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Mir. Thezoa:l.— There is a circumftance, my Lord, which
myv Counfel have infoermed me would entirely qualh this indiét-
ment as far as regards me, if I wereinclined to take advantage of
it. My cefleripticnisnot rights I am defcribed as an inhabirant
of K¢jimuifter, whereas § refide in the Liderties of the Dutciy of
Lancafier. Anzious as I am to have iy condu@ examined into
by my country, 1 defpile the idea of availing myfelf of any paltry
fubteriuge. 1 ieel periedtly convinced, that when the long ex-

eCted day fhall come, no Fsuzf? Jury can fay otherwife than

- : - -r;'lll 53
do ngﬁ ,—}" :; g;!lll |

Nir. Bsnrey then faid, @] ‘ceg that your Lordfhips will allow
me 2 few words belore we quit the bar, [ affure you, if T had
been arratgned ifor anv known and certain treafon, for murder, of
for felenv, 1 wounld afk no favour of your Lordthips ; but when
1 fiand beiore you upon a cale, inwhich fand I belizve 1 have
your Lerdihips' opinion in my favour on the fubje@) if the faéls
charged againit us fhould be proved, there would ihill be very
great doubt uvpon the lawy Itruft I do not make an improper
requeft when 1 {ehait your Losdthips, that we may be allowed
zs many of the ttie comforts and conveniences of life (to which
w2 bave bezn accuftomed) as may be confiftent with the fecurity
of our perfens.  Your Lordthips, T am (ure, will agree with me,
that a Hituation in which 2 man can neither fleep by night, nor
ca't his eye on 2 ray of comfort by day, is not much adapted to
prepare his mind for {o important a trial as mine—and yet, my

1

Lorcs, {uch is my fituation.

““1 b:g tobe underfteod not to intend the fmalleft infinuation
init the Sheriffs; their Janguage and their countenances, when
they vitited me yefterday in my cell, {ufficiently convinced meof
the concern they felt at notbeing able to afford me better-accom-
modation. My requeft, therefore, to your Lordfhips is, that
we mzay b2 remanded to the cuftody of the Governor of the
‘Tower, where we have been treated, for two and twenty weeks,
wiih the greatelt humanity and attention.” .
Mr. Rizetzr and Nr. Bavier alfo cemplained of the want of

2c¢ommo003tion in the places where they were confined.
~ y
Yhe Lord Prefident.—¢ 1 muf} repeat, that the Court can only

refer you to the difcretion and humanity of the Sheriffs, who

have already undertaken to pay attention to yeur complaints.”
M. Attsrncy General.—< My Lord, as the Prifoners have fig-

nined their defire to be tried feparately, I move that Mr. Hardy

be ;r';fd arit ; and that the warrants, made neceflary by a late Act
ci 3

: :rliamue}nt, for coritituting the commiflion, be recorded.”
_AMr. Ertkine, swho, together with Mr. Gibbs and Mr.
Vaughan, Counfel for the Prifoners, had come into Court du-

§ingt

ing tie rezaing of the IndiQment by the Clerk of the Crown,
apologized
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apologized to the Court for their momentary abfence, as not ex-
pecting the bufinefs of the Court to begin o early. He under-
ftood that Mr, Horne Tooke had ftated, and truly, to the Court,
the total want of communication between him and his Counfel,
owing to his unexpelted removal. He therefore confided in the
- difcretion and humanity of the Court, that they would, in fome~
degree, remedy thisevil, by not proceeding to trial ull Tuefday
next at the foonaft, in order to afford an interval for fuch com-
munication between the Prifoners and Counlel as was neceflary
for their fafety. o

‘The Attorney General {aid, the Prifoners were duly apprized
of their betng to. be arraigned as on this day, - Their removal -
from the Tower to Newyate was arranged to take place as late as
poffible, ‘in order to prevent their being embarrafied by interrup-
tion in their communication with their Friends and Counfel. Of
the prefent objection he had heard nothing till the prelent mo-
ment, which he was convinced was unpremeditated, elfe he was
{atisfied that the Counfel would not have concealed it from him.
As the great object, however, he had in view was, that a Jury -
of the Country ihould ultimately decide whether or not thofe
charges were well or 1ll founded, which a Grand Jury had alrea~
dy declared were not totally deftitute of foundation, he was ready
to aflent to the delay propofed, and therefore had no objeétion, if
the Court fo willed it, that the trial of Mr. Hardy fhould ftand
over till Tuefday. '

"The Court accordingly decided to poftpone the commence-
ment of the trials till Tuelday next. .The Attorney General
fuggefted to the Court, either that they muft meet on Monday
next, for which day the Petit Jury were fummoned, or elfe they
muft be fummoned afrefh for Tuefday.

The Court direfed that the Sheriff fhould give notice to the -
Gentlemen of the Jury, that their prelence would not be neceffary .
till Tuefday ; and that the Court would meet on Monday morn-

ing pro forma, and fo adjourn over to the following day, then to
proceed to bulinefs.

The Court was then adjournecf titl Monday next at eight
p’clock in the morning.

T

L o

MonpAY, OCTOBER 27.

The Court met -at {even o'clock in the morning, pr forma,
and adjourned till feven o’clock in the morning of the next day. .

. THE



THE TRIAL OF THOMAS HARDY.

SESSIONS-HOUSE, OLD-BAILEY.

TuvEsDAY, OcTOBER 27, 1704.

HE Court met precifely at eight o’clock, when the Prifoner,
Mr. Thomas Hardy, was put to the Bar, and the names of

the Jury Dnmg called over, and 174 being prefent, the Lord Pre-
{ident orde red them to form the Pannel.

The Coark of the Court then addreffed the Prifoner:

Prifoner at the Bar, thefe good men you fhall hear called, are
thofe that are to appear betwezn cur Sovereign Lord the King
znd you, on the trial of your life or death; if therefore, you will
challenge them, or any of them, you muft challenge them as

thev ccmz to the book to be fivorn, and before they are {worn,
and vou thall be heard—The Clerk then proceeded to call

Mzior Rhede, of Lemon-ftreet, Goodman’s-ficlds, Efg. and

{ugar-bater.

Mr. Erizirz, 1 challenge him. |

C“ les Dighv, Mare-ftreet, Hackney, Efq.
vir. Erjizme. 1 challenge him.

Ir. ditsriey General. Lﬂt the challenges be made public,
that we may Lnow who is chal‘enged

E\Ir. E’;T‘:::f‘. I have no objeCtion; but the Court being {o
full, T was not wiliing to give the gentleman the trouble of
geiting 1nto the boxes. :

Mr. itsrney Generzl,  1defire not that the gentleman fhould
come out of his piace ; but I d=fire that the challenges may be
publiciy made.

Thomas Martin, oilmar, King Edward-ftairs, Wapping.—

Geerge jefzrys, of the Strand, jeweller and {ilverfmith.—

Hug"l reach, of Rathbone-place, Efq. and apothecary.
Mr. £rfziie. 1 challenge him.

Robert \Mnf“l of L1n1~11011fe, fhip-builder, .
Mr. £rjzme. 1 challenge this Juror.

\Vi‘lzam Harwood, of Hanwell, Efq.

KIT. .u‘:.r?'f"I..' G::f ::.ru] I Ch....l “HHE hl;n-

James Hegarth, of ‘Scuthampton-place, New-road, Efg. and
but'ds
LI )

Nir. ditsrezy General, 1 challenge him.
Mr. Erfre, 1 challenge bim.
Robert
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Robert Lewis, of North-end, Fulham, Efq.—Having the

gout on me, 1 would beg leave to be exculed.
John Walker, of Kenfington-fquare, Lfg.

George Wade, of Southampton.row, Bloomibury, ftock-
broker.

Mr. Attorney General. 1 challenge him,
‘Thomas Buck, of Afton, Efq.—Sworn.
Thomas Ayliffe, of Kenfington-fquare, Efq;
Mr. Erftine. 1 challenge him.

Thomas Wood, of Hanging-hill, Ealing, Efq. and coal
merchant.——Sworn.

Mark Hudfon, of Bow, Efq. and brewer.

Mr. Erfkine. I challenge him.

John Mandell, of Southampton-place, gent.
Mr. Lrfkine. 1 challenge him,

Henry Bullock, this fide of Colnbraok.

Mr. Attorney General. I challenge him.

John Powfey, of Poplar, carpenter and Turveyor.
Mr. Erftine. 1 challenge him.

‘Thomas Rhodes, of Hampltead Road, cow-keeper.
Mr. Erfkine. I challenge him. |

Fdward Helime, of Parfons-yard, Efgq. Kenfington.—~1 am
not a freeholder of the county of Middle?ex.

Mellrs. Martin, Fefferys, and #alker, who before had been
{fworn, then obferved, that they were not frecholders of the
county of Middlelex, and that they would have mentioned it
before, but they did not know it would excule them.

Court. "Then you may withdraw. .

Mz, Frfline.  1do not make the objection.

Csurt.  Such of the gentlemen that are not freeholders of the
county of Middlefex, muft withdraw.

Thomas Martin, .
9. Are you a frecholder of this county ? .
M. Martin, My freehold is in the city of London, in Cow-
lane, Welt-Smithheld. -

Csurt.  You may withdraw. )

Mi. Attorney General,  Have you any cc:pyhbld eftate 1n the
county of Middlelex ¢ | ;

Mzr. Mariin.  No, none.

George Jefferys of the Strand.—I am not a freeholder of the
county of Middlefex, |

Court. Then that gentleman may withdraw.

John Walker, of Kenfington-{quare, Efq.

9. Are you a irecholder of the county of Middlelex ?

Nr. FFalker. 1 am not.

Thomas
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Thomas Buck.

9. Are you 2 frecholder
Mr. Buck. 1 amnot.
Thomas Wood.

QI %re voa a frechoider ?

R Y es.—oworn,

Ter‘ri , Holmr:'-: of Young-ftreet, Efg.

Mr. Aetor ey Goneral, 1 challenﬂe him. -

'W iiam Frafer, of Queen Square, Bloomfbury, Efq

. Are you a freeholder:

?'k Frafer. 1 am.—Sworn.

%Pﬂﬂv Pellatt, of St. ]ohn s-{treet, C]erkenwen 1roRMonger,
9. Are you a frecholder?

Hugh Ronalds; of Brentford, Efq. nurfryman,
.Q “Are you a freeholder of this county ¢

I am.

I\Ir. Erfeme. 1 cha‘:lenge him.

Thomas Harrifon, o G"a} Inn-lane, cow-kcepcr.
.Q f&re VOU 3 fr-ﬂeho der of this county

am.
ZMr Erftine. 1 challenge him.
Dazniel Goflet, of Edmonton, Efg. and broker.

F

. Are you a irecholder of this county
4. I am not,
Richzrd Meux, of Ealing, Efq. and brewer.
Q( Are you a freehoider of this coant}
4. 1 am not.
Dicker Saunéers, of S'H‘bul')’ —I am not a frecholder. Iam
cne of the people called Quakers. '
Calvert Clapham, of Dn'*“-ﬁreet, Weftminfler, gent.
.;.% Are vou a frecholder of this county : -
4. 1 am not.
John Leader, of Tottenham-fireet, gent.

9. Are you 2 freeholder of the county of Middlefex
71

’\Ir. [ ﬁ?re Are you a freeholder and copyholder of: the
v'*lue ot 1cl, pervear:

. Yes. 1 am a freeholder of 10l a year.

1ﬁ.f[zr Eiftire. 1 challenge him.

John Guett, of Clerkenwell, Efg. 2nd potter.—~F muft beg
leave to wnform vour lr-;rd‘“mpu, that {ome time back, I had'a
dreadful fall, which hath hurted me fo, that it is 1mpoﬁ" ible {or
me 1o fit two hours in one pofture.—Excufed.

Charles Fourdrinier, of Charing.crofs, fationer.

,Q I.-.re vou a frecholder of the county of Middlefex ?

-

Adam
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Adam Steinmetz, of Limehoufe, buifcuit-haker. |
9. Are you a freeholder of the county of Middlefex ?
4. Yes.
Eave you 2 frechold and copyhold of the value of 10l. a year?
Yes.
Mr. Attorney General, Are you 2 natural born {ubjet !
A. Yes, Sir.—Sworn.
Alexander Baxter, of Kenfington, Efq:
g Are you 2 frecholder of this county ?
No, I am not.
Richard Child, of Old-ftreet, diftilier.
9. Are you 2 frecholder of the county of Middlefex ?
A. No, I am not.
Jeremiah Blakeman, of Limehoufe, timber-merchant.
| % {(’-&re you a frecholder of the county of Middlefex ?
es

.Q:. Are you a frecholder and copyholder to the amount of 10/,
a year ¢
A. Yes. .

%{ Erfkine. Ichallenge him.
obert Kilby Cox, of Great Queen-ftreet, Efq. and brewer.

- 9. Have you a frechold to the value of 10/, a year?
A, Yes.
Mr. Erfhine. 1 challenge him,
Richard Hunt, of Windmill-lane, Efq.—Iam not a freeholdcr.
James Payne, of Turnham-green, ]i.fq |
Q Are you a frecholder of the county of Middlefex ? ,
A. Yes. I am afrecholder to the value of more than 1o/, a
ear.,
! M. Attorney General. 1 challenge him.
Newell Connop, diftiller,
9. Are you a freeholder !
A. 1am.
2. To the value of 10/ 2 year?

A, Yes.—Sworn.
‘William Sandby, of Teddington, Efq. and banker.—A per-

fon {poke for hlm. "and begged Teave to addrefs the Court in be-
half of him, that he is 76 years of age.—Excufed. -
John Mercer, of Uxbridge, mealman.

2. Are you a ireeholder ¢
. Yes. -
9, Are you 2 frecholder to the amount of IOZ 2 year ?
4. Yes.~Sworn.
John Rickfon, of Hermitage-ftreet, Wapping, <ooper, -
9. Areyou a freeholder of the county of \/Iiddlafe\c ?

A. Iam.
H = 9. To
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.K To the amount of 1c/. a year? .
. Yes. My -nzame 1s {pelt wrong in the notice that I havc
..hf*re I fpell my name Rixon, and this is{pelt Rickfon.
Ciers ;.t is {pelt right in the pannel.
Nr. dfzorney Geheraf Ichallenge him.
Thom-sSa er, of .Bow, Efg. and diftiller.

. Are you a freeholder ?
-ﬁ Yt—-b

9.. Is ycur copyhold and freehold together to the amount of
1cl. a year?
. 4. Yes.—Sworn.

Edward Hale, of Highgate, gent,

Q. Are you a freeholder ?

4. Yes, tn the amount of 10l. a year.
Mr. Erfiine, 1 challenge him.

zorge Fillingham, of St. John’s-fireet, Clerkenwell, Efg.
and hop-factor. ]
.Q_ Are you a freeholder ?
. Yes.
To the amount of 10l. a year?
:g' YE.:: } -
Nir. Erfhme. I chellenge him.
Samuel Rudge, of Elﬁree, Efg.—Iam not a freeholaer, ‘
William Perry, of Hillington, Efq
| .% Are you 2 frecholder ?
4. tam,
2. Are you a frecholder to the amount of xol, a year?
4. 1 am.
Mr. Erfzine. 1 challenge hlm
Richard Gough, of For*_,r-hjll Enheld, Efg.

..2_ ATe you a ; freeholder of the county of Mlddlerex )
. Yes. .

") To the amount of 1ol. a year ?

f Y*E*-

Nr. Erfeine. 1 challenge him.

Jofhua Brooks, of New Road, Tottenham-court Road, déaler
in birds,

2. Are you a freeholder of the county of Middlefex : )

A. My freehold is in the city, in the parifh of St. Dunftan’s.
“Thomas Lawrence, of Strand on the Green, Chifwick, .Efq,
2. %re you a4reeholder of the county of Middlefex ¢

A.

