear the mimber of the divifion§ 4 fimilar book to be-
called the fupernumerary book of the fame divifion ; and a third
for entering minutes. -

5. « No divifion book fhall contain miore than thirty eftec
tive names,—{ubjec to variation as hereafter mentioned,

6. « Members admitted after the divifion fhall amount ta
thirty, thall be entered in the {fupernumerary book, but not be-
fore, | | . |

7. © As foon as the members enteréd in the fupernumerary
book fhall amount to fixteen, they fhall be entitled to a nuni-
ber as a new divifion. They fhall determine the time and
place of their future meeting ; they fhall receive 2 fupernumerary
book, aid a minite book, and a new fupernumerary book {hall
*be delivered to the origtnal divifion. S

8. « Members entered in any {upernumerary book while lefs.
than fixteen, fhall be entitled to vote, and in every refpect be
confidered as members of the divifion to which fuch fupernu
merary book {Hall belong.

- »

9. “ No new member fhall have a vote the fame fitting in
which he is admitted ; nor transferred member the fame fitting
i which he is transferred. I

10. ¢ Each divifion fhall be allowed one fhilling and fix-
pence for rent, furniture, &c. :
11, < Every member fhall have liberty to introduce one
~ ftranger, provided fuch member fhall anfwer that the {fentiments
of the ftranger are fimilar to ours, and the fame {tranger fhall_
not be introaduced more than twice, except for.the purpofe ot
admiffion as a member. - ST L

No: 22. “In cafe of perfecution, and that the means pro-
vided by the 7th, 8th, and gth Sections of this Con{htutl?n,;
fhould not produce the effet of re-eftablifhing a reprel’entf;ﬂ;

> S 2 0
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b...év of tiis fociety for two weeks fucceflively, evcr}f divifion
{hzll have power to elect four perfons whole powers fhall be the
{ame as tbe four officers of the committee of delegates.
24, €7 The {ole object of thofe four perfons {ball be the re-
{tabil fhm:ut of the reprefentative bod}, and they fhall report
pro'- efs v.*eehl}, and be weekly fubject to revocation.’

iar. dtterrgy General,  Then the paper go‘*s on to the com-
miitee oi delegates.

(T he Clerk of the Court reads.)
““ Secrtionx VII. Tk: Cominittee of Dilegates,

I, *“The committee of d&EUEIEa is the reprefentative and
leciilative Body of this fociety.

2. ¢« Their duty is indivifible, 2nd the reprefentation thall

riot be 1mp*=1r¢=d b} any appointment, either of themfelves col-
leciv lv, or of zny other conftituted body, which may fubject
the members Lﬁreof to be ablent from the ir meeting, or to be
ariles cnncemed in 20y {ubwct under their difcuflion.
3. % Not lefs than three-fourths of their whole number fhall
bz 2 querum, excent 10 the cafe of perfecution.

2. © There fhall B¢ no difparity or difimilitude between the
members, by offices of prefidency, or fecretaryfhip.”

Adr. Aisriey Gereral. Go to the 14th 2nd then to 21,

(The Clert: of the Crurt m:mﬂ )

1z, € The duty of the committee of delegates is to direct
the conduct of the executive powers in all matters which do not
require {ecrefy or expedition,

21, ¢ i the executive powers, for the purpofe of obtaining
their approvetion, fhzll communicate any thing which a ma-
jority of the delegates {hall approve as neceflary to be fecretly
done, thewhole committee of delezates zre bound to fecrefy.”

. gt v General.  (Go to feGion 8.

. (Ti2e Clerk of tie Court reads.)
“Secriox VIII. The Selei? Committec

“ Shall not exceed the whole, nor be lefs than half the
'1U'nb*=r of ithe committee of dder*ratcs
< Ev ery individual mpmber of this committee is the {er=

vant of the whole fociety, and not refponfible to any particular
civifion,
3. ¢ They fhall at their firft inflitution be numbered by lot,
erﬂ cne to the number of their total,
¢« On the lzfs Tl"u=1day in each month one third of them
ﬂl:.u be put to :he vote of the committee of delegates, either

to be re-cleed, or others cprointed 1 their piace,

"Eﬂ

< Vi,
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% 7z, 1t Month, No. 1, 4, 7, m,}

and {o on, adding three

2d ditto, No. 2, 5, 8, 11, to the laft number.

3d ditto, No. 3, 6, 9, 12, |
5. ® No perfon fhall be eligible who has not been 2 member
of this {ociety three months. =
6. « No member thall be allowed to change his number.

7. ¢ "Their appointments of prefidency or fecretarythip {hall
be from their own members, and at their own difcretion as to
permanence.

3. ¢ No member of this committee fhall be admitted until
he has an{wered the following queftion, which fhall be put by
the officers of the committee of delegates:

“ Do you promife that you will not relinguifh the flation which
sou are about to take in this fociety on account of any perfecntion
which may be brought on it ; that you will perfevere in meeting the
felel? committee, and to the utmoft of your power encourage every other
member of this foczety to fulfil the duty for bis refpective flation 2
. Their office 1s,

I. ¢ Preparatoty, as they may be direfted, either colletively,
partially, or individually, by the committee of delegates or the
council, ~

2. ¢ Referential, as to any matter adopted by the committee,
of delegates, or the council, or by both, which they may judge
improper.

. 3+ Allintended publications of this fociety fhall, previous
to being printed, undergo their colleltive examination.

4. ¢ One third of their whoie number fhall be a quorum.

“ Sectiow IX. The Councils.

I. « Shall be compofed of one treafurer, one priacipal {e-
cretary, and not lefs than four affiftant fecretaries. -

2, ¢ They fhall be numbered from one to their total, and re-
eligible at the fame time, and in the fame manner as the fele&
committee, |

3. “ The treafurer fhall, on the laft Thurfday in each calen-
dar month, give to the committee of delepates, a monthly
account of the total fum which he fhall have received from
each divifion, in the courfe of the inftant month.

4. ¢ He fhall alfo give to the fele¢t committee at their
meeting next before the laft Thurfday in March, June, Sep-
tember, and December, a quarterly account of 2all monies rea
ceived by him on accourit of this {ociety, and all difburfements.

5. « His quarterly account, with the remarks of the feleét
committee, if any, fhall be laid before the committee of dcle-
gates on the laft Thurfday in March, June, leptember, and

Lecember, to .be bv them examined zand renorted to the
. . ’ Y ‘ 1
divifions.

6. ¢ The
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6 “ The principal fecretary fhall record 21l Jaws which {hall
c.dﬂ by this fociety, which fhall be printed annually.”
A'rfﬁr:w General, Go on to the 12th and 14th.
(Zhe Cler of the Court reads. )

13. « Every member of the council fhall be really acquamted
with every tranfztion of this fociety, however lecret.

12, « Each member of the council fhall have a compleat lift
of the members of every divifioh of this fociety, -with their refi-
dences, which lift he fhall depofit to the beft of his judgment in
2 place of fzfety.”

Mr, fitsrney-Generél. Go on to Sedtion 11.

(T Clork of the Court reads.)
« Sectiox X1, Of decnfation ind Trial.

«Jfa 2ny member fhall think another unworthy of being a
member of this {ociety, or that he has afted in any degree
improperiy, he fhall ofter his accufation in writing, ilﬂ'n(’.‘d by
himfelf in the divifion of which the accufed is 2 member.

2. ¢ Every accufation fhall ftate the law on which it is
grounded.

3. ¢ If the decifion of the divifion fhall be in tHe favour of
the accufed, the triz] fhall go no farther; if not, the accufer
ihzll eive 2 > flatement of the cafe in writing to the delepates of
his oiwn diviiion, to be laid before the commlttee of delegates.

