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COPY o an INFORMATION
Filed ex offcio,
By WILLIAM DE GREY, Efg;
His Majefty’s Attorney General,

i’ AGAINST

/
JOHN ALMON, Bookjeller, for publifhing a Liser,

A

Fited g”‘”l” ﬁ;’”’ That John Almon late of
10 fﬂrgﬁ' L h . &
the parifh of Saint James

within the liberty of Weftminfter in the county
of Middlefex Bookfeller having no regard to the
laws of this kingdom or the publick peace good
order and government thereof and moft unlaw-
fully feditioufly and malicioufly contriving and
intending by wicked artful fcandalous and mali-
cious allufions fuppofitions and infinvations to
moleft and difturb the happy ftate and the public
peace and tranquility of this kingdom and mof
infolently audacioufly and unjuftly to afperfe
fcandalize and vilify our faid prefent Sovereign
Lord the King and to reprefent and to caufe 1t to
be believed that our faid Sovereign Lord the King
had by his meafures of government loft the at-
feCtions of his fubjects in that part of Great Bri-

tain called England and 1n Ireland and in.his
B dominions

MIDDLESE ¥§ INFORMATION fets forth
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jeéts as af cur fard Lord the King had unjuitly
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" dominions of America and brought the publick

affairs of this kingdom into a moft diftreffed dif-
graceful and lamentable ftate and condition and
alfo moft unlawfully and malicioufly contriving
and 1ntending to reprefent and caule 1t to be be-
lieved that our {ald Lord the King had beftowed
promotions and favours upon his fubjeéts of that
part of his kingdom of Great Britain called Scot-
land in preference to his fubjelts of that part of
Great Britain called England and thereby to crz-
ate groundlefs jealoufies and uneafinefs in his Ma-
jefty’s fubjects of England and alfo moft unjuftly
to reprefent and caufe it to be believed that our
{aid Lord the King had beftowed promotions and
favours upon one part of his faid Majefty’s army
commonly called the Guards in preference to
another part of his army commonly called the
Marching Regiments and thereby to create ground-
lefs jenloufies uneafinefs and mutiny 1 that part
of his army called the Marching Regiments and
to bring our faid Lord the King and his admint-
ftration of the government of this kingdom into
the utmoft difhonor and contempt and to poilon
and infe&t the minds of his Majefty’s fubjects
with notions and opinions of our {aid Lord the
King highly unworthy of our faid Lord the King
and of that paternal love and concern which he
hath always thewed and exprefled for all his fub-

taken a part with fome of his fubjelts againit
others and had unjuftly proftituted the meafures
of his government to gratify perfonal refentment
and zlfo thereby as much as in him the faid John
Almon lay to alienate and withdraw from our faid
Lord the King that cordial love allegiance and
fidelity which every fubject of our faid Lord the
King fhould and of richt ought to have and fhew
towards our faid Lord the King and alfo moit

> unlawfully
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unlawfully wickedly and malicioufly contrivingand
intending by wicked artful fcandalous and malici-
ous alluftons fuppofitions and infinuvations to tra-
duce fcandalize and wilify the principal officers and
minifters of our faid Lord the King employed
and entrufted by our faid Lord the Kuw in the
conduct and management of the weishty and ar-
duous affairs of this government and to reprefent
and caufe it to be belicved thar faid principal
oficers and minifters had violated the laws and
conftitution of this kingdom and adopted weak
oppreflive and 1nfamous meafures in the admini-
ftratton of the publick afiairs of this kingdom
and had brought diftrefs and mifery upon the fub-
jeéts of this kingdom and thereby to weaken and
diminifh the public credit power and authonity
of the government and alio as much as in him
the faid John Almon lay contriving and intending
to afperfe fcanduhize and vilify the Members of
the prefent Houfe of Commions of this kingdom
and to reprefent them as an abandoned proﬁlgate
fet of men whn had arbitranily invaded the rights
of the people violated the laws and fubverted the
conftirution of this kingdom and alfo as much as
in him the {faid Jchn Almon lay to move excite and
ftir up the ﬁm]e&‘; of our faid Lord the King to
infurreftion and rebellion agamnft our faid Lord
the King he the fuid John Almon upon the firlt
day of Ton wary in the 1oth year of the reign of
our faid prefent Sovereign Lord George the Third
by the grace of God ot “Great Britain France and
Ireland chr Defender of the Faith and 1o forth
with force and arms at the panifh of Saint James
aforefaid within the l'but}t of Weltminfier afore-
faid 1n the county of Middiefex aforefaid un-
lawfully wickedly feditionsle cind malicion/lv did pas-
lifh cnd did coufe a:d precive io be pyZ}[g.ufd, a moit
wicked {candalous f:ditious and malicious Label
B 2 inittuled
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intituled The London Mufeum of Politics Mifce)s:
.~ aies, and Literature, in which faid Libel of and
concerning our faid prefent Sovereign Lord the
King and of his adminiftration of the government
of this kingdom and alfo of and concerning the
publick affairs of this kingdom and alfo of and
concerning the principle officers and mimfters of
our faid Lord the King employed and entrufted
by our faid Lord the Kmo' in the conduct and
management of the welcrhty and arduous affairs
of this government and alfo of and concerning
the Members of the prefent Houfe of Commons
of this kingdom are comamed (amongft other
things) diverfe wicked fcandalous feditious and
malicious matters (that is to fay) in one part there-
of according to the tenor following, to wit,
Funius’s Letter to the ** ** (meaning our faid
{.ord the King) When the complaints of a brave
and powerful people are oberved to encreafe in
proportion to the wrongs they have {uffered ;
when, inftead of finking into fubmiffion, they are
roufed to refiftance, the time will {oon arrive at
which every inferior confideration muft yield to
the fecunity of the Sovereign, and to the general
fafety of the ftate. There is a moment of diffi-
culty and danger, at which flattery and falfhood
can no longer deceive, and fimplicity itfelf can no
longer be mifled. Let us fuppofe 1t arrived. Let
us {uppole a gracious, well-intentioned Prince,
made {enfible at laft of the great duty he owes to
his people, and of his own dlfgraceful fituation ;
that he looks round him for affiftance, and afks
for no advice, but how to gratify the wifhes, and
fecure the happmefs of his fubjects. In thefe
circumftances it may be matter of curious Ipecu-
latior, to confider, if an honeft man were pei-
mitted to approach his King, in what terms
would he addrefs himfelf to his Sovereign. Lt
13
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it be imagined, no matter how improbable, that
the firft prejudice againft his charalter is re-
moved, that the ceremonious difficuities of an
audience are furmounted, that he feels himfelf
animated by the pureft and moft honourable af-
fections to his King and Country, and that the
great perfon, whom he addrefles, has fpirit
enough to bid him {peak freely, and underftand-
ing enough to liften to him with attention. Un-
acquainted with the vain impertinence of forms,
he would deliver his fentiments with dignity and
Armnefs, but not without refpect.  Sir, (meaning
our prefent Soverelon Lord the King) It 1s the
misfortone of your life, and originally the caufe
of every reproach and diftrefs which has atiended
your government, that you (agaln meaning our
prefent Sovereign Lord the King) fhould never
have been acquainted with the language of truth,
until you heard it 1n the complaints of your peo-
ple. It is not, however tao late to correét the
error of your education. We are {till inclined to
make an indulgent allowance for the pernicious
leffons you recewved in your youth, and to form
the moft fanguine hopes from the natural benevo-
lence of yourdifpofition. We ure far trom think-
Ing you capable of a direct, deliberate purpofe 1
invade thofe original rights of your fubjects, on
which all their crvdl and pohitical hiberties depend.
Had it been poffible for us to entertain a fufpicion
{fo dithonourable to vour chara&er, we thould jong,
{ince have adopted a ftile of remonfrance very
diftant from the humility of complairt, The doc-
trine inculcated by our laws, thar the King can do
no wrong, is adiitted without reluctance. We
leparate the amiable good-natured Prince from

