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fubfcriptions for the fupport of Mr. Paine in the profecution,
and they corfidered-themielves as fupporting the rights of the na-
tion, in publithing his works, becaufe the works were calcula-
ted to produce thofe effects; withcut which the nation, accord-
ing to their opinion, could notexift in a ftate of freedom as a
nation ; and this bzcoming more vifible that they wanted to raile
the democratic part of the country, many of their memberscan-
not ftzy among them, and they do not in the lealt attempt toex-
plain their mezning: they {ay not, you are miftaken 1n our pro-
ject; no; but they leave the fociety with the remaining mem-
bers, to execute the purpofe which they are engaged in. Having
come to thefe refolutions, in order to fupport Mr. Paine m this
proiecution, they publifh thefe refolutions in various newlpapers,
the editors of thefe newfpapers infuring themfelves againft the
hazards of the law, fome for more, and fome for lefs. And then
thele publications are fent into the country, in various places, in
hundreds ard thoufands, to perfons to diftribute to perfonsof all
- proteflions, tothe utter defeat of the impoilibility effectually to-
refirain the milchief, for the very purpofe of having that effect

of mzking the law of the country unequal to the mifchief which
1t was intended tomake.

Another flep was taken at the fame time, namely, a procla-
mation, which was iffued by the executive government of the
country, 1n order to reftrain thefe feditious publications. And-
1n both thefe {ocieties you will find them cloaking themfelves
under the words of a full, fair, and free reprefentation of the
people, which never co-exifls in any writings of their's, with the
mentioning of the King, or the other houfe of the Legiflature 3
they vilify that proclamation, and they make 1t the very” means
by which they {hall fpread the mifchief more rapidly than they
otherwiie could have dene.

On the 24th of May, 1792, there is aletter fent from Mr.
Hardy ; I believe it is not in his own hand-writing, but in the
hand-wnting of Mr. Vaughan j in which he ftates, that by the
direction of the London Correflponding Society, he had -the
Fozour of inclofing to them the couv of their Addrefs and Regu-
lations, which he requelted might bz communicated to the Con-
fututional Society.  The thaaks of the fociety was given them
tor this,

‘The London Correlponding Society followed the example of
the Conitirutional Socrety, in vilifying the proclamation in a
paper, which wasrezd, this paper having been communicated by
the London Correlponding Snciety, at 2 meeting held July 6,
1702 (See Fordan's Sccsnd Report of the Commens, page 83.)

Oi:l the 14th of June, 1792, a letter is received by them frofm
certain perfons, figning themfelves the Editoes of the Patr;?h
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{fee }'ardan’:s Second Repori of the Commans, page 87 to g1,) figned
by Mr. Gale.

'On the 6th of June, 1792, they refolve that twelve thoufand
of Mr. Paine’s Letters to Mr. Secretary Dundas be printed by

this fociety, forthe purpole of being tran{mitted to our corre-
{pondents throughout Great Britain, and that a committee be
appointed to direct the fame.

The Attorney General now pafled on to the 6th of Auguft,
1792, at which time there appeared to him to have been a moft
important tranfadtion pals in the London Correfponding Society ;
it 1s an Addrefs, which developestheir plan to bring about 2 Re-
form, without any communication with that parliament, which
they confidered as inadegnate to the work ; in which the letter.
and addref(s, -ftating what they conlider as the grievances in the
country, {tates, that luch being the forlorn fituation of three- -
fourths of the country, how are Britons to obain redrefs # will
the court, the miniftry, the parliament grant it? will the nobles
or clergy hear the people! No; experience telis us, and procla-

mations confirm it, they will not.—T herefore, Britons, friends,
and fellow-citizens, with one heart unite, claim what is your right.

This addrefs was circulated with infinite indultry to every cor-
refponding fociety in the kingzdom, conveyed through every pol-
fiblechannel, and thedodtrineadopted by all theafhliating focteties ;
and the plan on which they went upon trom the 6th of Augnit,
appears to be a plan to redrefs themlielves by their own power, to
redrefs themfelves by their own ftrength, and not by the par-
liament, | - ‘

He obferved, that it feemed to him it was impoilible to mif-
take what is meant bythefe papers. I beg youwill give your par-

ticular attention to a paper found on Mr. Hardy, dated Sept. 2,
1792, received from Stockport on the 17th.

C&py of a Letier from Stockport, 1o the Secretary of the London Cor- |
refponding Society, recerved Sept. 17, 1792.

Dzear Sig,

In obedience to the wifhes of the fociety here, I have the .
pleafure of acknowledging the honour of your letter, and the’
packet which the kindnels of our brothers of the London Cor-
refponding Society fo opportunely prefented us with.

It is doubly deferving our thanks, as it thews your kindnefs,
and as 1t will be ufefol in the information of our infant {oriety
we {tand much in need of your experience in this particular, and
we doubt not of your beft affiftance. We are furrounded by a
majority, a formidable one indeed, in power, abilities, and
numbers, but we are not dilmayed;

We
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the Correfponding-Soctety fay in their anfwer, tell us what yot”
mean by that objett, as they would have done if they had meant
to difavow that they had no fuch objett? 1f they do not, the an-
fwer 1s diftindtly this, that if it is to be accomplifhed in a full,
~ fair, and. free reprefentation of the people ; a full and fair repre-

{fentation was to be the method or immediate means that was
to effet what they were feeking after ; that was te be as the me-
diam to apfwer all their defigns.  Then follows the anfwer in a
letter figned by Margarat, dated the 1 1th of O&ober, 1o the Eriends
of Univerfal Peace aud of the Rights of Man-Seciely at Stockpart,

“ With infnite fatisfatlion the London Correfpmding—‘
Society Committee perufed your letter: they are happy to
lcarn your {leady determination, fpite of all obflacles, to-
pur{ue that fole means of pulitical felicity, a perfedt reprefenta.:
tion of the people. |

« With regard to our publications, our fentiments are
exprefled tn as flrong terms as prudence will permit, yet P]ag;;i _
enough we imagime to convince the public that while we expelt
every thing from an honelt and an anaual parliament, nothing.
fhort of fuch a [enate, cholen by the whole nation, will fatisfy -
us, ' |

 "T'rue generofity, the chara&eriflic of this nation, and of all.
unperverted men throughout the globe, catling upon us to coun-
tenance, at this juncture, the arduous ftruggle of the French

nation againf? defpatifm and ariffocracy, thofe foes to the human
race, we have relolved upon addrefling the French National Con-

vention. :

(This was on the 11th of O&ober 1792 ; and the King of
France was depofed on the 1oth of Auguit 1792, Thele tranf-
aftions appear peculiarly worthy notice.)

« Now, without entering into the probable effells of.
fuch a meafure, effe®s which your Soclety will not fail
to difcover, we invite you to jomn us; and to that end
herewith you have a copy of our intended addrefs; if you
approve the idea, and will concur in fending it, be picafed
to return us withoutr delay a copy, ligned by vour prefident
and fecretary, or by the delégates, ftating each.for how many
per{ons he figns, we wili then aflociate your body with ours, and
with fome others who have already allented to the meafure.  If,
on the contrary, you difapprove that mark of zeal fowards the -
only nation that has bitberts undertaken to reftare to mankind its jufs
rights, ‘plealc to communicate to us your objections. '

' , “ Sir,
« For the Committee of Delegates,
“ Yours, &c.. -
¢ M.M. Cn.”
Q Now,

=l
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Now, on the 6th of O&tober 1792, that Mr Barlow, whofe

ene occurs before with refpe@ to his publications, he writes a
letter and fends it to the London Correfponding-Society, together
with 2 book, called ¢ Advice to the National Convention of
France:” he writes afimilar letter to the Confhitutional-Society §
and you wili pl =afe to obferv e, that-he was {ent as one of the de-
Fﬂﬂtes of the Scciety to Paris. Mr. Barfow {ays in that letter,
I hame]alely pubhihed {mall treanife, addretled to the National
Convention of France, on the defes of the conftitution of 1791,
2nd of the amendments that ought to be applied.

‘He then obferved, that althou nh the contents of his treatife was
more pariicelarly appl ;caH e 1o the Fiench government, yet he
would becr leave 10 fiate what was the do@rine in-this book for -
which the Soclety for Cop"’t tutional Information (Mr. Hardy then
2 member of it} macde him their thanks : that dofirine amounts to
this, M. Baﬂow after ftating that thefe principles of equal a&ive
ciizenthip, which bad few 4 its wa av into the conftitution of
Frznce in 1"91, and which Bad left 2 Kimg as a part of the
{yilem of that governmen:, Werc not compa atibie § he informs
them that the glerious ucmr}' oi the 1oth of Avﬂ'u% had ac-
comphifhed finaily the en ect ef thofe principles w hich he under-
ffeed to be ﬂ“e]: rinciples of thele to whom ha, was wring,

adertin ng g that it was impoflible upon thefe principles, that a King

cou.d b2 reta r”“d i that f"’i..m of government ; becanle, ac-
coréingmn. h a {v{tem the conftitution was at variance with ltrelf
ivine that thole that had made the Revolution in 1791, had
Ld that defect 5 or on the other hand, if they had dil-
they thought 1He mement had not arrived when they
17e 1t 10 2 2 pure repr efentative government; and allo
nat the maxim of government, that a ng can do
N0 WrORg, Cughi t be, that a King can do no good 5 and uniil
firev exc uded cut of their f;ﬂcm of guvernment, a I\mg, they
weuld net be In any ration zl formm of governmenrt. This is the
centiemzn that is voted by the Confitutional Information, an

ember of the Society, and afterwards fent to Paris
¢ith the zddreifes T am now about toflate to you, of thofe ad-
dreiles [ 1;1:3-.3‘*11:. to you bvt two of them. 'Ihefe addrefles
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‘Cleties foF dd reiles from them {0 exprefs the fame principles to
France, not on account of the caule of France, but an account
ofthecoule of B

ng and, with a view of brmgmg the {ame effet
371G 3% 10 J‘ =1 OT I‘I';J.HCC

"F'he London Correiponding-Society firft of all communicated
to ihe Crmu.u.utlu al-dociety, 1n the month of Q&ober, their
10i2ntio

ion of {ending an addrefs to France; the Conflitutional-
Socw:y uily “pmro‘ed of the purpole, faw the end it aimed at,

and
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and they determined notto- concur in the fame addrefs, but to

{end-a feparate addrefs ; and in thefe papers you will fee the

principles that ‘were exprelfed to the Convention concerning the

King and government of the country, and for rearing a Re-
ublic.. |

* P The addrefs of the London Correlponding-Society is to this
effelt (See JORDAN’S Second Report of the Commons, p. 85).

This was followed by another from the Society for Conlfti-
tutional Information, which feems to ftate their principles more
clearly (Se¢ JorRDAN’s Second Report of the Commons, p. g1)..
‘They rejoice that the glorious viftory of the 1oth of Auguft, has
‘hnally prepared the way for a conftitution eltablifhed on the
bafis of reafon and nature. My, Barlow had {aid, and they
adopted their addrels in his language, that there was no con-
ftitution could be formed, on the balis of ltberty and nature,
on the principle of the Revolution of 1791, with a King at
their head: ' ' N

It will not be matter of {urprife to you that 2 letter {uch as
this to the National Convention of France, thould have produced.
opinions confonant thereto.

It 1s not very extraordinary that that infamious decree of
fraternization was made in France, whereby they rejelted pri--
vileged orders of all calts. But I think you will be furprifed:
that any man could receive fuch a letter as Mr. Barlow’s in this:
country, and read, in approbation, the anfiver of this addrefs
to France, and which was read in the prelence of the prifoner,:
without taking fome means to fhew that he rejected ali that
that anfwer meant to fay.

On the 218 of December 1792, or rather, I (hould fay, on
the 14th of December 1792, a letter 1s received by the Soclety *
for Conftitutional Information from the Society of Friends and
Equality, fittingat Laon, capital of the department de 1'Aifne,
wherein is exprelled, that when they acknowledge no rights,
but the Rights of Man, then France and Lingland fhall form.
together a treaty of unton as lafting as the courfe of the Seine
and the Thames, then there, as here, {hall exilt no other reign
but that of Liberty, Equality, and Friendlhip ; and conclude,
may this day rife on the honizon of the two nations.

Accordingly then, we hnd this Society of the Friends of
Liberty eftablifhed at Laon, as adverting to what had.been faid
in the addrels of the Cenftitutional-Society to the National Con-
vention on the 1oth of Augult: faying, “ Yes, allo, bre«
thren and friends, the 1oth of Auguft thall be dittinguithed
in the annals of the waorld, as the day of the trunoph of Li-
berty, &c¢.” On the 17th of December 1792, they received
another letter fromr a Society in Macou 1o the department of

Qe '; the
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the Szone and Loire, in which they are exhorted to live free or
die: they {ay, * Will that bold nation, that has produced
philofophers, remain a partial fpe&ator in the noble caufe. - You
will feon lift up yourlelf againtt the perfidious courtof dt, James’s g
vour love for 11‘061‘13 has fixed your attention on their afs.
The Popular Societies of Krance regard the epach- that fhall
rermit them to prepare their addrefies to the National Aflembly
of Grezt- Britamn, and to ofter to the foldiers of your nation,
arms, bavonets, and pikes.” Some perfons, conne@ed with
thele 1n this wdictment, were at the bar of the National Con-
vention of France; others of them delivering thefe fentiments.
n', their Eﬂb&ﬁﬁu{)?:, Mr. Barlow, whofe prmmplr:s vou have
teen, and MNr. Erolt, who has bﬂen convicted in this country,
coming from that, with the dofirine of, No King. They offered
this mdref}, to the Nationzl Conventicn of France, the fubftance
of which I wiil {tate to you ta terms which 1 believe 1s an ac-
curate tranilation.

Gentlemen, Mr. Barlow and Mr. Froft, two Englifh citizens,
being admitted to the bar, one of them pronmmced the addrefs
dated Nov. 28,. 1792, and obferve, it was after the Nattonal
Affembly had cromifed fraternal affitance to the {ubjects of any
country that found themfelves willing to call off all kingly go-
vernmment :  Lhey fay, ** We are 0 congratlate you on the
triumphs of Liberty. - Before the epoch “of the French Re-
voiution, this Society (that is, the Cenflitutional-Society in Lon-
don) employed 1tfelf too long with little hopes of {uccefs, judge

then of the tranfports of our gratitude, &c. innumerable fo-
cietigs- of the fame fort are forming themfelves, at this moment,
in every part of England ; the minds of all reccive, in this oc-
.currence, a general imprefiion, which leads them to find out the
abules of ﬂ'menment, and to feek the rcmedx , means as fitple

s the evils are infinite, &c. Reafon is about to make 2 rapid
oorefs, &¢.”” Am I to be told then, that 1n the month of
ov. 1792, thefe men meant no more than a reform in the
Commons Houie of Parliament, them that faid in Auguft

g2, the.) could not apply to Parliament ; 1t 1s impoflible, after
5, to put fuch 2 conftruction on their :1”[10115.

You will likewife find, that the Prefident of the Con-
vention theought it neceffary to give an anfwer ; the Pre-
fident,. addr....“n; themm as (euerous Republicans, and . well
he might ; ne concindes his addrefs 1n muclt the fame fen-
timent as thr} coscluded theirs ;-1 hoping the tune thortly to
commence, when the French fhmnd fend their cohgratulatlons
10 a2 National Aff; t:“D‘JI} cf England. .

You will fikewile Gnd, that the Lopdon Correfpondmg—SO—
ciztv, and the London Conflitutional-Society, endeavoured..te

. o excite
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excite perlons, -in all parts of England, to fend -addrefles, and
the intent of them cannot poflibly be ‘mifunderftood ; but take
the intent what you will, and fay there was. ‘as yet no war be=
tween England .and France, vyet it is manifeft, -there-'was an
intent that there fhould be a Natmonal Convention: in England,
and, elpecially, when they {ay, that the {oldiers of their Liberty
would affiit the foldiers of our Liberty, whether there was war
orno. Aund, in that month of November 1792, a palfage oc-
curs 1n:the hiftory of nations, in which France declares war
againft all the world that did not adopt her principles and ven=
ture tg put them in-execution. - R

I thall now, undoubtedly, infilt before you and the court,
that the act of any individuals of any fociety, and particularly
the aét of lending addrefies to a foreign country, and alfo that
the letters which perfons write, relative to the {ame- addrels,
are evidence againft each of them, whether written by the par-
ticular individual or no. SR
- You will allow me now to flate, that on the 2oth of Sep-
tember 1792, Mr. Froft,-who was then. at -Pars; flates his
notiops of the real effe@ of thefe tranfa&ions; abour which

time, alfo, Mr. Patne made his firlt appearance in the National
Convention. | *

]

He then obferved, thar there was a proje te buy fhoes forthe
foldiers of France, as well as arms and mulqnets ; with-which pro-
jet the prifoner at the bar was contributing 5 conceming which
M. Tooke gets aletter wrote to Petionthe mayor of Paris, inform-
ing hitn that they had made a prefent of {ome money for the ufe
of the French, and requelting to kunow the name of fome Freach~
man 1n London with whom it might be mtrufted.