Thomas Skip Dyott Bucknall, Efg. of Baker-ftreet, Porr-

mzn-fquare.
..‘;?_ Are you 2 frecholder :

.d g muP cjult fpeak firlt. I have been long ubje to a ver)r
nervous
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nervous cough, and I am apprehenfive that I cannot fit out a
very long trial. T come to thew my refpe& to the court ; I'am
a freeholder, but my name is, I believe, not entered on the free-
hold books.

Lord Prefident. If you really think yourfelf not able to
fupport the fatigue of a long trial from your flate of health, I
{hould, for myfelf, be inclined not to prefs you on this fervice.

Mr. Bucknall. 1 have not been in a-play-houfe for feven years,
merely from fear.

Lord Prefident. You behave-very honorably in paymg a pro-
per refpect to the court, Dby appearing, inftead of attempting to
make an excufe by others. Weleave it to yourlelf ;"if you defite
to be excufed on account of your ill health, you may. -

Mr. Bucknall.  As there are many exceptions, I mll ftand this
time, only do not call on me any more. -

Lord Prefident. 'Then you will {erve now ? ¢

“A. T will ferve now.

Mr. Erfkine. 1 cannot think of prefling Mr. Bucknalh -1

challenge him.

John Blackburn, of Edmonton, Efq and merchant -

.,2, Have you a freehold? . - .-

- 4. Yes, of 10l, a year. -

Mr. Erfkine. 1 challenge him. - "

Samuel Mills, of Moorfields, weaver. —1 am only the. tenant
in poffeflion. I am not of age till I am thirty-five, by my fa-
ther’s will. My father left, in his will, all his eftate to my bro-
ther and me, and appointed truftees ; and we are not of age till
we are thirty-five.

James Oliphant, of Cockfpur-fireet, hatter.—I am upwards
of feventy years of age.

Jofeph Bird, of Cock-hill, Ratcliffe, Efg.—I am not free-
holder.

John Dorwill.——He is not here. |
Thomas Powell, of Tottenham-high-Crofs, Efq. and mer-

chant.

2. Are you a freeholder?

A. 1 am.

2. To the amount of 10l. a year?

4. Iam., | .

Mr. Erfkine. 1 challenge him. | o

William Emerfon, of Bufh-hill, Enficld, Efq.

9. Are you 2 frecholder of the county of Middlefex?
4, No.

Nathaniel Stonard, of Bromley, brewer.

.Q IAre you a frecholder of the county of Middlefex ?
am. .
H 2 - 9.'Te
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9, To the amount of 1ol. a year ?

4. 1 am.—Sworp.

Joleph NMawley, of Toitenham-ftreet, gent. .
9. Areyou a frecholder of the county of Middlelex ?

A. I am not. .

Thomas Alien, of Bur-ftreet, Eaft-{fmithfield, brewer.
£. Are you a {reeholder of the county of Middlefex ?
A, Yes, _

Q. To the amcunt of rol. per year ?

4. Yes.

Mr. Lrftme. 1 challenge him,

fohn Baker, of Ealing, Efq.

L Areyou z freeholder, Sir?

A. I am.

&. Tothe amount of fol. a year?
A. I am. '

Mr. Evftinz. 1 challenge him,
Wililam Row, of Tottenham-high-Crofs, Efq.
L. Are you a freeholder of the county of Middiefex ?
4. I 2m not.
f2mes Smith, of Ealing, Efq.
Q. Are you 2 freeholder ¢
A. Yes,
wir. Lyftine. 1 challenge him.
ryan Marfhall, of Hammerfmith, gent.
Q. Are you a frecholder?
£. Yes,
L. To the amount of 1ol. a year?
A. Yes,
Mr. Erftine. 1 challenge him.
Yoleph Nicoll, Neafdown, Wilfden, gentleman farmer,
0. Are you a freeholder ?
A. Yes. .
9. To the amount of 10l. 2 year?
4. Yesy I am.—Sworn.

"Thomas Bird, of Limehoule, diftiller.—I am not a frecholder.

Robert Vincent, of Ealing, Efq.—I am not a freeholder,
David Roberts, of Ealing, Efs.

2. Are you a freeholder ?

A. I am.

Q. To the amount of 10l. a2 year?

A. Yes,

Mr. Erferne. 1 challenge him.

John Rudge, 1 am zhove 7o years of age.

George Brooks, Efq. and banker, Green-ftreet, Grofvenor
g

9. Are
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9, Are you a frecholder ¢

A, I am not, “

William Arnold, of Q]een Square, IL{g.

9. Are you a frecholder ?
A. 1 am not. ,
Thomas Nixon, of New Ormond Street, Efq. and merchant,
.2 Are you a freeholder of the county of Mlddlefex? '

. No, .

Thomas Smith, of Upperﬁde, Ealing, Efq. and diftiller.

Q. Areyoua frecholder of the county of Mlddlefexi‘
A. I am.

Of 10l. a year?

% Yes. ’

Mzr. Erfeine. 1 challenge him,

John Charington, of Mile End, Efq. and brewer.

9. Are you a frecholder of the county of Middlefex ?

A. Yes, of 10l. a year.—Sworn.

George Rigby, of Stoke Newington, Efq. and Irifh factor.—
I am no freeholder.

Thomas Allen, Bur Street, Eaft Smithheld,

9. Are you a freeholder of the county of Middlefex?

A. Yes, of 1ol. a year.

Mr. Erfkine, 1 f{hall challenge this gentleman, I fee he is in

a convenlent place,
Andrew Burt, of Charlotte Street, Wapping, Elq.
9. Are you a frecholder ?
A. Yes, of 10l, a year.
Mr. ./f!famey General. 1 chailenge him.
Charles Smith, -of Bromley, diftiller.
9, Are youa freeholder?‘
A. Yes.

9, Are you a copyholder and freeholder together to the value
of 10l a year?

A. Yes. *
Mr. Erfkine. 1 challenge him,
Archibald Paxton, of Buckingham Street, wine merchant.

9. Are you a freeholder of-the county of Middlefex ?
A. Yes.

2. To the amount of 1ol. a year!?

A. Yes,

Mr. Erfkine.. And I challenge him too.

Ralph Keddey,—I am no frecholder. |

]Ghn HorﬂeyJ uf Bull’s Crofs, Enfield, Efg.—~I am no
{recholder. -

Willtam Nicholl, a farmer, Harlefdown-hlll near Harrow.
- 9. Art
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Are vou a ffc‘.hﬂldcr ¢
YC::
T

¢
=<
4.
9. To the value of 16/ 2 year: - -
A.
Mr. Erﬁ:me I challenge him.
¥dward Frapklin, of Willden, farmer.
9. Areyoua frecholder ¢
4. Yes.
9. To the value of 10l 2 vear t 1..
A. Yes. I amupwards of 66 years of age, and I have oot

fuch 2 complaint in my bowels, that I do not know how to

itand.

Niichael Hen]ev, of Wa ppmﬂf coal-merchant.

f} ::.r:: vou a frecholder of the county of Mlddlefex ?
o

9. To thevalue of 10/, 2 year:

4. Yes.

Mr. Erfone. Ichal!enge him.

Tohn Thompfon, of Chilwick, brewer.

2. Are you a freeho‘der of the county of Middlefex ?

.a Yes, 10/ a year. |

Mr. E£rftine. I challenge Mr. Thompfon.  Be fo good as
to aﬂ{ Mr. Thempfon whether his frechold is in Middlelex ¢

. It Is.
.,2‘ And not 1o London ¢
A. No

M. E?:fn.f.’f. I challenge him:
Jofeph Ainfley, of Broad-ftreet, St. George’s in the Eaft, coal-
merchant,

Q. Areyoua frecholder of the county of Middlelex ¢
A. Yes
.Q To thﬂ value of 10/ 2 year ?

, Yes Sworn.

The twelve Jurymen fworn to the trying of the caufe, were
a5 follow:

T homas Buck, Thomas Wood, William Frafer, Adam
Steinmztz, Newell Connep, ]onn Mercer, Thomas " Sayer,

Richard Carter, Nathaniel Stonard, Jofeph Nicholl, John Cha-

rington, and Jofeph Ainfley.

The Inc 16’cment was then read over to the Jury, and the Pri-
foner giver. them in charge, informing them that he had put him-
feli on s wial, on God and his country, which country they
were, and their charge was to inquire whether he is Guilty or
not ; if they found him guilty, they were to inquire what goods,
lands, arnd tepements, he had at the time he committed the trea-

fon ;
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fon ; and’if they found him not guilty, they were to ‘inquire
whether he fled for it, and if they found he fled, then they were
to inquire what goods, lands, and tenements, he poflefled at.the
titne of fuch flight. e -

The IndiGment was opened by Mr; Wood, as follows:. -

Gentlemen of the Jury, this is aninditment againit the Pri-
{foner, Thomas Hardy, at the Bar, who, together with John
Horne Tooke, John Augullus Bonney, Stewart Kyd, Jeremiah
Jayce, Thomas Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, John Richter,
Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard Hodgfon, and john
Baxter, inthe Indictment are charged that they traiteron{ly con-
fpired, compafled, imagined, and intended to ftir up, move, and
excite infurreion; rebellion, and war againft our Lord the
King, and to fubvert and alter the legiflative rule and govern-
ment now duly and happily eltablifhed in this kingdom of Great
Britain, and 1o depofe our faid Lord the King from the Royal
ftate, -title, power, and government of this kingdom, and to put
and bring our {aid King to death, . ~ |

The firlt- overt aét charged on this indiCtment is, that they
met, confpired, confulted, and agreed among themfelves, and
together with- divers other falfe traitors, to caufe and procure a
Convention and Meceting of divers fubjects of our faid Lord-the
King, to be aflembled and held within this kingdom, with in-
tent and in order that the perfons to be aflembled. at {fuch Con-
vention and Meeting, fhould and might, wickedly and traiter-
oufly, without, and in dehance of the authonity, and againit the
will of the Parliament of this kingdom, fubvert, alt, alter,
and caufe to be fubverted and altered the legiflative rule and. go-
vernment now duly and happily eftablifhed in this kingdom, and
depofe and caufe to be depoled our faid Lord the King {roni the
Royal ftate, utle, power, and government thereof. ., . -

The fecond overt act charged is, that they did compofe ‘and
write, and did then and there malicioufly and traiterouily caufe
to be compoled and written, divers books, pamphlets, letters, in-
firucions, refolutions, orders, declarations, addrefles, and wrl-
tings, and did then and there malicioufly and traiteroufly publifh,
and did then and there malictonfly and traiteroufly caufe. to be
publifhed divers other books, pamphlets, letters, inftiuétions, re-
{olutions, orders, declarations, addrefles and writings, fo refpec-
tively compofed, written, and publifbed, and caufed to be com-
pofed, written, and publifhed, purporting and containing therein,.
among other things, incitements, encouragements,. and exhorta-
tions to move, induce, and perfuade the fubjeéls of our faid Lord
the-King to choofe, depute, and {end, and caufe to be chofen, de-
“puted, and fent, perfons as del_egat:cs,\ to compole and}.conl}iftutg

- s
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fuch Convention 2nd Meeting as aforefaid, to be fo holden ag
aforefaid, for the traiterous purpofes aforefaid.

The third overt act 1s, that they tratteronily did confult and
deliberate among themfelves, and together with divers other falfs
traitors, of and concerning the calling and aftembling fuch Con-
vention and Meeting as aforefaid, for the traiterous purpofes
2forefaid, and how and when fuch Convention and Meeting
fhould be affembled and held, and by what means the fubjeltsof
our faid Lord the King fhould and might be induced and moved
to fend perfons as delegates to compofe and conflitute the {ame.

The fourth overtact is, that they traiteroufly did confent and
zgree ameng them{elves, and with other falfe traitors, that Jeremsah
Joyce, John Auguftus Bonney, John Horne Tooke, 'Thomas
Wardle, Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, John Baxter, Rich-
ard Hodgfon, one John Lovatt, one -William Sharp, and one
John Pearfon, fhould meet, confer, and co-operate among them-
felves, and together with divers other falfe traitors, whole names
are to the faid Jurors unknown, for and towards the calling and
allembling fuch Convention and Meeting as aforefaid, for the
traiterous purpofes aforelaid.

The filth overt alt is, that they traiteroufly did caufe and pro-
cure 10 be made and provided, and did then and there maliciouily
and traiteronily confent and agree to the making and providing
of divers armsand offeafive weapons, to wit, guns, mufquets,
pikes, and axes, for-the purpofe of arming divers fubjeds of our
f2id Lord the King, in order and to the intent that the fame {ub-
jects thould and might unlawfully, forcibly, and traitersufly op-
pole and withfland our faid Lord the King in the due and lawful
exercife of his royal power and authority in the execution of the
laws and ftatutes of this realm, and fhonld and might unlawfully,
forcidly, and traiteroufly fubvert and alter, and aid and -aflit 1n
fubverting and zitering without and in defiance of the authorit
and agzinit the will of the Parlizament of this kingdom, the legi-
ilature, rule, and government now duly and happily eftablifhed in
tais kingdom, and depofe, aid and aflift in depofing our faid Lord
the King.

‘The fixth overt act is, that thev did confpire, confult, and
zgree among themlelves, and with divers other falfe traitors, ta
raife, levy, and make infurreftion, rebellion, and war within this
kingdom of Great Britain, again{t ourfaid Lord the King.

‘Tre feventh overt act iz, that they traiteroufly did confpire,
confuit, 2nd agree among themfelves, and together with divers
other falfe traitors, to {ubvert and alter, and caufle to be {ubverted
and zitered, the legiflature, rule, and government now duly and
kappily efiablifhed in this kingdom, and to depofe and caufe to

2 depofed our faid Lord the King from the Royal flate, title,
power, and government of this kingdom. | T
he
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. The eighth overt alt is, that they did traiteroufly caufe and
procure to be prepared and compoled, divers books, pamphlets,
letters, declarations, infiruétions, refolutions, orders, addreffes,
and writings, anddid then-and there malicioufly and traiteroufly
caufe and procure to be publifhed and difperfed, divers other
books, .pamphlets, letters, declarations, inltru&ions, refolu-
tions, . orders, addrefles, and writings, the faid feveral books,
pamphlets, letters, declarations, inftructions, refolutions, or-
ders, addrelfes, and writings, fo refpectively prepared, compofed,,
publithed, difperled, and cauled to be prepared, compoled, pub.
lithed, and difperfed as laft aforefaid, purp :rting and containing
therein (amongft other things) incitements, encouragements, and
exhortations, to move, induce, and perfuade the fubjeés of our
faid Lord the King to atd aud affilt in carrying into effe& fuch
traiterous fubverfion, alteration, and depofition as laft aforefaid,
and alfo containing thérein, among other things, information,
inftru@ions, and diretions to the fubjeéts of our faid Lord the
King, how, when, and upon what occalions the traiterous puf- :
poles laft aforefaid thould and might be carried into effect.
The ninth and laft overt adt is, that they did procure and pro-
vide, and did then and there traiteroufly caufe and procure to be
provided, and did then and there malicioufly and traiteroufly
confent and agree to the procuring and provi@ing arms, and ot-
fenfive weapons, to wit, -guns, mulquets, pikes, and axes,
therewith to levy and wage war, infurreétion, and rebellion
againft our faid Lord the King, within this kingdom, againft
the duty of their allegiance, and againit the peace of our faid Lord
the now King, his crown and dignity, and againft the form of
the {tatute in that cafe made and provided. To this IndiCment
the Prifoner has pleaded Not Guilty, whereupon the iffue is
juined, o :

"The Cafe was then opened in the following 3 -

SPEECH OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL.