the folly and treachery of hus fervants, and the pri-
vate virtues of the man from the vices of his go-

yernment.  Were it not for this juft diftintion, I
know
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know not whether your M——y’s (meaning Ma-
jelty’s) condition, or that of the Englih nation,
would deferve moft to be lamented. T would pre-
pare your mind for a favourable reception of
truth, by removing every painful, offenfive idea
of perfonal reproach. Your {ubjects Sir (again
meaning our faid prefent Sovereign Lord the King)
wifb for nothing but that as they are reafonable
and affe¢tionate enough to feparate your perfon
from your government fo you (again meaning our
faid prefent Sovereign Lord the King) in your
turn fhould diftinguith between the conduct, which
becomes the permanent dignity of a K—g, (mean-
ing King) and that which ferves to promote the
temporary Intereft and miferable ambition of a
miniiter, You afcended the throne with a de-
clared, and I doubt not, a fincere refolution of giv-
ing unmiverfal fatisfaction to your {ubjelts. You
(again meaning our faid prefent Sovereign Lord
the King) found them pleafed with the novelty of
a young Prince, whofe countenance promifed even
more than his words, and loyal to you not cnly
from principle but pafiion. It was not a cold pro-
feflion of aliegiance o the firlt magiftrate, but a
partial, animated attachment to a favourite Prince,
the native of their country, They did not wait to
examne your conduct, nor to be determined by
experience, but gave you a generous credit for the
tuture bicfiings of your reign, and paid you In
advance the deareft tribute of their affections.
Such Sir (agin mesaing our faid prefent Sovereign
Lord the “.Ring) w 1; once the difpofition of 2
people, who now {friound your throne with re-
proaches and complaizts, Do jultice to yourdelf.
Banifh from your mind thofe unworthy opinions
with which fome intercited perfons have laboured
to poflefs you. Diftruft the men who tell you the
Englith are naturally light and inconftant, that

| they
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they complain without a caufe. Withdraw your
confidence from all parties; from miniflers, fa-
vourites and relations; and let there be one mo-
ment in your life 1n which you (again meaning our
faid prefent Sovereign Lord the King) have con-
fulted your own underftanding. When you (again
meaning our faid Lord the King) affettedly re-
nounced the name of Englithman, believe me Sir,
(again meaning our faid Lord the King) you were
perfuaded to pay a very ill-judged compliment of
one part of your {ubjects at the expence of ano-
ther. While the natives of Scotland are not in
actual rebellion, they are undoubtedly intitled to
protection, nor do I'mean tocondemn the policy
of giving fome encouragement to the noveity of
their affections for the Houfe of Hanover, I am
ready to hope for every thing from their new-born
geal, and from the future fteadinefs of their alle-
olance, But hitherto they have no claim to your
tavour. To honour them with a determined pre-
dilection and confidence in exclufion of your Eng-
Iith fubjects, who placed your family, and, inipie
of treachery and rebellion have fupported it upon
the th—-ne (meaning thronc) is a mitkahe 1o grois
even for the unfufpecting generofity of youth.  In
this error we {ee a capital violation of the moft ob-
vious rules of policy and prudence. We trace 1t
however to an original bias in your education and
are ready to allow for your mexperience. Lo the
{fame early influence we attribute 1t, that you have
defcended to take a fhare not only in the nar-
row views and wnterclt of particular perfons but
in the fatal malignity of their paflions. At your
acceflion to the throne, the whole fyftem of go-
vernment was altered, not from wifdom or delt-
beration, but becaufe it had been adopted by vour
predeceifor. A little perfonal motive of pique
and refentment was fuflicient to remove the ableft
fervants of the crown, but 1t 15 not in this coun-