This was an{wered by Petton on the gth of O&ober, whes he,
told them they could have no doubt of his: intention to fecond
views {o beneficial to England and France : that they had the glori-
ous diftin&tion of deferving the hatred of their government, con-
cluding with, worthy fellow-citizens, honoured by the fenti-
ments which you exprefs for us, receive the allurance of my
gratitude, your fellow-citizen, Petion,

It may be in the recollection of moft who now hear me, that
circumftances of this fort, which were "fuppoled to be in exift-
ence,- had.excited 1n this countrv a confiderable alarm in the
minds of many perfons, which alarm, it {eems to have been
thonght neceflary both in_the Conflitutional-Society, and alfo in
the Correfponding-Suciety, to be :laid alleep. They thought
it called-on. them td give fome explanation of their principles.
The explanation which the London Correfponding-Saciety gave,
- was, though it was given for the purpofe of laying afide that

alarn, yetr it will be proved to you, beihg written by Mr.

Vaughan ;
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Vavghan; 4nd at 2 meeting held it was agreed to be ftuck ug
about the town at midnight, by a perfon of the name of Carter,
but there was fome miftake In the orders given him by his em-
ployer, he went to ftick them up in the morning, and the perfon
was tzken up in the adt of fticking the bills : he was: profecuted,
cenvicied, and lay fix months 1n gaol in confequence of that
conviciion ; and this was the fate of ifluing an addrefs that was
not to appear by day-itght into the world, but by midnight. With
rz{pect 1o the addrels, I fay this, if I had not read alfeady to
vou what 1 have read, you would have found 1t impoflible to fay
what they mez2nt that publifhed 1t ; but after reading what [ -
have read to vou, vou can have no difficulty in {aying, that the
papar that thev pubitfhed, was by no means fuch as was calcu-{
Jated i 2nv manner to difavow thofe principles which 1 have thewn
vou 1autstactorily were their avowed principles ever fince March

752 1 thevexprelsin the language of it, as if it was fuppofed they
ticd the words, no King, no parhiament, Whoever fays they
b:ave afcribed to us the expreflions, ro King, no parliament, or
any dzfign of 1mvading the property of other men, 1s guilty of an
1mpudent and maziicious fzlfehood.  Then this letter concludes
tats, let us wait and watch the enfuing lefiion of parliament,
from whom we have much to hope, but little to fear, The
Houfe of Commons may have been the feurce of our calamities ;
1t may be the foundation of our happinefs ; fheuid it not, we truft
we fhad prov: ourfelves wmworthy of vur forcfatters. Now, Iafk
vou, after concluding this letter thus, what this means? If
p:;rlfament wiil not do 1t, why, if we. are ready to admit that
parlizment 15 formed on principles to da the thing it wills, it is
zil well 5 butif it will not, we will not prove purlclves unworthy‘
of our forefathers. '

In referning back to the declaration of the 6th of Auguft,
1792, which {zid, that they ha nothing to look for from par-
lramert, 1t correborates the language that they ufed to the Na-
tional” Conventicn ¢f France, the condu&@ which in their dele-

ates WIS pever repudiitzd by any 2 in the London Corre-
fponding-dotiety.

In referring mo-ceover to the fubfequent evidence that I have to
ofer to yuu, you will find that the fentiment expreffed by this’

al

e

Society In Augnit 1792, was a fentiment which, if followed up
by thoie that acknowledge to hoid it, to thiseffe@, that if par-
lizment did not give them this redrefs, they would have it by
ther ewn force. ' -
Tevm vradpoasr & = Te13¢7 I 3

With tefpect to the Conflitutional-Saciety, the profeed obje&t
of this ECI‘EL};IEQS been to promote the welfare of the people by
all conititutiondl means, {but will it make the means more con-
ﬁi‘tuuoml‘tnanﬁtne}?‘ really are, becaufe they choofe to call therh’
fojand 10 expole the abufes which have imperceptibly crept into
1 the
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thi: government, by all peaceable means :. but you: will find from.
the proceedings of April 1794, that if they could not do it by.

L

peaceable means; they meant to do it'by force, ™ - -

" About the fame time there was an addrefs from Manchefter, dated,

Dec: 14, 1792, which appears to have been read in the Confti-

tutional-Suciety in the prefence of the prifoner, and which addrefs.
has fome very peculiar circumftances about it for you will find:

that there was a refolution on the 14th of December in thefe
words; Reflolved, that the {aid addrefs be publithed in the newi-
papers. Now,.itappears that thefe words are in the hand-writing

of Mr. Tooke,.and the addrels itfelf in the hand-writing of Mr.

‘Tooke ; and this addrefs appears afterwards to be in print—1t is
fent for publication, and with a view to fhew what the diftribu-
tion of libels has extended to, 1n producing the treafonable pur-
pofles in this country : we find that there was ordered 100,000
copier to be diftributed in Great-Britain and [reland.

On‘the 21ft of December, the report was, that the Secretary
had offered the addrefs that was fent from Manchefter, and ordered
to-be fent to the offices of the Morning-Chronicle and Morning-
Poft ; and that they had refufed to print them.

Now, in this addrefs, which bears-date the 14th of December-

17g2, and which was read in this meeting ; and recolleting what

1 have ftated, of the principles of thofle who were concerned in .

this tranfaétion, as this principle had been manifefted 1n all their
other tranfactions which I have ftated, you will find there 15 thefe
paflages, ¢ that they bear with patience the hourly calumnies to
which they are expofed. They entertain no perfonal enmity, no
aver{ion but to the enemies of the people, no difrelpeft to the
conftitution, but what is hoftile to the rights of the people.”
But, this is more diftinétly ftated in a letter to the editor of the

Patriot, a Sheffield newlpaper, which was likewife read, and:

entered among the minutes of this Society 3 and which 1t will
appear were concerted and affiliated with the London Corre-

fponding-Society, and alfo with the Conflitutional-Society in the ..
propagation of the principle of their clubs in an extent that no

language can do juftice to, and which 1t 1s impoflible to'delcribe -
without reading the letters themiclves.. (Sec JORDAN’s Second .

R}:part of the Cummans, p. 37.)

Mr. Attorney-Genéral wentonto obferve, I havenow gonethrough .

as well as'1 am able, and I hope [ufficient to give you a clew to

the cafe that I have to ftate, m refpeét to the prnciples and prac- .

tice of thefe Societies with all their filiations, and ought to men-
tion to you that you will find in the evidence thar is to be laid

before you moft uncommon indultry in picking up frefh connec- -

tions. If a paper appeared in the country, ftating, that 2 Soclety

of any fort were formed, you will find amazing induftry in conw -
" pelling-,

r

-
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ncﬁmﬂ and afGliating them with the London Cnrrcfpondmg
and Conftitutional roxetles; if thefe Societies profefs that they
will have nathing but 2 government’of themfelves, they contrive
to give them an anfwer agreeabhr, if they defire to keep "‘mo-
narch},wr-:ther upon Mr. Pitt’s plan, or the Duke of Richmond’s
piam, Or to cutup monarchv by the roots : they anfwer them {uf-
ficient to enlift them 2ll in their tranfadions, to” combine the
prncples which they ftate, with the praltice which was corre-
fondent with thofe pflﬂCIPlEb ; toapply thofe pra&:ces, whlch
were like the principles of thefe Societies in March 1791, and,
the fzme that Mr. Paine and Mr. Barlow had inculcated, and to
do which the prefent government muft be changed in order that_
the limited nmnarch}, may be daitroyed ; under which 1 ftate i n
defance of the werld, we enjoy as (olid bleflings that a penp]e
ever did enjoy, ever {ince the prm'Idence of God made a pegple.
They never did enjoy fuch a quﬂutitv of private happinefs and
private profpengy, public haso neis and pubnc pmfpenty, as we .
hz?e enjoved. What has been done to accomphih the deltruction.
of w hh.h you fhall judge from what now will be ftated to you :
Afier the 1oth of Augult 1792, the next thing that was to be
done was, by going on ﬁrcnﬂthpn'ng themfelves by affiliation j°
aﬁdmuﬁqutﬁe haveconne&ionsat Norwich, Shcefheld, Leeds, &c.
znd 1f you belteve them their numbers were very great. The next
{tep was not with a view that it might be accomplithed, but for the
purpofe of attracting more afh hatmg Sucieties that they began
now to think in the year 1793, of making applications to par-
Jlament 5 and in the courfe of that year, while they are f{)
mzking anph::::.um vou will find they Dpenly difcufs the ufe of
{o doing; they take the opinion of the Societies in the country, |
with r‘.fp-ﬂE‘ to three diltinct propoiitions, namely, whether they .
fhali addrefs the King, the parliament, or calla Convention.
In September 1762, the SluLLport Society told the London,,
Conftitutional Society, that there was no hOpes of doing any
thing but by a Conventien; they begin to think of this thing,
czl'ed a Convention, in the year 1793, and they propofc three -
pfogmmms . Are we to make an application to Parliament ?
Are we to make an application to the King (that is, to make
on anp]h.at‘un that he would be gracioufly plealed, accordmg
to the oath that he rakes at his coronation, to give his confent
to defiroy the Conflitution, and bimfelf as a part of it)7  Or,
zre we to have 2 Convention?  You will find, when the whole
of the evidence is laid before you, that there # a valt deal faid.
about the matter of this Convention and applying to Parlia-
ment ; the application to the King was given up, becaufe it
Was tnuught futle; but they come finally to this determmauon,
that things are noet yet ripe, but that the apphcatlon may beone.
INEANS of ripening that that is not quite mature.

Then
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~ 'Then they fet about procuring petitions,; which they. folicit
from all parts of the-kingdom, telling thofe whom they atk at

the fame time, that it is all wafte paper, and they do'not mean
it thould have any effe®. They fend a petition to Parliament,
which, for the good of themfelves and pofterity, I thaok God,
Parliament did not attend to; I mean fo as to make 2 change in
the government, on the principles of univerfal. fuffrage and
annual repreflentation, which would neceflarily have deftroyed
~ the "exiltence of that government to which it was prefented ;

but they judge it will occafion a great debate, and if the public
mind was fot ripe for the Convention, in 1793, yet thefe
proceedings and tranfactions had 2 natural and cbvious tendency
to bring to maturity the project not yet ripe.

You will find therefore, that both the London Correfponding
Society and the Society for Conflitutional Information, kept this
{ubjett in view. | |

A letter from the Norwich Society, on the sth of March
1793, to the Society for Contltitutional Information, and whom
you will fee had correfponded alfo with the London Corref-

ponding-Society, on the fubjelt -of the faid propuﬁtiun,‘ {lates
itielf thus:

 United Paolitical Secieties of Narwich, 5th March 1793
«“ (GENTLEMEN,

t Tt is with peculiar fatisfaltion we are favoured with your
correfpondence, ‘not merely becaufe you are fo, although you are
better fitted to diffufe knowledge, but becaule you are embarked
in the fame magnanmimous caufe, which demands with alacnty
the attention of every individual, and 1t is with the utmoft
regret we fee fo many, either from ignorance or fomething
worle, who are inimical to their own interefl ; for nothing con-
tributes fo much to fuppoit the oppreflor as the ignorance of
the opprefled, for which purpofe the flood-gates have begen -
opened gradually, till by degrees the f{treams of corruption
have nearly overflowed the land, fuch as bounty acls, borrow-
ing qualification and feptennial alls, L:lides ftanding armues,
excife and tything laws, with various others too pamful fot
refle@ion, without credit to the framers thereof, and with ad-
vantage to fociety. We do not preflume to recapitulate thefe
abufes for your information, but, being too experimentally ac-
quainted with them, we wifh to find out a method of redrefs.
At prefent we fee a great propriely in wniverfal fuffrage arnd annual
elef?tans, but we beg you will be obliging enough to inform us
of what you have colle€ted of the fenle of the people by your
correfpondents.  'We have to inform you, that our worthy Cor-
refpanding Sicieties of London have recently fuomitted three pro-

P pofrtions
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;ﬁfﬁm ﬁr gaur tmvefligation : Fz'_rj?, Whether &pm:z'xari 42 Purkia-

fnent, or an addrefs to the King, or a Convention.”

{And when it mentions the word Convention, after what paft
in 1792, when the London Correfponding-Society declared that
they did not expet any redrefs from Parliament, .1t feems to me
to be marvellous, that in March 1793, they were to havea Con-
vention to go to Parliament, which on their own principles was
not compztent to give it if they had a mind to take 1t from. them).

« Permit us briefly to ftate our views far your revifal ; and with
relpect to the firt, we behold, we are a conguered pesple ,iwe-have

- tamely fubmitted to the galling yoke, and refiftance in the pre-~
fent circumftances is vain; we cannot, we cannot -aét the man,
and, as neceflity has no law, we think ourfelves under that de-

grading neceffily & flate sur grievances to the Houfe of CGommons,
cwitha requefl for redrefs, and fheuld they refufe to grant our reafon-
ahle petition, we have flill got (no thanks to them) a formudable
enzinz, tiat will convey the infult 10 the remotefl parts of the king-
dsm. As to the propriety of the {econd, we wifh to fubmit.to
vour fuperiour judgment, and fhould efteem it 2 favour to be
informed of the refult, for at prefent we are dubions of its good
eznfequences.  Laftly, 2 Convention, and oh! tfat the perisd were
crrized; but, in the prefent flate of affairs, alas!. it isamprac-
ticable! et fhis 15 the ozjelt we purfue, and elteem any other. means
only in fubsrdinction is, and cs baving a tendency to accomplifh that
defiraiie end, , -

«« \We wifh to be inunifen with our brethren and: fellow-
1zbourers, and thould be glad of any information as foon as.itis
convenient, and we beg vour advice, whether it is neceflary, as
{oon zs pefhible, to coflel? fignatures 19 a petition for a real repre-
Sfzniatisn of the peapley, and by whom to prefent it; whethér Mr.
Coke, Mr. Burch, or any of the friends of the people; and
whetner 1t 1s attended with any expence.~Our members are bath
inimical £5 fhe oufefs. | - -

“ We can give you an accurate {tatement of the reprefentation
mn our neighbourhood, only obferve 1t is equally farcical here as
eliewhere. Lo concinde with united thanks for all favours
received, wilhing you [fsrn ¢ff) and fuccefs, and”may-heaven

vert (#irn gff Jo \We fubfcribe ourfelves, gentlemen, your

- Obliged humble fervant, .
(Signed)  J. BroucGHTON.