4. © No vote or refolution touching any matter ot accue
fation {hall pafs in any divifion except chat of the accufed L as

mentionsd in the laft arricle); nor in any of the conftituted
bOﬁlEbl

3. “ The dele egates hating received the cafe, {hall cle& four
of rfan not of their own bodv nor of the divifion or divifions

concerned to alt as prefident, fecretary, vice-prefident, and

affiftant-fecretary, in tae enfuing trial.

0. ¢ They fhall alfo iffue notices to each divifion, except
thoie of whica the acculer or accufed are members, mentioning
the time and place of trial, and the four perfons whom they
bave appointed to fqumend ity and recuiring each of them to
TETUIN ONe jurvmai, |

7. € Each divifion fhall return of its own members one
jurvman by lot; but none of the four perfons appointed to

fuperintend the trial, nor any memb:.r of any conftituted body
fhal! be returnzble.

5. ¢ Every juryman {o drawn and failing to attend at the
zppointed time, fhall forfeit me thillings and {ixpence, except
in cafz of fx Ck'lﬁi:, as {hail aifo each fup...nntendant

9. ¢ The fuperintendants thail by lot take twelve names out

f the whelz number prefent, who fhall be the Jury for that
-.:.'.3.]..

0. « The
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10. ¥ T'he accufer and the accufed fhall each be allowed one
affiftant at their own choice.

11. © The prefident fhall read the accufation, and call on the
accufer to produce his evidence.

12, ¢ The evidence on the part of the accu['er being, clofed,
the accufed may call his evidence.
13. “ During the time each witnels 1s giving his evidence he

may be crofs-examined by the jury, the prefident, the accufed,
the accufet, or either of their affiftants.

14. © The evidence being clofed, the accufed and his afliftant
fhall be allowed to comment on it, and make his defence ; but
the crofs-examination fhall be deemed {ufficient on the part of
the accufer.
15. 1f the prefident fhall think proper, he may recapitulate
the principal points of the evidence, and comment on them,
16. « The jury fhall give their verdict in writing, figned by
all their names.
17, “ If the jury fhall not within two hours agree that the ac-
cufed is guilty, he thall be acquitted.
18, « The iflue of the trial fhall be reported to the cornmrt..
tee of dglegates, and by them to the divifions.”
Jane CLio Rickaran fwarn—zxamined by Mr. Bowkr.,

Q You are the wife of Thomas C]lO Rickman?
A. Yes.

Q’ What trade is your hufband 2
A. A bookfeller.

9. Look at thefe books, and fee who they appear to be
prlnted by?
A, They appear to be printed by my hu{band.
@ Did you know Mr. Thomas Paine
A. Yes.
Q: During the time that thefe hooks were printing, where
did Mr. Pame lodge.

A, 1 believe he was gone out of England at the time they
were prrnted

2. Did be ever lodge at your houfe ¢
A: Yes,

©, At what time ?
A. ¥From June.to September, 1792.

Q Did you ever fee any of the fheets of that work, while
fhat printing was going on:
A. Yes, [ have,

2. Where did you fee them?
A. At our houfe,

L: Your hufband printed them 2
A. No, he is no pnnter.

. The

26
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They were brought to your houfe as they were printed off A
I cannot fa r, [ dld not fee them printed.

. Did you ever iee {heets brought to your hufband’s haufe }
es, proaf ﬂ}e 5 | have.

Vherz tnevaoh 1zht there while that was printing ?

_es, of ihe large “edition ; there were two editions.

Y ou a}f there were two editions ?

;2 large eamoi., and one of a fmaller.

on tacle works there was expected to have been a

-
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9. And how was the profit to have been divided ?
2o Mr. Paine t told me that we were to receive the profit of

crie, it was to be divided batween Symonds and my lmfband
é}. Ol: T‘hzﬂn;

0 2

"’i

ne fmaziler ons.
_‘q ., Who was to receive the profit of the larger one?

4. Mr, Pane,
.Q_ W"aa Nr. Pamne zt your houfe during the time that was

-1.. He wzs zt our houle during the printing of the large one;
of the larze one I {aw fome of the proofs make their appearance
i2nd, but it was not publithed before he left

:E zland, net "1 of them.

r
Zppear to be printed for any body elfe beﬁdes

-.-..1 .& Lp: \..11 S}TmondSi

jaxe Crio RicxxiaN—crofs examined by Mr. ERSKINE.

2. Dc ?GT.I mezn to f{wear, that you know thefe were the

tcoxns printed ﬁ:u Mr. Symonds and your husband ; do you
fwear that thele are two of them !
A. Taothe baf-: of my knowledge they are, [ always under-

5. Can you take upon yourlelf, on your oath, to fuy, that thefe
were not printed by fomebody elfe, who may have annexed

LI

sour hushand's name to them, or can you by the paper and

oe fay, that they were printed for your husband and Symonds ;

‘ou nave never rezd the beok through to fee it is the fame?
4. I Lnow petiing about what it contains, that book came

out of my L.;Dp, it has my w rit!nfr on 1t.

& :\f: ther do you know the ﬂ].«:&p” of the letter, the type, of

b
L'E

)
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A 1 nzver faw them in that (hape.

ﬂ"‘

=/ Tﬂpre;ole you cznnot fpear.. to the identity of the book ?

b

£ Where had you thefe books from?

4. Ifup-
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" A I{uppofe I had them of Mr. ]ohnfon

Mr. /ftramfy- General, I fhall certainly objet to thefe kind of
queftions.

Mr. Erfline. 1 require, and 1 ask no more, that when this
fociety or that fociety is attacked, they may be attacked by the
fame ¢vidence, as they would be if we were in a trial for a
hbel.

My, Attorney-General. T have not yet thewn, that I withed to

have any loofe proof, but I am by no means willing to admit the
propofition to the extent that you-now ftate it.

Tromas CLio Rickman fworn—examined by Mr, Bower,

9. Did you print one or both of thefe books ?

A. They were printed with my name,

9. With your knowledge ?

A. No, without my knowledge.

9. How came they to be prmted with your name ‘—How
came you to know that they were printed fo ?

A. T never knew it at the time, till I was 111f01med I was
then 1n the country.

9. At what time did you learn that thls book was printed
with your name ?

A, [ think it was early in September, 1792.

9. Did you make any application to any body, to know why
they were printed with your name ¢

A. 1 did apply to Mr. Johnfon.
9, Befo gond as to tell me, who were to have the profits of
thefe books?
/f That I never heard but from my wife,
. Mr. Thomas Paine lodged at your houfe ?
. Yes.

.52, Did you ever fee an y of the fheets of thefe works, as the

publication was going on ’

A. No, not as they were going on.

2. Were any proof fheets brought to you ?

A. Never,

Q %og}k at them now, and tell us, if they were the beoks
you publithed ¢

A. My name was put to them.

Q Did you ever {ell any of them ?

A. We have, many,

My, Attorney-General, Whofe hand ertmﬂ' IS that upon the
outfide of the book ?

A. My wife’s hand writing,

My, Erskine, Mrs, Rickman admitted that before, Iasked
her and fhe proved it.

Mr. Atiorney-General, Did you look at the matter of that
- Tt book &
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book : in the courle of your profefiion, did you ever know. ang
other book, enti:lcd An Addrefs to the Addreffers ?

A. 1 never rerd any book under that title but this.

% Were jou 2 me nber of the Conihtutianal Society ?
2, 1 was,

THU.&AE CLm RICEMAN, cro"s-examlned by Mr. ERSKINE.