(ry

i
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try Sir, (again meaning our faid Lotd the King}
that fuch men can be dithonoured by the frowns
of a K—, (meaning the King) they were difmiffed
but could not be difgraced. Without entering into
a minuter difcuflion of the merits of the peace, we
may obferve in the imprudent nurry with which
the firft overtures from France were accepted in
the conduét of the negociation, and terms of the
treaty, the ftrongeft marks of that precipitate {pi-
rit of conceflion with which a certain part of your
{fubjets have been atall times ready to purchafe a
peace with the natural enemies of this country,
On your part we are fatisfied that every thing was
honourable and fincere, and if E——d (meaning
England) was fold to F—e (meaning France) we
doubt not that your M——y (meaning Majefty)
was equelly betrayed. The conditions of peace
were matter of grief and furprife to your {ubjects,
but not the immediate caufe of their prefent dif-
content. Hitherto Sir, (again meaning our faid
Lord the now King) you had been facrificed to the
prejudices and paflions of others.  With what

firmnefs will you (again meaning our faid Lord
the King) bear the mention of your own'!? A

man not very honourably diftinguifhed in the
world, commences a formal artack upon your fa-
vourite, corfidering nothing but how he might
beft expofe his perfon and principles to deteftation,
and the national charaéter of his countrymen to
contempt. The natives of that couptry Sir (agamn
meaning our faid Lord the nuw King) ure as much
diftinguithed by a particular character as by your
Muefty’s favour. Like another chofen people
they have been condudted into the land of plenty,
where they find themielves actually marked and di-
vided from mankind. There Is hardly a period
at which the mott 1rregular character may not be
redecmed. ‘The miftakes of one fex find a retreat

in patriotilny, thofe of the other in devotion. M.
Wilkes
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'Wilkes brought with him into politics the fame
liberal {fentiments by which his private conduét had
been direéted, and feemed to think that, as there
are few excefles, 1n which an Enghih gentleman
may not be permitted to 1ndulge, the fame lau-
tude was allowed him in the choice of his political
principles and 1n the fpiie of m‘fmt‘nm”fr thenm.
I mean to &’*tc, not ent 11(.‘5; to detend his c‘unc;u&
in the earneltnefs of his z=al, he fudered fome un-
warrantable mﬁnuatmws to clcape him.  He faid
more than moderite men wou d yut (ify, but not
enough to Intitle hi: REe tac honout of your M—y’s
(meanmo‘ Majetty’s; perional refenement. The
rays of R—1 {meanine Royal) indicnnion, col-
leted upon him, ferved 0 ly EJ 1llmmmte, and
could not confumie.  Ymmated by the f,.waui of
the people on one fic de, and heay cdd by perfecution
L

on the other, his v and lcmwmr d aneed
with his ﬁtu’”‘iﬁn ._fmu_; wricus of hrit,
now an enthufiail, the colloft bu._ o3 owarm viath
oppofition, the h':ric;t f‘)r e m collifion.
There is a holy miftalien seel 1 politics as well as
religion. By neriuading ciners we convince our-
felres.  Thé pufiions ore cngaged, cnd create a
material affection in the mind, which forces us o
love the cavfe for which we {fuffer. Is this a CO'I-
tention worthy of & F—-—-? ("m NIRg 1(1”*‘) 1
you (again meaning cur Lord o Imv 213 w) not
imﬁblc how much the nennneds of the cou’ OLVes
an air of ridicule to the {erous difhzuies, 1o
which you (again menaitgour faid Loxd the King)

have been bewraved 7 1

he 1s

J'z..a

L]

1
[ 1
+
L

he deftruchion 0 cue ©an

has been now, for rrany years , the [sle objelt of
your government, and i there con be any thing
ftill more dii;muful we have ifcon {or {uch an
object, the utaoft influence of the exseutve prwer,
and every minnitenial arufice execied wathout fue-

Nor can you fagzin meaning our fuid Lord
C the

hthl
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the now King) ever fucceed, unlefs he {Hould be
'mprudent cnourrh to forfeit the protection of thofe
faws, to which you owe your C——n (meaning
(,mwn) or unlefs your miniters fhould perfuade
you to make 1t a queftion of force alone, and uy
tac whole {trength of government 1n 0ppoﬁuon to
the people. T ‘he lefions he has received from ex.
perience will probably guard him from fuch ex-
cels of folly 5 and n your M~——s (meaning M-
1efty’s) virtues we find an unquettionable aflurance
that no i]‘*:gﬂil violenee will be attempted. Ia
trom [ulpeéting vou (again meaning our faid Lord
the now Iung) of fo horrible a delj ion, we would
attribute the conunual violation of the laws, ang
even this ladt enormous attack upon the vital prin-
ciples of the conftitution to an ill-advifed, unwor-
thy, perlonal relentment.  I'rom one falie i’ccp you
feoain meanine cur faid Lord the now King) have
been betr d}ﬁ‘d into another, and as the caufe was
unworthy of you {again meaning our fuid Lord the
now Kine) your minilters were determined tha
the prudence of the execution fhould corretpond
with the wifdom and dignity of the defign. They
have redoced you (tmm ¥ 6.1:‘11 ¢ our faid Lord
the now hing) to tiwe ne y of rlmohnﬂ' out of
3 variely of difiteu 1 fituation fo un-
haopy that you ! /wram meanine our {aid Lord the
now Iinay can neicher do wrong without ruin,
NOT I “‘lL vithour afihéion. I‘hc + wortiy fer-
vanis h"‘JJC tnloubte L”/ oiven you many ﬁnf‘*u]al
proofs> of their abiiities, INot coniented with mak-
ing Mr. Wiikes a2 man of 1impor L.mca:', they have
judicioudty transferred the queftion from the rnguts
and ntereit ci cre man to the molt mpornt
rights and intereits of the people, and foreed };om*