Pleafe your Lord{hip and Gentlemenof the Jury, inthe courfe of
ftating what I have to offer to your moft ferious aitention in this
great and weighty bufinefs before you, affeCling, as it certainly
does, the deareft interefls of community, andafiecting, as you will
remember throughout thisbufinefs, every intereft whiciican be va-
luable to the prifoner at the bar, I fhall have {tequent occalion to
call that anxious attention to the different parts of the indiétment
which has juft been opened to you. Why I forbear to do {o at
this moment is, becaufe I think that attention will be more ufe-

i i uily
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fully given and acquired, both with refpect to the public and tc
the prifoner, in another part of what I am now going to
fiate.

entlemen, theprlener who 1s before you {tands charged, to

L L

~e indi&ment generaliv, with the offence of compafling his

L

{tae
ATzicftv’s death.  He wascommitted on that charge by his Ma-

jeftv’s Privy Council. I wiil explain to you why 1 ftate thefe
and the following facts. In conliquence of the apprehenfion of

this prifoner, and of [everal oth-rs charged by this indilment,
and of others whofe names do not occur in this inditment,
procecdings of fome neteriety weie had in parliament, and
an 2@ paifed, empowering his Majelty to detain {uch perfons
as he {ulpected were cor{piring againit his government : that ali
afferted, that a traitercus and deteftabie confpiracy had been
formed for fubverting the exiiting laws of this country, and for

¥

introducing that fyftem of aparchy and confufion, which hath fo
fatally prevailed 1n France. The adl, on the {pur of emer-
gﬁr.ci'; was to contribute to authorife his Majefty’s Privy Ccun-
ci! inthe detenficn, without mainprize or difcharge, the prifoners
ther in prifen {or high-treafon or trealonable practices, or who
fhiould 2:terward bz apprehended under f{uch circumitances, till
the frit of February, 1793.

Gzntlemen, this meafure, which did not fufpend the opera-
tion of the Habeas Corpus act, that grand palladium of Englith
libarty, but with reference to particular perfons, under particu-
lar commutments, for particular offences, is a meafure never ad-
mitted 15 thic country by Parliament, but in cafes in which, after
eiving all poflible attention to the {ecurity of the rights of the
{ubjedl from being broke in upon, it is found to be the Jaft pof-
iibie receflity, and which hath been repeatedly put in force in
tha baft of times, in {everzl cales where the wildom of Parlia-
ment zpprenended 1t was conlifient with the meafure of their
dutv, that the nation fhould part with 1t’s liberty for a while, that
it might not lofe 1t forever.

Gentlemen, appearing belore you this day in the dilcharge of
that duty which I have given me to execute, in the execution of
w hich, it appears to me 1o be abflolutely neceflary, as vou will col-
128k from the {act, that 1 do appear herethis day, I have to obferve
to vou, that according to the true conftitutional meaning of {uch
an Act of Parllament; 1t is not that the trial of {uch perfons thould
e deian
but that the A& fhould, with reference to the time of trial, be
aliowed 1n the night execation of 1t; and it’s operation only
{hould be of that extent, which a due confideration of the public

fety, tempered with 2 dueattention to tie liberty of the fubje&,
s 1or, '

red during the particular days of the fufpenfion of the A&,

Gentlemen,
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Gentlemen, the proceedings of the Legiflature having beer
iuch as 1 have flated to ycu, his Majefty, -in the exercife of his
duty, as the grand confervator of the public peace, dire@ed a
-commiflion to iffue, to enquire whether any. fuch treafons had
‘been committed by any perfons, and by whom, In the execu-
tion of the duties of that commiflion, a Grand Jury of this
" country hath declared, on their oath, that there is ground of
charge againft the perfon at the bar, and againft others, {ufficient
to call on them, on a trial to be had before you, their country,
to anfwer to an accufation for High T'realon, in compafling his
Majelty’s death.

. have ftated thefe circumftances to you in as ftrong terms as
I can, expreflive of this obfervation, that no proceedings of parlia<
ment ought to have, and I am perfuaded, that no deliberation which
they gave to the fubject, had any influence on the judicial mind
of a Grand Inqueft; neither cught thefle proceedings to affet
your enquiry, or indace you, 1n the determination which you are
to make, on the iflue you are now {worn to decide upon.

Gentlemen, there is not one circumftance of any proceedings
before parliament, with reference to which you ought to fuffer
your minds to be influenced in the trial or decifion of the cale
betore you. ‘

Gentlemen, it is obvious, that {uch proceedings as were had
in pariiament, providing for great emergencies, may be required
and authorifed by the genuine {pirit of the Legiflature, even in
cafes in which the Grand Jury would not be juftified in finding
a bill of indi@tment. It is much more obvious, that in a pro-
ceeding before you, the wildom and the propriety of the legiflature
isnot atall involved, You, therefore, gentlemen of the Jury, will con+
{ider the prifoner, as {tanding before you, in the full poflcflion of
an abfolute right to the prefumption of innocence, notwithftand-
ing his charge in this indiétment; except fo far as that pre-
fumption is made by the fimple falt that he hath been
accufed of by a Grand Jury of his country : and, before I conclude
thefe oblervations, you will permit me to fay, that, if there has
been any thing that bas fallen under your confideration by acts,
or publications, that may have turned, or made any attempt to
influence your minds, or any thing that may this day fall from
any of thofe employed to try this grand caufe, you will not
fuffer it to work any prejudice on your minds, either againft the
prifoner, or on the prifoner’s behalf: on the other haad, I am
perfelly fure, that your integrity will be a fecurity to the pub-
lic. You will not.let any attempt of that kind make any im-
preflion ‘on your breafts ; and, on the other hand, I need not
alk an Englith Jury to let theni have any fuch attempt to influ-

2 ence
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ro tnfitence them 1n his favour. -
(entlemen, 1n order to underitand the law of treafon, as laid
11 the indictment, 1 {hall take the liberty firft to flate to you the
charalter, which, I apprehend, is neceflary for the proteGion of

thofe, whele perion and government the ftatute avers it is.
(zntlemen, the power of the ftate, by which I mean the
power ¢f making laws, and enforcing the execution of them
vhen made, 15 veitzd 1n the King; enacling laws in one capa-
» 0 his legdlative charaller, by and with the ad-
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vice and confent of the Lords {piritual and temporal, and Com-.
mons in Pariiament, alembied 1n pariament, according to the

izw and confirtuuorzl cuttem of England 5 and in the other ca-
)

— .-
iy, (22
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to the law when made, and acting with the advice thereof, when
1t hath been {o mage.

Gentlemen, the King's authority under the check, the con-
ditutional and legal proviions and limitations, convenes and
regulates the duratien ‘and exiftence of parliament; convenes
thole, which, according to the law and cuftom of the country,
he ts brund to cal to aitend the King in the parhiament, {itting
in his reval poliiical capacity, and the Lords and Commons af-
fembiy, form the budy poiitical of this kingdom, by which is
exercifed fovereign authority and legiflation.  While the pre-
fent Yaw, the prefent conititution, and prefent government of
(Great Britain exlits, no law can be made, bat by that authority,
Lo !Egiﬂr—;'m nower or authoritv can be created égainﬁ the Wm,
or in defiznce, of that authority, whether in any, or any where
conlituted.  An attemptto create {uch a power is treafon, by the
{tatute of the 25th of kdward the Third, for as in the King the
power of legiiiaiion 1s velled, {o alfu 1s the executive power of go-
vernment to be exerciied with the advice of parliament, and to be
xcrcifed according to thofe laws which are the birth-right and in-
Leritance of the {ubject. Huving on him the care and prote&tion
of the community, to m, in retum, alfo the allegiance of every
i5dividuzl, according to the iaw of Ingland, is due; that alle-
gance, by which tae fubj=dt is bound, in the language of the
itatutes of this country, 1o defend him againit all traiterous con-
f?ira:ies and attempts whatever, whether made againft Ins perfon,
crowd, or his digmity; 1t afcertains to whom this care and DIO-

-, -

t=CHon s commutted ; it afcertatns to whom this aliesiance 1s due,
5 n ol which, aceording to the opinion of the venerable
-Jnﬁi:t.::ing High Trealon i1s necérfary to the peace
iy 3 1 aicertains and dehaes accurately, what
allegance, {o effentially and abfolutely
1 2l ihat your anceltors have claimed,

demanded,
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demanded, and inlilted upon, as the antient undoubted rights,
and liberties, of your country. The former of thefe objedls is
fecured by the law and conltitutional cultom of England, that law
which fecures to you every rigiit you have, whether of perfon of
praperty: It hath made the crown which his Majelty wears
hereditary, fubjelt to limitations by parliament ; .and I beg your
attention to that, The latter fubject harh-been moft anxioully fe-
cured by the ttatute referred 1o i the charge, which brings for-
ward the indictment which you are now to try. The King hav-
ing this hereditary crown, the law and the conflitution has alfo
defined his duties, thele duties which it is incumbent on him to
execute for the benefit of his fubjedts, in the oxecution of which
duty, they have arded hun with money, and, in confideration of
fuch fervice, they have clothed him with aignity.

Gentlemen, with refpect to the duties of the I{ing, they attach
on him the inflant he becomes fuch; {o allo, the moment his
title accrues, the fame 1nitant the duty of allegiance from the
fubjed, the breach of which is High Treafon, attaches to him ;
he recognizes his duty in that oath which- he is bound to take
on him at his coronation, to prommie, 2ad fwear to govern the

eople‘of this country, according to the laws and ftatutes in
pariiament agreed upon ; mark the words, gentlemen, and the
laws and cultoms ot the [ame, that, to his power, he will caufe
law and joiftice, in mercy, to be executed ; that he will maintain
the laws of God, and the.tre profefion of religion eftablithed
by law. This oath, as ftated by that great, venerable Judge,
fuflice Folter, 1s a public recogaltion, not only of the duties of
the King, but the 1undamental rights of the people, thereby
being impreliad on hint 3 and throushout this cafe, 1t cannot be
too {trongly recoliected that it impoeles on him the ‘moft facred
-obligatien, v govern according to the laws and ftatutes in par-
liament affembled, andaccording to the laws and cdfioms of the
famme, and no other. Addrefling this Court, which is a Court of
Law, in which.you, the jury, are foworn to make a troe deli-
verance, accurding to the laws of England; can 1 imprefs 1t
too itrongly, and it casnot be [uppoled by polhibility,” that the
King can, counliftzntly with this oath, -and with the antecedert
- duty, recognize any unplicit engagement, and which the terms
of it might engage him, cither 1o adt, or can he permit himfelf
to aft, zccerding to the rules of government, by any bodies ad-
vice, alfumning any charalter, funltions, or {ituations; thele
rules of government being to operate as-laws, the {tatutes agreed
upon in parhiament, and the laws and cuttoms of the fame, only
excepted ; this ftems to be a neceflary conclufion of reafoning, to
be addreffed to a court of law, that thofe that confpire, not to

remove him out of the government altogether, if they confpire
to

'
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to remove him from that government, againft that flatute, if they
cenfpire to remove him from the title, power, and government,
which the inditment, you will find, prefently mentions, it is to
fubvert znd alter the rule and government now eftablithed .in
this kingdom ; he ought not to{o govern, he cannot {o govern, he
is bound to refift {uch an attempr at the hazard of all it’s confe-
quences. Reliftance neceflanily produces depofition, or it en-
dzngers his lite.

To the king, on whom thefe duties are incumbent, the law
and conftitution, jor the better execution of them, has affigned
varicus councils, and refponfible advice; it hath clothed him.
under varous conftitutional checks and provifions, with vartous
a2itributes and prerogatives, as neceflary for the matntenance of
the civil liderty of the people; it afcribes to him fovereignty,
imperizl dignity, and perfection j and. becaufe the rule of go-
vernment, 1n this kingdom, cannot exift, for a moment, without
a perfon filling that office, it zfcribes to him alfo, that he
never ceafes to exift. In foreign affairs, he makes war and
psace ; In comeftic concerns, he is a conftituted part of par-
Lizment, ke has power to raife armies, and is the great confer-
vaior of the public peace, bound to maintain and vindicate the
grezateit truft that ever was repofed in man; the fountain of ho-
pour, office, and power; the great arbiter of public caufes,
znd the head of the national charge. I hope it will not be
trought amufs my flating this much, becaufe it appears, that
fuch are the duties and prerogatives, that the fovercign has, in
this country, all exifting for the protection and fecurity of the
peeple, 1n an eftabiifhed form of government. This accounts
for the anxiety with which the law watches over his perfon:;
this accounts for the effe@ of ever compafling of his death or
depolition; as it feems to co-exift with an intention to fubvert
znd alter the conftitution, it appzars to be 2 defign to depofe

nim,under which the conftitationis, and by which the exercife of
thoie conflitutional powers, appears to be created.

Gentlemey, confonant with this, the tenor and language in
the caarge of every indi@ment, is moft clearly expreffed. Lord
Hale fays, that a more high offence cannot be, than that com:
mited more immediately againft the perfon and government of
the King; I cancot ftae it more ftrongly to you, or from an
authority whofe authenricity will be lefs queftioned by you, when:
I ftate to you the opinion of one of the counfel for my Lord
(eorge Gordon; indecd, it is no more than what follows the
expofition of the law of England, as-delivered by all it’s grear
lawyers, when it {tates it’s principle thus, to compafs or ima-
gine the death of 2 king; fuch inteation or purpofe, vifible
only to ts great author of our being; mult be manifefted by fome
OYET
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overt act ; this 1s the definition obvioufly direfted,. not only to a
{ecurity. of his natural perfon,” but to the ftability.of his govern-
ment ; the life of a prince being fo interwoven in the conftitu- -
tion, . that an attempt to deltroy the- one, 1s a rebellious” confpi-
racy again{t the other. S F

~'Gentlemen, it:will be my duty to {tate to you prefently what
is the law of an attempr againft the life of the King,

Gentlemen, it feems, therefore, that before the ancient laws
of Kngland were changed, which even in the cale of a fubjedt,
held the intent to kill, homicide, as well as in any cale of a
king, the intent to kill or depofe him, without the proof, the fa&,
where the meafures were taken tocffeCtthe attempt, was treafon 3
with a difference, however, as to the nature of the alts. .

That is ftated again in the words of the great and venerable
.authority ; I mean, Mr. Jultice Fofter, who fays, that it was
with great propriety that the {tatures of trealon obtained the ri-
gour of the law 1n1s {ull extent in the cafe of the King; in
the cafe of him, fays he, whofe lite muft not be in danger, be-
caufe 1t cannot be taken away by treafonable practices, without
involving the nation in blood and confufion; levelled at him, the
ftroke is levelled at the public tranquillity. That I may be tully
underftond what it is that I have to contend for in the courfe of
this trial, 15 to put you in mind again ot that which I have be-
fore {tated, .that itvis abfolutely and not lefs neceffary to the fecu-
rity of individuals, than it is for the fecunty of the nationat large,
that the perfon and government of the King fhould be fecured
on the other hand, the crime of high treafon fhould not be unde-
termined, it ihould not be left either undefined inthe law itfelf,
orin the conftruétion of that law ; this is not to be colleéted merely
in this country from realonings at this time, obvious enough to .
be {o colle@ed, for theexperience of your anceftors has informed.
you ; and 1 beg toimprefsit on your minds,in what is to be found
in their annals, in which no man knew how he ought to {peak
or to fay without {ufpicion of high treafon, 1n the anxiety which
the preamble to the ftatute of Edward 111. exprelles, and the
expreflive language which your anceltors uled, proves when
the provifion of that {tatute was firlt inftituted, in the code of
laws under which we all live.