9. You do not mean to fay that you can take on yourfelf to
{wezr that thele are the two identical books ? .

A, Ceria; Ly n n-t, |

9. 'Inf::} may be exaltly the fame printed by others, with
YOU. DZME ; I° there 20y 1oing -bout the paper, or the type,
bx winch vou can know theis; by which you can fay they are

nefave: '

4. 1 knovw nothing of the paper or type. 1 know nothing
zbout printing at all. o

AT m.-.f:rm.j- Gafraraf. Is that the book that you {old at your
fmnp, the Addrefs to the Addreflers, when fuch a book was -
d":'x._.ﬂ for* Louk at the matter of it. -

- Eribize, | objeltto that,

L ri Prejact. Gie muft have knowledge enough of the book
to be zhle to ~ive an anfwer. It s fuﬂit:ient it ne 1s fatished

Pk trl'

hzs .8 Took contzins the identical words that were commonly
rubiiined under thar tide, nothing turns on an original or a

copy. 1f vou are furc 1tisacopy of the fame bﬂok, It 1s thﬁ
{zme 2s 1f 1t was the original,

F

ilr. Aoy cmeral, Suppofe the Conflitutional Society re-
red to Locve’s Effay upon Human Underftanding, how is 1t
pc Tible to indentify that book, without calling the boukfe]ler to
prove that that is” the book he ufually fells for Locke on the
F zin Unde f{"anamﬂ ;
r’ Cozef Foffice, (,ertainh fo, with reference to the evi-
éer&:e. The cntent:. of 2 book is very good evidence in my;,

il diisrney-General, Ts that 2 book you would fell for the
...;. r..{ {"" tﬂ' I.r]t... JAI%ﬂruﬂ-an -

C:urt. i vou ever read it ?

2. Do you know tie contents ?

A bave read the book,

&2, "T'han look and ize by the contents of the book, whether

vou woulc 4,00 that book 2s | he Addrefs to the Addreﬂ‘ers?‘ If

2n1 tody was t0.a5x for fucn a book. 1 will have an anwler to
this 1f I make you read 1t through,

4. certainly have read the hddrefs to the -Addreflers,
{_"i

&, Lock at ..h# contznts of it, and tell me if the contents

arz iot the jame as the Addrefs'to the Addreﬂers, which you
have reagr’

© - A4 lhavg
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" 4. 1have no doubt about its being the fame, from the coma
slexion of the book altogether.  ~

9. You have been told three or }f_)ur times to look at the
contents. Now look it the contents—lookirniz at it now, have
you any doubt that that is the Addrefs to the Addreffers ?

A. 1 certainly have no doubt, | |

M. Erskine. You fay you have no doubt But it is the fame?
Is the reafon you fpcak fo from the general appearance of the
book, or is it fraan having a perfect recollection of every fen<
tence in the book ¢ |

A. Not évery fentence, |

9. Can you take upon yourfelf, upon your oath, to fay, that
is the very fame word by word and letter by letter?

A. No, 1 cannot fay that.

Mr. Artorney-General, Have you any doubt of it?

4. No. |

My, Attorney-General, (1o Ars. Rickman.) Did not you mark
them to be {old in your fhop as books to {ell¢

A, They have my name on them. .

2. On what occafton were they marked ?

A. 1 had them in my fhop as books to fell; and I marked
them on giving them to Mr. White, |

Mr. Erskine. ‘There is another confideration before the book
is read, | underfland the Court to be of opinion, and I am not
difpofed to argue it, that this book muft be taken at prefent to
be theletter Addrefled to the Addrellers on the Protlamation, by
Thomas Paine.  What I wifh to know is; How it is propofed-t3
make this book evidence in this cafe. | perfetly underftand
why the Rights of Man was taken to be fo, becaufe of the Cor-
refponding Society having come to a refolution to circulate this
book. I underftand that thereis no evidence as yet before the
Court of any refolution of either of the focieties to circulate
this book, to recommend it or to read it. |

Lord Prefudent. Y ou had better hear how they ftate it.

My, Attorney-General, Your Lordthip will give me leave to
obferve, that Mr, Paine is proved to have publithed the firft part of
the Rights of Man; the fecomd.part of the Rizlits of Man; the
Letter to the French Nation, and i believe, a Letter to Mr. Dun-
das. 1 amnot certain, as I was outof court vefterday morning, but
I underftand, Mr. Paine is alfo proved 1o be a member of the
Conftitutional Society. Rickman; whe ttandsat the bar, and was
the perfon in whofe hands it was to be fold, is zlfo proved to be a
member of the Conititutional Society. Under thele circum{tan-
ces, 1 {ubmit to your Lordthip, that Mr. Paine and Mr. Rizke
man, both being members, what the one writes for publication,
and the other fays he gave him for publication, is evidence,

Lord Prefident. 1 do net imagine that thefe falls, which are

. Ttz | o
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fo perfeSly wide of the particular fubject of this indiftment; can
pofibiy implicate “aem, fo as to make what this book afferts
evidence in the caule,

Fir Attsrrey-G.wcral, I that is your Lordthip’s opinion, I
will not prefs it further. 1 fhall now produce a refolution for
printing part of this 1n the Argus, and read that part of it
vohich 1s prmted in the Argus.

Lord PrefZent. You may read the whole if you wifh to prove

a refciation for printing or recommending a past of it; that
alters the cafe widely.

Air. Erskine. 1t may thew 2 knowledge of all, but it wdi not
fhew a publication of all,
- Lovd President, Certainly not.

Llr Attsrigg-Geniral, 1 will not trouble your Lordfhip mth
1t i this tria al,

j . Guriel! called 111,

Mr. ditirizy-General, 1 am now going to give evidence a-
bu Uy ::rmmg

Alre Bowser, (T3 Guriell) V\Fherﬂ did you feize this paper ¢
A. In Mr, Hardy’s houfe.

(T] Cfﬁ?n ?cﬂdj.)
Letter, dated Shef 1C]d 2 *tn of A I‘II 1704 S]rrned Richard

Davidion; and add*eﬁld CItIZEH Hard\, I\o. 05 Piccadzlly
LOHHOH:

u Ferrow CiTIZENS,

Sueffieldy Aprid 24, 1704,
« The barefaced arifiocracy of the prefent adminiftration has
mace it neceflary that we fhould be prepared to al& on the
defeniive againit any attack they may command their newly
armed mintons to meke upon us. A pian has been hit upon,
and if encourzged fm,_c;endy, will, no doubt, have the effet
of furnifhing 2 quantity of pikes to the patriots ; great enough
to make taem formid ble. The blades are made of {teel, tem-
ered 2nd yu thed zfter an approved form; they may be fised
into any fhafs; but fir ones are recommended, of the girth of

3

the zccompanyiug hoops at the top end, and about an inch
more 2t tie bcfta‘“ the blades and hﬂﬁpa, more than which

cannot be properly fem to any great diltance, will be charged
one fhiliing. Aloney to be fent with the order.  As the infhi-

tLLion s in 1S 1'1mnt:}, immediate encouragement is neceflary,

Struck througn in LHE{ Orders may be fwz‘ o the ﬁ'fretm y of
orl gmal L the Sﬁqﬁ'}efff Confistutional Society.-

(Signed) “ Ricuarp Davipsoxn,
it {u i'pﬁ:ien, direct to My, Robert Moody,

)
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My, Aitorney-General. (To the Clerk) Does there appear any
thing ftruck out? '

A. Yesy (Orders may be fent to the fecretary of the Sheffield
Conftitutional Society) that is ftruck out.

9. Then read what follows

( Reads.}—< To prevent {ufpicion, -&c. as before.”