Note. Pleafe todiret to J. Broughton, St. Mary’s Church,
.. Dvir. Blake being no longer our fecretary.—We bave between thirty

~erd foriy feparate faticties tn Norwich, befides many in the. country
. t‘fﬂ:‘l’gﬁ.” T S

You
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You will obferve this letter of the 5th of March 1793, having
becn received.from Norwich ;- Mr.- Froft;"wha had. then. Jately
come from France, and.was about: that time conviéed for the
doftrmenol.:No King; which, 1. this-country;. it is not yet quite
lawfulitpfay,; Mr. Eroft was-ordered to draw up and prepare to
this letteranan{wer.. .:However, it.got into nobler-hands, it was
fettled by Councily and-the {ubftance I will now read to you. Itis
dated-on the 16th of April 1793 ;.1t1sa letter from the fecretary.of
~ the:Societyi for: Conftitutional Information, with information. ta

the Societies at"Norwich, "Lhey fay therein, ¢ that the Con-
ftitution, of.: England . has .no more of that charater- it once
poffefled ; that the fuppofed democracy of the country has become
a:matter of property and privilege ; and,.that we have no longer
that mixt government, which our adverfaries are praifing, when
they know it 1s no longer in our pofleflion, are faéts notorious
and indifputable. Where then are we to look for the remedy
(Moft furely thofe that would not look in Augult 1792, will not
look to it in Apul 1793} to that Parliament of which we
complain, to the Executive Power which'is implicitly obeyed, if
not anticipated, in that Parliament ; or to ourfelves (who.are. our-
felves, but thefe affiliated Societics) reprefented in fome meeting
- of . delegates for the extenfive purpofe of reform, which we fup-
pofe you underfland by the word Convention. Then the
Norwich Society writes to the Conftitutional Society, and it pro- .
pofes a Convention, as the only means-of doing: this bufinefs ; and
the Conftitutional-Society ftates, that it is only to be done inacon~
vention of them{elves, reprefented in forne meeting of delegates, for
' the extenfive purpole of reform, and not by applying to Parlianment.
Now this pailage ftates exprelsly, that the veafun why they
were to have a Convention was becaufe they were not to apply
to Parhament. But I cannot impute to men :of underftanding
{uch an abfurdity. as to believe, that they meant to form a Con-
vention, merely to {uppofe it was to carry a petition to Parliament,
for the fake of a reform only in the Houle of Commons. No,
they fay, * It is the end of each of thefe propofitions that
we onght to look to; and as {uccefs in a good caule mnit be the
effedt of perfeverance,” and the rifing realon of the time, let us
determine with coolnels, but let us perfevere with decifion; as to
a Convention, we regard it as a plan the moft defirable and muolt
practicable, {o foon as the great body. of the people thall be
courageous and virtuous enobugh to join us in the attempt.”” (You
will fee whether I give it the proper emphalis.) -.
Give me leave to carry back your atiention to the 25th of
January- 1793. | . ~ *
This fociety, that had the correfpondence with France in
November 1792, and in February 1793, jult immediately after
the decree of fraternization, whereby the National Convention .

P2 ' refolved
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refolved to affift any people who wanted - to get ‘i1d of théir go-
vernments, and which-was held as the canfe of war ini this'country,
you will find at that period-that Citizeén St. Andre;"a*meihbér of
the National Convention in Krance, that had depofed theit King,
that could not exift on a govérnment formed un the righits 6f man’;
he was admitted into the Suciety for Conftitutional Informadtion;'as
an honorary member, together with Citizens Batteré'and Rolard,
being confidered by them as fome of the moft judicious aritl enlighit-
ened friendsof human liberty, and refclve (I particularly reqtieft
your attention to this) that the {peeches of Cinizen St. Andte'and
Citizen Barrere, aflociated honorary members of-this: Soeiety, as
given 1n the Gazette National ou Moniteur Univetfelle of Paris,
on the jth, 6th, and 75th of January, be inferted in the" buoks
of this Society. And as far as this Society could cffed it, -they
endezvoured alfo to have a publication” of it in the newfpdpers's
and 1t will be proved to you; that one of the perfons-named in
the indictment undertook to get the fpeech, and to enter thein
-in the books of the fociety ; and I fhall prove fo vou what thefe
dpeeches were, and then 1if you will be fo good as to atk’ your-
{elves what the “Conftitutional Society meant in' Jarnuary and
February 1793, you will judge whether that Convention which
they meant to call was to' be the means of applying o Parlid-
ment, or to be the means of ntroducing a reprefentative govérii-
“ment 1n this country; to afflume, and which you' find did -forthe
time affume all the powers of government, the people'delégéﬁﬁg
thele legiflative powers-only {o-long as it chole to delépaté it;
2 -body politic in itlelf poflefling 'an eternal fource of ‘reforin
-and revolutions, - SR
With refpe€t to St. Andre, the paffagés 1 fhall obferve to
vou are thefe, {peaking to the Convention, he fays, your right to
decide the fate of kings arifes from your being a revolutiohary
tribunal, created by the nation in a flate of infurre&ion. " "
Speaking of the people of Paris, thisis on a queftion whether
the perion of the King be inviolable ; a2 maxim perfectly con-
{itent with the civil hiberty of the people, becaule th"olighf' the
King’s perfon is inviolable, he has advifers who are vidliblelin
every act he does, at whofe peril 1t is done; he fays,” - #1201
“ "The people of Paris, by making an holy infurréflion‘againft
the King on the 10th of Auguft (which in Mr. Froft’s’ letter ‘to
Mr. Tooke was abfolutely neceffary to be'dore) deprived hiim
-of his charaller of inviolability. The peoplée of the- other
departments applauded this infurre@ion, and adopted ‘the con-
fequerice of it.  The peeple have therefore formally intérpofed
to defiroy this royal inwichability. - The tacit-confent 'of the
people rendered the perfon of the King inviolable. The a&t o
- infurrection was a-tacit repeal of that confént, andiwas forinded
- on the fame grounds of law as the confent itfelf.—=The King’s
) Perloq
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perfon;is doviolable only with relatian to. the other branches of

the:legiflature, but mot witki relation, to the people,”” S
bee N ow,-gentlemen, 1 afk you, what do. thefe gentlemen, (who
ordes this; fpeech. to -be, qulhi[h'qd;gtha,tt the King’s perfon .is i1
viglable only with relation.to 'thﬁrf?t,h?l:.brapshes,i;%the legiflature,
Buknot w ith. relation, to_the: people). when they. were talking to
~the.iCopvention mean?. I. gm,. forry to . fay, that my mind_js
drawn. 10:the . conclufion, that they thought the King’s perfon
was an;;iglﬁiq]ﬂblﬁ with .refpeé} to the QQ“_V‘?mi ople

relpeét—A- legiflature 1s.only a fpzcies of fupe
tracy, 2 moderator of the powers of governmen

-
=

rintending Ma ail-
‘ t—A Cu_nv_ep_tion
js1al'pe:_rfe&1ljepre{'¢n_ta_tim;. of the Sovereign.f—:rhe; members of
.ghg;LegiﬂativefAfTemby acted in Augh_f_t_uP_oq:ghq{":e__pgingip]es,._
1n: {ummoning the.Convention, they declare, that they faw, but
one meafure which could fave France ; namely,. to haye recourfe

to-the {upreme. will of the pepp]g,',a_nd,:to,lqv1gczth§:.peoél¢;.i§o
qu&:r@ifg}im:ngli_atcly that unalienable right of fovereignty .which

the, Conflitution had ackndtvledgeﬂ , and. which.it -couyl d. not
fubje& to any reftriCtion. The public intereft required. that.the
:peaple thould, manifeft their will by .the cleftion of a National

-onyention, rep s nvelled: by -the people
_Witj_],;;nlimiteipowex;s.——The,people did manifeft their will by

theseledtion.of :thgt_,C(mvention.--The Convention bemng affem.
bled, is ntfelf that fovereign will which ought . to. pr ]
would: be contrary to every principle to fuppale that the C
ton is not alone exclufively, the expreflion of the géneral will
. % The powers.of -the. Convention: mu, from the ve
of the Aflerably, be unlimited with refped 1o every meafury
-general fafety, fuch as the execution 5ft 4 Yyrant.—It.is no longer
a.Convention if, it has hot-power to judge.the King." ... "7
R A‘,Qoq;ﬁ{;p;iqn is. a conflituent body, 7. .. a budy that is to
-Make'a, Lonftitution for the people.-—-A.legiﬂatqretnlak.es laws
under an effablithed Conflitution, ang In conformy; yioit. " It s

rdefpotify when in, the ordinary and Permanent ‘eftablithment of

prevail.—It

- adldte there. is no- feparation of powers ;

-- P . -..', ll.' .l f - . s . Wl i . '

Iy.—It'is the VEry nature of a Natiopa] Conyeption

-{mporary jmage of the Nation, to. ynite 1 itlelf: ali the po

of the Statg,., to employ . them -againft the enemijes. of Liber
{ - ] . plt T ! - -n L A

~_..qndj,_to.q:_t‘h:1bpt§ thein 1n 2 new, focial ‘compa@ talled a, Can-

. A Palnl NN SAETR MR MR AP B PRSI B S Tard
~uAten ] have flated. thiar to ¥90,. 1 thipk I canpot. poflibly. be
P 2 3ii w5 '~‘.'_,*£ i, 53‘.-‘;:--_-1,_-' u";::ﬁﬂl!ﬂ“kﬁl
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miftaken when T concéive that you cén do no otherwife than put
the fame conftru&tion on this letter which 1 do. '
Gentlemen, 1 will now take the liberty of calling your atten-
tion to 2 lettér of the 17th of May 1793, and an anfwef the
a5th of Nlav 1703, pafing over a great many letters, the fubs
ﬁance of which you may’ inform yotrfelves of by havlng them
vead. I wwill now call your attention, in order of time, to a
Tetier of the 17th of May 1793, for it begins a correfpondence
moft exceflively material, with that part of the country in which
2 Convention has been already held, I mean in Scotland, a Con-
remim, which § think 1 f{hall {tate to you, that for the time
afied on the principles that form the fpeech of St. Andre,"and
hich if it had not bem ffopped in the execution of its purpofe,-
and had been joined by thole whofe acts are here before you
this day, you might have now feen a very different ftate of things
10 iNs Coumntry to which now is the cafe.
I hold 1t as my op! inion, in the office which I fill, that if I
u“dﬂ-rﬂbnd the cafe for which certain perfons were tried for the
23s which they did in Scotland, not as for high-treafon, but if
they had been tried for high- tnzron, there would have been no
I}gflt to C{mpl 10, 1t thbv had agitated that queltion in that
{hape before a _;vr} of the cmmtry
On the 17th of May, 'a Mr. Urthart going from Lonﬂon
to Edmburgh, Mr. Ha.rdy, and the perfon named Margarot
1‘; ey write a joint letier, tnforming thofe to whom they write,
at Parliament had, zs they e\pcﬁed it would, and as they
meam 1t fhould, reject their petitton ; the letter 1s dated

Londin, May 17, 17§é.

44 QI'R,

“ The London Correfponding-Society eagerly feize the oppor-
tunity of Ar. Urquahart's going back to Edinburgh, to requeft
of your fociety a renewal of correfpondence, and a more inti-
mate co-operation in that which both fecieties alike feek, viz. a
Reform in the Pasliamentary Reprefentation. We are very
fenfible that no {ociety can by itfelf bring about that defirable
“end ; let us therefore umite as much as pollible, nof only with cach
a?l:‘r, but with cuzry stber focicly throughsui the nation.  Qur
petitions, you will have learned, have been all of them unfuc-
cefstul ; our attention mufl niw therefore be turred io fome more
‘eieitual means.— From yaur fociety we would willmgly learn them,
and jou, en yiur part, may depend upm our adspring the firmief}
mealvres, provided t‘l“v are conftituntional (:md by conftitutional

they meant at a Convention dittiné from a & Parliament) § dnd we
“hoge the country *n 111 not be behind:-hand with us. R
Tkis war has alreddy opened the eye$ of many, and fhouid it
* - coptinue
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cohtinue much longer, there .is no anfwering: for its efedls on
the - mind of the people. R oo SEARERS

Gyt g o 1;'-1._. ! AT Pl

+i# Qur foctety 'has met with much per{ecution, neverthelefs we
go pn.ncreahing in number- and political knowledge. - - Witbiog
yowand our caufe: all fuccefs, we remain molt cordially; Sir, .

S ,'  For'the London ‘Corréfpo_n,dipngé'ciety,~'
oo “Your Eriends and Fellow-Labourers,

| 6 M. M. Chairman.
“ T. Haroy, Secretary,

-

-

“ To'the Friends of the Pesple
| at Edinburgh.”” . |

- Then Mr. Skirving, in anfwer, writes thus:

¢ Mr. Urquahart did me the pleafure to call on ‘Thurlday
afternoon, and delivered your letter of the 17th current. 'l am
much plealed with the contents of it, ‘and fhall Jay it” before
the. firlt meeting of our Societies here, which hotvever dées ot
take place till Monday fevennight, 1 would have acknowleged
the receipt of your favour by yelterday’s polt, butwas too-muich
employed In removing our houlehold to anather lodging to anend
to any thing elle. - g

« If ‘either you in England or we in Scotland thould ‘aitém-pt

€

Jeparately the Reform which we, I truft, feck to obitain, ‘we
fhould by fo doing only expofe our wdaknefs, and’ manifeft ‘our
igriorance of the corruption which oppofes aur important ander-
taking. If we fought only the extirpation of one fet of in-
terefted men from the management of national affairs, that
place might be given to another fet wff{quft qﬁgﬁfg@fﬁ&ﬂﬁﬂ@
of the [yflem aduerfe to Reform. Thele might be ealily accom-
plithed 5 but to. cut up deep and wide-rooted prejpdices, to give
efteCtual energy to.the dictates of truth 1n favour of public virtue
and national profpenty, in oppohition to felf and all 1ts interelted
habits, and te withftand and overawe the final efforts of the
powers of darknefs, is the work of the whole and not of 3
part, a work to_which mankind, 6l this awful perisd, Wwere
never adequete, becawfe pever till newy difpofed to fraternize, nst
merely, or.only, [ truft, from the fenfe of the common danger to which
we are expefed, but from the capobling principle of unrverfal &q,k—
volence, L T

“ 1.know no greater fervice that I can do to my country than
to' promote the umon,you [o avilely defire; and I am happy to
affure you that I have hitherto difcovered,-no {entiment 1n oyr
alfuciation -adverfe to the.molt intimate and brotherly union;with
-the aflogiations in England. - IR

“ I think
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« 1 think the minds of all muft, in the nature of things, be
17w turned &5 more effeitual means of Reform. Not one perfon
was convinced - f the neceflity of it by the moft convincing ar-
guments of reafon, together with the moft unequivocal expref-
{ions of univerfal defire. What then is to be hoped for from
repetition; | am only afraid that the bow in England againft
Reform was {o contralted that in refurning it may break. You
would willingly learn; you fay from us. I own that we ought
to be forward in this. We have, at once, 7 great wifdem per-
feiied sur plan of srganization ; and if we were i the fame inde-
pendent flate of mmid as the pesple of England, we would be able
to 1zxe the lead. The affociations with you are no more, I
fear—excule mv freedom—than an Ariftocracy for the good of
the people. They are Indeed moderate, firm, and virtuous,
and betier cannct be; but we are the people themfielves, and
we zre the firlt to fhew that the people can both judge dnd
refolve, 1t unamedted by fattion, with both wildom and mo-.
deration.