Gentlemen, I admit too that it may ultimately fave your time,
that I treat the fubje& thus on the outlet of 1t ; that before this
ftatute was made, on which the indi¢tment now before you pro-
ceeds, this neceflity for the fecurity of the {ubject was not {uffi-
ciently provided for 3 and Ifay yet, with that {tatute in our code,.
with thofe who fay it is not {ufliciently provided for, :if any con-.
ftruction is given to that {tatute which the legiflation did not in-.
tend it to receivey it is neceffary on thefe heads to trouble y?lﬁ'
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o1 i CoThin, 18 not more neccﬂlar) for the
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v whom, and uader what mode the {overeign -
and exui mo e coumrv, under which ail arc to

e {ubjeCt. No government can exiy, except this power 1S
pizced fomewhers ; zad an attempt to fubvert that power 1s an
attempt on ine eftzbifhad law, Ir 1s aifo neceilary, that an at-
tzmpt cf that {urt fhould bz cwarded avaﬁf’r belng teo fevere!}!
handied. "fhecfznceagunit p nisular laws does not Inyolve

re defiruttion of the ate, the & ﬁ:l&ﬁﬂ of all laws, but

~
Y
T

which leave laws for the {ulicient p: otection and fecurity of li-
a b . :

‘ tiie reafoning of that great Judge Hale, who fays,
thot the greaincis ¢ f 1h-’::-ﬁﬁa.:n;2, and the feverity of the puﬁlih-
; cnfin, 15, berave the faﬂ**;, pf:.—.ce, and tran.

he kingdum x ivghiy concerned, and the fafety and
¢ poTicn, Grgh 11y, and covernment of { the King;
ne lzwsoer vz kingdom bave civen 2l poflible fe-

ard therelore 2+
Stv 1 *he K r v
curity 10 2 King's ;::L.-n and g: vernment, and punithes any
- o e 'l:.t_
eltélppl zgainit ity iy the n.n.l'fi'i 1&1’: v,
1 - * *
b

To deferibe this graat ofence 15 wwhat the legiflature in King
vzrd tl ird’s t1me, propoled toperform, when they enac-
w2 venerable and revorend flztute on which this indid&iment
; for the 1370 precile {1Lﬁnition of this crime, as
v i5e cutharty of coencil it was defining that
ammon iew had nat b::..m..a fnfhciently extended in

).

fn t‘l

bd @
|
—
t’::
C
|
Y 14
e
o
L ]
o

i

4

o

S
- =
£J

[ ek

h

II"'.I

. 9
s
b

- .

leit.r of it You will mark the words, they
bele s It wasmads boea qt: th= common law was _not found

' TR o the perfon and henour of the
H: 1t only to the p er{on nd honour of the fove-

¥
z.{0 an adequatz fecurity for the laws committed to his

B 5
v

=i
o
t‘.‘l" -
4
i\
-
o
ol g
~
r-+ Pt
(%
3
"y
"1
Il1
ol
Y
1."1
—
-
-

'

o
1

o3
-ri

L3
¢
-]

a2y
-]

poem| ' D
=] :
§.1

(4

o

ok TR

i

-
&

-

ol
4

v
F)
¢
pet
r"

ary it 2 Caurt of Law, fworn to make de-
t0 th:;t law which conititutes the feat in
¢ are twe propofitions which appear to be
ie, that | oughit net, that I cannot dare to
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becn commiticd, ender this flatute, any ofience, if
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honour of tne foversign, 1 the d € exemtmn of the laws, he
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hus, nuvinineiets, ali the {ecuritv which the faw hath authorized
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you to give him, and God forbid that you thould think of giving
him any more ; on the other band you are bound by your oaths,
if this law has been violated, and if the falt ot violation Is
proved by evidence, convincing 1n its nature, and fuch in its form
that the law requires, for the law in this cale-requires not only
convincing but formal inquiry ; and if the evidence be fuch as
the law requires, in evidence and form, you are bound to give
to the prifoner that verdict which the ftatute violated would give,
and which the ftatute intended fhould be given.

Men of honour and confcience alting under the fanétion of
a law, though of different opinions, it muft take them to the -
{fame conclufion whillt judging of the fame {alts by the fame
law, whatever the principles of government may be, however
.they may differ in the effelt of the faltslaid down. - In the trial
of a perfon whofe name I fhall have abundant realon to men-
tion to you In the courfe of thefe proceedings, The author of
the Rights of Man ; it was judicioufly, truly, juftly, and ftrongly
admitted 1n fat, that if the Jury had been compoled of, that
is, if there were twelve fuch men of this country, republicans,
withing to a&t from confcience, and from the nature of their
oath, which is to give a verdiét according to the law, if they were
convinced that the crime had been committed, no man would
have the audacity to fay, that they could be capable, for a mo- °

ment of not coming to the conclufion, which the falts call for,
on the law that they are fworn upon.

‘The preamble to he ftatute on which this indiétment pro-
. ceeds, Is to the following cffett; 1t ftates, and it ftates moft
truly, that divers optnions had been had before this time, that Is,
the time of the 25th of Edward I1]. in what cafes treafon thould
be faid, and what not; the King at the requeft of the Lords and
Commons, has made a declaration, that 1t {hall be treafon to
compafs or imagine the deathof ourLordtheKing. Orif any man
do Yevy war aganft our Lord the King; orif any man be adhe-
rent to the King’s enemies In his realm, giving them aid and
comfort in the realm or elfewhere, and thereof upon fufficieng
proof be attainted; by which words 1s underl{tood to be attainted
by evidence; be attainted of open dced by men of his own con-
dition.” And then, gentlemen, there is this, to which you are
bound to give your attention for the fake of the prifoner, as well
as for the fake of the public, the interefts of both are blended 1n
this: the adt further fays, becaufe many other like cafes of trea-
fon may happen in time to come, which cannot be thought of
nor declared at prefent, it .1s accorded, that 1f any other cafe
fuppofed to be treafon, which is not above {pecified, doth hap- -
pen before any Judge, the Judge fhall tarry without going to

judgment for the trealon, till the caule be lhewed and declared

k. before



[ 74 ]

beiore the King and his Parhiament, whether it ought to be judged
treafon or other felonv.

I defire to point out here, in the'moft marked way in which I
can itate, the anuﬂt} with which the parhament wilhed to referve
10 1tizit the judgment of trealon, not being treafons fpecified in

the fzatute, but being like trealons they would not truft the fuolect

10 anv court of nhr:f: on thzt point but themleives 3 1t gives an

o1 hentlcm*to“""h..h of Lngland, on the cafe of treafon, a degrec
of authoriv that dess not b._ht*:'r to decilions in courts of Judg-
menion any oLicr cafe w -IE'IE".'C" :

G: hen,ch, having rezd the {latute to you, it is not unim-
Doriant as it fzems to me, to oblerve that Hale and Fofter, who
1‘.:11& i‘::tﬁu the judicial and cther expofitions of this flatute,
h:n 'i: ted them, and expounded the {tatute under the weighty

tufien which they moit pow t.rfuﬂy claim, againft extending
atute by paniiv of reafon; this cu rcumfiance alone appears
me to give Infintte author tv to 1, the expofition which they

itate of iz as found and as being a ccnrdmcr to the nterpretation
ci if, which the ]egﬂzmrb mn Ld vard tht, third’s time meant to
e 6 it

r'l

Gen 1.'11‘1CI:. it may fave your time, and that of the court, if
you fiere }h rezdis ‘E the language of my Lord Hale,

the lanonace which he 1‘"1 S &S aﬂiu..rlblfw the nm.tﬂn}f which
: ‘ultice are under t conftrue it, under the real {pecificd
reafon. withont pa:it}f of zh*.. conilrudtion as to the trcaf(m itfelf,
¢ to conitrue it. Lord Hale thates it thus: Now,

g

crime of hl"f" e icn 1s the greateft crime againft
: *‘ 2nd duiy we owe 1o the foveretgn and to human lucu;l) .
7 il e g:.._:L L and moit fatal d: angers to the go-
¢ peace and happinefs ut the ngdmn

Of ‘Izte, and s thercfere df fervedly branded with the hlghc} 10~
' it ihe greaie upenalt:es Yet by thele hein-

. re before the ftatute of the 25th of
he fri of Hﬁnr)' IV, and thereforehe addf: yet

il Cppears how necet izrv it was that there fhould be fome fettled
undary for the crime of tre.:rm. How dangzrous it is to de-
pare irom :.'mh itztute, and not to muitply and enhance crimes
into trezlon by 2ambiguous words 3 and how dangerous it is by
contreéion and ﬁn:"om, {0 maLc trealons where the letter of
thz 12w has not made them. In another paifade, after having
iven his cmlmem on *'hia {tatute, after having {tated wha'g are
2 ai: vhich fall within the letter of it, and the {found inter-
P +on 0.. it ; he favs, that the great wifdom and care of par-
lizment has been to n.eep judges within the boundaries and ex-
{ this zct, and not to fuffer them to,run beyond it.

O
I_ .;a_l per rfuaded 25 thofe were Perfuaded that condudted the
defence
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defence of my Lord George Gordon, that we live in days in
which the judges of the country have neither inclination nof
courage to {tretch 1t beyond 1ts limuts ;- and thole who dare to
ftate 1t 1h any place in which they are not anthorifed to ftate 1t
in; do not that juftice to the country which is due to every
individoal) ‘

Gentlemen, having faid thus much, I now fay, inorder to be

perfétly underftood, that I do moft diftinctly difavow making
any cliarge of conftructive trealon ; that [ do moft diftinctly dii-
avow ftating, 1n this indi¢tment, any like cafes of treafon, not
fpecified in this flatute ; I do now moft diftinétly difavow {lating
accamulative or analogous treafon. 1 do molt diftinctly difavow
cnhancing by parity of rcafon that into trealon which is not {pe-
ctfied in this ftatute. And the queltion between us appears to be
diftinttly this, whether the defendant is gty of a treafon fpe-
ciied In the ftatute, and whether the evidence that i1s to be
brought before you amounts to that proof, {atsfalfory to your
minds and confciences (your minds and coniciences being pre-
pared to admit no proof but what you ought to receive under
the obligation of an vath) of treafon of an open deed {peciiied in
the ftatute. -
, Gentlemen, the indictment charges the defendant with com-
palling and imagining the king's death, and with having taken
mealures to effe@t that purpofe. That I may be thoroughly
underftood, you will permit mg to Hlate here to you, that there
is not only a manifclt diftin&ion, but a fettled dittin&ion, in the
courfe of judicial practice in trealon, fetded for no other caufe,
bhut that there was a mamfelt dillinélion m treafon, between
ike treafons, conftrnétive treafons, like cafes of treafon, ana-
logous or accumulated treafons, or various overt-alls of the
{ame trcalon. ~ |

Gentlemen, the bufinefs before you is, whether the a&ts laid,
or overt-afls of treafon, {pecined in the {tatute and Ipecified. in
the indi€ment, amount 1n all their arcumflances to open deed
done, by which a perfon may be probably attainted.  “T'he fpe-
cificd treafon is the queftion that a Jury is to try.  To explain
myfelf on this: 1 take it to be clear, and I will not in this ftuge
“of the bufinefs, enter into the difcuflion of what I call the clear
and eftablithed law of England concernivg trezlon, becanfe I
will not ina cale of high-treafon urge the matter any more thap
I would about a crime committed again{t any other {tatute, I
will not enter into the difcutlion on what 1s taken to be the clear
and eftablithed law of England, that which not only fecnres the
fubject in this refpe&, but without which no power can he faid
toexift. But I am authorifed to ftate to you, that the form in
decifions, which for centuries have prevailed; are to be taken to
' : K 2 - be

1
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b—’*tf&ﬂfms from the eflablifhed law of the falt; for inftance,
cofing the King, entering mto meafures for denohnﬁr the King,
complr ng with furewfn rs to invade the King, going tuafmmgn
cotniry to give invitation for the purpofe of invading the King ;
cenfpiring to raife an infurreltion, either to dethrone the King,
Or 0 Img'lfcn the hing, or to oblige him to alter his meafures,
or to remove his Counfullers, have been held-from the eftablifhed
law ¢f the faét, and by _deciiions hercmfora in Courts of Juftice
to be trzafon; and, that thofe who intend to do fo. have been
ouiity of overs-alis of trezfon to compals the King's death 5 and
who will ieppeles that they were not ﬂ&inﬂ under the influence
vy memente, wiich, t"f“;. W, “ought to guide.
re 10 fucceed them 1n the feats ]udﬂment Yet
5} ir very werds, which hav‘* concurred with
into tee bargam, 0 the'conitrudlion and expofition
e, that wlb thels things are overt-adls of the fame
ciz =d in the Actof Parliament, becaufe the law
favs, that he that does that which may cnﬂang(,r the King’s
: W i‘.;,lsl:: I N en corrp'?ﬂmtr the King’s death ; if in
17e crdinary conrfe of things, the meafure which he takes is n
purioance of the purpafe W Hn_h nrit affect ing the I&mg while he
v cs, inthe ordinary courle of lhmm will bl‘i"ltr him to his grave
when he dies. This is not raifing cun”(rué'tne treafun

- - -Ii
L;Li-;-i-u-l.' :...l..tll.t, I-E ir.-r

» this is naf

raifing treafcnsbyanalogy; this ts not raifinglike caﬁ..a of treafon
it is {iating overi-acls of treafon, w hich are mealures. taken i m
purfuance. of the treaionable purpeles intended: which meafures

mav neceiiariy be as various 1n their kind, nay, muft nccelriril}r
.

Le 25 various in iheir kind as the w 2y’ 2 and means of which an
fa&s and open deeds of tiie human hieart can manifedt itfelf o
m—rml. fome one or other treafons mentioned in the ftatute,
antlemen, |1 uumxed it to you that Courts and Jurics have -
coniiantly done this in the execution of the flatute under which

this nJ.,mm:L... 1S fr...med if therefore they have done WIong
in doing this, 1f the lmerpretatmn they have made of the {tatutes
zre not right. 1f they have done it againit the approbation of the
. - *l-‘

1LATULTy L

hey have done it in the prefence and under the eye of the
+, which have exprefzly forbidden them to do it, the
conciufion on thatls, they have dene it right.

Gentlemen, the courts of 1211 argic unlform]y with adls, of
parlizment In this country § zcis of pariiament have been made

over and over zgain, to bring them back a2g21n to the flatute of
Fowazp 111, but we have lived to this hour and cannot find
thar they fhould {ay that the overt-a&t thould not be taken to be
zn aét of hish-trezion within the {tatute, becaule the flatutes

do not mention the various manners by which the human heart

.... . L g - "
may ihew 1z compaliing of this purpale,

o

G2ntlemen,



L 77 ]

Gentlemen, but this is not all, becaufe what one {ces charg&d
1s not only according to the laws of England ; but the proceedings
1n parliament are a parhamentqry expnﬁtlon, if 1 may o call it,
where the {tatutes have been thus conflrued, and ‘where thlS
‘diftinétion between the overt-aéls, in like cafes of treafon, have
been acted upon, propofed by one houfe to the other, and alfted
upon by the crown in executing the {entence. (Jentlcmen, the
diftinétion then only 1s, a like cafe of treafon, is a cafe not

{pecified i the flatute, but a cafe productive “of like mifchief

{pecihed 1 the ﬂature, but a like cafe of treafon before it be
procesded upon mult be fhewn to parliament.

But the fa&s, the opgn deeds, alike in nature and tendency,
but various in their circumftances, may prove the fame inten-
tion to exift n the minds ; that there may be many meafures to
exccute the fame treafon, and the like treafon, appears in my
mind to be obvious.

Gentlemen, I conceive what the treafon law fays is this,
whether the jury are {ully {atisfied about the evidence by which
they can probably attain to the conclufion, that the aét laid is-
an overt-alt of compaffing the particular fpecified treafon,
whether meafures are taken in purfuance of and to effeét that
which 1s {pecified in the Inditment, -

Gentlemen, I profefs for mylelf I am forry to trouble you
“thus much at large; but you will find 1t hath an application and
a clofe application to the caufe I have to lay before you; this is

an lmpmtant pubhc caufe, and thercfore we thould thorouwﬂlv
underitand 1it.  1'do not know what a conftructive ovcrt-a& 1S 3
but I do underftand conftrutive treafons, levying war acramft
his Maje!iv without declaring 1t to be L,vgm*:r War 1gam{’t nis
perfon, is conftrutive tren(on, as when men do thar which
will eventually efiect the King’s life, as levying war, or pulling
down prifons ot other houles, 2 re conftrudive tseafons, they are
fevied againft his royal M'gcﬁv, and it hath been held as Cone
flruétive treafons by the dectlions of judges of the -highelt:

charaller ;. this hath been permmtted to be proceeded upon as
fuch, many had been convifed on them, execution hath fol-

lowed, and no one hath cver doubted etther the law or the jultice
of thdf. determinations,

‘Gentlemen, but as for conltrudtive overt-afls of campaf“ ing
of the King’s death, were the indiétment lays the overt-act, the
compafling the King’s death, the fiep taken mult be fuch a
deed deliberately done as muft fatisfy deliberately the Jury, that
there was an jntention of depoling or putting the King in fuch
circumftances, according to the ordinary courle of maand fo
that his-life would be n danger.