My, Attorney-General, Now read the letter that was inclofed.

2 (To Gurnell) Did you find this letter in Mr. Hardy’s
poflefiion ?

4. Yes:
(The Clerk reads.)
A letter without a date, directed to the fecretary of the Norwich
Patriotic Society., Signed, Richard Davidfon.
« Ferrow CiTizzans,

“ The barcfaced ariftocracy of the prefent adminiftzation has
:nade it neceflary to prepare to act upon the.defenfive, in
cale of any attack upon the patriots. | _

“ A plan has been formed for carrying into efeél this necel-
fary bufine(s, Pike-blades are made with hoops for the fhafts
to fit the top-ends ; the bottom end of the fhafts fhould be
about an inch thicker, and fir is recommended for the fhafts,
{eleted by perfons'who are judges of wood, The blades and
hoops will be {old at the rate of one fhilling; properly tempered
and polified, The mouey fent with the orders.

' (Signed) ‘“ Ricaarp Davibpson,
% Dire&t to Robert Moody, China-{quare, Sheffield, to pre~
vent the polt-malter’s {ufpicicn,”

Fury. Is that fecond letter addrefled to the Fatriotic Society
at Norwich without a date ? .

A, It is, and was inclofed in the former,

| [Vill:am Camage. called..

My, Attorney General, 1 call this perfon to prove that there
was fuch a perfon as William Davifon conneted with the Conw
ftitutional Society of Shefield, and to prove that thefe letters
aire his hand-writing,

WiLriam CAMASE {worn—examined by Mr. Law.

9. Was you a member of the Society for Conflitutional
Information at Sheflield ?

A Yes.
2, When did you firft begin to be {fuch member ¢
A. Bbout the latter end of the year 17gT.

9. Did you ever act as fecretary to that fociety?
A Yes.

}.?; For how long *

A. Perhaps five or fix months 3 1 cannot exactly tell the

tme,
Q: When
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9, When did vou ceafe to ackt iri that cap:a.r:lt],rP

4. The latter end of April; or the beginning of May, Iaf{
vear.
© 9. Did you in that character write letters for the fociety ¢

4. Noj; Idid not, I was to fign the letters.

9. By whom :2s the bufinefs of this {ociety 'managed !

A. By different perfons.

9. Did they form a committee, or in what way did they
mznage the bufinefs ?

A. ‘fe-, there was a committee.,

9. Who were the leading perfons in that committee ?
4. Edward Martin was one of the committee; John Alcock,

George Widdifon, Matthew Dodwell.

Mr. Atts sriey General. 1 beg your Lordthip’s attention; 1
only tizve thefe names mentioned to fee how many among them
were of the twelve w ho were affociated with the conftitutional
{qciety the beginning of May 1792.

M. Lew. I the converfations among the fociety, what was
their profefled object when you firft became a member ?

A. A parlizmentary reform.

Q Among the perfons attending thefe meetings, what was

heir pm:er&_ ob; efft

.a’ A parnamen* reform.

9, Did tney proﬁ.ﬁ any other object during the time you
b::mI'iG'ECl to the {octety ?

4. That continued to be their object durine ¢ my fecretaryihip.

8. Was there any talk about {uffrage’

7, Not in my fecretaryfhip.

8. You cn'*rea to be fecretary about Aprit laft ?

4. April or iay laft year 1793,

2. Did ; you continue to be a member of that fociety ?

.!27 YFE‘:.&;

9. What was the profefled object of the fociety fubfequent
to that .

A, I cznnot properly fpeak to that; the other fecretary that
w1l be examined can fpeak more properly than 1 can.

Z: Do you remember the fociery at Sheffield choofing any
perion as their delezate to the convention in Scotland 7

4

4. Yes, Matthew Campbell Brown.
£. Do you know whether he went upon that delegation ?
A, Yes, I believe he did.

9. Do vou know whether Brown was ever taken into
cuitody -

.ri:- ‘SLTES-

2. 13:d vou go down to him at the time when he was in
culicdy -

A, Noj
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- A No; he was not in cuftody when I went to him.

,_l Was you {ent to him while he was in rdinburgh ?
‘4. Yes.

.Q_ By whom ¢
By the focicty,
Q: What was you fent: ta him for ?
4. To carry him a fupply of cafh. :
9. Did you fo?

A. Yes, Itook him to the amount of rol. from Shefhield,
and [ called at Leeds and took him nearly the fame fum from
thcre

9 Did you carry money from any other focieties ?
4. No.

9. Did you know how the money fo carried was colletted ?
A. No; Idid not.

One of the Fury. Did you g0 to Scotland,
A. Yes.

Q, [Jid you fee hjm at Edinburgh ? .

A. Yes, |
My, Law. How were your own expences defrayed 2
A. At the expence of the fociety.

. Who did you receive the money immediately from ?

A’ From the hands of Mr., Gales, a printer of Sheffield.
9. Was he 2 member of the Conlftitutional Society there ?
A. Yes; I believe he was. :
2. Do you remember, before you gave up your place as

fecretary, any perfor; of the name of Yorke or Redhead, who
became a member of that {fociety ¢

A | knew one Henry Yorke,

9. Did you ever know him by any other name ?
A. No.

Q_ Do you know where GGales the printer is now ?
A. 1 do not know any thing at all of him.

2. Has he ceafed to be feen at Sheffield ?
zf Yes o s he has.

9: You know 3 perfon, you fay, of the name of Yorke ?
A. Yes,

9. )Have you known him before or fince, by any other
name !

A. No ; never,

Q He '1ttendﬂd the meetings of this focmty ?
A. Yes,

. Since the time he came as a member of “this foclety, did .
Le frequent the meetings pretty regularly ?

./f No he did notq , ,
9. Did



A
2. Did he fake any altive part of the proceedings of the

meetings when he did happen to attend ?

A He ufed to exhort fometimes.,

9 Do you recollect the fubject of his exhortation?

4. Noj they were too complicated for me to remember.

2. Do you ever remember hearing him mention the fubje&
of EIIH::

A. Noj never mn pubhc.

2. What were the means that he recommended to the
fociaty ?

. J- narlizmentary reform.

.,2_ How was that to be brought avout ?

#£. By petltioning the parliament at firft 1 heard him, th"
was his principal exhortztion.

9. What was the next mealure, fuppoling the petition re-
jected : -

4. 1 never heard zny fpeziﬁc plan fpake of by him,

EZ' No {pzcific plan 7

4. No, no plen atall,

,2. You {zid he €id not in public advife the ufe of arms?

4. No, never in public.

9. \’o'i", afk vou what you have heard him advife on that

jubject in private?

Adr. Ersén:, What 2 man faid in private, is that to be ada
mitted ?

e

- Lord Chisf Fufizez. He was a delegate from the Conflitutional
soclety to the Scotch Convention.

Adr. Erskize. T do not mean to ptefs it ;-my idea was, that
whit an agent {zys in private canaot be produced in evidence.

Lord Ch:r" Fuffice. He is not an agent, but a party.

A, Law., " am enquiring about the time when he was at
Sheffield, nc ot while he was an agent mercly: I afk you, fir,
whethéer in private you ever heard him. give recommendations
of toat fort?