fabicly, frem wiltung well to the caule of an
Jividnal ro unice with him ia their ewn. Let them
proceed 55 they have begun, and your M- y
(mean-
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(meaning Majelty) need not doubt that the catas
ftrophe will do no difhcnour to the condutt of
the plece. The circumftances to which you (agal
meaning our {aid Lord the now Iuncr) are reduc d
will not admit of a con npromife with the Enghih
nation. Undecifive, quahfying meafures will dif
orace your government {till more than open vio-
ience, and, without fatistying the people, will ex-
cite their contempt.  They Lave too much Under-
ftanding and [pirit to accept ¢ an indirect fatf-
faltion for a dire@ ijury.  Nothing lefs than a
repeal, as formal as the refolution ticlf can heal
the wound, which has been eiven to the conflitu-
tion, nor will any thing lefs be acce epted. 1 can
reﬂ.d ly believe that thcr..., 1s an fluence {uthicient
to recal that permcious vote. The He— of -—
(meaning the Houle of Commons i this king-
dom) undoubtedly conflider their duty to the C—n
(meaning Crown) as paramount to ail other obliza-
ttons. To us they are only 1mdebted for an acci-
dental exiftence, and have Ju[‘tly transferred their
oratitude from their parents to thelr benefactors s
from thofe, wio gave them birth, to the minifter,
from whofe benevolence they derive the comforts
and pleafures of chewr polmca ! life;—who has taken
the tendereflt care of their mfency, relieves their
necefitics without cftending their de Imcy, and
has given them, what they vilue moft, a virtuous
education. But if it werc poli ible for their inte-
oriry to be deavaded to a condinon fo vile and ab-
_;»:.& that C{;mp.m.u with it, the prefent eitimation
they ftand o is a ftate of honour ana refpedt,
ceniider Str, (again meaning our JH{I ._..m-d Lhc 0w
King) in what manner vou will afterwaras pro-
ceed.  C: nyou {(again meaning our Mi Lord the
now Kig ) concetve that the peonie of this country
will lcr*ﬂ' fubmit to be nwun_.hl by in flexibie a
i [—— of D Ymenning the Hasic of Cam-
S Nons. )

™

i
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mons.) Itis not in the nature of human “ouety
that any form of government in fich circum.
ftances, can long be preferved. In ours the geners]
contempt of the people 1s as fatal as their detefta
tion. Such, I am perinaded, would be the necel-
fary efiect of any balc conceflion made by the pre-
fent Fl— of ————— (again meaning the pre-
{fent Iloufe of Commons of this king fom) and as a
qualitying meafure wouid net ve accepted, 1t re-
mai1s for yeu (again meantng our fuld Lord the
now King) to decide whether you will, at :n», ha-
zard, lupporta fetof men, who have reoucn!you
to this U""I]*pp}’ dilemma, or whet ?1,.1 5‘...: Wil ol
tify the united wifhes of the whole ople of fae-
lmd by diflolving the i'~—. (1 ~.='1:1 K 1’h1]1hll‘1u,11L}

Taking it for granted, «s 1do very {mf‘"rd), that
you (.—.ﬁ“’un meaning our fald Lord the King) have
pcrfomllv 1o dt:ﬁcrn acainft the conm..mon, ol
any views 1n confient with the g0od o your fub-
Jects, I think you cannot heficate long un a the
choice, which 1t equally concerns vour iticiad
and your honour to adept.  Gn oue iide, you
(agan meaning our {md Lord the new ki) ha-
zard the alreétions of il your Linglith 1L.o~]m.-_, ;
you relinquiih every hope of repeic }(;Jmu,
and You (agall Inedning ouwi fml Lotd the now
King )cnd Wi te cReblifiment of your iumily
for ever. All this you veniure fo; no object what-
focver, or for {uch an obiect, as it would be an
aftront to you to name.  MMen of fenfe wili exa-
minc your ceaduct wich fufpicion; while tholfe
who are incapeble of comprehending to what de-
gree tiuey are njured, afilict you with clamours
-"m;.'ily infvlent and viameaning. S._iimhw it
pofiibic that no fatal ftruggle fhould enfue, you
("i‘f"‘unl reaning our {aid Lord the prefent King)
deterinine at once to be unhappy, without the

hope of a compenfation, cither fiem 1ntercil or
am-
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ambiticn. If an E th (meaning Englith)
K~ (meaning King) be hated or defpifed, he
muft be unhappy; and this perhaps 15 the only
political truth, which he otight to be convinced
of without experiment. Butif the Englifh people
fhould no longer confine their refentment to a fub-
miffive reprefentation of thelr wrongs ; if follow-
ing the glorious example of their anccftors, they
{hould no longer appeal to the creature of the con-
filtution, but to that ligh being who gave them
the rights of humanity, whofe gifts 1t were {acri-
lege to furrender, ler me alk you, Sir, (again
meaning cur faid Lord the prefent King) upon
what part of your {ubjeéts would you rely for af-
filtance ? The people of I—l—d (meaning Ire-
Jand) have been uniformly plundered and op-
prefied.  In return, they eve youevery day frefh
marks of their refentment.  They defpife the mi-
ferable governor you (again micaning our faid pre-
fent Sovereign Lord the King) have fent them, be-
caufe he 15 the creature of Lord Bute ; nor is it
from any natural confufion in their ideas, that
they are fo ready to confound the originai of a
K~—g (meaning King) with the difgraceful repre-
fentation of hum. The ditance of the colonies
would make it impoilible tor them to take an
active concern 1n your affairs if they were as well
affefled to your government as they once pre-
tended to be to yeur perfon. They were ready
enough to diftinguith betven you (agiin mean-
ing our faid prefent Sovercion Lord the King) and
vour wmiters. They complawed of an aét of
the legifiature, but traced the crigin of it no
higher than to tie fervants of the C——n (mean-
ing Crown) they pleaied themielves with the hope
tnat their S——r——n (mcaning Sovereign) if
not favourable to their caule, at leaft was im-
partial.  The decifive perfonal part vou took