Gentlemen, 1 before {tated to you for another purpofe various

atts,
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2&s, which are ad&ts of compalling the King’s dedth. I will

again repeat them to you, from that great authority Mr. Juftice

Foiter, depofing, entering into any meafures, confpiring to
imprifon the King, which you obferve may be done without an

actual intent to put him to death, is treafon; but you find the

rezion why that 1s held to be compafling the King’s death, ivith

the {2nction of ali times, and vartous {pecies of authorities that the

country could give, was becaule it was a defign to get his perfon

1nto the power of the confpirators, becaufe the courfe that’ the

law has taken Is not confined to attempts of any flagitious kind;

as poifon, ailzilination, &c. but the law has extended it to every

thing wiliully and deliberately done or attempted, whereby his-
life miav be in danger, and therefore entering into meafures for

depofing or imprifoning him, or to get his perfun into the power

of the confpirators, this offence was an overt-a& of treafon
within this fiawute, for, fays he, experience has fthewn that

between the prifons and graves of kings the diftance is very

{mazdd, and experience has not grown wezker m the hiftory of
theie mocern times. )

My Lord Hale alio fays this, that, though the defign of the
confpirators 1s not dire@ly and exprefsly the death of the King,
but fomething that in all probability vl induce 1t, this is ad
cvert-act of compafling the King’s death.

The inflance he gives is this, if men confpire to imprifon the
King by lirong hand, or by force, or even write letters for that
end: thisis an overt-zct of treafon.

What is the reafon he gives 2s the famein effc 3, though not in
terms, as that given by Foller, who fays it is in effcdt w0 defpoil
him cf his kingly government; and all experience gives to fee, that
tze realon given by Hale and Fofter are the fame, although the

erms are diiferent, “Imprifeument is the fame as depofition, and
he that compafies depofition of the King compailes his death.
I Is tne fame as depofition becaufe it isa temporary depolition of
his kingly government, which according to this Interpretation
of the law uivally ends in his death. -

‘Treafon, with regard to adhering with foreigners, 1s thus
coniittuted @ that 1f forsigners are not at war with vou, the
onence c(_ﬁﬂiiﬂs n g'oin'g Into a foreigr} country, or pl:rfmﬁng to
go there In order to 1nvite force into this kingdum 5 this can only
12!l within the branch of treafon, that branch of compailing the
King’s death.  If they are at war with you, it amounis to ang-
ther {pecres ; 1t is adhering to the King’s enemies.

Gentlemen, having {tated this much, I proceed now to confider
the indiftment, and 1 have ftated it to you for that pwi pofe, before
I mention the {ublance of the indiétment, aslaving my claim
z0 full credit with you that no man living can ftate it to you more -

'* ftrongly
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ftrongly. than I wifh to do, that we have all as great an intereft
in the true conftruction of this law .as any man can have, that I
may_at once repel from mylelf, the fuppofition, that. I mean to
extend the law, of treafan in the charge: that I have now brought
befare you, one fingle iota beyond what I conceive to be the
eftablifhed law in this country, as the law is that fays, the pro-

perty you bought ycfterday you may give to whom you pleafe
tG-mOI'I'{}“’- v

r

Gentlemen, the indi¢tment finding feveral perfons, in.cffe&
to be tried leparately, though indicted jointly, combined in a
particular adt, which 1 will ftate to you by-and-by,. has charged
them generally with compafling the king’s death; it has then
proceeded to charge them with meeting among themfelves to
caufe and procure a Convention of divers of his Majefty’s
fubjes to be held within the kingdom, and it not only flates
that the Convention was to be held within the kingdom, but to
be held with the intent and in order that the perfons to be affem-
“bled at fuch Convention and Meeting thould confpire, and agree
to meet wickedly and traitorouily, without, and in defiance of
the authority, and againit the will of the parliament of this
kingdom, in order to fubvert and alter, and caufe to be fub-
verted and altered, the legiflative rule and government eftablifhed
in it, and to depofe the ﬁipg from the royal ftate, title, power,
and government of this kingdom. R |

It then charges them for having publithed divers books,
pamphlets, letters, oydfers,_deglarations, addrefles, and writings,
purporting and containing Incitements, encouragements, and ex-
hortations to perfuade the fubjects of the King, to depute or
caule to be deputed, and.fend perfons as delegates in a Conven.
tion, but fuch a Convention and Meeting to be held for the
traitorous purpofes before mentioned. L
. The third overt-act charged in this indictment is, that they
had confultation .among themfelves, how, when, and where,
“fuch Convention fhould be affembled and held, and by what
means the fubje@s of the King might be induced and moved
to fend perfons as delegates to the {ame,

~ And it then charges, that thefe perfons did confent and
agree that Mr. Joyce, and feveral other perfons, named in the
indi&ment, fhould meet, confer, and co-operate among thems
felves, and together with divers other traitors, whofe names arg
to the Jurors unknown, for and towards the calling and affem-
bling fuch Convention and Meeting. It then charges the pyo-
viding themfelves with arms of different defcriptions, for the
purpofe of arming divers {ubjetts of the king for the fame pur-
pofe as before mentioned. -

" And then it charges th'.emt with conlpifing and agreeing
. among
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amang themiely es to make war in the Lmndem, and thclr con-
fpiracy is flated to be to fobvert the Ieglﬂamrc, rule, and govern-
n:e*lt of this kingdom, and to depofe the king. ¥rom the indiét-
ment, therefore, you will have to torm a conclufion, and if you
fhall not be fztisned that the calling of fuch a Convention was
2 means 10 effedt that compafiing and | imagination, yet you will
find, in the evidence that is to-be.lzid before you, even if you
pay no at tention to that circumftance, you will find fufficient
evidence of a conipiracy to_depofe the Ixmrr It then flates
again, that they pubthLd feveral bocks and other matters for
that pupﬂfe; and it 2}fo charges them with a further overt-adt,
providing arms for that purpme.

Gentlemen, now having a..ed before vou, thata mnfplracy
to depoie the Ning, and not ftated 1t to you in my own words,
that = cox piracy to depofe -the I\,.z:"‘: to 1mprifon him, or to
procure an Invitation toereto, with, fleps taken to effieét fuch
2 purpole, is wrezfon.  You will find that a confpiracy to depofe
the Kingis expreisly lzid m this mdiciment, which will be
ICILV ?:a?cd 0 vCU and if-2 mf‘ilpl*'::’l, to (Lpolc the }unﬂ‘

overt-act of h;h -treafon, permit me then to afk you,
- ! 2, to {ubvert the whole govcrnmeht
ofiticn of the King ; to fubvert the mo-

What can it ve, but high-treafon ¥
conipiracy the whole of the flate is 1n-
which the King is ne::':”anlv involved, becaufe he
Hv z2-part of.ity and 1t a;rmdy thewn, that con-
1im, 1S co*np:a fing his dezth. |
Gentienien, read, asvou zre, in “the hiftory of your country,

ieave to afz vou, if meafurcs had been taken, after

tﬂE‘ Re nﬂ on, to offedt a confpl r:':...), to dethrene King Wit

. King James, the confpiracy would not have con-

:{on, zithowh not actually meaning,

| :am? The law m §, you cannot mean
ut mes ning to endanger his life..

2 pro; : E had bzen to depofe the fame I\tng

a {nres had been taken on it, not with a view
1o back t: t'h ﬂ“ran._ James the Second, but ‘merely to

* rﬂi?a*n to his former caar,...&er, the Prince of
Orange, and not to reftors T\mg James, but to reftore a Com-
monwealth, 0 7 'le tore what they meant that are charged in

his indictment, If ot w as faid, that thefe people meant a full:
and fair reprelentatton of the people, can a lawyer be found

il fav tnat the guilt of high-trealon would not have
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know what will be ftated, but according
k0 the beit Lights whlch I can gather, it does not appear to
. e
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me probable, that any. man will ftate it otherwife. On .the
other hand, far be it from me to fay, as 1 would not wiih to
encounter ‘the authority of a country for cénturies, therefore-
I do not fay that I am certain I am ftating the authority of the
country, but I cannot conceive or imagine on what principles 1t
could be fuunded, if it was not high-treafon, '

‘Take it another way, could the regicides of Charles the Firft;.
sf tried for compafling the death of Charles the Firft; if, in-
ftead of killing him, they had only depoled him; could it have
been difproved by any man of common fenle, if they had con-
tended it, that though they woild have been guilty of ‘high-
treafon if they had placed another individual on the throne, yet
that they were not guilty of it, becaufe they depofed a King
without {ubflituting another King .in his place, but leaving the
government to be flled up by the Commonwealth. - Suppofing
it had happened after King William came to the throne, or-1n
earlier times,. that any {ét of men in this country fhould have
ventured to meet in an united affociation, for the purpofe of
depofing King Witliam, under pretence of afiuming a Converi=
tion of the People, will any man venture to contend, or would
it have been poflible to have contended, that becaufe they met -
under the pretence of being a Convention of the People,
that the confpiracy was not as complete in compafling the death
. of 'King William as if the confpiracy for compaliing the death
of the King had been by the fame perfons in fome after umted
focieties.

If I levy war on this country, I am guilty of high-treafon ; if I
confpire for to levy war in his Majefly’s dominions, 1 am guilty
of high-treafon; if T hold a fortrels againlt the King, I.am
guilty of high-treafon; 1f 1 am gutlty of high-treafon under
thefe particular charges, am I guilty of no oftence if 1 do the
fame alls for the purpofe of deftroying monarchy altogether,
and with the deflrultion of monarchy unite the depoling of the
King and monarchy at the fame time; what is this but doing
anact thatis involving i it high-treafon § and more high-trealon
in depofing the King ; more in brmging about al} that additional
anarchy confequent on a change, if deftruction can be called
change.

To affert that meafures taken for the total {ubverflion of the
monarchy of a country, including in it an intention to depofe
the King, are not overt-alls of compafling the King’s death,
merely becaufe the ftatute of the 25th Epwarp 111 has not
ufed the words, but have left juries to determine what are overt-
a@ts or overt-deeds ; for though the words are not ufed, yet the

{tatute include the words which the words comprehend; I fay
L ' if
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if this was merely afferted in 2 Court of Juftice, 1 {hould cer-
ta.nly fay to them that ventured to fay fo, that they had ll
co: f:dered the law; butif it thould be attempted to be fuftained,
I fhoud fay. that 1t deferved to have an obfervation applied to
it of an harther kind of language.

This indiéiment, befides charging the prifoner to depole the
King. in exprefs terms, alfo charges him with confp:rmg to call
z convention, againit the will, and in defiance of, and againft
the Luthority of parliament, for the purpofe of depofing him ;
1t chargss him zlfo with domng further alls, namely, of pub-
Lithing baoks, pa“]ph ets, letters, inftrutions, refolutions, orders,
declerations, addreiles, and writings, containing incitements,
inducements, and exhortations, to move, feduce, and perfuade the

ts o f the King to fend delegates to fuch Convention j which

e bt '"h cvert-acts, and evidence of overt-aéls of high-

trezion ; nzmelv, the conipiring to call the Convention, and the

ing inftruments for that purpoﬁ..

Gentlemen u._tere I ftate to vou the particular overt-adls, T
nuit trouble yeu with fome general obfervations, and I think it
wii} have 2 tendency 1o rende rintd]inib]e to you the complicated
rafs of evidence I have o lay before you. The Convention -
meant to be called by thefe charged with the confpiracy m this
154,51 ment, was, as [ fhall effectuzlly prove from evidence, a
Cinventicn of pes rfons who were to affume the charaller cof a
Conventdon of the people, claiming as fuch all civil and political
authority, propofi ng 10 alter the government, otherwile than by

!

the continuted legiflature of this kingdom, otherwife than by
theiz {famies, ,‘Tn: the king is fworn to rule and govern by at
the hazard of his life. If this is made out, it appears to me,
i 2PDEArS ﬂe_ceiT iiv on the part of all who confpired in 1ty that
thew arz guty of the attempt of nepu{mg the King, accord-
Ing 10 thc law; of dcmoﬁrﬁ him from that characer which he
holds in the gove ent, and to which he is fiworn.

It they co fp! e to affemble in a Convention, which is ag:unf’c
the vill of the Leg: ﬂature, and to adt in defiance thereof in fuch

C-iention, and iu far to afflume fou erexgn power, it is, accord-

ing 10 the law of England, a confpiracy to depofe from the
{evzre znwe, him, who under reitraint of the conftitution and
law, helds thet fovereignty. There cannot be two fovereign
7S in any ﬁf:tf:; there may be c&n*pucauon of authorities,
leveral am h rliies In 114b0rc11n:=.u0n ; but there cannot be two
LCITZh P Er n anv {ta If 2 mecting allumes the Con-
vertien of the people, the I\PG' aind Parliament muft be obe-
' 3 the mﬁ-emﬂg 7 the mecmw obedjent to the King and
115 1O be obedient to the King ang Parhament,

f
1" cannut efed its purpofe ; if it was to deihrone the King, it
IS
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is an overt-act of high-treafon’; if the Meeting means to oblige
the King and Parliament to be obedient to them, by the exer-
tion of open force, though 1t may not eflet its purpnfe, it
makes no difference, the law muft be the fame, if the eonfpira-
ters only project the Meeting, provided a ftep be taken by them
towards that Meeting ; becaule this, 1 fay, is a confpiracy to
couftitute a new fovercign power, it 1s a confpiracy neceffarily
meant to depofe the exifting power, and of neceflity to depsfe
the King; I fay, meant to depole, for I repeat it, whethier the
confpiracy is fuccefsful or no is very immaterial ; and I would
alfo {ay, whether the particular fa& of calling {fuch a Conven-
tion may be reprelented as not new in the hiftory of this country,
yet (till it is not lefs the means of compafling the King’s death.

There is alfo another diftinction, to which 1 would beg your
aticntion, and that is this, it is of no confequence, whether the §rft
mecting was Itfelf to be the Convention of the People, or was only
to devife the means of {orming a Conflituted Affembly, or Body
which fhould affume 1t for any a&t of ailembling it againft the
will, and in defiance of the amhornty of Parliament; any a&t
taken towards the convention of {uch a body, is an 2& of confpi-
racy againft the King; and any att done by fuch a body not
formed by the Legiflature, is an at done-towards the depofing
of the King from the fovereign power, who now has it vefted
in him, under the reftraints of the conftitution. - ‘

You cannot fet about organizing a body, which is to a&
without the confent and in defiance of Parllament, without
meaning to depofe the King ; becaufe you cannotdo it, without
meaning to frame abody that is to ufurp the powers of govern-
ment.

I think, from the evidence I {hall lay befere you, it will moft
abundantly fatisfy you, that the Convention to be called was
meant to be a Convention that was to alter the whole frame of
lovereign power 1n this country; that it was to form or devife
the means of forming a reprefentative government, to conflitute
in a body, founded on univerfal fuffrage, and ‘the alleged una-
lienable, and imprefcriptible rights of man, all the legiflative and
executive government of the country ; that a conipiracy of this
kind would De an overt-att of high-trealon, I prefume, cannot
be difputed, becanle 1t muft neceliarly mclude in it the depo-
fitton of the King.