4 The fociety wes threatened to be difperled in their meet-

ngs by the p..ople of Sheffield, by the oppofitc party, and in
p"I”E‘L‘“ the people thought it neceﬂ'ary they fhould have arms for
their def fence, znd he approved of ity that they had aright to be

armed - he did not fee any harm in  the bulinefs for their own
dzfence. . |

9. Defence againft what?

£ Aczintt any illegal attack from that party that had threat-
ener, |

9. Who were the people that thought it neceffary to be
E.;'I‘u:u f

#, The friends of reform, to protect their meetings.
2. Tha
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#, The Conihtutmnal Society ?

d Yes.

9. ‘Who did you hear, members of the Confhtuuonal Socu-
gty, exprefs this idea

A. 1 cannot recolleCt their names, it was a general idea.

9. Yfi&nd Mr. Yorke, you fay, approved.of ‘that idea ?

A Yes

-9, Did you ever hear him mention any particular fort of
arms, 2 diftinguithed from arms in general ?

A. No, not at the firfl.

. 1 am not asking at the firft ; did you never hear him re-
::o?unend any particular fpecies of arms to be ufed for this pur-
pole?

A. He was fhewn the blade of a pike, which he approved ofs

9. By whomn was he thewn that ?

A By me, and Henry Hill,

3, Who is Henry Hill?

A. A fhoemaker’s knife forger.
9. By whom was that pike made ?

A. By him | believe,

9. Did be mention any other fort of arnis ?

A No, he did not.
9. Nor inftruments.

A. No.

2. Have you ever had any conveifation with him refpefling
mufquets ? |

A. No, I don’t know that ever I had. ..

9, You faid that Hill and you fhewed him a pike. Did he |
approve or difapprove of the form of the pike which you thew-
ed him ?

4. He approved of the form of that we fhewed him at that
time.

. Did he fuggeft any alteration to be made in the form of it?
4. Notin that.
2. What other pike was {hewn him ?
A. 1believe he had another fhewn to him.
.Q. Was yau prefent?
A. 1 was not.

9. Did you ever hear him talk of any other pike beihg fhewn
to him ¢

A. No, I never heard him talk of it,

8. Had you ever before Yorke came among you, heard zny
rccommendatmn to arm {

Mr. Attorney-General. Did he mention any country in which
pikes were ufed ?

4, No, 1 never hegrd him mention any country.

U 1 Mr. Law.
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Afr. Lazu, How foon after this pike was fhewn to Mr Yorke,
do }ou know of any having bsen begun to be made at Shefheld ?
.n. No, none before thar,

Do you know of any confiderable quantity having been
I.'n:ev1 > after that :

4 No; three dozen only that [ faw made myfelf,

9. By whom were thole three dozen ma"ﬂ?
A. By Henry Hiil,

9. Do you know one Widdifon, of Parkgate, in Sheffield, a

turner
£ Yes, _
2. Do vou know whether e wazs employed in making any
mzrt of thele pixes:

t
A T have heard him{av he was employed in making handles.

2. Had vou ever any “converfation with Wlddlfon, in Mr,

Yc;ré;e’s refence ?

No, I hzve been at Mr. Yorke's lodaing, Widdifon was
I o not recollect any converfatzon

b
. Did vou ever {ze a pike hamtle at Widdifon’s, of the farhe
thofz vou fhewed to Alr, Yorke ?

as t
A. Yes, I did fee one in Widdifon’s pofleffion.
9. Of the fame form as that which you and Hill had thewn

A Y es, neamr the fame form.

Lord Chisf Fylice Do you know how Widdifon came by

2. No, I do not know.
aar. Law., Wes it in the day time or mght you went to Mr.
"3

. 1t Was1n the night

2. 1‘1 hat time of ﬁ'g
/. Between eight 2nd 1:111...
.;‘.?u Di \.ir Yorke take it in his hand "

L

-

A. Yes, he ad.
2, Nid he jook at it for any length of time !

4. Mo, e dd not,

9. Do veu rzeolledt what obfzrvations e made on taking if
1o Lis and *

A4, No particular obfervation that I recolledt, no further than
he 2ooroved of Ii

=2, From the converfution which pafled between Mr. Yorke

k]

ang Hi! ar:d vou, cculd vou collect whether Mr. Yorke had
=07 pikes Lewn 1‘1.11 before of a conftrution which he did not

-

approver
i\a. D0t DV any CGI]"EI‘:&LIGH at that time. 1 underftood

-

by Henry Hiil, that .‘rc had fhewn him {ome before

' .T: W
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9. Now, Siry will you recollect yourfelf, of what numbee of
perfor.s might that meeting confift, when Mr, Yorke advifed
to getarmns?

4. 1 do not know there was any body there in his lodgings, .
but him{eif and me at that time.

9, Was there at any other time ¢

A. T do not recollect that there was.

9. Do you recollet any meeting in the monthof March,

1794, in which the providing of arms was talked of '

A. No, I never heard that there was a meeting of that fort.

9. You was not prefent at that meeting ?

A, No, I was not.

9. You was prefent at a meeting in March ?

A. Not where arms were recommended. )

9, 1am not {peaking of a meeting of a fociety; but was.
you prefent with Mr. Yorke and others at any time in the month
of March, :794, when Mr. Yorke and others recommended the
procuring of arms !

4, No. .

9. Upon the Caftle-hill do you remember oeing with him ?

A Yes, |

9. Did he recommend any thing of the kind then?

A, No.

2. Do you know one Davilfon, who lived with Gales, the
printer ? |

A, Yes, . ,
9. Did you ever fce any pikes when you have been in com-.
pany with him ?

A. No, I never did ; I never faw any in his poffeflion.

9. Did you in his prefence ? |

A. No, | did not. *

9. Do you know one Robert Moody ?

A. Yes,

9. Do you remember any meeting in the month of April,
or any month in the year 1794, whén Mr. Yorke recommended
the providing theml{elves with arms ?

A. No, | do not, .

9. Do you remember any fpeech made by Mz, Yorke upon
the Caftle-hill; Sheffield ? |

A. Yes,

9. What did he recommend in that {peech to the perfons af-
{émbled, refpelting a reform in Parliament ?

A. 1 cannot recollect at prefent to make mention of the
words he made ufe of, only refpecting the reform in Parlia-

ment.
Uua 9, Did
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9. Did he recommend to them to petition Parliament, or.that
they fhould not ?

A. That they thould not; and a refolve was pafled for that
purpofe.

Q. Were any other mears then recommended by, or refolved
upon, by the focieties thei aﬂlmb ed?

A No. .

9. Did you hear an 2ddrels to the nation ever talked of
‘r_h re}
- A. 1 rezard fomething of a kind of addrefs to the people.

9. Was that recommenced by Mr. Yorke? -
A. 1 believe it was?

9. Then he recommended to them not to petition Parlia-

ﬂ’ﬁnt, that was agreed upon, and he recommended an addrefs

to the nation ?
A. Yes.
2. Did Mr. Yorke walk home, or go home in any fort of
tud'ﬂpll -
A. He was condudted home in 2 carriage,
2. \What do you mean by conducted ?
4. Without horfes.
,_QJ Drawn by the people?
. Yes,
L. Condudted home in triumph ?
A. Yes,
L. Did you ever hear Mr. Yorke fay any thing refpecting a
convention ?
#. No, I never did.
2. Never?
<, Never, -
2. Did you ever hear him fay any thing what would be the
beit means of redrefiing grievances ? -
A. No, not that I recolledt.
Q‘ C‘r any thing refpefling a convention !
#. § have heard him. difapprove of the Scotch convention,
2. On what ground did he profefs himfelf ta difapprove of
the dcoich convention ?
. He thought 1t was 3 very wrong piece of bufinefs for them
¢o z{femble, bacaufe the people were much unprepared.
2. How unprEpared
=. I hzve told you that I cannot recolleét about it.
C) fn what manner unprepared he did not fpecify ?
7. INO, ¢ do not recolledt he did.
0 Did he mention any fteps that they thould have taxen
nr wma tory to their aﬂ'emb‘mfr in Convention ?
1 donot recolle& any thing g particular,

,Q:\ You



[ 341 ]

9. You was down at Edinburgh ?
4, Yes.

Q_ Did he ftate any thing they thould have done before they
declared themfelves, the Britith Convention?