““ 1 have not a higher wifh in the prefent exertions for Res
form, than ¢ fee the pecple univerfally and regularly affsciated,
becaufe | am periuaded that the prefent difaltrous engagements
will 1ffue 1n ruin—({1 muft here beg your attention to this, be-
caufe | think vou wiil {ee that in the tran{a&tions in the Conven-
ton at Edinburgh, they looked to what they were to do in cafe
of an invafion, as weil as in every other)—and the peuple then .
muf? provide for weemfelves; and it would be unbappy, when we -
fBzu:dd be ready £ afl with unanimity to be occupred about organia
zaiion, wifsul which pcwever anarchy muft enfue. We will not
nzed but to be prepared for the event, to *¢ ftand and fee the
aivation of the Lord.”  Let us therefore take the hint given'us
by our oppclers; let us begin in earneft to make up cur minds
relative ts the extent of Reform which we cught to feek; be prepared
to juftify 1t, and to controvert shjeffions; let us model the whole
in tre public mind; let us provide every flake and ftay of 1he fa-
berrzcle wivich we winld erefi, Jo itat when the tabernacles of. appr{}f—
feoiz ih: 1he palaces of ambition are broken dewn under the madnefs
and {folly of their {upporters, we may then, without anarchy and
all-dangercus delav, eref af suce our tabernacle of rightesufuefs.
Ard may the Lord himfelf be in it. S

“ How hurtiul to the feelings of a refleCting mind to look back
to the wretched ftate in which the Roman monarchy, enfeebled
and bresen by its own corruption, left the nations which it had
fubjeéied, like ¢ fheeep without a fhepherd ;> they foon became
a prey to every invader, becaufe there was none to gather and
untte them. Had they, forefeeing the evil, affoclated for mu-
tual deience, no robber would have bgen able to enflave them

o - they
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they: would have given laws to all-parties ds'well as to themf{elves
allffeparare'colohies‘and nations would-have '{ought their alli-
ance 3 but not having virtue to aflociate, and heal the divifions,
and root out the felhfh fpirit, which ambition foftering govern-
ments_procure to their {ubjeéls, they fell under oppreffions, trom
under whole.iron fceptre they have never yet been able to deliver
themfelves. - - L -

“ We may. {uppofe an event which we deprecate ; nay, thould"
we not be-prepared for every polflible iffue of the prefént unpre~ .
cedented divifions’of mankind, we have a right to be apprehen-
{ive of the abilities of our own managers, who are fo atraid to
depart from precedent, that, like men of detail, they may be in-
adequate to the tafk of preferving the veflel from fhipwreck, now
grappling with danger,  not only great, but new and uncommon.
1 the prefent miniftry fail,; who after them fhall be trufled ¢ it
requires little penctration to fee the anarchy and difcord which
will follow ; it will be {uch that nothing fbort of a general union -
among the people themfetves will be able to beal ;, hafle; therefare, to
aflociate, -at lealt to be ready to aflociate, - 1f then fuch a broken
ftate of things fhould take place, the civil broils that would ne-
ceffarily enlue would foon {ublide before the united irreliftible
voice of the whole.. - Do not, I intreat you, hefitate, thinking
fuch @ work premature as yet ; {Gentlemen, this is written in May
1793) buta menth, and then 1t may be foo Jare. A malignant
party-may be already fotmed, and only waiting for the halting of
the prefent managers ; it wili then be 100 late to feek to {ubject
to deliberation, atter a party has dared the a& of rebellion. . If
you gony farther.than feparate meetings in different towns, we will
not be._.able to covfide in your confraternity, becaufe, while in fuch
Jlate,-you -may be but the tools of a faion. We could. have-all
confidence, and unitewith all affeétion, 1n one fﬂérzzb@ of commif-
Simers, from all countries of the world, {this letrer being written -
in the beginning of the war, and then it {ays, we conld have ail
confidence, and unite with all affeétion in one affembly of com- *
miflioners, from all countries of the world,) if we knew they
were chofen by the unbiaffed voice of the -people, becaufe they
wouldicome up with the fame difinterefted views and defires as
ourfelves, having all agreed to a common center of union and in- -
tereft ; but -we could not confide in fellow citizens who kept alooi
from fuch-unirn, and would not previoufly afhiliate 1n one great -
and indivifible family. - |

‘“In troubling you with fo long an epiftle I have at lealt thewn -
my-inclination ‘to correfpond. ‘I.-have allo hinted at things -
which'appear-to me the prefent fubjeéts of conlideration, becayle
I ami defirous-of your opinion-upon them. [ have poflibly wrote -
with'too much freedom, but you will place it to account of zeal

Q in
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in the cacfe, and on this feere difcharge my defign, whichis dif-
interefted and philanthropic. - ’ - *
\With fincere efteern and affeCtion,

I am, Su,
Your well-wifher, ,
W. SRIRWVING, Sed.

-

coety, and the an{wer of the London Corre-
co them 18 1n thele terms |
T, 1oth June, 1793.
Ir is with fincular fad'sfe@ion the committee of the Loudon
Carrelp:Zing Soclets received vour letter ; they are very glad
to {ce the tpiit of recdom {pricging up in Birminghaim, and
th=y ma:2 no doubt but that the zzal of your {ociety, and the
increzfe -1 vour number:, wil foon draway the thigma throwr
rawn by the unj:#ifable behaviour of a Church and King
mob. Ve zre entirely f your oninion with regard to the ne-
ceffity of @ general znisn; and we believe, as you do, that when
cice the country fball bave fo united, the Neroes of the day will be
Jeresd to yreld £3 q0e juji demiaid of @ long and [ire appreffed peaple.
Witi: niezfure we accept your protfered correfpondence, and
earaeftlv iug of vou to let us hear from your Society by every
opportr: v, We wifh likewife you would point out to us _fome
Jaje muzde of rouveyance for fuch informations and publications ds
.wemay think neceflury to be tranfmitted to you. The polt we no
vaysrely on, asmany of our letters have already beert intercep-
ted.
If any of the members of your fociety thould have occafivn to
- +1fit this metropolis, we hope you will not lethtm come without
z letter from vou, and rhat while they ftay here they will fre-
quantly aff/t a2 ibe mzetings of our {everal divifions, and by ‘thus
officiating commsnce an wnisn which we hape foon fo fee fpread iifelf
all zvzr Britam.
We will not onter into a detail of our grievances ; we- aré
equally well informed thereon, and all alike thoroughly céavin-
~ ced that nothing fhort of annua! Parliaments and univerfal fuffrage
can reftore to us that degree of civil liberty we are juftly - en-
titled 10, 8¢, &, |

_.-—._.‘_
T RS

L)

To Secretary to the Birmingham
dactety tor Conftitutional Information.

Gentlemen,
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" Gentlemen,.the Political Socjeties at Norwich alfo write to
the LondanCorrelponding Society with refpeét to this Convention
on the 25th of -June 1793, in which they fay, we lately 1eceived
your friendly letter, wherein you {tated three propofitions; fift,
a.petition to his Majelty, ar-to Parliament, or a National:Con.
vention,-and-ordered one of our committee to anfwer it ; thould
be glad if you will inform me whether it was attended to 3 I gave
‘my.opinion on the fubjet to the:Conftitutional Society at:Lon.
don, and found their 1deas congenial to. my own, viz. an addrefs
to the King, futile; a .petition to Parliament, (as a conquered
peaple,) tolerable; a National Convention, (if circumitances
admitted,) beft.of all, B
- You will find on the 28th of June, 1793, while thefe {ocieties
are holding fo.much correfpondence with refpeét to this National
Convention, as the only effeCtual means to effedt their purpofe,
it was.thought that an addrefs to the nation fhould be prepared,
and.that is not immaterial for you to.take notice of, becaufe.you
will find that.the proje€l of a National Convention in Scotland,
was thought to have failed for want of a previous addrefs to the
natien. .(Onaccount of that, many gentlemen were brought-to-
‘gether, and a refolution was pafled, that Mr, Topke, and.a per-
{fonr—of the name of Yorke, who was afterwards 2 delegate :to
Edinburgh, fhould be united in preparing an addrels.

. *On.the 25th of July, 1793, a letter having been received from
the Pulitical Societies at Norwich, the anfwer is given in :thefe
terms.: : |
JFellow Citizen, London, 25th July 1993+
The London Correfponding Society have received and read
with .pleafure your letter of the 25th of June, but the anfwer
which you mention to have been made to our three queftions has
ot yet came.to-hand.  We {hall be glad to be. informed in your
pext whether. 1t. was put in the Poft Office,

With regard to the queftions themlelves, however individuals
may have made up their minds on them, - the public feened mofi-to
approve the mode of petitioning pariament. We accordingly ac-
guiefced, and {ent 1 @ petition figned by near 6,000 perfons.
With this letter you will reccive.a copy of 1t ; .and. with it's fate
you are doubtle{$ not unacquainted. ,

“While we agree with you that the people are treated like fwine, -
we are forced to acknowledge that fome among: them, from their
floth and ignorance, fcarcely deflerve better ufage; however, un-
ceafingly labouring to.meliorate their condition as. well as our
own, and convinced that a thorough Parliamentary Reform is
the only means of effeGuating it, we firmly. pur{ue our. purpofe,

;and.ip the moft confpicuous manner, under the eye of the court,

Q.2 in
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in the middle of the metropolis, and in the very neft of place and
penfion hornets, the tavern where Reeves, the tool of the Junto,
holds his inquifitorial tribunal, have lately held a general meet-
ing of the {ociety, fent forth an addrefs to the nation, and entered
into fome fpirited refolutions, 2 few copies of which we defire
vou to accept and promulaate as far and as wide as you can ; at
the fame time reft affured that the firmnefs difplayed therein
Is not confined 5 wirds, but that on every occafion our fociety will
be found foremoft in afferting and recovering the liberties of ther
SHNEETY.

E*(homncr yau, therefore, to throw afide all unavailing com- -
plaint, we with you to occupy yourfelves in inftructing the peo-
ple, in introducing and maintaining order and regularity in your

own {ociety, and i ‘Qrmmg a ]zmc'?f..-u with all athers affociated for
the fame purpsfe throughout the natisn, by keeping up a conftant
correfpondence with them but, above all, erderly and courage-
cufly preparing yourfelf for the cvent, fmarL the reafon,) for as it
is natural to fur*pofe that thofe who now prey on the public will
not wiliingly vizld up their enjoyments, nor re-poliels us of our
rights o ‘thiut a fruzzle, which, by their bzhaviour in Ireland,
(it alludes to 2 b i to prevent a Convention bemg held there,)
we have {fome reafon to think they are meditating, and perhaps
may int:nd to effeCt by means of thofe very iormgn Imercenaries
who are now paid with the fweat of our brow, and whom, under
foms plaulible pretence, it would be no difficult matter to land
on eur ihara—lt may be more advantageous to humanity to fhew
them at firft, that their opponents are neither mob nor rabble,
b:iff an indrsrant rpprf_fﬁ*d pespley 1n whom is ust yet entirely extmé? L
{rs valour of icelr ﬁ?} efuiters.

(This is tnﬂ conciuflon agzin to the addrefs at the end of the
year 17924

Union 2nd increafe being then our only refources, let us dili-
gently exert ourfeives therein with zeal and patience, removlng
ignorance znd prejudice, with firmnefs and 2 confiftent behaviour
encourzging thofe who join us; and, above all. avoiding little
bIChETIHgS among ourfelves, ever mfcnuntenancmg felfith jea-
loufies and private animoities, and cordially joming with heart
and hand in the common caule.

Your neigl.bourhood muit feverely feel the dreadful conle-
quences of an iniguitous, depnpula*mg, and ruinous war, but
vou are not the oniy {ufferers; from various parts of the country
we learn, that the war zbroad has already ipread defolation at
home ; vet {uch is the biindnefs of fome fmks that they talk of
1t's being continued for years, Pgace we w;ill to all men, but to
‘fuch friends deftrution. Let us hear from you foon, and let our

future
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futiire correfpondence be more regular.  We are, with fincerityy
fellow citizen, for the L. C. §. as
- Your friends and fellow Iabourers for the
Good of our country,

M. M.
T. H.

* In a letter I referred to, which is written by the fame Corre~’,
{ponding Society, on the 31{t of July 1793, as an anfwer {ent
by the Hertford Society, in which the Hertford Society had de-
fired to know their principles, they {tate themfelves in the fame

manner. (Sce JORDAN's Second Report of the Houfe of Commions,

. T41. -
P In O)&ober 1793, the Scotch Convention having -met, which
we have all heard fo much of out of this place, you find there
was a letter received from Mr, Sinclair, together with an addrefs
of Skirving, who was fecretary to the Convention ; and an ex-
traordinary meeting was called at the Crown and Anchor, to
confider the utility and propriety of {ending delegates to the
Convention to be held at Edinburgh, for the purpofe of obtain-
ing a Parliamentary Reform.

On the 28th of Od&tober 17973, this {ociety came to a refolu-
tion to fend delegates, and Mr. Sinclair and Mr. Yorke, whom
I have before mentioned, were appointed.. And perhaps one
cannot better ftate the extraordinary aflumption of delegated
power, than when I ftate to you, that Mr. Sinclair, meeting
with the other deputies in the Convention of Scotland, had no
difficulty in affuming with others, to call their meeting the Britifl
Convention of the people, and alferting their right fo to adl.
Richter was to fupply the place of Mr. Yorke in cafe he is dif-
abled. And thefe perfons go with all the delegation of the powers
of the people, which this conftituted focicty could give them,

The London Correfponding Society was not to be backward
with the London Society for Conflitutional Information, in
forming this. Convention 1n Scotland, all which you will {ee in
the evidence, which deferves your moft {erious attention, as ex-

preffed in a circular letter, in which the prifoner exprefled him-
felf thusa

Fellow Citizens, London, 17th O&. 17973,

We have to acknowledge at once your favours of the 2d Sep-
tember, and 14th inflant.  Maualtiplicity of bufinefs prevented

my anfwering your firft ; but will now inform you that the {piric

thewn in it gave great fatisfatlion to our {ociety at large. "L'he
rejojcings for the capture of Valenciennes were not confined to

Norwich alone. The ignorant every where elfe throughout the

nation betiayed their imbecility on the occafion.  Butthe taking

of
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of 2 town, the faughtening of thoufands of human bemgs, the
Javing waite whole provinces, or-the enﬂavmg a nation {how-
ever great ev ils they may be) can only retard for a {mall fpace of
time the progrefs of truth and reafon :—Be not difheartened,

l'Lff}""" I}'Irﬁle vour pian, infiru& mankind, and con{htu-
tionz iy fer vour faces againft exifting abufes: Be affured that
many are our {riends, who ouly wait a faveurable opbrtunity 16
he7iy oo ps, while our enemies have much enfeebied themff:lvas
and their czufe by their arbitrary exertions.  Defpatifm isatit’s
lalt galp—one or two campaigns more wifl terminate is-exuft-
ence. -

We are cizd to {ze that you begin to make a proper ufe of*de-
legation Witere bodies of men are too numerous to be convened
eaiily on every occalien, delegation is the beft, and indeed only
way to obtain the gﬁrfral osinien.  Scoiland, improving on the
lﬂf:a, have not oniv fummoned their own delegates, but alfo in-
vite thole of every other {ociety to attend a kind of Convention,
which is to bs held 2t Edinburgh on the 2gth inftant.  The in-
clofed paper, which I, previcus to the communicating.your letter
to our committze (which will meet only to-morrow ) make hafte
to tranimit to. )DL, wiil {hew you that your fociety 1s included- in
the gereral tnvitation to {end delegates to that meeting—which
we exhort you to do, if you paf'inly can.—] firmly beheve our
fociety will not mifs the opportunity of doing the fame.

On the gth of Odiober, as this letter was wrote on thE‘I']th

the prifoner writes to Skirving in this way :
2ar Jir, London, O&. 5, 1793.

Vith pleafure I perufe your favour of the 2d inftant ; but as
yet h_'c'“ feen nor hez rd nothing of the twocopies of Mr. MUIF S
trizl, which vou mention as b&mcr {ent to the Society, and (0
myfelf, Be kind enough, notw nhﬁandmﬂ' to return that gen-
tleman thanks for his D"HILE attention, and affure him, .that we
Flew ‘um 1 the light 01 a martyr to rrcednfn, as weli as Mr.,
Palmer; and that cur warmeft hopes are, that the opprefiors of
mankind will either be athamed or afraid of carrying their re-
v&ngeu.l malice into exa(ution.

The General Convention which you mention appears to M.
Aargarot {to whom alone I have communicated your letter) and
mvieif, to be a verv excellent mezfure, and as fuch I could wiih
you, withont de‘ay, to communicate 1t officially to our Society,
wwithout any ways mesfianing that you bad writfen fo me privately. It
0 YOUr GInCl il 1 tter you thould require us to fend a deputation
to that meeting, I have no doubt but our Society would .with
p‘;::iu;e 2ceept the 1m1tat10n, and I am perfuaded it may do.
much good. Qur freedom, as-you juftly obferve, depends f.?

tirely
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titely.upon qusfelves, and upon our avdiling atirfelves of this opportus
nily, which oncs 38 may not be fo foon recovered, | am glad to difs
cover by your teltimony that I was no waysmiftaken in the high
opipion 1 always had of Lord Dacr’s patriotifin, - A title may be

2 bar to difinterefted patriotifm ; but, it feems, he has evinced it
to be not an infuperable one, )

You. are right—it1s true, that we have had another General
Meeting, at.which a haftily compofed and fuddenly produced
addrels to the King was read, applauded, and agreed to be pre-
fented ; but on a cooi teviial, the faid addrefls being found to
be more ill-natured than {pirited, more-dangerous in it’s language
than advantageous in 1t’s obje&t, befides being toe long, the Com-
mittee, with the apprabation of the majority of the Society, have
adopted another, much fufer, more appofite, and relating fulely
to the war, Encloled you have a copy of it.  But you was mif-
informed when you was told we palfed any refolutions at- that
meeting, tor we.only came toone, and that rather of a private
nature, namely, * That the conduct of Sir James Sander{on, in
preveniing th= meeting of the London Corre(ponding Socicty at

the Globe Tavern, Fleet-ftreet, isof fuch a pature as to place
him under our cenfure.”