I g0 further, and fay, if it had been intended to have retained
the nane and oflice of King, 2ud to retain it in the perfon of
the prefent King, creating a hew conflitution to aét with him-
(provided they would have allowed him to a&t with fuch a legi-
fation) in calling on him, to act contrary to his coronation vath,
it {till would have begn a conlpiracy to depofe him from his rule

L 2 . and
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zrid government of this kingdom, as now eftablifhed ; if he re-
fufed to accept, he muft be depofed from that authority, and if
he did accept. he could rot be the King of England, as now by
the law of England ; he -could not fo govern, he muft refift,
znd in refiftance 2ll the confequences of his life are in danger.

Thus, taking 1t in either way, and I care not with how much
audzcity the perfons calling a Convention, fay they are to be the
Convention of the people ; whether in order to take away the
authority of the King and Parliament, or to allow the prelent
King to act with them ; yet itis an overt-aét of high-trealon.
The King muft be depofed while a conititution is framing, as 1t
would be thofe that had fovereign authority that could frame i1t
as a conftitution, fureiv he is by parity of reafon, and not by
parity of reafon as flating a2 trealon not fpecified in the fiatutes,
cepoled. Tobe fure, he s depoled from his kingly government
as Lord Hale ftates it, as in cales of temporary imprifonment.
He could not, confiftent with his coronation oath, but rejelt 1t
when framed ; he muft rejectit, the confequence of which is, his
Lfe would be in danger; for to fuppole that {uch a meeting
which propofes a new conftitution would depart quietly home,
1T it was not accepted, is not according to the ordinary experience
cf mankind, more efpecially in thefe modern times.

The King in his Pariiament could not have the fovereign
power, the moment the Meeung could act as a national . confti-
tuted Aflembly, neither could fuch an aflembly dare to meet,
but the power which is to call it to meet, muft take on itfelf to
depole every other power. "This is the charalter of a Conven- .
tion. And with refpedt to the prifoner, he faid, the Convention
which 1 am to call, 1s fovereign, unlimited, uncontrollable,
znd bv fuch 2 Convention my reprefentative fyltem 1s to be ac-
complithed. *

When in this country 2 vacant throne was given in the time
of King James to iing William, which, as they ftaie in the Bill of
Righits, reprefented ail the eftates of government of this realm§ in
the moment there cealed to be any exercife of the powers of the
fovercizn, In that mitant the fovereign power of this country
ecame vefted 1n the King and Queen on the throne to be exer-

~

cifed ; and the legilative part undoubtedly to be exercifed with

2 advice and conient of Parliament formed according tw the

Izwr and cuitom of this conntry 5 and the wholeexccutive autho-
' r the control and limitations of the Law ard Coniti-

2 re{poniible for him. - .

i tnereiors, that to confpire to alfemble a meeting, that

s 2 Convertion of the people, claiming all civil and

LuinQrity ; orif indeed, one can conJeive it a meeting
to
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to frame the manner of bringing together fuch Convention, is
confpiring to depofe the King, it is an attempt to create a power
fubverfive of the authority of the King and Parliament, a power
which he 1s bound to refliit at all hazards.

But 1t will not reit here, the evidence which will be offered to
you, will prove fatisialtory, that the exprefls language of the
Meeting, or of the Committee of Corference, was ultimately

and finally, and then m their profpect, the depofition of the
King, ' |

Beyond this alfo, the Indi€tment has charged as overt-adls, a
confpiracy, without the medium of a Convention, and without
that Meeting to dethrone the King, by providing divers arms and
offenfive weapons. The IndiCiment further charges as overt-acts,
a conlpiring to levy war, I do not mean conltrnftive war ; apd
this I ftate, without queftion, to be an overt-a&t of compafling
the King’s death, and obliging the King to alter his meafures of
government, Is levying of war; and this, whether they copipire
to form a reprefentative government, excluding the King entirely,
which I fay is the faét; or if they confpire to form a govern-
ment, not excluding of him entirely, but compel him to govern
with others, and without thofe, by whole advice and confent
alone, he is bound and fworn to govern; I mean, the great
council of the nation, the Lords and Commons in Parliament
affembled according to the conftitution of the country; and o
conttitute again{t his will, and againlt the prelent conflituted au-
thority of the conntry, a branch of legiflation founded ou prin-
cipies of univerfal fuffrage, and annual reprefentation, without
the authority of Parhament; that confpiring, the dving this i
contend would be an overt-act of treafon, of depoling him. -

The object {lated in the Indi¢tmen:, the Indi&tmen: has
charged it, was meant to be carried by force, by aftual force,
and there will be proof to make it out; that the cafc was not
a cafe aiming merely to intimidate the legiflature, nor induce it by
any a& done which was according to the forms of the Conlii-
tution, to new-model the fovercign power; it goes far beyond
this, the application in any fhape to Parliament was not only
difavowed, but the very competency of Parliament after applicd
to, to make a law to new-medel the government, was difputed
and denied, from the idea of that competency, being recognized
to be very repugnant to their principles.

I mufl fay, that a confpiracy to compel the King by force,
againlt his will, to give his affent to'an acl ebtained in order to
alter the government and frame of the conflitution of the coun-
try, whether it was obtained by the two houles of parliamen-,
or either of them, by over-awing him, or not over-awing him,
s high-treafun ; that a confpiracy by force, to compel the King,

1}
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in the highsl and moft effential adts of the government of the
COULITY, IO compe‘ him, by force, to do that, is unqueltionably
an overt-att of trezion, and of cecmpafiing his death, cannot be
d-fputed ; it is neither more nor lels than to fub[hmtc thz will
of thole that force him, in the room of that Royal will, mn and
bv whrch alone the law and confiitution of thls country has
d=clarad, that the bill, however obiained, before it comes to
him 1o receive the authority of the {tate, in hun alone that will
fhould be veited.

I have thought it neceflur v to ftate thus much, before I come
to {ate the aircumBancas of the cale. Centlﬁmfen, it is not
to bz excedled by -wnms who execute’the duties of the great
and imp *rtznt iitnation, which vou are now called upon to exe-
cute, that the couniel at the bar fheuld be able to fiate to you
Izw that no man can quelticn the tenor of it 5 nay, Gentlemen,
it is not to be expected by you, that the counfel at the bar
fhould be able to itate to you, in all cales, the law, which men
of great charatier and experience, may not difpute the circom-

1 —~ =
12NCes.

1t is the duty of counfel pﬂrth, slarly, and more particoiarly
i 1s the duty of tﬁm... counfe! thar are to fuppost the profecution,
not 10 bear down the circumitances with too grf:at weight ;5 for
if ke pre iT:s mﬂm unfarrly, he betravs, in the molt effential
int o uiy, his ufes to his SU‘EI’EJ*’“II it 15 his duty to
phm and exf}mmd the Iaw that apghes to the
fzais, according to the beit ability he 1s able to do 1t, in the ex-
H :n+u1 indultry, under the refleGion that, at leaft,

| < er tne obligation of endeavounring to do it.
I hzve theoght it miy duoty, to fate dn i:n&ly and fairly,
:re the grounds on w hich T eroceed ; and 1 have no
s momeni, In myv own mind, but 1 have ilated
the law of Engiand would have ftated them ;
ven and the pz'bhc that, in the fair e ermfc,
, cordulied on ihe principles that I have flated to
: o do me the crecit to believe, that 1 have flated them as
: 3CC 'rd:::g to the ftatement of the law and
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1 1hall prefume, fora moment, after havlnﬂ' read to vou the
Ingiciment, and given veu that expofition of it, that [ have
red, to cr"]...,h:d that the lndictment has told you,
! t cerizinty, what is meant 1o be imputed to the
Prifoner, 25 overt-acts of compafling the king’s death, and
that it 1s not peceflary to be diiputed with.

1 have faid before, that in a cafe of high-treafon, the evi-
dence muit not ﬂnh; be caruzmrq, but it muft be formal 3
"id that the ODT“Ct, 1n the fecunity of the perfon and government
the king, is the highell cpject that the law can look to.

Yet

*-n
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- Yet I malt fuy at the fame time, that the law for the fecuri
of the public, which is, in truth, involved in the perfon and
government of the king, -is infcparably uhited with it; the
law bas required that you {hould not have one witnefs only to -
prove the fa&, if he was the moft creditable witnefls in the
world, but that that convincing fact, mult be proved, at leaft,
by two; or at lealt, one witnefs to prove one overt-a&, and ano-
ther witnefs to prove another overt-alt of the fame fpecies,

[ prefume, on what I have {tated, you may poflibly reafon
thus, When this mdi€ment charges, that thefe perfons com-
pafed the death of the King and to depole him 5 that they con-
fpired to meet in a Convention, in defiance of the authority of -
Parliament; to fubvert the rule and government of the King,
againft the will and in defiance of the Legiflature § to dethrone a
Monarch reigning in the hearts of the majority of the people ;
you will neccflanly afk, by what procels was this to be done ¢
And when the indi¢timent charges, that they made writings,
and other inftruments, to eftedt this purpofe; you will necef-
farily afk, in what language could fuch incitements to fuch a
momentous projeét be conveyed, and to whom 1t could be ad-
dreffed ¢ When 1t charges, that they deliberated with oiher
traitors concerning the calling of it, you will afk, at what
time, in what maanuer, and in what places, did they meet to
accomplifh fuch great deliberations ?

You will alk, in what manner were they to bring together
the fubje@s of the country, to fend delegates, to allume fo-
vercign power?  The anfwer to all this, 1s a fhort one, that
I think it will be proved to your fausfaltion, that they meant,
in the words of the act of parliament, to introdace that {yftem
of mifery and anarchy which prevailed in France; it will be
proved to your fatstaétion, that they meant to introduce it b
the {ame means, to proceed on the {ame principles, to the fame
end, and by the fame adls, to ¢xecute the fame purpofe; to
introduce it by clubs, that {yltem which, till the experience of

Europe faw what had palfed in France, could hardly have been
credited, and which thofe that had the rule of government there,
in the latt alls of its confpiracy, protefted againft; and this
projeft might have been brought into France by a fingle
dividual ; they protelted againit the exilicnce of the clubs,
as not poilible to.cxift with the fecurity of the country, if they
acted on particular principles.  And the {fame method was in-
tended to introduce the fame anarchy and cenfufion in this
country ; a2 country which, under the difpenfation of Provi-
dence, 1s alike i its Dbleffings, asits fituation bids defiance to
1S enemics.

Until the adminjfiration of that copftitution, and the principles

5 5
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on which it exifis, were introduced into this country by fome
indis dv..,xs, it would not have been i1n the heart of man to

conceive, that 2 proj=¢t fo deeply combined and complicated,
ad carried almoft into inconceivable extent, at the fame time

framed with {o much pelitical craft, that it could have exifted in

2ny COUDLTY 3 CT that it has exifted in this country of Great-

Britain, to the exten:, you will be fatisfied on the evidence, it
2s EX uE:d H'l this couniry.

But the law of England does not require that any fuch

vtenlive cafe., ns thefe thould be proved before you 5 if you are
{zticied thar 2 {ep was tw2ken to effet that attempt, it 15
nouIi.

It is not the extent in which the proje&t has proceeded upon,
it is not its ruinous cendzouences, it Is not that the means were
yealiy as competant to ihe end propnfﬁd as thole that thought thcy
sveere, 10 the b0t moment 1n which the {cheme was cmncewed
whether well-concenved or ill-concetved, furnifhed with means
z.feenzte orfnet adequate to the purpofe, the law then fleps in
for the fecuritv of the King and the fafety of the fubjedt.

The projctt, as anphed to y the perfens now accufed, feems to

rie to b2 this:
The idea imported from France in the latter end of 1791 or
1712, the ini rit was ‘to confiitute in London, with afhliated

{foo'eties 1n the country, Lh.bs which were to govern in this
country, on the principies of the French government; on the
o2d, unaii*nzul:ﬂ and imprefcriptible rights of man; depofin
réb the moment they came into e\ecutwn, in the aét o
crz:mntr fovercign me er, the ng, and tntroducing a repub-

i;c::n government, w ith a right of eternal reform, thercfore with
*efﬁ =t of eternal ravolutions.

Ve have all heard of the Club, called the Jacobm Club, at
Pariz; this, with the zialiated focieties, had turned afide the old
government in France and introduced ancther, which could not
exiic on the prmcm!e: which gave 1t birth, and has finally left
that couniry In i indelcribable ftate of thlngs in which we
rosw {ee 1t.

The gre2 at end and purpofe of the perfons concerned in this
rject, tncugh neiiher altogether vifible, nor not much dif-
cioied on its formation was, when they had fufficient influence
enthis country, by artifices unknown, as combination, affiliation,
2nd fraternization, to meke one body; then thefe who framed
ha pru_;._& were to affemble 2 Convention of delegates 'of thefe
ciubs, to afume the powers of the people, fupported mn the
z{um }Jh{:n ard exerciie of thele powers by the individual mem-
bers of the united focieties, and by their combined ftrength.

We
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~ We have no occalion in this caufe to be difputing on ab-

ftra& queftions, as to the pawer of the people to change their

government 3 I fay, it was the intention of the delegates of thefe

clubs toalfume the powero! the people ; and this was to have

been effected. by calling a convention of delegates, who were

" to exercile the power which they profelled to be inherent in
them whom they reprefented. |

It is not “difficult to conceive, after what has happened in
France, how 1t fhould happen that thefe fraternized-focieties,
that tife opinion of thefe fraternized {ocieties thould have the force.
of conftiruting the will of the majority of the people.  You will
find 1n the evidence to be Jaid before you, that it'was perfeélily
underl{tood how this was to be, by thofe named in this indiétment,
namely, from the great bulk of the community being engaged in
different purfuits, and incapable of being combined,

I need not give you a (tronger initance than that which hap-
peued 1n the year 1780, from a few theufands combining theni-
feives to obtain arepeal of an A& which they confidered as ob-
noxious. st poflible, fay you, for four or five thoufand men
to go to St. Geérirge’s-ﬁe]ds,h and.to rob and plunder every man in
the city of London, and for ten miles round, in confequence of
fuch combination? and yet the thing happened, becaufe the com-
binations of a few will beardownagainit thofe that are not combi-
ned, and with great facility ; you will find them that are orga-
mzed, prepared for emergencies and exigencies 5 fuch relying on
their own {trength, who act on combined {trength, and 1n fome
Inftances alting with a lecurity calculated to elude obfervation.
Iir prany inftances thefe focieties directed contrary means to the -
{ame end, reprefenting their numbers greater than they really were,
withour a poflibility that this reprefentation thould be fet right ;
you will hnd them alfo inflaming the multitude under pretence of
enfightening them, addrefling them{elves principally to thofe whole
rights and interefts are in the eye of the conftitution of England
as.valuable asany, but whole education does not enable them to
diftingutth immediately between political truth and mif-repre-
fentei truth held out to themn, working up the paffions of men
whom providence hath placed in the lower but ufeful flations of
hite, againft thofe who are in high refpettable places, reprefent-
ing the great as their oppreffors, their plunderers, as thofe they
{hould not fuffer to exift on the {yltem of tnings exifting in this
country; and in order to prevent the poflivility of their corretting
their judgiment upon the views ot the affociation, not admit-
ting any into thele affiiiated focieties, tidl they had {fubfcribed to
thair plan, the principles of whicti they were not' to know il
they had been admitted, S
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Gentlemen, to fzy that an alt done was not meant to be done,
til the perfons concelving it think the {cheme praéticable, I al-
Iow 1s reaftnable  but they may think it pra@icable before it

ezllyis fo.  Now veu will be abundantly farishied from the evi<
dznce, that this convention was convened when the confpirators
thovght rhe e was nstw come, that that time was now come, and
if not then lzid held of, would be Ioft for ever. The people of
this country have a rooted attzchment to 1t’s government, and
the public epinten is in this country, as well as in every other,
1t’s principalyand therefore it became neceflary with {uch to framé
an cpinion that the form of the Britilh government was oppref-
{ive, and nut founded on the natural, unalitnable, and impre-
fcriprible righits of man § with others they found 1t neceflary to ufé
a Littie czut:on, not to2lurm them by taking advantageof the well-
meaning ignorant part of mankind, to enlift them altfo in the pro<
ject of deltroying that conftitution; to them the form of govern-
ment was not ipoken of in terms which they mmpght underftand
to be a condzmnation of 11, though they were really fuch; but
making ufe of general exprefiions, and I wiil beg your atténtion
to thefe, fuch as obtaining a full and free reprefentation of the
people it Parliament, and this fometimes without mention of
Pariiament, and never as King and Lords co-exifting with them,
terms the fame in their expreflions, certainly of the [ame import
as thofe which were uled in the time when we had neither Kin
or Lords : fometimes declaring that we might exilt without
Lords or King, declaring for fuch 2 reprefemtation of the peoplé
as necelizry for the ratural, unalienabie, and imprefcriptible
rizits of mam, as fiated by Mr. Paine; and you will find, that
the parfons mentioned in this indi&ment had no doubt of accom
pitiiing it .