A, He faid they had {plit on a rock ; they thould havefirft
brought out -an addrefs to the people- before they-declared them-
felves a convention, or fomething to that purpofe, - -'

* Mr. Attorney-General. Did you ever fee. that before, - Mr.
Camage ! (fbewing him a letter.)

A. Yes.

9. Where did you fee that letter before !

7 In the pofleflion of Richard-Davidfon,

9. At what place?

A. In my own houfe; in Sheflield.

Lord Cbzg" Fuftice. Whatis that?

My, Attorney-General, That is a letter that we have heard
on thé fubject of arms, that was fentto Mr. Hardy. ‘

9, Look at that, Did you ever fee that before ? (a fecond
etter fhewn him. ) * !

A. No, 1 do not recolle@ this letter.

9. How long had Davidfon lived at Sheffield : 3

A. 1 cannot rwhtly tell you. He came to Shefficld fome
time about the beginning of this year, I believe. -

2, Where did he come from ? "

4. From Leeds. I beliecve he acted as fecretary to the fo-
ciety at Leeds, when I was at Edinburgh,

2. Had you any convetfation about the place to which the
perfon to whom the letter was direCted was to fend his anfwer?

A. Yes, he defired a letter to be direfted to M. Moody..

% What did he {ay about Moody ?

He faid that the direCtion in that letter, ihould come to
Robert Moody from London.

&, There.is the name of Bropmhead Whlch 1S ﬁ'.:ratchcd

out. Had you notalk how it happened?

A. We had reafon to believe that 3 letter to the fecretary
was {fometimes intercepted,

- Q. What is Moody !

A. A carpenter and joiner.

2. Had he any thing to dowith pikes?

A Yes.

Q. What is Widdifon?

4. A hair-dreffer and turher,

. What had Moody to do with pikes ?

A. He put handles, I believe, to three dozen,
2. What length were the handles?

A, Some were about feven foot, I belicve, |
2, What
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D. What length were the blades? :
.11’ About ten inches, I think, as near as I can recolledt;
ne o r ten'inches, |am ot certain which,
Q n what ‘hap\. were the bladesr
—: About the fame fhape 2s a bayonet.
9. Do you mean that they were fluted like 2 bayonet ?
S.E::.
Or.«: rj iz _}":r-, And pointed:
A0 X ES, in the {hape of a bamnet.
ifr, Attsrngg-General, Was there any of any other fhape ?
4. No, none that were {haifted.
Q. Were there any other blades made that were not fhafted
of Eny other fhage?
#. There was one made I believe, that was not of that

{hagu-

Q Was that one that was made before not of the fhape,
ver fhewn to Mr Yorke !

.a’. I believe it was the one that Hill took up and fhewed to
Yorxe; 1 am not certain, |
9. Have you feen that one?
4. Yes,

;—1 Then thefe that were actually fhafted were in the thape
of a2 bayonet. |

-ﬂ .S.E::

2. And the handle was feven foot long, and the blade about
ten | nchﬂ“ ? |

.t-j- YES: )
QJ VWhat wood were the handles made of ?

r

4. 1 believe of fir.

R: VWes there any particular reafons given why the handles
were mace of nr: :

7. Nct thzt I know of,

Q Fzd Doavidfon been lone at Sheffield ?
4. No, he had not,

2. Do you krow where he is now ?
A. IdJ not; L have never heard of him ever fince 1 was

i

c’@g

Pad he left Sheflield before that time?

'{ Yecs, about a fortnight before I was taken up,

2. How long had Gales left it before you were taken up < "’
A, Nea ly zbcut the fame time, I believe.

Q. Lid you gver hear of fuch a thing asa cat?

..-u- YE:.

9. \What is the name of ]t ?
4. A nightecat,

2. What 1s a night-cat ]
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A. Tt ftands with four points; fo that when it is throwvn on
the ground, one point always prefents itfelf.

9. Have you {een one : |

. I faw the model of one five or fix weeks before I'was

taken up, |

2. Had you ever feen fuch a thing before ?

4. No. -

2. What was the ufe of it?

4. I underftood it was for alting againft the cavalry,
9. How was a night-cat to a& againit cavalry ¢

A. 1 cannot tell.

2. You muft know, how could it hurt a horfe ?

4. By throwing them in the ftreet.

Q. What would it do, run into his neck, or what other part
of 1t?

A. Into his foot, I fuppofe.

WiLntaym CAMaGE—crofs examined by Mr. Ersgine.

Q. You have been asked what was the object of this focicty,
and you faid it was a parliamentary reform ¢ |

4. Yes. |

9, Was that your object when vou became 2 member of
that fociety ¢ J

A, It was,

2, -You fay you was fecretary to that fociety ?

A. Yes.

2, And you was a member of this fociety from the year
1791 to 1704 ? |

4. Yes,

2. Explain to the gentlemen of the jury when you become
a member of this fociety, in order to have a parliamentary re-
form ; what fort of parliamentary reform was it that you withed
for ? h ' -

A, A more equal reprefentation of the people in parliament,

9. In what branch of the parliament ¢

A. In the Houfe of Commons.

2. Had you any idea by a parliamentary reform in your own
mind, when you became a member, or when you continued
there, to touch the King’s majefty, or the Houle of Lords ?

A. Never in my life.

Q. lask you, in the prefence of God, before whom you
muit anfwer, if you had any idca of deftroying the king ?

A No, God forbid. : ..

2. Did you ever in the whole courfe of the time you was fecre=
tary,” did you ever oblerve, from any proceedings of the fociety,
from what pafled amongft the members, and what they faid and

what
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-what they did, had you any reaflon to believe that any of them
meant different from yourfelf ¢ .
4. Never an individual among the whole focicty,
Then I underftand you to fay, upon the eath you have
t'a‘:-.-.,en, znd {ubjelt to the confequences here and hereafter, that
thers was no fuch idea either in your own mind, and from what

they fzid, in the mind of the other members ¢

4. N\ever,

Q. When you faid that the refolve was not to petition par-
liament, did you mean to petitton it at that time, or never to
petition 1t !

4. I cannot fpeak to that; there was never any fpec fic plan
pointed cut, by what means redrefs fhould be obtained,

9. Wazs 1t ever pointed out that this change in the repre-
{entztion of tne people in the Houle of Commons was to be
carried by forcz of arms and violence.f

A. No, never.

2. If you had any 1dea that the members of your fociety, ot
of other foc:enes, meant, by combining force, to over-rule the
inclinations of the people at large and the inchinations of the

arlizment, would vou have conttm.ed a member ?

A, Noj I would not.

2. 1 zfk you, under the o] emnity of the oath fou have
tzken, whether you ever faw any thing that led you to {ufpect
or believe that was the intention of your fociety ¢

A, Never,

9, Did you ever fee zny thing done, or hear any thing faid,
that it was the intention of any ‘mifchievous individuals among
you °

4. Noj I never had caufe to fufpect any one.

Q. 1f vou had hac an 1dea independently of force, that the
obiect you was zbout might ultimately have affeéted the fafety of
tHn Monarch upon the throne, would you have continued in

thet {DCIET} Y

4. No; I would not.

2. You fay you continued fecretary till the year 1793.. Did
vou rezd with attention 2il you usﬂled or did you take it upon

'U

eruft that it was what it ought to be?
. I generally read it before I figned it.