I am, moft fincerely,

Your fellow-labourer and well- wither,
TroMAs Harpy.
P. 5. Mr, Margarot defires to be remembered to you in the
moft aftectionate manner. Do not in future, on the addrefs of
your letter, mention anything of tine Lontlen Correfponding Society, for

1t was a thoufand to cne that 1 received that letter by polt.
To Mr. Skirving, Edinburgh. | ‘

The London Conftitutional Saciety gave their delegates, Mr.
Yorke and Sinclair, certain inftrutions ; and 1 ought to tell you,

- that the manner of keeping the books of the London Conftitu-

tional Society was thus : the refolutions made on the one night,

were taken on loofe paper either by the fecretary, or by other
perfons who alted in his abfince or prefence when he was not
doing that duty hamlelf, and they were entered before the {uble-
quent night of meeting regularly on the book, and the firft
thing done on the fubfequent night of meeting, was to read the
refolutions that were made on the former night, to fee they were

correft, Now it will naturally occur, therefore, that the book

may explain the minutes, and the minutes may .explain the
book. | -

Now, when they tame to draw the minutes for the inftnition
bf their delegates, thar were t0 b€ held in Scotland, the firft

idea
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ide2 was to inftrut their delegates to petition Parliament ; but
thzt was altered ; therefore, that s {truck out of their mlnutes,
and they have inftructions in thefe general terms :

“ The delegates are inftruéted, on the part of this Society, to
2fliit in Dnngmg forward and fupporting any conititutional mea-
fures for procuring a real reprelentation of the Commons of
Great Britain in Parliament, "That in {pecilying the redrels to
bedcmanded of exifting abuf=s, the delegates ought never to lofe
ﬁrrﬁf 0: rie two eflential principles, general fuffrage and annual
reprelentation, together with the unalienable right in the people
to remn ; andthat a reafonable and known compenfatmn ought -
to b. made to the Reprefentatives of the nation, by a national
contridution.’

What tney meant by the reprefentatives of the nation, if 1t
was as | have really ftated to you, you cannot be miftaken; and
what they mzant b} general {uffrage and annual reprefentation,
{eems 1o be bevond all doub:.

Thﬂ Londen Corr...ﬁjmdmﬂ Saciety arefomewhat bolder inthetr
inffructions withawhich they fend their delegates to the convention
in S:otland 5 they are to the following effcét; they confift of
nine ar -f:'u

By article 1ff, the delegate is inftruéted, * that he (hall on no
2ccount d=p;~.n from the orwmal objeét and principles of this fo-
cicty, namely, the obt.;mmcr annual Parhiaments and univerfal
fuff:age by rational and law ful means.

2d. ¢ To fi fupport the opinicn that reprefentatives in parlia-
ment ou v‘m. to be paid by their conftituents.

7the “That it is the duty of the people to relilt any a&t of
pariament repugnant to the criginal principles of the conftitu-
tion, as would be every attempt to prohibit affociations for thﬁ
purpole of reform.”

| btfrwu to ubferve this, Trat 1f is the duty of the peaple to rfﬂ
any al & of parlizment, &c. becaule this (hews on what principle

the Convention of Scotland was formed.

There is no government in this country if this principle is to
bz 2&ted upen, becaufe nobedy can tell to what extent it will goj;
cum:quentl} . thofe who went 1nto Scotland with this authority.
In thetr hands, {late 2 great variety of cafes in which the people,
or wx convention of the people, was to relift the parliament.

ar. Attorney General now went into a general hiftory of the
Scatch Convention, {as will appear fully on the evidence in the
trial.) He then obferved, it was material to attend, that they
itiled themizlves the Bitith Convention of delegates, affociated
for the parwi-s of Parliamentary Reform.

Ther, favs he, 1 afk, what is a Canvention of the pmp}...
sccording to thefe focieties ! According to the proceedings in

Scotland,
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Scotland, & convention of the people is 2 convention of delegates
of thefe focieties in England and Scotland.  What is it that they
are to do? they aflert, that the people have in them all civil and
political authority, and they repeat it again and again, from the
‘time the Convention was firft formed, ti!! the moment of it’s
difperfion. More efpecially ftill from the time of it's difperfion,
to the meeting of the 20th of [anuary, and at the meeting of Chalk
Farm, you will find the moft prefling lentiments, that new ¢r
never1s the time when a convention of the people was to mcet ;
‘when they, no longer fearful of their own valour, were cou-
rageous enough to prepare themfelves for the event, and to.
fhew to thole who were their enemies, oppreflors, and plunderers,
that they were a brave people in whom valour was not extiné, -

‘Having thus feen the pratice that took place in-the Na-
tional Aflembly of France, the Convention of Scotland followed
their example ; they created Seétions, they divided the country
into Departmients, they appointed Provincial Affemblies, they
have Committees to call together on extraurdinary emergencies,
and then, in Nov. 1793, they come to a refolution to. which [
wonld beg your mott {ertous attention.

You will rememnber, that they went with authority which
Hlated to them, that it was the duty of the people to refift any
A& of Parliament that fhould be made for a particular purpole.
It is hardiy to be contended, I think, but that the great bulk of
the people of this country were happy in their political exiftence 5
as undoubtedly they were remaining happy in their political ex-
itence, becaufe they did not feel the grievances till they were
taught by malignant indullry to believe that they exiited, or it may
be that they exilted in fuch a degree as to call for meafures of this
fort, Thofe that formed this Convention could not believe: that
the legiflature of this country could permit a proceeding of this
kind to pals umoticed, to go on, yet confiding, fo much as they
did, in the fuppofed ftate of their nbumbers 1n that country, and
thofe that were to-be connelted with them 1n this, yon wil] find,
that on the 28th of Nov. 1791, one of the perfons belonging to
tins Convention, the members all itanding up on therr feet, . for
the greater folemnity of the thing, paffes a motion of union be-
tween the two nations, and then this relolution 1s come to, ¢ Re.
{olved, that the following declaration and refo'ution be cntered at
the end of our Minutes. - :

“ ‘That this Convention, confidering the calamitous confe-
quences of any act of legiflature which may.tend to deprivé the
whole or any part of the people of their undoubted right to
meet, either by themfelves or by delegation, to difcufs any mat=
ter relative to-their common intercft, whether of a public or
private nature, and holding the fame to be totally ificoniilient
with the firit principles and Ii"{afety of lociety, and allv lubver-

- live
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five of our known and acknow ledged conllitutional liberties, do
hereby declare, b:iore Gmi and the world, that we {hall follow
the wi. ﬂ‘ﬂforn... exam;:e G. . 7inet times, by paying no regard to

any act whic” 1pn 0 niliwe coaint the Confhitution of -our
country, {that is '_1',', e aratated {ocieties,) and thall continue
to zilemb'e 4n. -~ idir oF tae el means by which we can ac»

complifh 7 72al rep;. tentation of the people, and annual election,
until cm,arm:d to c¢efift by Jupericr force. ‘.

‘¢ And we Jo relolve, that the firlt notice given for the 1o
tredudtivn of 2 Couve.ition Bill, orany hiid of a fimilar tendency
to that pzfied in Ireland :n the izft {ctfions of their Pirliament; -

< Or any bill | for the fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus, A& |
or the a::. for preventing wrcngious inprifonment, and againit

nZue delavs intrial 1n North Britain ; o

L Or in cafe of an invzfon, or the admiffion of any foreign
trcops whatfoever into Great Bntawn or Ireland; (1 call your
recuile®ion te t:e L --ter of the French Comen,tmn, when the
treops of liberty with arms, bayuneli and pikes, were to be fent
into this country. Why, 1 the people of this country had
brought foreign troops into Great Britain or Ireland, not being
of a nztion that we were at war with, were thele penple to.con-
du& themielves in the {ame manner as they were to alt with
thofe troops that were at war with us ¢ Yet if foreign troops are
introduced to mect the exigency of the occalion, were they to
be confidered in the fame huht as if it wasan invafion ?) .

“ All or any one of f thefe calamitons cir :umitances fhall be a
{icnal to the feveral delegates to repair to {uch piace as the Secret
Cummittec of this Convention {hali 2 appoint 3 and the firft feven
members thail have power todeclare the fittings permanent, (hall
conftirute 2 Convention, and twerty-one proceed to bufinefs ;

¢« The Convention dath therefore refolve, that each delegate,
immeaciately on his ieturn homne, do convene his conflituents, and
explain to them the nccr.ﬁh} of elccling a delegate or delegates,
and of el*:“hmma a tund, without delay, againft any of thefe
emergencics, for his or their €xpence ; and that they do inftruét
the L.td daiegates to hoid themiclves ready to del}art at one hour’s

3

Warning.

Wty are th: -y hereto declare their fiting permanent ! becaufe the
dm. Legﬂ._ture, of the co uiitry has dared Ot as yet to come to an
2¢h, bt to g e potice of t's mtcmi;m. Are thefs the mep that

veuld itnk of bringing themi{elves together to declare their fit-
tings perniunent on fucn a ground as they flate here ? to oppofe
the Legifiature of agreat country ’&lflg \n that great durty that
belongs tu thatcountiy. Can we {ee it withoue ﬁ:ppr)hrgthat they
were 1o make their mees ing effectual by acts that could be carried
on for the purpole ¢f pres euurg the Legiflature from deliperation ?

. | o By
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| By what af¥ conld it be done, but by refuming the valour of their
1 forefathers by force, by exerting that eftetual exertion that s
to-be preceded by {preading uleful knowledge, the charactenflic
of that ufeful knowledge being to put down by the nature of it’s

\ - alls the King, Lords and Coinmons.

- Well might Mr. Hardy fay, thatit the opportunity is loft now,
it 1s loft for ever, We muft aét now, or we muft neverall.
t\ ‘Having fome reafon to fuppofe that this Convention would.
|
|

be difpetfed, they came to another refolution :.

¢ "I'hat the moment of any illegal difperfion of the Britith
Convention, thall be confidered as a lummons to the delegates

| to repair to the place of meeting appointed for the Convention of

”L emergency by the Secret Commitice ; and that the Secret Com-
. mittee be inftrudted, without delay, to proceed to fix the place of
| meeting,”

After thele refolutions it became neceflary to do a little more,
. and to declare on what principle this Convention exifts. Now
. mark the principles, and do your country jultice, to apply fo
\[ much of the oblervations as I have made to you, as are worthy
| your attention, to what I have before ftated, as neceffanly con-
. neted between the principles avd pialice of Mr, Paine. The
| principle is that of the Fienchi Covvaiion. What is the
pratice ! It is the aflembling o a cu-.ven'ion that fhould fit to
prohibit the Legiflature from doinz any gh'ng but what 1s agree-
. able to them; and having met in execution of tho practice, . they
proceed immediately to a declaration of the principles; - but they
. do not-proceed to a declaration ot principles tiil they have done
| that {trong and folemn aét which I have thated to you; then they
| sefolve that a-Committee be appointed to draw a declaration of
- the natural, unalienable and imprefcriptible rights of man, &c.
to be prefiged to an Addrels to the People of Great Britain, and .
that a Committee of obfervation te appointed at London to give
the earlieft intimation of any motion of the kind mentioned in
the foregoing refolution. -
. Then you find they met in a place called Convention Hall,
| and they date their praccedings the hrlt year of the Britith Con-
| vention  then they are informed that the London Correfponding
| Ermiery would undertake to be the Committee of Ob{ervation,
. which, they fay, ought to exift; thén you find their numbers
- mentioned, that there are mauy racufands of conftituents in Nor-
- wich, London, Leeds, &c. andjthat the Convention, to look at it
|10 it’s true nature, was @ Commiittee of the people, and therefore it
- was neceffary for them to have, as they had in France, prifary
dacieties, thole primary Sacieties beiny over-ruléd by the leaders
of theip great clubs, from which they emanated, and {o forming

icﬂ: this country a government under the posver of the Jacobin
lub,

R 2 You
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You will find that before thefe perfons parted, - My, Marga-
rot communicated to his conftituents the proceedings of this
bady, which he ftiles always the Brrtith Convention ot the peo-

" ple, ‘affociated to claim Annual Parhaments and Univerfal Suf-

frage.

You wiil find that they looked up to the London Correlp ond-
ing Society, that their allive exertions were ncceffary for the ac-
compl ﬂhmcr of the project that they were fitting for in Edinburgh.
Ar dthen“hem zrds dejegatesarrived in London, and gaveto Mr.
Hirdx , as the S&ra.mry of that Soclety, an account of their pro-
cesdings ; they cive him an account of that {olemn motion and
the manner of mqkma it, as 1 have mentioned ; they ftate that
tae appointment of the plate (to which circumftance I beg your
"CU:I particuiar atiention) where they were 0 meet, was lett to a

Secret Committes, and when they fent to him informing him
of the circumitance of this motion, they fent to him an account
of the mosion, zt the fame time mfnrmmu‘ him In a letter, thap
[sticis CONTEY but Ty il mjfu!,, aid wub ne great e oree a:f f ﬁfy,

sebat we wifb 1o infurm euch other ‘of, becaufe letters will not con-
vev very {ately; that the convention were to meet in cafes of in-
Ve *0'1, that was a {ecret that was not to be trufted to coreefpond.
ence- by letter ; and though it eu"(ed i that motion that was
made, every other part hung cemmunicated 1n a letter, yet they
do not think 1t fafe to communicate it by letter, 2nd alfo confider
it of fuch a nature that they determine not to infert it even in
their own minutes,

This {a&t being communicated to the London Correfponding
Society by a delegate, you wili alfo ﬁnd that Mr. Sinclair, dele-
gate 10 the LOHdOH Confiwtional § >aclety, was not behind in
his duty to his conltiuenis; he defired a Secret Comnmittee might
be zlio appointed in that {ociety.,

Nrot long alter t“.t, we jee the concerted power of the ma-
giftracy in that countrs dif {perie that convention, which difperfion
fuggetied 1o 1he focienes tn this country, vie wing the fame work
2t the fame hazard. te form the plan of another convention to be
held 1o England, knowing that the pnojec.. muit then be accom-
p;l"’}::i, or never ¢ouid b au..cnmpi {hed, becaufe no government

would periiit fuch a comention to exilt without taking {ome

=213 to prevent the cc meguences againil isfelf,

Yve find then, alter the difperlion of the Scotch Convention,
when fome of them had bt‘"ﬂ. {fentenced to punithments, and
which p'("‘efdif,m 2zaint it them were not {izted in my humble
opinion in Lot oggrasated way, as they might have been (fated,
when they were to be- brougnt into this Lountry 10 the procefs of
the executiva of their [entence, you will {ind 1n the evidence,
propoliions in this {ociety about a refcue, which howgver failed.

. Before
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Before “they left Scotland, there is a letter of Margarot’s ta
Hardy, ta thiseffe®. Two months paffed in Scotland will fo
eficCtually do” the bufinels, that nothing will be able to prevent
the reform trom taking place. In yopur letter, fays he, do not in-
troduce politics, or at 1eaft nothing but what concerns reform.
‘The convention you will fee have declarcd themlelves permanent,
they are to it in fome other part of the country, which 1s not
yet declared, the caufe is in great forwaxdnefs in Scotland, that
nothing but fufficient {upplies of money are wanting in order to
avow their views with {uccels, and a very fhort time.-will be
{ufficient to put things in fuch a train, as will completely exclude
the pollibility of a failure. In another letter he tatks of Mr.
dinclair having gone to Perth on very urgent bulinefs. ~

On the 1gth of December 1793, Mr. Sinclair, the delegate
from the Conftitutional Suciety, came to London jult at the tume
I -have before obferved to you, that there were fome things in the
Jetter of Gerald’s and Margarot’s that could not be fafely con-
veyed by letter; and who of confequence might be'interred to
have been fent for the purpole of this fecret intelligence, which
was that part of thetr re[lution of allembling the convention at
fome fecret place, and tuat the hirft {even thould declare their
fittings permanent, and twenty-one proceed to bufinefs, in.cafe of -
an invafjon. |

On the 22nd of December 1793, another letter is written to
Mr. Hardy by the fame gentleman, which probably led in fome
degree to the tranfaltions.which pafled n January 1794, or after
ftating what happeried to himlelf in Scotland, he fays, Sheffield
has exhibited a moit manly {pirit, (you are to obferve thar Shef-
field had "at that time fent out very ftrong refolutions) it is not
toolate, for God’s fake fend out fome ftrong relolutions : aboveall, -
talk of impeachiments ard petitioning the King. )

“Then we find Mr. Margarot and Mr. Brown, who were th
dclegates of Shefiield, were gone to attend a general meeting
of the fociety of the Friends of the People, 1n Ealt Lothianthire,
and then it isfaid, the time is come that we muft fhew ourfelves. -
worthy of tiberty, or lole it.