| aganfl
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againft them, has effectually banifhed that §i¢
diftinftion from their minds. They confider you
as united wich your fervants againft A——re
(meaning America) and know how to diftinguifh
the S—————n (meaning Soverelen) and a veng]
P———t (mcaning Parliament) on one fide,
tfrom the real fentiments of the Englith people on
the other. Looking forward to tndependence they
might poflibly receive you (again meaning our
faid Lord the now King) for their K—; (meaning
King) but if ever you retire to A—r—a (mean-
g America) be aflured they will give you fuch a
covenant to digeft, as the prefbytery of Scotland
would have been afhamed to offer to Charles the
Second. They left their native land in fearch of
freedom, and found 1t1n a defart. Divided as
they are, 1nto a thoufand forms of policy and re-
ligion, there 15 one point 1 which they all agree :
they equally deteft the pageantry of a K—o,
(meaning King) and the fupercilious hypocrily of
a bithop. It 15 not then from the alienated affec-
tions of I—l—d (meaning Ircland) or A—r—a
(meaning America) that you {again meaning our
laid prefent Sovereign Lord the King) can reafon-
ably look for affiftance ;5 fill lefs from the people
of E—I—d (meaning linoland) who are atually
contending for their riznts, and, n this great
queition, are parties againft you. (again meun-
ing our faid prefent Sovereign Lord the King.)
You {again meaning our faid prefent Sovereign
{.ord the King) are not however, deftitute of cvery
appearance of fupport ; you (again mcaning our
faid prefent Sovereign Lord the King) have all the
Tacobites, Noenjurors, Roman Catholics, and To-
rics of this country, and all S—l—d (meanmg
Scotiand) witnout exception.  Conlidering from
what family you are defcended, the choice of your

iriecnds has been fingularly divelicd 5 and truly,
» {:-‘.
L*]ll-.
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Sir, (again meaning our faid Lord the now King}
if you had not loft the whig intereft of England,
I {hould admire your de‘iterlty N turning the
hearts of your enemies. Is it poffible for you to
place any confidence m men, who, before they
are faithful to you muft renounce every opinion,
and betray every principle, both in church and
itate, which they mbent from their ancefiors, and
are confirmed in by the; cuuwt on ? whefe num-
bers are {o confiders 'm,, that 127 have leng
fince been obliged to pive up the pl.uuples and
language which dnhnm thed them s a party and
to ﬁﬂ‘ht under the banners of their enermies ?
their zeal begins with lymuily and mult con-
clude in treacher y. At brlt they decetve 5 at laft
they betray.,  As to the Scotch, 1 mult fuppofe
your heart and 111‘1{1f11L....tmmn 5 biafled, from
vour carlicit mhwc;, ta their favour, that nothing
lefs than your own misiereunes can undeccive )rou.
You (acain meaning ocur aid prefent Sovercign
Lord the King) will nrt accepr of tie uniform
exgericncc of your ancetters 5 and when once a
ean i determuined to behieve, the very ablurdity
of the do&rine confirms him in his faith. A bi-
cotted underftanding can wraw 2 procf of attach-
ment to the Houfe of H—n—r {meznine Hano-
ver) from a notorious zeal for the houlke of Stuare,
and find an earnelt of fucure loyaley in former re-
bellions.  Appearances are hmuhr I thelr ra-
vour ; {o ﬂ:mﬂ*]}' 1[1{@;}’ that one Vol L think
they haa forentten that you aw tacit ‘ 1% 11;-——--,
(meaning mm; M de miieien you Lol . pre
ender o the C—n. (meaning Crown) Lot it bf’
aqmicted tien, that e Scotea are as Linceie
their prefent pi:il:i?::sns, as 1 you wiere In reality
not an Inelithman, bus a Brcon of the Novih,
vou would not be the ik P (meaning Prince)
of thelr nauve ceuniry againit whom they have

rebalied,

%
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rebelled, nor the firft whom they<have bafely be.
trayed. Have you (meaning our faid Lord the
now King) forgotten, Sir, or has your favourite
concealed from you that part of our hiftory, when
the unhappy Charles (and he too had private vjr.
tues) fled from the open avowed indignation of
his Englith fubjects, and furrendered himfelf at
difcretion to the good fai.h of his own country.
men,. Without looking for {upport in their affec-
tions as fubjets, he applied only to their ho-
nour, as gentlemen, for proteétion. They re-
cetved him as they would your M—y (meaning
Majefty) with bows, and {miles, and falthood,
,and kept him until they had fettled their bargain
with the Englith Parliament ; then bafely {old
their native K— (meaning King) to the vengeance
of his enemies. ‘This, Sir, was not the aét of a
few traitors, but the deliberate treachery of a
Scotch Parliament reprefenting the nation. A
wife P—ce (meaning Prince) might draw from it
two leflons of -equal utility to himfelf; on one fide
he might learn to dread the undifguifed refent-
ment of a gencrous people, who dare openly af-
fert their rights, and who, in a jult caulfe, are
ready to meet thelr S——n (meaning Sovereign)
in the field ; on the other fide, he would be taught
to apprchend {omething far more formidable—
a fawning treachery, againit which no prudence
can guard, no courage can defend. The infid-
ous {finiles upon the cheek would warn him of the
canker in the heart.  From the ules, to which one
part of the army has been too frequently applied,
you (again meaning our faid Lord the now Eing)
have fome rcafon to expedct, that there are no
forvices they would refuie.  Here too we trace
the partiality of your underitanding. You take
the fenfe of the army from the conduét of the