I remark thefe circumitances to you, becaufe in the evidencéd
to be laid befere you, and I am now {peaking to you of the ge-
nierz: charzéler of the evicence, and not the principles on which
the charge 1s made, 1n the evidence tu be laid before you for the
plan o the exceution of this purpole, fome very rembarkable par-
ticutars witl occur, and 1 humbly beg your attention to theen.
Y. u wilifind the lrading clubs, 1 mean the Conftitutional So-
ciety and the Correfp wding Society in London, which were
formad, whether created I wizl not fuy, but which was modelled
bv fuome of the leading members of the Jacobin S ciety in France,
as will be proved by their own hand-writing in the year 1792,
You win dad enltding in their affllaiion many focieties in the
country, comtafed of men who exprefs their doubts to them, as
wihitg to know the «{" ws o thefe focieties in London, required
intarmation into the purpufes of thefe focietiesin Loudon, fome
projeiling ona principle, and iome another, but ail afliffance is.

taken:
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taken that is offered. Accordingly, you fee that they might
enlift all that. came, to thole who wrote to them that their fenti, .
ments were, that they ought to fubmit to no power but what
they themfelves had immediately conltituted ; to thefe they give
anfwer ip dark, cautious, and unintelligible terms, to thofe who
had a proud attachment to the monarchy of the country, and ex;
prelled an apprehenlion foritin the conflilting principles in the va-
rious focteties ; they tell them that all thele feparations would be
fet right by a full and fair reprefentation of the people in Parlia-.
ment, (a name that was given to the Parliament under Crom-
well) without telling them either what thefe words meant, _or
how that Parliament was to operate to reconcile thefe diff:rences,
‘They enlift again others, who exprels a with to know wheiher
they propole to have any Houle of Commons;«r others who with
toknow whether theyintend to rip up monaichy by the roots, by
anf{wers calculated to fatisfy them.

You will find again, that publications_on the government
which are alluded to 1o this indictment, and which will be giveq
you in evidence, were admitted by thele {ocieties as their owa,’
and circulated, 1f I may [o exprefs myfelf, in a mafs round the
country, in a manner that totally deftroys the liberty of the prefs
in this country, aud for this reafon, the liberty of the prefs ne-
ver ought to be but under the due corre@ion of the law ; and it
mult always be for the fecurity of the fubje&t, that it thould be
under the due correftion of the faw. But you will find that thele
publications were either brought into the werld with {uch a fe
curity as baffles all provilions made by the Legiflature to prevent
them, even in the dead of night, though they are the works of
men who have talents to ftate them in open day, if they were fit
to be ftated 1n open day ; and they alfo publith themn in quanti-

ties, which make theapplications of the law rotally inadequate to
make the punifhment as great as the offence.

With relpect to many of thel¢ publications, I may take no-
tice from what may have happened in this country ; though no
man likes to talk lels of himlelf than I do, yet I have been
heard to fay, both in Court and in Parliament, that certatnly of
fome of thele publications 1 have exprefled a difficulty in iy
mind to conceive that {uch a publication was not High Treafon.
It did appear to me that a book, called the Adlre(s to the Ad)-
drellers, the publifbing cf that was an overt at of High Trea<
fon, for depofing the King,~—atleait I thoughr it required an -
genuity and {ubtilty more than belonged to my mind o confider
1t otherwife ; but there were others that faw 1t different to what
I faw ir, and therefore that book was treated only as a libel ; put
whaen I came to fee it publifhed, as conrefted with this proje,
which will be opened to you in thiscaule, I fay it is 2 molt dif-

M 2 tinguifhing
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tinguithing evidence of an overt a& of High Treafon, oritisan
overt a&t of High Treafon itlelf. -

You will alfo not fail 10 obferve the malignant wit, and if T
may {o expre’s it,the induftrious malignity withwhich difcontent
has bzen {pread by thefe two {ocieties in London ; and the man-

r of {preading it, ftudioufly and anxiondly taught the manner
fezding dition, freth as from Lendon, in every town, al-
vs with refzrence to the final accomplithment of the {ame pur-

o

‘ne p:m':ons of Individuals atlatled and taught to be al-
y DL mtfe'i}* on gn'.‘t:nimf::t, tut on various taxes, the
5, the nzceflaiv efizblithment for the military and naval
he conntiv, &z, and with this intent, that focicty might
0 the whels Turface of the ifland, and the iland might
becoma iree by the {zime means by which France became {o. -

S:.ting to vou the charaller of evidence, it is necellary tor me
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to mzke on2 ¢blervation, and it is the laft T fhali trouble you
with, with refpelt to the principles on which conftru€ion 1s to
bz given to the written evidence in this cafe that wijl be adduced
to v u, I defire to flate this ta your minds, as a principle per-
{=&y reafonable in the adminiftration in juftice, to men who ave
called upon to prove the meaning of the language which they
ufed; the mezning ought to be taken obvioufly, according to
riztn common fenfe. 1 the language admits of a double nter-
pretation, it muit then be conftrued according to the pature of
tne princip:es winich thzt lanpuage 1s able to be conftrued 1in;and
1t muit b= conitreed with reference to the contents of all other
papers that form evidence of the lame {yitem which the paper pre-
duced 1s meant to mesn.

I you find the detailing the object of thefe focieties, in de-
tziling what they meant w do, in dctailing how they meant to
execute what they meant to do, they thould ftate that they meant
to do what was neither legal norconftizutianal, it will be treafon §
it will b2 In vain that they have thought {it for their greater care
and caution to exprels it ethenwife, -

You will have moft abundant evidence that they meant to ef-
¢t what they meant, not in a conflitutional manner ; and 1t will
zcome thofe who rake upon them their defence, to declare what
17 a tepal end conftiteticoal manner was intended to be done,

r-I
L

-

zfter I bave nroved to vour fausiaétion that there was 1ntended to
.l._ - . . ™

be dong, and intended to be done by the manner and inftruments

which the [ndi&iment refers to. '

Gendewenof the Juiy, the principle is, that egual altive citt-
zenihip 1 tee equal right of all, that on this principle a full re-
rre.cniation 18 e night of all, and on which it requires no great
penetration to difcover, that fuch a reprefentation muft forn a
pandamclity in winch neither King nor Lords could enter § there

) 15
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is an end of equal citizenthip, if Kings of Lords make a part of
it, they tell you this is a reprefemarive government. 1 fhall {a-
tisfy you, that the publicarion of thele principles of equal altive
citizenfhip, was to beettablithed in the convention by an equal re-
prefentative government, rejeCing the King or Lords out of the
{yllen ; thefe principles arethe principleson which the confhitution
in France, in the year1-gt, was furmed, they were tae principles
of equal a€tive citizenthip, reflerving the King in the Conftitu-
tion, and forming a royal democracy. | N
~ Gentlemen, I thall prove to you by evidence, that thele clubs
il} London knew that that confhitution could not exift, and you
will find on the tranfa&ions of thefe focieties 1n O&ober 1792,
the cleareft evidence what thefe {ocieties meant 10 applying thele
principles, which they ftate theml{elves had deftroyed the exift-
ence of a king in France. 'They alted with a tull conviétion
that this muft be the full effelt of their own principles, and they
ated with the full determination that it thould be fo. |
Gentlemen, you will give me leave now to ftate to you, as
well as [ can, and as intelligibly as this mafs of evidence will al-
low me to flate, as the cale I have now to {tate before you: the
particular alts, the natare of which will be explained by all the
reft of the evidence, which has led to the including of the feveral
perfons in this one indiftment, arofe out of a Letter, dated 277th
of March, 1794, which was written by the prifoner at the bar,
then the fecretary to the London Correlponding Society ;5 the
wotds are thele: [ am dire&ed by the London Corelponding
Soctety to tran{mit the following rcfulutions 'to the Saociety for
Conftitutional Information, and to requeit the fentiments of that
Suciety, refpeéting the important meafures which the prefent
junture of affairs feems to require ; the London Correfponding
Society conceive that the moment is arrived (mark the words,
for in the reft [ have to {tate, you will frequently bear of this
moment) when a full and explicit declaration is neceflary from
all the friends of freedom, whether the lare ilegal and unheard-of
profecutions and fentences fhall determine us to abandun our
caule, or {hall excite us to purfue a radical reform, with an ar-
dour proportioned to the maguitude of the object, and with a zeal
as diftinguithed on our parts as the treachery of others in the fame
glorious caufe is notorious : the Saciery for Conftitutional Infor-
mation is therefore required to determine whethér or no they will
be ready, when called upon, 10 a& in conjunétion with this and
other {ocieties, to obtain a fair reprefentation of the penple, wie-
ther they concur with us in feeing the neceflity of a [peedy con-
vention, for the purpofe of obtaining, in a conlhitutional and' legal
method, (but the method will not be more legal becaule they call -
it To) a redrefs of thofe grievances under which we at preient la~

_bour,
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bour, and which can only and effe@ually be removed by.a fulf
znd fzirreprefematmn of the people of Great Britain ; and then

in the third refolution accompanying that letter, they fay, that
thhre ought to be immediately a convention of the people by de-
le.gatc== deputed frem the different {ocieties of the friends of free~
dom, zflembled from various parts of the nation; (and what are
the pu"*nfe:-, they are to do? theyare) to recall thofle wife and
whoifome laws, that, {(they fay,) have been wrefted from us. Be
fore I have done, 1 fhall proveto you what the meaning of this
part is.

The Conﬂltu ional Qoaetv there bqrg prefent at that tum:‘
fix of the perions méntioned 1n this indictment, on a propofition
fu material as this, thev immediately ordered that the fecretary
{hould 2ccuzint the London Corre efponding Society that they
beartny concur 1n the object they have in view, ard for that pur-
pole.

2ving fiated to you this hat happered on the 175th of March,
37Q., and conneéted it with the various fingular fam:ts that hap-
pened in that year, you wiil give me leave to flate to you what
is the conflredlive nature of thofe acts from the various tranfacs
tions of thefe focieties, which I fhaii flate to you from the be-
gini.ing of Janwvary 17g1.

Tr:.ﬂ -X*ro:'n-“" G..n era] here enterad 1nto the orlg.n of the Lon-
an Confliturional S“u*n . that it was about the month of
}.I::rch 1701, thatthey w vere indebted to 2 gentiemnan of the name

mndzr whoem the mu} 2100 Was lfamed, and 1o 2
geatleman of the rame of Vanghan, for the code of it's faws,
' : nedg 1D romas Harly, fecretarv,
accompanicd by a ftring of
= L ondorn C{}IIEF“OHC{IHE 7 So-

rtie I beity azzd Di g Tptmn he takes in
CUI litutiona: Sd._.lL'} and it alfo ! .,:,a"ed
tl‘at th..u. fﬂut.am ad been {etiled with a goed neaj of delibe-
I’aflUH, by the fame gentleman-in whole hand-writing they are,
amely, the nriﬂ:mer 3, L‘.‘I‘If..‘h refolutions were adopted by the
Conﬁltu*mpa] Soclety as thicir own, op the 3mh of March 179
i:u:e Reports of the Szcret Cuommittee, pristed for [. S _]urdan,

2d Report, page 72.)

He now itzted th:t there had been fuch correfpondences with
the London Correfponding Suciety, with the Conflitutional So-
cietv, that ke thould be able {o to conucﬁ: them, as « make 1t’s

E’s th.h.lr own. He then preceeded to fpeak to the duﬁrm,e&
lasd down by Nir. Paine, of a pﬂrf ¢t rf:pn;ft:ntation_, that it
cleariy recommended a éepofition of the King; 1t was a book
that Put 2 King out of the government ; but 2 buok that fays, a
periedt reprefentation of the people is,to be formed, it is not to

be
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be Yormed by Parliament, which that gentleman flates is abfo-
Jutely Inadequate to the great conflifution of the rights of man,
and equal citizenthip. It is a work that calls on the people of.
England to do themfelves juftice, and form a conftitution fot
themfelves, before they can have any government, which is to
éxift in the form of a legiflature.

He next adverted toa refolution of the Conftitutional Society,
at a meeting, March 23, 1792, made at the time when fome of
it's members began to leave 1t, thinking the principles not {uch
as are formerly fet outupon. (See Jordan's Reports, 2d Repart,
page 7t.) And it-was a very remarkable thing, that the Shef.
field and Norwich Societies were writing both the [ame day to
the Conftitutivnal Society, namely, on March 14, fixteen days
before the thirtieth, when Mr. Hardy [ent the refolutions to Mr,
Tooke. The letter of the Sheffield Society, flating that they
had taken the liberty to inclofe a parcel to Mr. Hardy, 1n an.
fwer to a letter of his, by which he had intormed them 1that
there were in London a number of mechanics, thopkeepers, &c.
forming themf{elves into a Society, on the broad bafis of the rights
of man, and defiring to know the manner of conducting this bu-
{ihefs at Sheffield ; in anfwer to which, the Sheffield Society had
given them their manner of proceeding, and hoped. it might be of
{fomne ufe, as the improveinent they were about to adopt was cer-
tainly the beft for managing large bodies in great and populous
towns, namely, dividing them into fmall bodies, or meetings of
ten perfons each, and thele ten perfons to appoint adelegate ; ten
of thele delegates to form ancther meeting, and fe on delegating
from one to another, till at laft they were reduced to a prope
number for-conftituting the commitiee ot grand counctl. -

There is another letter of the fame date which has this re-
maikable circumftance ih i1, thiat orig'nally the word conltitution
was i it, dand that is.frick out, and the word country, in Mr.
Tuoke'’s hand writing, was fubftituted in it’s place, as follows
' At the fametime being lenfible to a degree of certainty, the
necellity of a rad.cal reform of the counsry as foon as prudence
and difcretion will permit, and to eftablith it on that fyftem
which is confiftent with the Rights of Man; for thefe reafons
they requeft that certain members of their fociety inay be ad+
mitted ibto the Conflitutional Society, in order that the fociety,
at Sheflield may be fliengthened, that is, the fociety may be able
to govern itfelf with more propriety, and enabled to extend vfe-
ful knowledge from town to wllage, and from village to tows,,
uittil the whole dation be fufficiently enlighwened aud united i
the Tame caule, which they fay cannot fail to be the cale, whef e-
ever the ot excellent works of Mr. Thomas Paine¢ hind rd fis
dence.”  Thofe works, which had heid monarchy ep-as incn.

Gl ent
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fiftz-:t with the Rights of Man, and the incompetency of parlid=
m:r‘st to irame a g werniment.