On the 27th of December 1793, you will find, that Gerald -
was at Pecth, as Margarot ftates, that he nimfelf had been at Eaft -
Lethian ; that they had been well empioyed, and that they mult
come to fome [pirited refolutions. |

And you will there find, on the 11th, of Janvary 1794, that
Mr Hardy writes this letter to Norwich, relative to the pro-
ceedings 1 have now been ftating, that the Correfponding Suciety
firtt, and the Conltiturional Society afrerwards, in their Public
atts approved of every thing the convention had done.

i

, Fellow



[ 134 ]

. Fellow Citizens, London, January 11, 17g4.
I have juft received a letter from citizen Margarot, at, Edin-
burgh, with fome of the Edinburgh Gazeiteers, where you will
{ee that citizen Skirving is found guilty, and {entenced for four-.
teen vears tranfportation to Botany Bay. Margarot’s trial comes
next; he meets. it with great irmnpefs and refolution. I have
no time to make my comments on the proceedings, but I think:
our opponents are cutting their throats as faft as they can.-~Now
15 the time for us to do fomecthing worthy of men. The brave:
efenders of liberty fouth of the Englifh Channel are perform-
Ing wonders, driving their enemies before them like chaff before-
the whirlwind. Margarot tells me, that he has not time to-.
write to you juit now, but he hopes to have time very foon,.
when his trial is over; and immuted in a prifon. The London
Correfponding Sociery is to have a general meeting and an
aeniverfary dinner, on Monday the 2oth inftant, at the Globe
Tavern, Strand. I have fent you fome of Margarot’s and Skir-
ving’s indiGment, with two copies of a pamphlet on Brewing—
the zuthar 1s a member of cur fociety; if you approve of it, you
may put it in practice, and it will be a great faving to many fami-
lies, alfo a diminution of the revenue, for every one brewing
their own beer pay no duty for it.  Excufe hafte. I flill remain,
&c. |
(Signed) THoxas Harpy,

You will find that Mr. Margarot, while at Spithead, writes to |

the Norwich Society, dated from Spithead the 1oth of March,
1704, 1he Letter foliows:

Spithead, 1oth of March 1794.
Worthy Friends, and Fellow Caizens,

Qur ftay here being longer than was at firlt expelted,- I avail
myfelf of that delay to ackuowledge the receipt of twenty pounds
from your fociety, which have been dehivered to me by Thomas
Hardy, our decretary, to whom you had remitted them, and who
has been down here purpulely to fee me, and make fome arrange.
menis for the future, but whole bufinels has called him back to
Londen before any thing could be {eitled between us.— At firft he
{eemed to thiuk that the money was meant by you to be divided
amang the four who are now fuifering together : but, on my ac- .
queinting him that thofe gentlemen were infinitely better off than
mylelf in that refped, infomuch that they are continually receiv-
ing private prefents, and are moreover {upported by many noble-
men atd rich members of Parliament, thefe latter feeking only .
(I much fezr} to make a party affair of it, he gave the mo.
ney to gy own difpofal. If, however, you meant otherwife, your
intention {hall be complied with immediately on it’s being made

' known
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known to me—So much for pecuniary affairs———¢ This morning
ten fhips of war have lef Spithead for the Channel, and it is bere
repoited that the Breft ficet is out.  Rumour always magnifying
things, fays there are feventy 141l of the French at fea ; if fo, thers
inult be a number of tranfports among them, and a defcent may
probably’ be the confequence.—~For God’s fake, - my worthy
triends, do not relax in the caufe of freedom— continue- as

you ‘have begun—confolidate your own focieties—unite - with -

others—perfevere, and make no doubt but fooner.or later your
endeavours will be crowned with fucce(s.” 1 have alfo to thank
youfor the affeftionate addrefs I received from you, Be affured
that'my utmoft ambition will be to deferve your confidence - and
yourelteem. The tide of {ortune, however {trongly it may run
again{t cur caufe at prefent, mult foon have a turn: The eyes of
mankind will naturally open—when their pockets empry, andtheir
blood pills, they will afk each other, for whom are'we thus fucri-

hicing ourfelves and iurdering others ! What advantage refults to |

us from all this expenditure and {laughter ? And by interfering in
the government of another country, do we not fet other nations an

example to interfere with our own government, and to mode! it as

they think proper? Should they do fo, popery anddefpotifm muftbe -

our lot—may gracious Providence avert it; may we rather all
to a man be determined to live free or diel In my exile ho-

thing would affti€t me fo much as to hear that my country was -

entlaved, and that my countrymen hugged their chains, I trult

however, the national {pirit of Britons will prevent it. Adieu,.
my dear friends ; and ever remember, | RS

M. MARGAROT.

P.S. This day a mock debate concerning our fentence is to
take place in P

I come now to flate to you the proceedingsof the year 1794, as
far as they depend on the written evidence that is to-be laid
before you, and it muft be a fatisfa&tion to every man who hears
me, that in the courfe of this evidence, whatever may anfe
on the parole evidence that is to be given, you will find fo ftrong
a confirmation of the written evidence that is to be Jaid before

-,

h

-

you, that thefe oblervations cannot oblitruét you from coming toa ™ -

true” conclufion, whatever that may be. The Conftiturional
Society having fent their delegate to the Scotch Convention,
you will find that at a meeting, held the 17 of January 1794, the
following Refolution was come to, and to which 1 defire your
particular attention, more efpecially, as there are fome circum-
ftances belonging to the compofition of that relolution,- whic

appear to me 19 be worthy your attention. |

'|-'I 1
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1 have before told you, that thefe refvlutions ere originally
drzven {rom the minutes, and the original minute {till exifts, and
perhaps it {fews that di [retion with which riien are able to ftatz,
in different ways, the prec:fe thing; and T fay, that tlele pa-
pers were meant o excite the fubjects of this country to refift
by altuzl force. The Refolutions are thefe :

“« Refoived, That law ceafes to be an objelt of Obedlence
whenever 1t becomes an inftrament of oppreflion.

“ Refolved, That we cali to mind, with the deemﬁfat:sfa&mn,
the merited {ate of the infamous Jefferies, once Lord Chief
Juftice of Englard, who, at the Ara of the glorious Revolution,
for the many iniquitous fentences which he had Paﬂ"ed was
forn to pl“CES by a brave and injured pec;ple

<« Refolye T hat thofe who imitate his example, deferve

his fate.

- {This is to be apphﬂd to the Jodges of Scotland, who executed
the fa on {uch falts as { have fated : : and I hope, this fort of

Refolutions had not their end, to put them to their peril, who in
their oficial duty, paffed thofe fentences to which thefe Refolu-
tions ahde. )

¢« Refoived, That the Tweed, though it may divide coun-
tries, cught not, and does not maLe a feparation between thofe
principies of commen feverity in which Enghfhmen and Scoich-
men are egually interefted; and that iny: Jﬁlce 1 Scotland 1s 1n-
*}uuz...c in bngiand; anﬁ that the fafety of Englifhmen is endan-
gercd whenever thelr brethren in Scotland, for a condu&l which
emitles them to the approbation of all wife, and the fupport- of

! brave men, are lentenced 10 Bdtar;y Bay; a pumfhment
h*ti‘er:o irficted only on felons.

¢ Refoived, L'hat we fee with regret, but we fee without fear,
that the P“I'Iud is faft aDnraachmg when the liberties of Britons
muft depend not wpon reafon to which they have long .ap-
pezied, nor on tac poivers of exprelling 1t, buton their firm and

undaunted refolution to oppofe tyranny by the fame- means by
wihich itisexercifed.

v« Refolved, That we a@pprove of the conduct of the Brmfh
Convention, who, thous ¢h aflailed by force, have not been an -

{wered by arguments ; and who, unhl\e the members of a cer-
tzig atle mbh, haue no interelt diftint from the cominon . body
of the peop.e.”

What 1s the tyrénny exercifed by the regular gm'ernment of
the country, but’ the means of the application of . furce of the
Cov ernment it fupport of t's ats  The tyranny then that the go-
vernment maxes ufe of by the application of the force of-the
country in fuPpurt of 1t’s functions 1s now to be refifted. |

The firlt refolve isin the minutes thus, that as afrfgmm‘ asid.
‘A

: o -2 - prae
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protelion ave reciprocaly law ceafes o be an objelt of obediénce, when-
. ever it becomes an inftrument of appreffon. S
Couple that as it ftood with the third refolution, and what is

it, but that to thofe who do not protet, no allegiance is due j and
we lee it with regret, but we fee it without fear, that we muft
oppofe thofe who do not prote¢t us, becaufe to them no allegi=
©ance s due. | ' | |

You will find that it flood in.the original minute, thus: that Ey-
gltfbmen are determined to vindicate Scotchmzn at the hazard of their
lives., | L

‘Then you will find the lalt refolution comparing the gentle-
men of the Houfe of Commons with the Convention of Scot-
land, refolving, that they approve of the condu& of the Britith
Convention, who, though aflailed by force, have not been an.
fwered by argument, and, who unlike the members of a certain
affembly, have no intereft diftinét from the common body of the
people, who being the incorrupt reprefentatives of many thou-
fands, have {poken the language of truth and firmnefs., -And L
make thisaccount the inftrument of conveying to the public, and
I do moft anxioufly wifh it may, that the public may underftand
what it is that men mean when they are diftributing thefe libels.
through the country, ‘1

"This Couvention, {ay they, affailed by force, has not been an-
fvered by argument. How could they be anfwered by argument,-
who came to {olemn and {ecret refolutions which they do not dare
to {tate on their own proceedings ; thus working under ground
till ‘they blow up the country with it’s inhabitants, and then,
Now, fay, we have done well, you cannot fay we have done
ill, becaufe you cannot tell on what principle we act. ~

On the 28th of January there is a letter written by Margarot
to the perfon that ftands at the bar, in which is the following,
‘“ We have juft received notice to hold ourfelves ready to de-

part at an hour’s notice. Look out for us, Thomas Hardy,
unmediately. -

!

You will likewile find that a letter feat from Margarot to
Hardy is of great confequence, as it explains many paffagesin the
evidence between the 2oth of Jan. 1794, and the time that thefe
perfons were apprehended.  Margarot writes from Edinburgh in
this manner: “ Armed affociators are I canceive fet on foot by

the rich, wherefore fhould not the poor do ‘the fame? are you -
tE wait pafiently till twenty thoufand Hefltans come to cut your
throats ¢ ' | |

On the 20th ]aquary 1704, there was 2 meeting‘at the Globe
Tavern, that meeting which 'you will permit me to obferve,
Hardy, in his letter of the 11th of January 1794, which I have.

before fpoken of, alluded to when he faid the London Corre,
3 fponding
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{ponding Society were to have 2 General meeting and an Anni-
verfary Dinner. _ o
The proceedings of that day will deferve your very particular
attention. o o A
The following is a copy of the {aid printed paper. =
« At a general mezting of the London Correfponding Society,
held at the Globe Tavern, Strand, on Monday the 20th day of
Janvary, 1794 ; citizen John Martin in the chair; the fol-

lowing addrefs to the people of Great Britan and Ireland was
read and agreed to.

¢ CITIZENS,

«“ We oind the nation involved in a war, by which, in the
courfe of one campaign, immenfe numbers of cur countrymen
have been f{laughtered ; a valt expence has been incurred, our
trade, commerce, and manufattorics, are almoft deftroyed, and
many of our manufacturers and artifts are ruined, and their fa-
milies ftarving. .

“« Toadd to our affliction, we have reafon to expedt, that
other taxes will foon be added to the intolerable load of impofts
and impolitions with which we are already overwhelmed, for
the purpole of defraying the expences which have been incurred,
in a {ruitlefs crufade, to re-cltablith the cdious defpotifm of
France. | |

“ \WWken we contemplate the principles of thiswar, we con-
fefs. ourfelves to be unable to approve of it, as a mealure either
of juitice or dilcretion ;—and if we are to form our calculation
of the refult, from what has already paffed, we can only'look
forward to dzleat, and the eternal difgrace of the Briuth name,, .

“ VWhile we 2re thus engaged in an expenfive and ruinous
forzign wer, cur fiatc 2t home is not lefs deplorable.

“ We are every day told, by thole perfons who are interefted
in {upposting the cirraption i, and an innumerable hoft of fre-
cure placemen, that the cenititution of England is the .per-
fetion of human wifdom ; that cur laws (we fhould rather fay,
THEIR laws) are tne perfedlion of jullice ; and that therr admi-
nifiratien of thele laws is fo impartial and fo ready, as to afford

equal remedy, both to the rich and to the poor ; by means of
vhich we are {aid to be placed in a ftate of abfolute freedom,
and that our rights and liberties are fo well fecured to us as to
rencer ail imalion of them impoffible.

¢ VWhen we alts, how wea enjoy thele tranfcendant privileges?

we are referred to Magra Charta, and the Bill of Rights ; and

the glorious Revolution, in the year 1688, is-held out to us, as
the bulwzik of Buufh liberty,

¢ CITIZENS)
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¥ We have. referred to Magna . Charta, to the Bill of Rights,

and to the Revolution, and we certainly.do find that our an-
~ ceftors, did eftablifh wife and wholefome laws : but we as ces-

tainly find, that, of the venerable conftitution of our anceftors,
hardly a veftige remains,

““ ‘The only chapters of the great charter, which are now in
Jegal exiltence, are the z4th and 2gth.

*¢The important provifion of the 14th chapter runs thus:
¢ A freeman fhall not be amerced for a {mall fault, but after
the manner of the faule: and for a great fault after the greatnefs
thereof, faving to him his contenement ; and a merchant Jike-
wife, .faving to bim his merchandize; and any other’s villain
than our’s fhall be likewile amerced, faving to him his wainage ;
and none of the faid amnerciaments fhall be affefled, but by the
oath of honeft and lawful men of the vicinage.” ,

“ But by the ulurped power of the judges, in aflefling fines
(and what fines!!) in the cafes of mildemeanour; this glorious
right of the fubje@, of having thele fines aflelled by the Jury,
(the only poflible prote@ion from flavery and the vilelt oppretfion)
1s unjultly and infamoufly ravifhed from us. =

¢ °['he provifion of the 2gth chapter runs thus: o

¢ No freeman fhall be taken or imprifoned, or be diffeifed of
his frechold, or liberties, or free cultoms, or be outlawed, or
zxMed, or any otherwife deftroyed ; nor. we will not pafs upon
him, nor condemn him, but by the lawtul judgment of his peers,
or by the law of the land. - We will {cll to no man, we will
not deny, or defer to any man, either jultice or right.

“ ‘L’he various methods new in conftant praltice, by which
the benehits of this provifion are totally defeated and deftroyed,
might induce us to fuppofe, that the Great Charter has beén
repealed ; if we did not alfuredly know, that it is the funda-
mental balis of our conftitution ; which even the Real Reprefenta-
tives of the people {much lels the miferable nominees ot Helltone
and Old Sarum) have not the right, nor {as we truft it will be
found by experience) the power to repeal.  Yet what do we
ind in prallice? unconftitutional and illegal Informations Ex
Officio, that 1s, the arbitrary will of the king’s artorney-general,
ufurping the office of the Accufling Jury; and the intercfted oath
ot a vile common informer, with the judgment of as viie a com-
mon trading or penlioned juftice, fubilituted in the room of our
birth-right, an impartial trial by our country.

““ Add to this, that the exorbitant expence of judicial pro-
ceedings, the novel prallice of arbitrarily and repeatedly an-
nulling the verdis of Juries, and the dilatory pratice of the

S 2 COUITES,
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- courts, moft openly and {hamefully contradiét the claufe which
forbids the dental, the delay, and the fale of juftice.. . - .

« A man accufed of Felony (for which, by the common law- of
England, his lite and goeds are furfened} may be bailed on find-
inz two fureties for forty pounds each ; but upon' a charge- of

i fds meanor by words only, bail to the amount of one thoufand

peurds has been demanded.