Guards, with the fame juitice with which yeu col-
Lot
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fe€t the fenfe ‘of the people from the reprefenta-
tions of the miniftry. Your Marching Regiments,
Sir, (again meaning our faid Lord the now King)
will not make the Guards thewr example either as
foldiers or fubjedts. They fecl and ~¢fent, as they
ought to do that invariable, undiftinguifhing fa-
vour with which the Guards are treated, while
thole gallant troops, by whom every hazardous,
every laborious fervice 1s performed, are left to
perith in garrifons abroad, or pine in quarters at
home, negletted and forgotten. If they had no
fenfe of the great original duty they owe their
country, thewr refentment would operate like pa-
triotifm, and leave your caufe to be defended by
thofe to whom you (again meaning our faid pre-
fent Sovereign Lord the King) have lavithed the
rewards and honours of their profefliion. The
preetorian bands, enervated and debauched as
they were, had full ftrength enough to awe the
Roman populace : but when the diftant legions
took the alarm, they marched ro Rome, and gave
away the empire. Onthis {ide then, which ever
way you (again meaning our faid Lord the now
King) may determine to {upport the very miniftry
who have reduced your affairs to this deplorable
fituation : you may fhelter yourfelf under the
torms of 4 Peeem———t {meaning Parliament) and
fet your people at defiance. But be affured, S$ir,
that fuch a refolution would be as trprudent as
it would be odious. It it did not unmediately
thake your eftablifhment, it would rob you of
vour peace of mind for ever. On the other, how
different 1s the profpect | how ealy, how fafe and
honourable 1s the path before you ! the Englith
nation declare they are grofly mjured by their
reprefentatives, and folicit your M (meaning
Majefty) to exert your lawful prerogauve, and

give them an opportunity of recalling a truft
D which,
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which, they find, has been fo{candaloufly abufed,
You are not to be told that the power of the H—
of — (meaning Houfe of Commons) is not
original, but delegated to them for the welfare of
the people, from whom they receive 1t. A quef:
tion of right aries between the conflituent and
the lcprt,fcntatlw body. By what authorlty fhall
fhall 1t be decided ? will your M——y {meaning
Majeﬂy) interfere in a queftion in which you have
properly no immediate concern ¢ 1t would be a
ftep cqually odicus and unneceflary, fhall the
Lords be called upon to determine the rights and
priviledges of the Commons ¢ They cannot do it
without a flarrant breach of the conftitution. Or
will you (again meaning our faid Lord the now
Kine) rederr 1t to the judgaes ? They have often
totd your anceftors, that the law of Parliament
15 alove them.  What party then remains but to
leave 1t to the people to determine for them-
felves © they alone arc imjured ; and fince there
are 1o fuperior power to which the caule can be
referred, they alone ought to determine, I do nor
mean to perplex you (again meaning our faid pre-
fent Sovereion Lord the Kine) with a tedious
argument upon @ fubjelt already fo difcufled, that
mipmtlon could hardly throw a new light upon
it There are, however, two points of view, I
vhich 1t particularly 1mp01ts your M— (mean-
mg Majefty) to confider the late proceedings of
the He—- of (mcaning Houfe of Com-
mons) By cepriving a lubjedt of his birthight,
they have attitbuied to ther own vote an autno-
ity equal to en 2t of the whole legiflature 5 and
tI1011f*h perkaps not vath the {ume motives, haze
ﬁmt]) followed thic mﬂmp; of the long Parlia-
ment, which firlt declared the regal office ufelels,
and {oon after with as little ceremony, diffolved
tac Houfe of Lorde,  The fune preic aded }‘”’w ct
| wluch
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which robs an Enghfh fubje&t of his birchriclie,
may rob an hnrfhfh K— (meamnr‘r King) of his
C——n (meamnm Crown] la 2nother view, the
refolution of the H Of ~——— (mcaning
Houfe of Commons) apparcntly not fo dangerous
to your [M——, (meaning Majeity) 1s till more
alarming to your people.  Not contented with di-
vefting one man of fils right, they have arbiranly
c,onvevcd that right to arn mln* They have fet
afide a return as 1]lﬁnal without danng to cen-
fure thofe officers who were perticulasly ])F‘h zed
of Mr. Wilkes’s incapacity, not quly by rhe de-
claration of the H— (meunity toe Ly Houde)

‘la._.-

but exprefsly by the wiir direcied to theny but
who neverthelels yeturned him as dvh clected.
They have rejedted the 111}0111_‘; 0f votes, the
only critevion by which our faws judee nf 1hc
lenfe of the people 5 they have vnnsforred the
neht of election trom the collective to the repres
fentative body ; and by 1h.._:': acts, taken {epa-
rately or together, they have ! T‘ltl;'(h" aftered the
orioinal conflitution o’f the I "'C--—
(meamnf‘r Houfe of (.;mn?mn; verfody, &S oyour
Df[—--—-—-ummnm M gefty) vndonbiedly b, 1n the
Iinolith Fiftory, it mnnr:t eahly cicane you, how
much it is your intereft, s well as your duty to
prevent one of the three eflates fram encrvaching
upon the provincc of the cther o, of *‘-ﬁummv
the authoriey of them alll “When cace they have
departed from the great comttutionl lmL, by
which all their proceedmas fhould be direciad,
who will anfwer for thew rurire mnde rm n o Or
what aflurance wuf they ¢ive yru fasan meamng
our faid prefent S‘ovcae;wn L 1‘1\_, King) the
when they have trampled unon thelr covels, t.m;
will fubmitto a {uperior ! Your e "’mr::*r;ff;g
Majefty) may learn hereaficr, how noo 'ty the flave
ancd tyrant are aliied. Some of :-.‘*;\1'.: coundil,
Do Lol
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more candid than the reft, admit the abandoned
profligacy of the prefent He— of —-—— (mean.
ing Houfe of Commons) but oppofe their diffolu-
tion upon an opinton, I confefs not very unwar-
rantable, that their fucceflors would be equally
at the difpofal of the treafury., I cannot perfuade
myfelf that the nation will have profited fo little
by experience. But if that opinion were well
founded, you (again meaning our faid prefent So.
vereign Lord the King) might then gratify our
wifhes at an ealy rate, and appeafe the prefent
clamours againflt yeur covernment, without of-
fering any material injury to the favourite caufc of
corruption. * You (again meaning our faid prefent
Sovereign Lord the King) have ftill an honoura-
ble part to act. The affeCtions of your fubjedis
may full be recovered. But before you (acain
meaning our faid prefent Sovereign Lord the
King) fubdue their hearts, you muit eain a noble
victory over your own. Difcard thofe little perfonal
refentments which have too long direfted your
public conduct. Parden this man the remainder
of his punifhment, and if rifentment {till pre-
vails, make 1t what 1t fhould have been long
fince, an act, not of mercy, but contempt. He
will focn fall back into his natural ftation, a filent
fenator, and hardly fupporting the weekly elo-
quence of a news-paper. The gentle breath of
peace would leave him on the furface, necleéted
and unrcnoved. It 1s only the tempeft that lifts
him from his place. Without confulting your