2. You continued 2 member after you ceafed to be fecretary ?

4. Yes.

€. Youcontinued a member till the time you was taken up i

4. Yes, 1 did

2. Did vou fez any reafon before you was taken up to
chznge vour opinion of the fentiments of thole with whom you
were afaciated - )

A, Mo
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4 No? ’Iciié'riolfg L L
9. Had you ever any redfon to believe, from what you have .
hcaﬂ,them fay or do—I afk” you to look into your owa foul,
and tell me whether you ever did yourfelf, or whether you have

reafon to believe that ahy other member of the fociety began to
intend mifchief ? * . +

A, No, I never did, | | .

9. Tell us whenit was that your meetings began to be
threatened tvith interruptions !

A. About the beginning of April or March. 1794.

9 Do vou remember the time wheh the Convention was tg
be held at Edinburght :

A Yes. .

Q. Was there any thing propofed by the fociety of which
you was 2 member; or did you ever hear any thing {aid, or fee
any thing done, to thé effect that this Convention was to put

down the King and Parliament, and be ufelf the King and
Parliament ?

A. Never. o
9. Did it ever enter into your conception that this Con-
vention was to make laws, or take upon it the funélidns bee
longing to the ftate?
A. 1'never underfteod 1t {o. .
9. Did you conceive it meant any thing more than té con. %
fider of the beft means to effet a change in the reprefentation ..7%-
of the people in the Houle-of Commons ¢ * -
A, The idea the Sheflield Society had at that time, was; that
the Scotch Convention were to petition parliament.
9. Was it upiverfally faid among(t your foéiety, that though
a petition froni a {maller number of individuals will be rieglected
and fruitlefs, was it rot the geueral opinton that; when you had
got the fentiments of 2 great number of the refpectable part of
the people, and then petition as a convention, that the Houfe of

Commons would attend to you, though they would fot to 4
imaller number ?

A. Yes, at that time 1t was. | .

9. Was that; upon your oath, what you colleCted of the
general fentimenis of .the people ¢ g

A. Yes it was, according to my ideas. . .

9., Was you, while you continued a member of the fociety;
and ull the time you was taken up, a'friend to the Britiih con-
ftitution in its purity ¢ "

A, Yes, I was.

9. Had you any wifh -fo bting into England the delolations
and the anarchies that are in France ¢

A. Never.

2, Had you a wilh to fee the King .put down from hi
X x - throng -
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throne, leaving out his death, and his royal familytaken down
from ‘their ftate and dignity

A. No, God forbid that I fhould ever live to fee it.

2. Should you not have thought yourfelf the moft wicked
and 2bandoned of mankind to have remained an haqur in that
{ociety after vou difcovered that to be the with of the fociety ?

A Yes, | thould.

2. Did you, from what you fec, fufpect that to be the
intentions of thefe phnple behind the curtain ?

Afr. Garrew. 1 muft objet to that; that is matter of obfer-
vation for the Jury. -

Mr. Attorney-General, 1 certainly will not objelt to it; at
the fame time, I defire to be underftood that l by no means
think it 2 queftion proper to bz put unlefs I confented to it.

Adr. Erftize, 1am much more difpofed to take advantage of
the permiﬁion than to go out of my way on the prefent occafion,
in order to mzke 2ny remarks on the interruption of the learned
gentleman on the manner in which his difapprobation of the
queftien was conveyed.

Ar. Erstine. (To witnefs) Have you any reafon to fufpe&, or
do you now believe, that notwithitanding the papers that were
{izned, carried on the face of them parliamentary reform ; had

you any rezfon to bzlieve, that there was an intention to de-
{trov the conititution of (Great-Britain !

4. 1never had any fuch le’picion.

Q Now you fzy for the firft time you began to be inter-
rupted in your prcceedingsin 17943 what was the nature of
the threats, and what were you afraid of ?

A, We were 2iraid of the oppofite party

2. What do you cail the oppofite party ?

4. The people who did not think with us in general.

Q You was not afraid from the authority of the ftate ? -

. No. '
=-2, But that people wao differed from you would perfe-
cute you’ |

_r'. Y es. X

2. At the time you were interrupted, in your confcience, did
ycu velieve that what you was doing every thing that was legal °

A. 1 cid not know that I was committing any thing that was
vIong.

Q Woas that the way in which the continuance of the fociety
was argued 2among you when you were threatened ?

A Yes,
c.z' Let me ask vou what {ort of an attack was it you ex-
“ted to be made on you f

2oe
‘1 cannot feezk to that.

""J

L
'
ale

| 9. What
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9. What was the nature of the apprehenfion at the time
Mr. Yorke propofed having arms to defend yourfe]ves ?

A. 'Fhe notion that | had was, that the oppofite party would
do it by force of arms if they attacked us. C

Q. Had you any intention, or did you hear from Mr. Yorke,
or any body elfe in the fociety, that any other ufe was to be

made of even thefe nine dozen pikes than to defend yourfelves
in your peaceable fitting ?

A, Nothing at all elfe.

9 From any that ever you heard or {ee, do you believe it
to have bean in the contemplation of any body, that it was in-

tended to employ thefe pikes againft the King and Parliament ?
A No, never. -

9. Would you have remained an hour in that fociety if you
had had any reafon to believe that that was their intention ?

A. 1 would not.

2. Did you believe that you had a right to arms for your de-
fence under thie law of your country?

A Yes.

9. Under what Jaw of your ecountry ?

2 By the bill of rights.

2. Was that the ground upon which this right was argued
in your fociety ¢

A. It was never argued, but we thought we had a right, from
the bill of rights, to defend ourfelves againft any iudividual of
the {tate, who might attack us.

Mr. Garrow. Who told you that ?

A. 1 heard Mr. Yorke fay fo.

Q. Was it ever debated among you, that if you were op-
pofea by the whole authority of the ftate, you were to raife

arms among the people to fupport the authority of your con-
vention as a parliament £

A. No, never.

9. Was it ever fuppoled, or any- hint given, that the laws
were to be made by thefe twenty or thirty people at Edin-
burgh ?

A. No.

9. What did you confider this convention were to do?

A. 1 cannot fpeak to that purpofe, |

9. Were they to confider what was the beft means to goon,

in a peaceable, conftitutional, and legal manner, as you under-
ftood it ? |

A Yes: I underflood it fo.

2. Did you know Mr. Hardy ?

A. No; I never did. , -

9. Then am I to underftand that you, good fubjects of the
XX 2 - King, -
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Ning, and very much for tie intereft of the country, really
t‘]ou”‘lt you was Contcﬂdrw for I‘l'TntS that rendered more bc-
nﬂﬁc:ﬂl and more {ecure tbe King’s title 7

1‘

.-I‘ Y es, | i did.

fdr. Erfrine, I think the fame, upon my honour,

Adre Garigw, VY hat with pikes !

Leod Chicf Fufficen You differ entirely in your mode of rea-
{foning.

Ay, Erstine, Do vou recoidect why that particular fpecies of

ZIILS Was recommcnded, cr any thino faid about it ?

A. 1 bellave it was the chcapnef‘s of the article that recom-
E-Ei L.e Lnem-

Thenl underftand you to fay, that in order to get thefe
tnere were only nine dozen.
‘T'hre= dozen.
Y
by

ou faw z medel of thiscat?