‘“ Upon conviciton alfo for {uch mlfdemeanour, enormous
fings, long and cruel imprilonments unknown - to our antient
faws, and unfandtioned by any new {tatutes, have of. late (and
but of late} been too frequently and tco oppreflively inflicted.
And 2ll this, zlthough by this Bill of Rights it is declared, that
¢ exceflive bail fhall not be demanded, or cruel and unufual pu-
nithments 1nflicted.”

« If welook to Ireland, we find that acknowledged prwi—
legﬂ of the people to meet for the fupport and protetion of their
richts and privileges, is attempted, by terror, to be taken away
b} a late infamous A& of Parliament: whiift titles of honour ?
.—No, but of difhonour—are lavithed ; and new fources of cor-
ruption opened, - to gratify the greedy proftiution of thofe, who
are the inftruments of this oppreflion. ,

« In Scotland, the wicked hand of power has been - -ifpu-
d=ntly exerted, -without even the wretched formality of 4n A&
cf Parliament. Magiftrates have forcibly intruded into'the
peaceful and lawful B.‘E'FHI'IL"S of freemen; and, by force; (not
only withont law, but anamﬂ law}) have, under mlcur of magif-
teria! -office, wterrupted their dehberalmn and pr..vented theu'
zffcaiation, -

 The wifdom 2nd goed condut of the Britifh Conventlan
at Edinburgh has been {uch, as to dety their bittereft enemies to
name the law which they have broken ; notwithitanding which,
their papers have been feized, and made ufe of as evidence a-
gainit tnem, and many virtuous and meritorious 1ndividuals
have been, as cruelly as unjulily, for their virtuous attions, ; dif-
graced and defiroyed by infamous and 1llegal {entences -of tranf-
portaticn.  And thefe unjuft and wicked judgments have been
executed with a rancour and malignety, never before knowm in
this land j our refpectable and beloved fellow-citizens have been
calt fetiered into dungeons amongft. felons in the hulks,: to

<hich they were not [entenced. ~

« CITIZENS, | :

““ We 2ll approve the fentiments, and are daily répeailng
-the words, for which thefe our refpe@table and valuable brethren

are thus un_}uu.lv and mhumanly fuifering. We too affociate
In order to obtain a fair, free, and full reprefﬁptatmn of the

pcople
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people in 2 houfe of real national reprefentatives, '(Did not the
Convention at Edinburgh affociate for to obtain a fair; free; dand
- tull houle of National Reprefentatives ? '1'hey aflociated as if they
. were the people, and they were to affociate themfelves with fo-
- creties 1t England, and to form themfelves as delegates of thefe
{ocieties, to do what? to meet-as an aflembly, which affembly
was to controul the operation of Parhament,” until'the force of
this body fo met fhould deftroy them.) Are we alfo wiliing to
- be - treated as felons, for claiming this our inherent right, which
we are determined never to forego but with our lives, and which
none but thieves and traitors can wifh o withhold from us?
- ‘Confider, 1t is one and the fame corrupt and corrupting influ-
ence, . which at this time domineers -in’ Ireland, Scotland; and
*England, (that is, the perfons meeting in the regular execution
‘of their funétions, and their offices as magiftrates). "Can you
believe that thofe who fent virtuous Irithmen and Scotchmen
fettered with felons to Botany Bay, do not meditate, and wiil
- not attempt to feize the firlt moment to fend us after themn ¢
. 'Orif we had not juft caufe to apprehend the'fame inhuman
treatment ; if, inflead of the moft imminent danger, we: weté'in
perfe€t fafety from it; {hould we not difdain to enjoy-any li-
berty or privilege whatever, in which our honeft Irith and Scotch
brethren ‘did not equally, and as fully participate with us?
- Their caufe'then and our’sis the fame. .And it is both our
- ¢Juty and - our intereft to ftand or fall together. The Irith Pac-
liament and the Scotch Judges, altuated by the fame Englith in-
. fluence; have brought us dirc&ly to the point. There is no farther
ftep beyond that which they have taken. We are at iffue. We
muft now chofe at-once either liberty or {tavery for ocurfelves and
ourpofternty.  Will you wait ull barracks. are ereéted in every
‘village, and till fubfidized Hellians and "Hanoverians aré tipon
us'e - | LA
£

s % You may afk perhaps, by what means fhall we feek redréfs?
( I'his fociety afked the lame queftion 1n Aunguoft 1792, and they
-afked the fame queftien in April 1793 ; the fame anfwer was
‘given in -Augut. 1792, the fame anfwer was given in Apnil
1793. - It is not by the King, it 1s not by the Farliament, but
it-is by a-Convention of ourlelves and our focieties ; but they
(uppofed that the time was now come to do which they were not
virtuous andcourageous enough to do in 1793.) Youmay afk, &c.
We anfwer, that men in a flate of civilized fociety are
bound to feck redrefs of the grievances from the laws, as long
as-any redrefs can be obtained by the laws. But our common
mafter whom we {erve {whofe'law is a law of liberty, and whole
fervice is perfe& freedom) has taught us ‘not to expet to gather
grapes from thorns, nor figs from thiftles, We mult have re-

drels
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drefs from our own Jaws, and not from the laws of our plunders
grs, enﬁmies, and OPPFEH‘UTE-”

They go on to fay, “ There 15w redrefs for a nattm circum-
flanced as s are, but in a fzir, free, and full repefentation of the
pesple.”  And here again I-alk, What is the fair, free, and {ulk
reprefentation of the pezople ! no mention being made here
of in Parliament, but by thofz that approve of the Britith Con.
veation, 2 Convention, whick, by thetorce of it’s ewn authority,
was to declare the natural, unalienable, and 1mprelcniptible
rights of man. What are we to underftand from thofe that
tzke on them to unite the two nations of England and Scotland,
- and declare their meeting to bz a Britith Convention unning the
two nations, and that body formed by delegates of diderent fo-
cieties in this and that country? I fay this, that this is the {pe-
cies of Convention, which, in their opinion, {and I think no
man can doubt it} was the fai, full, and free reprefentation of
the people, in which they hope, and hope alone for redrefs.

Could it be poffibie for them to fuppole, even 1f they made
parliament the willing or unwilling ergan, could it everenter 1nto
their thoughts, that thefe, that they call their plunderers, ene-
mies, -and oppreffors, would ever become the voluntary or in-
voluntary initrument of doing that which was the objet of the
exiftznce of all thele focieties, from March 1791, tili 1a the ap-
prehenfion of thefe parfons they were checked in the execution
of their purpofe:

They now pafs on fo {everal Refolves.

¢ Refolved, That during the enfuing f{eflion of Parliament,
the general Committee of this Siciety do meset daily, for the
purpofe of watching the procezdings of the Paciament,” and of
the adminiftration of the government of this country. (This
was to bz publithed for the {ake of doing this bufinels, and is
followed vp wth this refolution, which I have fiated to you was
{o folemnly made and fo facredly fworn.) And that upon the
firft Introduction of any bill, or motion 1nimical to the Liber-

ies of the people, fuch as, for landig foretgn trasps m Great
Britasi or Ireland, for fulpending ine Huabeas Cirpus dit, tor pro-
claiming Sfartzal Law, or for preventing the people from meeting in
Seriiies tor Cunptitutional Information, (now they abufed the terms
taey uled, you muit think by this time,) or any ofher fnncvation
of afimilar nzture, that, on any of thele emergencies, the ge-
neral Committce thall iffue fummonfes to the delegates of each
divion, ard aifo to rhe fecretaries of the different focieties afh-
liated and corr<fponding with this fociety, forthwiith to call a
general Cinvention of the Pesple, to be held ar fuch place and in
fuch a manner as thall be fpecified in the {ummons, for the

purpofe of taking {uch mea{uses into their confideration.
¢ Refolved,
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¢ Refolved, That the preceding addrels and refolution be
figned by thechairman, and printed and publifhed, .
o | ¢ . MarTiN, Chairman,
¢’I'. Harpy, Secretary.”

- Now what is this, fuppofing nothing had paffed in Scotland
of what I have {tated to you ¢ Is the rule and government of this
country reduced to this flate, that it flnll Eﬂd no protection
in the adminiflration of the law of the country againft peifons
affociating and “afliliating themfelves for the purpofes they have
declared here ! Is no motion to be made in parliament for a bill,
for any of the purpoles here fpecified ! 1s no motion to be madé
in parliament for a bill which thefe focieties chofe to complain
of, under the terms of any other innovation of a fimilar nature,
without explaining what 1t meant ; but whatt that bodies of
men are to come together claiming to themlelves, that which
exilts in the natural and phyfical quality of the people, and then
to declare and pretend that they have got” 2 Conventien of ‘thie
people. Have they got the people with them ¢ here is-nothing like
1t; yet here they call themfelves the Convention of the people,
the meaning of which, take it altogether, is this ; from your laws,
the laws of you our plunderers, enemies and' oppreflots, we cant
expet no relicf, therefore we do not mean to come to you
but we will watch you, and if you dare an innovation of any:
fort, we fhall call a fair, free, and full reprefentation of the peo-
ple-by fummonfes iffued to the delegates of thefe [ocieties.

. Then, gentlemen, they publifh their refolves, that 100,000
copics of the Addrefs to the People of Great Britain and Ireland,

voted at the general meeting, be printed and diftributed by the:
fcciety. ' ' -

" "And then. they follow this up with the publication of a great
many toafts ; and where one mentions {uch a thing as teafts, one
-1s afratd of the {ubjeét finking into infignificancy: it isno great
part of the cale, and yet it was thought of importance enough

to-fironce or twice 1o form toalts that would be beft calculated to.
inflame the minds of the people, and to urge thofe forward that

were notinthis project.  Accordingly it was the coftom of the

Londom Correfponding: Scciety, as well as the Society for Con~

ftitutional Information, to give toafls, fuch as, Succefs to the arms
of freedom, wherever direted: Againit whom were the arms.

diceted + The application of this phrale is cbvious, with ré.
fpect to his Majefly, when we refle€t, that ir was drank by
thofe who had faid the EleGtor of Hanover may do what he.

pleafes, buc if the King of Great'Eritain dares to go to. war, -we
know what. we are to do. * - B

Other
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Other toafts-were drank, fuch as, Citizen John Paine; john
Froft ; the virtuous-and fpirited citizens now 1n confinement for
matters of opinion ; and may we fhew them by our conduct that
they are not forgotten. Thefe matters of opinion are all taken .
1n ats of detail, L I

sentlemen, the name of Mr. Froft being mentioned, it'is to
the purpole of this bufinels to take notice, that he was profe-
cuted 1n this country for thele words, #2 LKmg, no parliament,
liberty, equality ; he has been proved to be guilty of a greatof-
fence, he has {uifered that punithment which the law inflifed, ~
and has made the atonement that the law required ; but thefe™
centlemen (who fent Mr. Froft and Mr. Barlow to France,) o
his being profecuted for his promulgation of the doérine of no
king, declare that they will futtain Mr. Froft inall his -
profecutions. Is it no evidence what the intention of thefe were,
who come to a relolution in which they declare, that the law,
queftioning the propriety of that kind of condu@, amounted to
periecution, and iay it ought not to have been done ?

Thefe toafts were drank, Mr. Martin being then prefent with
Mr. Hardy, 2 delegate, attending member; I will give you now-
his account of thig proceeding of the 2oth of January 1794, in:
his own hand writing, 1w 2 letter direGed to Maurice Margarot,
at Edinburgh, who before had wrote, that two months in Scot=
land would do the bufinefs, provided they would do the bufinefs
in England.  Martin tells him we had 2 meeting on Monday, - -
L wwas in the chair, every thing was well condufded, regularly, and
the proceedings avere fslerubly bold.  Adr. Hardy has fent you a copy
of the addrefs and refslution.  The King went yeflerday to meet bis™ -
parliament. (30 now, gentlemen, we have got no parliament of.
our own.) Tre ficiety. increajes rapidly.  {You will obferve the-
words, gentlemen,) tre facictyis increafing rapidly, bath in fpirit -
ard in number, and the rich bzgin to come among us. I could write -
to you firange things, but I know not but it-may be read by
{fomebody belore it come to your hands. -

After this had paft, you will find that that letter -was written, -
by the London Correfponding Society to the Society for Confti~
tutional Information, which I firt mentioned to you on the
27th of aarch 1794, and now, by your leave, I. wiil read a
part of it again. L T

I {hould tell vou firfty in order of time, that the Society- for- -
Conftitutional Information diftinély adopted that paper.of ‘the' -
Correfponding Saciety as their own; they ordered it to be enter- -
ed on their bsoks, and fully took it to themelves, as if it had
been concerted a2t a conjunctive meeting of themboth, . . . ¥

Well then, the London Conttitutional Society having adopted.
it as their own, it vould be {urprizing indeed, if the convention,

which
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which they.there fpeak of on the 2;7th.of March; thould be of 2
different naturethan that. which  they.agreed to on the 20th of
Japuary;-and: with that I come to the letter.of the 27th of
| Mafcg. (Sce JORDAN's Second Repart of the Hiufe of Commaonsy
P‘ Inthisdetter there can be no doubt what they meant by 2
| fpeedy revblution § but it is not left there, for in the'third refolus

tion,. they: ftate:that there ought to be immiediately a convention
of tha.people by delegates deputed for that purpofe, by the dif« -
fezj_t{-':__n_,t,,fuc_iﬁties of.the friends of freedom allembled for that pur-
poie. ;. ) |

-

Now, Géntlemen, to whom is this propofed? to that Con-,
ftitutional Society who had adopted that reflolution of the 20th of
January ¥994, :and who had {aid at the 20th of January 1794,
redrefs was not to-be taken by the laws of England, but by their
own laws, and not thofe of their plunderers, -enemies, and op-
preliors, e - - |

What obfervation follows on this? this follows on it, -that

. couching the.thing in terms that are a little ambiguous, but which
. no.human being, julging honeltly, could doubt the medning of 5
. they do ‘mean there {hould be this convention to fupercede the
\ powers of the nation, having all politicz] and phyficat anthority,
- and:then-they form-of -the two focieties, a Committee of Cor-
- relpondence for the purpole of bringing lorward that convention,

without which they had {aid Britons could not'enjoy their liberty, -

Gentlemen, . when 1 lay this evidence before you, I (hall' have
yet to learn, why this is not a ftep taken to the Conﬂit:.tigg of a °
body, ora:{tep towards the means of conftituting a body, orano-" -
ther,body than that eltablifhed by the conititution of this country §
and which other -body was (like the convention mentioned in
the fpeech of Darrere,) to - fupercede the eftablithed legiflature, -
and: to depofe” the King, as the indi&ment exprefles ir, againft
the will and in debance of the parhament. 1 {ay to depofe tlig
king, for if .thefe people have fovereign pawer; and they muft
have it.on their own principles, the King of -England cannot -
have it ag-he has now ; he was bound to relift, he was fworn td
it by the folemn obligation of his coronation oath; fec it other-
wife you cannot, if you contemplate thole coufequences which.
muft..accrue to the life of the King, he being bound to refift
fuch attempts for the fake of his {ubjects, and for the fake of *hii -
oath, . in-acknowledging, according to the terms of that oath; to
Tule agreeable to the {tatotes of parlrament. S