Mimfter, call together your whole Council. Let

1t appear to the public that you can determine and
alt for yourfelf. Come forward to your people.
Lay alide the wretched formalities of a K
(meaning King, and {peak to your {ubjeéts with
the {piric of a man and in the language of a gen-
tleman. Teil them you (again meaning our {faid

preleat
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prefent Sovereign Lord the King) have been fa-
tally decetved. The acknowledgement will be no
diferace, but rather an honour t0 your under-
ftanding. Tell them you are determined to re-
move every caufe of complaint againft your go-
vernment ; that you will eive your confidence to
1o man who does not poIchs the confidence of
your fubjects ; and that you (again meaning our
fard prefent Sovmelfrn Lord the Kum) will leave it
to themiclves to detcrmmc, by their condu@ at
a tuture election, whether or not it be in reality

the cenerzl fenfe of the nation, that their nghts
have been arbitrarily invaded by the prefent He—
of C (meaning Houfe of Commons) and
the Conftitution betrayed. They will then do
juftice to their reprefentatives and to themielves.

Thefe fenuiments, Sir, ('1gam meaning our faid
prefent %verelgn Lord the King) and the ftile
they are conveyed 1n, may be offenlive perhaps
becaufe they are new ro you. Accuftomed to the
language of courners, you meafure their affections
by the vehemence of their expreflions 3 and when
they only prave you indireétly you admire their fin-
centy.  But this 1s not 2 ume to_trifle with your
fortune.  They deceive you Sir, (again meaning
cur faid prefent Soversign Lord the King) who cell
you that yeu (again meaning our faid Lord the
h*nﬂ) have many irends, whoft affeCtions are
founded upon a principle of perfonal attachments.
The firft foundation of fr:enathip s not the power
of ¢onferring bsncﬁLs, but the equality with which
they are received, and may be returned.  The
tortune which m...c‘r* you (ag:in meaning our faid
prefent Sovercign Lord the Kin J) a Iung (mean-
ing King) f srbad you to have 2 friend Itis a
law of narare which cannat be vivlated with im-

T
punity, The miltaken P——c { neaning Prince)
' Wwho

L ‘-.l_tﬂ_ .-r“
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who looks for friendthip, will find a favourite,
and in that favourite the ruin of his affairs, Thc
people of E—gl—d (meaning England) are loya]
to the Houle of Ha—ver (meaning Hanover) not
from a vain preference of one famlly to another,
but from a conviftion that the eftablifhment of
that family was neceffary to the fupport of their
civil and religlous liberties.  This, Sir, (again
meaning our Taid prelent Sovereien Lord the
King) 1s a principle of allegiance equally {olid and
rational, fit for Encrhihmtn to adopt, and well
worthy your M———y’s (meaning Majeity’s) en.
couragement, We cannot long be deluded by
nominal diftinGions. The name of Stuart itfelf 13
only contemptible ;—armed with the fovereion
authority their principles were formidable. The
Prince who 1mitates thewr conduét fhould be
warned by thewr example; and wiile he plumes
himfelf upon the fecurity of his title to the crown,
thould remember, that as it was a{:quu ed bv one
revolucion, it may be loft by ancther.  JUNIUS.
To the oreat {candal and dithonour of our faid
prefent SO‘”(.‘]‘(:‘IFTH Lord the King and of his ad-
miniftrazion of the covernment of this Kingdom.
To the mreat feandal and dithonour of the faid Die-
fent Floufe of Commons of this kingdom ; and allo
to the great fcandal and aifgrace of the md prin-
cipal officers and munifters of our faid Lord the
King employed and entrufted by our faid Lord tic
I&mcr in the managing and conducling the we:mhty
and arduous affairs of this ki dangdom. To tie
great difturbance of the public peace and tran-
quility of this kinedom. In contempt of our faid
Lord the King and his laws.  To the evil and per-
nicious example of all cthers n the like caie of-
fending 3 and alfo aguinit the peace of our faul
Lord the King his crown and dignity.  Andthe
faid Attorney-General of our faid Lord the Kipg
for
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for our faid Lord the King giveth the Coure
here further to underftand and be informed that
the faid John Almon agam difregarding the laws
of this kingdom and the public peace good order and
government thereof ana moft wnlowfully feditionfly
and malicionfly contriving and intending by wicked
artful fcandalons and malicious [uppofivions allufions
and infinuations ta difturb the bappy flate and
publick  peace and iranquility of this  kingdows
and moft infolently andacionfly and unjuftly to afperfe
feondalize and wilify our faid prefent Sovercign
Lord the King and to reprefent and to caufe it to be
believed that our faid Lord the King had by his
meafurés of government loft the affections of his
fubjelts in that part of Great Britain called Eng-
land and in Ireland and in his domintons of Ame-
rica and brought the public affairs of this kingdom
into a moft diftrefled diforacetul and lamentable
ftate and condition.  And allo meft unlawfully and
malicionfly contriving and intending 10 reprefent and
caufe it to belicved that our {aid Lord the King had
beftowed promotions and favours upon his {ub-
jeéts of that part of his kingdom of Great Britain
called Scotland in pretercnce to his tubjeéts of that
part of Great Britain called England and thereby
to create groundlefs jealoufies and uneafinefles 1n
his Majefty’s fubjects of England aforefad.  And
alfo moft unjuftly to reprefent and to caufe it to be be-
licved that our faid Lord the King had beftowed
promations and faveurs upon one part of his faid
Majefty’s army comruonly called the guards i pre-
ference to another part of his army commonly
cailed the marching reatments and thereby to cre-
ate groundlels realoufics unealinets and mutiny and
defernion in that parc of his army called the march-
Ing regiments and to brine our ieid Lord the King
and his adminiftration of the government of this