(«

°'\:'.=
ke,
'I

2;
A.
& Was you an inhabitant of Shefield at tnat time ?

faw one.—A perflon there {aid he had feen thefa
ezrs befere 2t Newcatlle.

vou never did }ourfelf nor any of your fociety, to
Your ko 'l dge, ever {ee an inftrument made after this model 3

A. 1 rever faw any, nor any of the fociety, to my know-
]
ni‘dEE.

4

dare Asrncv-Generzl, Who told you that the bill of rights
permittad vou to have arms ¢
A AIr. Vorc.e.

1 {aid that he had {een {fome of thels

ou at what time it was that he {aw them ?
~ his lne-qme.
w

Q Did he {2y 2t what time in the hiftory of the country he
{awr tnem !
A No. ne Jifl mot mention the year.

"G t}:.. ccuniry at the time he faw thefe at Newcaﬂle 3

L

3 1
‘lll--l' ._,.- —y ll.r'-
Ll T /~ 1

: nk he fzid fome time atout the American war.
m . L] -,,'..' T —
2. Teu f2y you expecied oppelition ftom the other party ag

©. Yo kaew what I meanvery well, Did he fay what was
g

O
iy
{"‘*

w come vou and Davidfon to fend to London about
&rooing sie other party at Shefleld : I
' | , A It

.
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- A, Tt was David{on fent the letter.—He might have the fame
jdea of the people at Loondon as it Sheffield,

9. Now you talk about cavalry, who were the oppofite party
at Sheffield that were to attack you with cavalry ¢
A 1 never heard of any cavalry in Sheffield, g

9. Your opinion was about the oppofite party at Sheffield,
and Davidfon’s about the oppofite party at London, that was
what his letter calls ¢ the bare-faced ariftocracy of the prefent
Adminiftration.”  What did you under{tand by that ?

A. T only underftood that he meant the oppolite party.

9, This Davidfon, that meant as little as you, was not fo
bold as you~—he ran away 2 fortnight berore you was taken up,
—How came Davidfon to run away ¢

A. T cannot give any other reafon than that he had heard there
‘were fome perfons in Sheftield in fearch of him.

9. You told us the cheapnefs of the article was the reafon
why you thought of pikcs ?

A Yes.

9. Will you have the goodnefs to inform me how much were
they to coft ? -

A. "T'wenty-pence. -

9. So that thirteen-pence would not pay for them ?

A, The hoop and the blade would come to that.

9, Then if the blade and hoop had come to London at the
price of one fhilling, there would be fome expence to pay, that
fomebody elfe muft provide for £
A. Yes; there would be the expence of the fhaft to add to

I{. ' .
-9, Did you ever hear of fuch a place as the Parrot in Green.
Arbour-Ally, London ¢ o
A, No. |
Q. Had you any converfation with Davidfon about thefe pikes
after he fhewed you the letter? , -
A. Not that I can bring to my recolleCton what it was, ~
WiLLiaMm BrooMmHEAD fworn—examired by Mr. GarRow.

9. You refide at Sheflield ¢ |

A. Yes,

9. Speak out loud, and fpeak acrofs the Court to thefe gen-
tlemen.—What are.vou by bufinefs :

A.. A cutler, | |

£. Was you a member of any fociety at Sheffield, that had
the name of the Conftitutional Society. |

A 1wss, |

Q. At what time did you become a member of it?

4. 1t was at the firlt inftitution of the fociety, I think inthe
year 1791, |

% Was
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2. Wazs you one of the twelve of that fociety, who were
afrerwards aflociated with the Conftitutional Society of Lon-
don ¢

A. 1 was not then a member of any committee, nor did not
zct in any public character. -

. &. That is not the queftion 1 put to you; I ask whether,
quring any periogd, at any time, you became a member, an affo-
cizied member of 2 fociety in London, called the Conftitutional
society |

4. [ never was a member of that Conflitutional Society in
London,

2. 1did not ask you whether you was or not, but whether
vou was one of the twelve of the fociety at Sheffield, who were
afiociated with the Conftitutional Society in London?

4. We were above twelve when that was wrote to us; and
thereforey 1 do not underfland you.

2. Your f{ociety at Sheffield were more numerous than
twelve? |

Ao Y es, )

£ At which period tne Conftitutional Society in London
was wriiten to you by your Society ? |

A Yes.

L. 1id your feciety when you wrote to the other, propofe
zny names to be afleciated to the fociety in London ¢

A 1 never heard any names {poken of for that purpofe.

Q. Did vou know whether that you or any other perfons

werc received as 2flocizted members of the Conftitutional So-
cietv 1n London?

A. 1 donot recoliet any fuch thing., I do not know of any
fuch members,

. Did I underftand you, that you did recollect fuch a pro-
pot:tion irom veur fociety !

A, Letters were wrote from one fociety to the other.

‘..E} - ~ - ~ -,
L. Propofinz fuch a meature ?

A. T'hat they aCted in eonjunétion ; I always underftood it
{o.

9. Did 1 underitznd you right, that one of the modes by
whicn that acting in conjunction was to be brought about, was,
that twelve of your number fhould be affociated to the London:
Centhitutional Society for the purpofe of conjuntive adts !

4. 1 donot know that ever fuch a {ubje& was fettled; I
know nothing of the further junction of the fociety but what
pzfied by letter, no particulars.

L. Lid you ever'act as fecretary to that {ociety in Seffield ? .

A. Yes, zbout five months,

5. The l2ft five months before you was apprehendec_z ? .

' . Y S,
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A. Yes.

9, When was you apprehended ?
A. 1 think it was in May laft.

9, Now Sir, will you be fo good as to tell us for what pur—

pofe your Conftitutional Somety were aflembled, and what the
profeffed objeét of their affembling was *

A. The obje& was a parliamentary reform.

. By what means was that reform to be effected 2

By meeting and endeavouring to enlighten each other,
and {pread that Lnawledn-e both of the grievances which we
‘confidered as fuch, or which is frequently wrote of, and ina
forming the people of the neceffity of a parllamentar} refﬁrm,' |
that they might unite and move for it in the moft unexception-
able mode,

9, Was there any peculiar mode by which the gleCtion for
the members of the Houfe of Commons was to be affefted ac-

cording to your propolition as to the right of voting ¢
A. That {ubject was never difcufled to my knowlcdge.

2. Are you acquainted with the expreflion, univerfal fuf
frage ?

A, Texpett I am,

2. 1 have no doubt of 1t.  Was it or was it not, the {cheme

of the Conflitutional Society at Sheffield, that the reform was
to be produced by univerfal fuffrage ?

A, It never was, as far as my recolle&mn, till the Edin~

burgh Convention, I never heard of univerfal {uffrage unu] that
time,

9. Was the circumftance of the deburgh Convention
known to the Conftitutional Society at Sheftield ?

A. They fent a delegate to the Conventmn, and therefore
they certainly muit know it.

9. Who was their delegate?
4. A Matthew Lalnpbell Brown; but I was not fecretary at

that time ; they called upon me to take the fecretarythip jufk
after he was gone to Edinburgh.

9, Do you know a perfon of the name of Henry Yorke ?
A. 1 know a perfon who goes by that pame, .
.Q Perhaps by another name ?

. I have heard him go by another name, Henry Readhead.

.Q Did Yorke, or Readhead, whatever be his name, refide
- at any time in Shelfield.

A. Several tumes he has been in Shefficld.
&. Did he refide there any time this laft time ?

A. Thelaft time, 1 do not exaltly know how lon
be fix weeks, or it might be feven or eight.

o, 1t mlﬂ’ht

o)
9. Do