This paoer tranfmits an important fa&t ; for though the Cona
P:f* fional So Lie*y in London, and at S efne]d feem not to have
any connediion ull the 14th of -March 1792, not but they
Iﬂh—h[‘ have been connefled before, yet, from this 14th of Murch

;Gl, in confrguence of 1mtrods cmg this f)ﬂem of extﬂndlng
wiciu hnous.:dc{e from town to viliage, and from nllame to town,
1111 the whole nztion thould be cnduhten ed, when the number of

e folizty were but two hundred, to the wth of May 1793, they
amuuw:d to two taoufznd, exclufive nf mapny that were 1n
the villages ; they declare that they have derived more true know-
ledge from the works of Mr. Thomas Paine, than from any
other author or fubjed ; that the praltice, as well as the prin-
ciples of government, i¢ lzid down in thofe works 1n a manner
fo clear and irrciiiblv convincing, that ihey had refolved to give
him thanks for his two [2id publications, entitled Rights of Man,
parts Firit and Second, combining principle with pratice. -

He then faid, Genilemen, I thould an out of this court with
grief, if | ﬂmu.d ftate to vou the doftrines of Mr. Paine other-
wile than what thr*‘p: of them ; and that we may not mifun-
deritand that prmup e and practice, you will allow me to read a
few pailzges our of mﬁ {ccona part of the Rights of Man, which
favs, 1t conta n: both the principles and pradtice of government,
and then afk vhat the mutt have intended who meant to apply
them to this count You wiil recolieét that the government
of this country, is 2 government confitting 1n a King, having an
hereditary Crawn, with ts¢ Houfe of Lords and Commons,
forming a pariizment tccerding to the conflitution of England.
‘That auther, the fubject of fo much eulogium, in the firflt place
exprefles a great de al of what I cannot call good will to the
people of Eng'zad, £ ¢ he fiys, that during the time of the
Am.._ricafl .t..:r, ¢ was firongly imprefied with the idea that if
he coud get over fufe to L_]' nd withont | being known, and
remain in a*ﬂt (12 he cr:u‘ oet ot a publication, he could
opzn th € eyes of - the peeple of i ieiand with refpet to the mad-
nefs and ftupiti y of i0s o OVIRIment. t{aving ftated in his for-
fner buu L or r.e Rivhts of “lan, that no ¢ood government could
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exilt but on the Ragiits of ‘u.',:i he “”wff:a, that governments are
i‘evcc"** 1*h::r it whole or *n purt, (and with refpect to this
country, is velted in Kinz, Lords, and Commnns) or entirely

I ,Jr,_*-ﬂ*t;. . e, orcn t‘i'c:;}’ in a cummens houfe, a parliament if
you cheole fu to caliit. We krnow, in 166g, the ruling go-
vei nment was cailed a parliament, a commons houfe.  Call 1t {o.
He then iays, 2l heredizary covernment is.1n 1t's nature tyranny.
Ax heriiable crown or an heritable throne has no other fignih-

. cant
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cant explanation, than that mankind are heritable property ; to
inherit a government 1s to inherit a people, as it they were flocks
and herds.  Hereditary {ucceflion is a burlefque upon monarchy,
it puts it in the moft ridiculous light. It requires fome talents
to be 2 common mechanic, but to be a king requires only_the
animal figure of man, This fort of fuperﬂltmn may laft a few
years more, but it cannot long relift the awakened realon and in-
terelt of man. In whatever part the feparate parts of the con-
ftitution’ may be arranged, there is one fyftem here laid down,
that all hereditary government is flavery, and reprefentative go-
vernment freedom 5 then {peaking of the Crown of Engiind,.
that crown In whrch, according t to the Law and Conftitntion of
England, is vefted the fovereignty ; it fienifies, fays he, a nomi-
nal affice of a million a year, {and give me leave here to oblerve,
that this that has been fo often detailed for the worlt of purpofes,
cannot but be known to be a grofs reprefentation,) the buhnefs
of which confifts chiefly in recemntr the money.

In another part of this book, p. 170, you will find X1r. Paing
was very well aware that the principles Jaid down in the Confti-
tution of France, which thefe two books were to recommend,
and the principles }aid down in Mr. Paine’s book, were inconfif-
tent with the practice of France at that prefent moement; it is
there plain, from what is there {xid, that he forefaw that a repre-
fentative government, founded on his principles with a king,
conld not exilt,

T'hefe refolutions bemg received from Shefhield, a {tep 1s taken
on it in the Conftitutional Society, and which gives an authenti-
ury to it is the book which I have now in my hand, and wmch
1s the minutes of the procerdings of that fociety; and te1s re-
markable, they are letters that are fuppofed to be received from
Shefhield, they are referred in their letters to the books, and then,
with a view of publication of them into the world, there 1s a
refolution that this letter be publithed 1 the Morning Chroni-
cle, World, Poft, Times, Argus, Enghlith Chronicle, " and Ge-
neral Evening papers. In thls 1etter there is, frft of 21}, 1n
Mzt. Tuoke’s hand writing, Soctety for Conftitutional Informa-<
tion, 14th of March 1792 ; there is alfo Mr. Hardy’s name,
figned by Tooke 3 and then there is added, Ordered, that the fe-’
Cretarv do return the thanks of this Society for Conftitutional 1n-
formation eftablifhed at Sheffield ; and that he expreffes to them,
with what friendthip and affeftion this {cciety embraces them as
brothers and fellow labourers 1n the fame c.iuie, that he do a{furq
them of our intire concurrence with their opinion, viz. that the
peonie of this country are not, as Mr. Burke terins them, {wine,
but rational beings, better thﬁcd to feparate tronth from error

than himf{elt, puikiﬁng more honelly and lefs craft,

N i R&fﬁlved,
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<« Refolved, |
« That this fociety will, on Friday next, March 31, b%110t
for the twelve 2ffh ciated members recommended by the Shefhield

Committees, znd approved at this meeting.”
Then tiis meeiing is to be ordered for the primary purpofe of

recomm.ending the K zhts of Man, recommending that principle
nd uradlice which makes the Sheffield people fellow labourers
with the Cor.Fiutional, the combining principle and practice,
.which is aimed for the deftrution of monarchy in this coun-
try, and for the purpole of recommending that reprefentative
governinent. _

He then ohferved, that this focizty having exprefled an incli-
nation that there fhiould be fon.e affociated members in the,
Cornfiituticna. Society, 3 filiaiion began 1n that fociety : accord-
1ucly on the 21l of Iarch, twelve perfons were ballotted for as
frem the Sheffeli Societe, and became aflociated members of
this fociety,  On the 21th o7 March 1792, a paper appears to

ave been fent frem the Conttitutional Society, to a neft of fo-
cieties effeblifhed at Nonwich, and it appears that the words,
21th of March 1702, are in the hand writing of Mr. Tooke
the letter inferming them that their fociety confifted ~f fome
hundreds, and new focieties were frequently forming, that their
grezteft czre has been to preferve order and regularity, and to
convince the world that riot and difcrder were no part of their
political crecd 5 they believed that Mr. Burke had traduced the
moft grezteft and meft glorious revolution in the world ; that
their thanks were duc to Mr. Paine, and more efpecially due for his
firft nd fecond perts of the Rightsof Man; and (fay they) we
fincerely wifh that his labours (that is, the deftrudtion of heredi-
tarv coternment and 2 limited menarchy) may be crowned with
fu::c?f:: in the gereral diffufion of liberty and happinefs amongft
manxind.

i)

tetiorz. Scecierv tii! the 14th of May, wherein Mr. Paine’s Rights

vIr. Barlew’s book unen the Privileged Orders, are
1 terms 3 Mr. Barlow’s book being in the
reuage en adiice to all people to get rid of kingly

{?Ckfﬂ L
plainedt |

T
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govainmeni ; znd how any man {iving could thank thefe people
vitheut informing toem that they mull be 1gnorant 1n the ex-

|
treme, or [emething worfe than ignorant 1n the extreme, 15 to
me quite inexplicable. After flating the conftitution of their
{ntiety, the twelve names that are added are in the hand writing
of Alr. Tocke. |
Then this ficiety returns thanks to Shefheld for 1t’s communi-
cations, and refolves, that every individual hasanght to fharein the
- government
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" govérnment of that fociety of which he is a member, unlefs ifi+
capacitated, &c. And this that I have now read to you, I am
very willing, if you pleafe, that you fhould conitrué every word
of it on this principle, that thofe that fent it to the Conftitua
tional Society underftood it to be confiftent with the Britith
government ; and I claim no credit for the veracity that their
confpiracy has exifted, unle(s I fhew you in the fublequent aéts
of thefe fecieties, that they meant by principle and practice, the
direct oppofite to the government of what 1s eftablithed heve.

You will find there was a foctety in Southwark, and which,
10 a letter which 1 have to itate to you, ftate there the admiffion
of all Mr. Paine’s principles. {See Fordan's Secsnd Kopart of the
. Commans, p. 73 ) The Society of Conthitutionzl Intormation
return their thanks for that aifo, and then the fume perfons fay,
in the fame paper, we call upon our fellow citizens, of all de«
fcriptions, to inftitute {imilar focieties for the fame great pur-
pofe, (for the purpofe of diffufing the idea of reprefcntative go
vernment,} and we recommend a general correlpendence (but
attached for ever to the Conflitutional Scciety) with each other,
and with the Seciety for Conftitutional Information in London,
as the beft way of cementing the commeon -union, and of di-
refting, with greater energy, our uwmted . efforts to the fame
common obje&t, What are the objects of thefe focietics ftated
to be ! What are they ? If yon find the objelt of the Conflitu-
tional Society, you &ind the objelt of this fociety, as well as of
the London Correfponding Society. -

This London Conftitutional Society, they refolve, that every
fociety deliring an unlen or correfpondsnce with this, and which
doth not profefls any principles deltruétive to truth or juitice, or
fubver(ive to the liberties of our country, but which, on the
contrary, fecks, as we do, the removal of corruption from the
legiflature, and abufes fromn the government, ought to be, and ]
hope will be, embraced with the moft brotherly affection and pa-
triotic friendfhip with this fociety. Now obferve on this, that
all this language is perfe@ly confiltent with this principle on the
minds ol thofe who write, and they do not venture to explain 1t,
that the principles that were prodirétive of truth and juftice, were
all principles that were in competition to the principles of Mr.
Paine, and all praétice likewife,

I now come to {tate a circumf{tance or two, which leads me to
ftate, what will be ftated in the organization of the Correfponding
Society ; the French clubs gained the afcendancy over the coun-
try, being at firft a very fmall body of men, and when they became
large, fubdividing themfclves, as was the nature of thefe focie-
ties, from town to village, anderom village to town, and hamlet

| 2 to
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to hiamizt, and all, as they exorels ity ungil there was not an
unzniizaiened man in the country.

Thren, according to the writien evidence, it appears that a
gentieawan, of the name of F“ X Vaamhan hie having been de-
puted by this fodizty on i} "’O*’] cf April, was appointed to
16:m1 & Confbitutional code fr 2:xs for the London Correfpond-
inz Soc.ety, 1n which therz was the following regulation,
n.,:z:::: y, that every perfon, belore he was admitted, ﬂmuld an-
lwer 1n ek -._& to the three following aueftions

1. Arzyou convinced that the Phrizﬂznen*ar)f reprefentation of
the peep ¢ isar p".w 1Tper fect ¢
5. Daes wellare of the kingdom require that there thould
b EI’a.iGI';
- 3. Will vou endeavour, by 2l jufiihable means, to promote
fh._h reformation in Pariizment ¢

And then they form a ourle, they frame a committee of dele-
23, &c. 2nd this conTiusion havlng heen formed, they pub-
] z' month of Mzy, and what obfervations they ftate to

, I fhizll have occafion to ftate to you prelently,

Tr~e cCiety mr conititutiznal information baving affiliated
th={= {ocieties very {uddznly with themfelves, whether Mr. Paine
remained in this ceuntry, or nof, I cannot tell 5 but they found

an inclinztion to aililiate 1itfalf with a fociety, a”i‘ncr itfelf the
Friends of the Pecple, mesting in Freemafon’s Tavern ; but it
1s 2 moit important fadt, that on the firft attempt the Conftitu-
tioazl Seciety made to 2fhiiate with them, aad it ought to befaid in
juitics to them, they rejedted it.  (Sze Fordaw’s Second Report
tiz Cimmcns, page 11g.)
iz then proceeded to mention, though it was a little out Gf
that this fociety at Sr“ﬂ‘.l, who had conne&zd itfelf by
f.;liztim vith the Saci ety for Condl twu 1+nal Intormatien, and
t> > London Cerrf:f:ﬂs:‘;fl* 13 Sacicty, had received intelligence
sattns 2 thof slav, W ]?t thetr (:‘ﬁj:—:& was, and the attention
y ciziv of the Friznds of the P._{}ple meant to pay to
s s and t';'"',:-: 3 11:1_1'3 he,i dovbt lf you can what the

P Nsslery undertoed to b2 1 & OB & of the Sheffield
zul the dueinsd Socieiy un h}i}d ..0 be the objelt of
ety : o for the SE neld people difavow
¢ p'e, becaule thay meant to keep tothe forms
ha coningriong, as vou % 1 nnd i aletter written by the Shef-

1 1"'

wathe 28 ef Mav, 1702, to the Cmﬁltulmnal So-
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London Correfponding Society, a copy of their refolutions, tothe
- Soctety for Lonﬂuuuonal Imom'mwn that was eftablithed at
Mauchefter, and defired alfo to have correfpondence with them,
as they were all engaged in the coimumon caunfe, that l'oc:lety al{o
“hoping that the other great benefits that Mr. Paine had flated,
would-be carried into effet,

Then there is another letter of Mr. Vaughan®s, defiring of
Mr. Hardy his affiftance 18 the important work.,  On the 18th
of April, 1792, in furtherance of this p]:m we find Mr. Hardy
writes a2 letter to <he Prefident of the Siciety in the Borough,
that is, the fociety that had {o diftin&ly Rated their principles,
leading to a reprefentative government, as the only lecurity for
the liberty of the country. He writes, 1 thould be very happy
to enter into 2 carrefpnndence with your fociety, as we are ail
engaged in the fame canie, na 'nel}f to have the-rights of man
re-eftablifhed, efpecially in 1hi1s nation.

There 1s another lester to this {ociety, from a perfon of the.
name of Favell, who is chairman of the Friends of the People,
in Sutrey; he flates himfelf thus: We cordially unite with you,
and all imilar focieties in the kingdom ; we thall tranfmit you a

cupy of our declaration, and hope for your further correfpon-
dence.

: On the 26th of this {ame month of April, it appears that there
were fome refolutions come to by the del r::gares ot the untted fo-
cieties of Norwich, and this d; Nind tly ftates that Mr, Paine’s
books were the .mcans by which prejudices grown up in fa.
vour. of the Britith-gover ﬂi‘"if."l]t ware fu be got fid of ; ; at thefame
time defiring twelve men to be afliiiated with the-London Con-
Hitutional Society.

Ou the 1rth of May, 1702, the Conttitutional Society refolve
that there thould be a comamication of that fociety with the [o-
ciety of the friends of the coultitotion at Pans, known by the
name of the .Jacobines, and they fend them an addrels.  {d:e
Fordan's Second Rrpar! of - the Crimrsns, page 73.)  This addrels
was figned by the Chalrman ot the Conititutional Society, and
tranfmitted to Watt at Paris, by Mr. Tooke.

He then adverted to the dingerous doftrines held forth by Mr.
Paine in his firlt and {econd p*irtq of the Rights of Man, and
particularly in the book entitled the Addrels to the Addreffers;
Mr. Paine having gone the Ieng‘.‘:n of ailerting therein the incom-
petenty of government to rm}rri it{clf ; and having afferted that
a reprelentation of the peopie muit do th!s work 1 ln cmwentlon.
it was impoflible not to apply to the country againit the attacks
that were made-on government by that perfon, a nd 1t became ne-
ceflary to afk a Jury whether this doélrine was'¥o be tolerated ?

The conlequence was, that thelc [ocieties immediately enter into
- {ubfcnip-