You find further, that there was a meeting =t Chalk  Farm,

and when the minutes.of that meeting are read to yon, you will
fee that-that. meeting .was a {lep taken n the fun&iéns of that
Pm Committee of Cmrﬂfpﬂ%‘ie“ce between the two focie_ti;s,

| or
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for the exprels purpofe of trying the tempers of the peoplc, f'ec-
ing what they could do by numbers: and it is very rematkabfe
that that mezting, which was held here on the 14th of Aprﬂ
~04, was alfo held 1n dwvers other t}arts of this kmgdqm, as,.
appears more particularly from a et ter found in the poifeflion of
tte prifener,  As there was a meeting in the.open ajr at Chalk,
Famn, f{., HEHI.E[‘HEH of the Jury, lhf&:} were not wanting, élfe-
where, doing the bett they could to bring ther purpofes £0. hear,.
by waich you may {ee it required vigilance, it required the
mermmun of fome flropg band in parliament to mterpofe.*
There wes 2 meeting held at Leeds, Wakefield, Blrmmghamg._
.erfl Newcaftle, Nottingham, and many other places ;. and*
t wiil by proved 1o you, that the prifoner at the bar fent a cir-
ulzr Jerter to the ramotelt parts of the kingdom, for the purpofe
of ariying it efii &t the project of a Bnuth Cumenlmn, which .
h;a been deteated indeed, but the evil was carrying on it’s_pur-
¢ by fecret meaiures, prcufah the fame way as that that had
t:\‘i‘ifd . znd vou will find 4cc0rmng ly, that the prlfuner at the
bar writes thele letters to all thefe fucieties in the country, and
the audrsfling thefe letters to all thele {ocieties, {hews that the
corvestivn 10 be culied, was net to be a convention of. the peo-
ple, but 2 convention of dlegates of thefe focieties affuming the
chzrecter of the peopie. He now writes to the m, the cntical
moment sarrived.  In.1793, hislanguage is, men are not vir--
tucus enough, they are not courageous ennugh In 1792, they.
expedied noil“mn from parhamcnt, but they did not go to other
povers, they expeCied every ihing from focieties at that time.
Tl‘aen ti‘*ex tate when that time, the fulnels of time 1s come,
the criti-al moement is arrived, and Britons muft either affert with
zeal ard Drmnels theis ciaim to Liberty, or yield without tefift-
ance to the chains thzt miniftenal ufurpation is forgmg for
them. Then they fay, * Will you co-operate with us in-the on-
Iy pracceble wezfure that now prefents itfelf, with any prefpett
of fuccefs i We need not intimate to you that, nntwuhﬁandmg
the vn p'ara‘!‘.ied zudacity of a corrupt and overbearing faction,
which at prefent ramp nles on the rignts and Diberties of the peo-
p ¢, QUF I ceting et m* n Enaiand be 1mermpted without the
P! revious intrecu&ien of a convention bili i [Th:‘:re was the rea-
ith, 'ii-t‘} tu"..’.ht, f.r the convention bcmg permanem) A
ealie whildl 1tis cur m.n; to anticipate (mark thefe words, our
Cuty {0 ﬂ'm._w“ne, gentiemen, what was their cbject ! why,
they were wnitanly, upun the proje€ of foch a bill being men-
tioned in Parlizment, as they before had ftated, to declare their
fitings permarer, 5 {olemnly uewmg that moment, when fuch
2 bili 2 that would be umugnt in, which they would refift to
the hazard of their lives ; then, Gentlemen, what do- they 1yiean

toco here: wiile yet the bare expeciation of it exifted, they hold
o | it

.p-
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i_t_tlheir duty to antjcipate, and to anticipate it by the fame means,
by a convedtion’of the people’s’ a conventioirof thefe focieties fit-
ting, not at Edinburgh, not at-a placethat they durit name, but for
the purpofeé-of conduting this'bufinefs, kept fecret, that the pro-

- ject migh¥ hot be difappointed : then they [ay, we muft, however,
bé expeditious, Heflians and -Auftrians are already amoag us,
(they were in the hofpitals,) and 1f we tamely fubmit, a cloud of
thefe armed barbarians ‘may fhortly be ponred in upon us ; Jet us
form then ariother Britith Convention.  (What was it, a Con-
vention of the People’? and a Convention that was to affume
contronling power over the Legiflature?) We have a central {i-
tuation in our view, which ive believe would be moft converient
for'the whole.ifland ; but which we forbear to mention, intreating

our confidence in this particular, ti:l we have the anfwer of the
jcietiés, with which we-aie at correfpondence : let us have your
an{wer then by the 20th at fartheft, earlier it poflible; whether
you approve of the meafure, and how many delegates you can
fend, with the number, if poflible, of your lociety. :
.‘Let me alk now, Was this to be 2 Convention of the People,
or' a Convention of Societies, alluming the charaller of the
Convention of the People ? | SN .
" Nowlet us obferve how near this projeét was being carried
mtoefle® ; let us have your anf{wer by the 2o0th at fartheft; and
then, as in the Britifh Convention, all things were to be con-
ductéd by the Secret Committee! So here the letter concludes
We have dppointed a Secret Committee for this bufinefs,—~you
will judge how far it is neceffary for you to do the fame. .
~ Then we'come to the proceedings at Chalk Farm. And when
it was Trated at' Chalk Farm that the Friends of the People would
not agree in “the meafure of holding a convention; it met with a
univerfal groan,’ the company at leaft amounting to a large body
of men, I dare fay about two thou [and. - . |
“At'the énd of the minutes of the meeting, you will find there
is fubfcribed a fmall note, in the hand-writing of the prifoner at
the bar. - | |
" Soon after that, the bulinefs was broke vp -by the apprehen-
fion of the prifoner and othérs, which has led 10 the means of
this profecution, |
" "Gentleuicn, I have before told you that I concerved that it was
incumbent on me to thew the condu&t of perlons who were the
parties ghgz_’iged in the conf{piracy. Now, Gen_tlemen, you will
find that ofie of thofe perfons-who attended this-meeting en the
20th of Japuary, 1794, was a very active.member 1n this Lop-
don Carrefponding Society, and likewife gne of the Committee
of Correfpondence and Co-operation : he himlfelt gives this ac~
couit of thie proceedings of the'2oth of January 1794, and other
R | T2 - . crcums
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circumftances. It s Mr. Thelwall ; he. fays, I bave deen far
four cr five months almefl ihe fafe labourer, the anly -avowed 8ans
Cusites 15 ihe countfy. [ tell you.in plain terms, { am .a republi~
cony a avwnright Sans Culzte. And he {ays to the perlon toiwhoit
he writes, 1su heve 150 much veneratisn for property, oo much relt=
g1omy @G {33 mich 3w, . . R S
- Havirg now gone through the written evidence, 1 have now
to flate to vou the parole evidence; not indecd the whole, for
that will be received better from the witneffes. -You will-ind on
this part of the cafz, that after the difperfion of the Brutith Cons
veniton 1n Bdinburgh, after it was feen that the law was {tfong
enough to beat down a contpiracy of that kind, a&ting by their
merenaked numbers, they conceived it became then necefidry
to att witharms, - 2 SRS
Now, Gentlemen, on that part of the cafe where a general
confpiracy of this fort i1s eftablithed amongft afhhated {ocieties,
extting in Scotland, Sheflield, Norwich, Manchefter, and va-
ricus parts of the kingdom, all aiming at the-{ame end, all alt<
ing on the fame principles, all invelved in the fame projedt,
namely, the having a Convention from different parts of the
untted kingdoms. It would feem odd, that in thefe different
parts of the kingdom, in Sheffield, Scotland, and in London,
we thonld find arms of a {ort and denomination; not lately-heard
of 1n this country, nor in thefe later times, except as exifting i
France. L
Butyou wili ind from theevidence that I have tooffer to you,
2nd you will rot be furprized if 1 fhould tell you, that in.the |
poekets of tome of the perfons mentioned in this indi¢tmént,
parties in this conipiracy, in thefe very alts of forming the coms
mittee of correfpondence and co-operaiton, (and it wili be laid -be
fere you, that 1t was difiributed in mere places than in the Lon-
con Correlponding Scciety,) was a pzper, in the form of a plays
bill, whetein was reprefented, on the 4th of April, 1994, to.be
performed the Guiliotine, or George’s Head ina Bafket, a papey
in which that {acred perion is contemptuoudly fpoken of,.as well
as 2l :t1znified orders, under a hudicrous reprefentation of them to
their countiy, were coomed to the lamp-irons to fufpen{ion.. But
this isnot to be wondered at, 1f you could find that Mr. Thels
wail couid retire from Chalk Farm, and taking up a pot ofipor-
ter, and cutting off the froth with the knife, fay,” Thus I wonld
crve oll Kengs, ‘ -
t vou believe {uch language as this can be ufed, you will
nct o¢ {urprized to find pikes with thefe men and their -affociates
nt witl you be {urprized to find mufkets with thefe men
and their ailociates. S
Do notlet us be puzzled with the great do@rine of the
Bili of Rignts, that every man has a right to_provide himﬁ:}l’f
wit
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with arms for his own defence, but
be to fay. what they had them for.

- Now you will-find, that Mr. Yorke, who was a member of
the London Conflitutional Society, will be proved to yon as flat,
ing, ‘that he was going among the Sons of Liberty, in Belgium,
to bring into this country the true defendess of . Liberty ; after-
wards you find, that he had been propagating at Sheffield, the
fame as thefe other facieties had been at iandan, namely, that
it was neceffary that the people fhould arm; hence you will find,
that at Sheflield, pikes are made, and théy inform the prifoner
at the bar that the pikes are made, and he delivers letters, in-
forming thofe who wanted them, that they may fyynia them.
felves with them in Green-arbour. court, or lome -other place
in this town; I think that there may have been a large import
of pikes nto this part of the conntry. But that 15 not all, you
will find that thele idezs of arms were carried further, You will
find there was a plate fhewing the manner of the military exer.
cife, which was engraved and publithed with explanations, and .
that fome of the members formed a fociety at- Lambeth, for the
very purpefle of praftifing military exercife; {mall indeed in their
beginning, but that is nct to the point,. You will alfo find that
the.prifoner gave to Mr. Edwards a direCtion where he might
furnifh himf{elf with pikes from Shetbeld,and he gave an order
to Mr. Williams for fome mufkets, for the ufe of this fociey,
with this reltraint, that he (hould not become employed unlefs
lie became a member with them. You will find accti_r(zﬂgly.that
they drill at particular places, You will hkewife fee what 1s.na<
tural enough if it fhould happen after yon find a refolition ena
tesed in the book of the {ociety fos Conllitutional Information;
that there fhould be a black beok to enter in it the names of
the enemies of their country, and at which you will not be {ur-
prized at finding perfons n thele affiliated focieties, holding
converfation about feizing the moll auguit perfon in the king-
dom, of feizing the moft angult perfonages in the lepiflature, and
pesfons in the Houle of Commons, and by means of which they
could know their fitvation and their purpole. - C

On the whole, T thall fubmit this wriiten evidenceto you,
calling the parole evidence to prove a great part of the cale, call-
ing fome witnelles who were perfons employed by governiment
to watch over the proceedings of thele Societies, and therefore
became privy to fome ot their tranfaélicns.  Indeed governmest
would have been wanting 1o ntfelf, If knowing that these exifted
fuch Societies who were aCuated by fuch defigns, they had not
taken fome means of precauiion in order to deleat their mifchie-
vous intentions, | | o

I think allo at Sheflield they had got to making an inftrument
called a Night Cat, the ufe of which 'was to-apnoy the horfes,

. by

the q_uef'tiaﬁ of the Jury will
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By rumning into their feet, thus preventing them fram gmng
forward. 1 government knew of thefs projects going 'oiy’in this
country, 1t would kave been very.blameable indeed if it had hefi=-
tated to make ufe of fome of thefe men; to know what really was
going forward. b

It is the great proiznce of a Briti(h Jury that itiis ablé, ihnd_
Gud forbid that thefe projects thould ever give the reﬁ&&lén, at
2 Britith Jury are nut able,] to give all'due attention t9- the évis
dence, and {ée what credit is tu be given to the mtnefﬁ.s who
come ‘before them.

I have forgot to mention to” you that you will III\GW!E‘! find,
that about the time that this Convention was thought of, there
was 2 new Conftitution 10 be thought” of ‘for ‘thefe Sacietics.
You will find in this new Conftitution to be framed, they fpeak
of a Royalift as an epemy to the Iiberties of Ris' country; and a
BDemocrat as a friend to the liberty of his country, and the whole

was thrown into fuch a fcheme and {yftem, as was to- add phy-
fical ftrength to the purpefes of that Cumentmn ‘which was to
zflums political and civil’ duthority, - ‘

If you find from 2li thefe circumftances under the dlre&mn of
the Bﬂnch that the Charge amounts'to 'High Treafon, and-the
Conflitution is reduced to a muferable pals indeed, if therefpect
duc to the adminiftration of the law is fuﬁ‘erec‘ to be robbed mn
2ny manner; if you find that to be the cafe, you will do that
which is your duty on behalf of the public, which is due to yotits
{clves, to the public, to your pofferity, in pronouncmg hlm

B1ity. “
: Butlf on the other hand, after hearing his cafe fully ﬁated and
fuily attempted to be proved, you are c:f()pmlon it 15 not ‘provéd,
or that the offence 1s not made out according to the allowed
interpretation of the {latute of Edward the Ii1d. I fay in con-
clufton, 1 join in the prayer which the law makes, that In that
cafe God fend the Prifoner a good deliverance.

-I--I-

T homas Maclean {worn.—Examined by Mr, Bower. S
&. What are you!? | ; _..+-_l
4. 1 2m one of his Majefty’s meflengers. SRR

Q. Did you go at any time to the houfe of Mr. Thﬂﬁ'ias
&damc, in Tooke s-court ? :

4. 1 did. T
9. What did you feize, hooks or papers? : (ol
4. Books and papers, both. Co
£. Whendid yougo there ? - . SRR
£. On the 12th oi May laft. S
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"Q“,Whac did you do wuh the papcrs and bﬁcﬂxs y‘au Fc"
thgr;ﬂ g .
I. kept| them in- mv pnﬂ“eﬂiumtdl I hadm Led thctn all
Q Wil you]ooL at this letter, and il me whether (hfs IS
ane.of the papess 2, (4 paper foewy bim.}, . z

4. Thisiis.ane, by the mark on it, itis aletter af Mr. HMT
'dy s, dated zyth of March, 1704.

l

.If;- 1 IJ
‘ L

1 h L-' ’
I |-l 3 - .l..

- Alexander Grar:t fwern, ancl examined b M,; Bgti;rer[_ ':,
3 Q”Du you kuow, the priloner at the bar, Thgmas Hﬂl‘dj{ \

44 YES.H Lo e .. ; . R -1 : ‘: .
£.. Do you "koow bhis hand writing ? R
Yo B
-Q Have }fou ever feen hun wnte? oL
.- 1. have. N

I LD 1 :
{ :r% ;Loak at that lctter, and- ten me whether }r(m b?],i?'{ﬂ_lt to
be of his own hand-writing? |, T

A: 1 have never feen this letter, I cannat {ay_ whetiii'ér ﬂﬁé 1&'—

ter is or is not his hand-writing, J
¢ 2. Doyou believe it, according tn 1hebeﬂ of mur bellef 1hat
It 1§ .his own, hand- writmg? I AT e ™
.rf? I really cannot take on me to fwéar 1"31’? it m’ Szl 2o

" 9, Youare notafked to l‘wwr,,L }ou"are ked’ afs: tg jfdur bé-
lw{ , . -.,.:,, . ““.*'._‘ 4
.4 Ibehf:ve it i, but T capnot fwear it ié..'jr‘ et
M. Bawsr. You are afked for no tore. ¢ 0 T

Mr. Hardys Letter, March '2;1, ; ,94, wasﬂﬁa%ﬁread By thﬁ
e Clerl» ot lh{: Cuurt, a5 fol lows s | - '

4 ‘: ] 'I':"ﬁ" -"'
.:_ -

-

| o _ 46 March'é'], F794s
¢ Tothe 'Seérefsiry of the Society. fur'Con[hmtmnai Infom_}afmn. |

« CITIZEN, .

« 1 am dlre&ed by the” London Correfponding Society ta
tranfmit to, ‘you the. following. I'Lf{JIITIOﬂS (0 .the ouciety for

\1#1

Conftitutional Infurmatloh, and to requelt thie ]LﬁflmC'IlS of-that
fociety refpecting the 1mportant mealures 0 hn,h*i the .prefent
Jun&ure of aftairs ﬁ:x.ms to rf,q'..g:re “Th €. er' n‘:i Currcf gnd_ |
mc:r anme[y concuves ‘that the mnment 15 arr"'n.d w'nen a iu:ﬂ
and explicit declaration 18 neceffary from all the frl nds of free—
dom, whether the late illegal and unheard-of prohcutlms and
fentences {hall determine us to. abqnaon mir‘céu e, or {hall excite
us to purfue a radical reform with an ardotir” propirticazd tg the -

magnitude of the objelt, and with a zeal as dr.lhngﬂ%ﬂled orour
parts as the treachery of othcrs in the- faine gio;.‘mus canfe is'no-

-~ Jttjiul(}lliiq
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