slngdony into the utmoft dithonour and contempt
and
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and to poifon and inffet the minds of his Majefty’s
fubjeéts with nottons and opinions of our fald Lord
the King highly unworthy of our faid Lord the
King and of that paternal love and concern which
he has always thewed and exprefled for all his fub.
jects as 1f our faid Lord the King had unjuflly
taken a part with {fome of his 1ubJe(.°cs againft others
and had unjuftly proftituted the meafures of his
government to gratify perfonal refentments and alfy
thereby as much as in bim the faid Fobn Almon lay
to alienate and witharaw from our faid Lord the King
that cordial love allegiance and fidelity which every
fubjeg? of our faid Lord the King fhould and of
right ought to have and fhew towards our fiid
Lord the King And alfo as much as in biin the faid
Fobn Almon Zczy to move excite and flir up the fubjetis
of our [aid Lord the King to infurreflion and rebellion
be the the faid Jobn Almon afterwaids ( that is to
fay) upon the faid firft day of January in the 10tk
year aforcfoid with force and arins at the parifh afore-
faid and within the liberty aforefaid iun the [aid county
of Middlefex unlawfully wickedly feditionfly and ma-
licionfly did publifs and canfe and procure to be pub-
lifocd a cortain other [candalous [editions and meli-
cious livel  In which {aid laft mentioned hbel of
and concerning our faid Lord the King and of his
adminiftration of the covernment of this kir a-
dom And alfo of and concerning  the pubhc
affairs of this kingdom are cantamed amongft
other things divers fcandalous feditious and mali-
cious macters (that is to fay) in one part thereof
according to the tenor following When you (mean-
1ng our ia..'(‘ Lord the King) ach&cdly renounced
the name ci Enghihman, believe me, Sir, (again
meaning our faid Lord the King) you were per-
{fuaded to pay a very ill-judged compliment of one
part of your fubjecis at the expence of another.

While the natives of Scotland (meaning that past
of
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of Great Britain called Scotland) are not in a&ual
rebellion, they are undoubtedly intitled to protec-
tion ; nor do I mean to condemn the policy of
giving fome encouragement (o the novelty of their
sffeCtions for the houfe of Hanover. 1 am ready
to hope for every thing from their new born zeal,
and from the future fteadinefs of their allegiance.
But hitherto they have no claim to your favour,
To honour them with a determined predilettion
and confidence, in exclufion of your Englith fub-
jects (meaning the fubjetts of our faid Lord the
King 1n that part of Great Britain called England)
who placed your family, and, in fpite of treachery

and rebellion, have fupported it upon the Th—ne
(meaning Throne) is a miftake too grofs even for
the unfufpefling gencrofity of youth. In this er-
ror we fee a capital violation of the moft obvious
rules of policy and prudence. We traceit, how-
ever, to an original bias in your education, and
are ready to allow for your imexperience. And
i another part of the faid laft mentioned hibel ac-
cording to the tenor following : 1t is not then from
the alienated affections of I-—~l—d (meaning Ire-
land) or A—r—a (meaning America) that you
(again meaning our faid Lord the now King) can
reafonably look for affiltance ; ftill lefs from the
people of E—i—d, (meaning Encland) who are
attually contending for their rights, and, 1n this

great queftion, are parties againft you (again mean~
ing our faid Lord the now King) you (again mean-
ing our faid Lord the now King) are not however
detitute of every appearance of {upport:, you
(again meaning our faid Lord the now King) have
all the Jacobites, Nonjurors, Roman Catholics,
and Tories of tchis country, and all Se—l—-d
(meaning that part of Great Brirain called Scot-
land) without exception. And in another part of

the faid laft mentioned hibel according to the te-
L nor
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rior following. From the ufes to which one part
of the army (meaning the army of our {aid Lorg
the King) has been too frequently applied, you
(again meaning our faid Lord the now King) have
fome reafon to expect, that there are no fervices
they would refufe. Here too we trace the parti.
ality of your (again meaning our faid Lord the
King’s) underftanding. You (again meaning our
faid Lord the King) take the fenfe of the army
from the conduét of the Guards, (meaning the
faid part of the army of our faid Lord the King
called the Guards) with the fame juftice with
which you (again meaning our faid Lord the
King) collect the {enfe of the people from the re-
prefentations of the Miniftry. Your Marching
Regiments (meaning the faid other part of the
army of our {aid Lord the King called the March-
g Regiments) Sir, (again meaning our faid Lord
the now King) will not make the Guards their
example eitner as foldiers or {ubje@ts. They feel
and refent as they ought to do, that invariable
undiftinguithing tavour with which the Guards are
treated ; while thofe gallant troops, by whom
every hazardous, cvery labourious fervice is per-
formed are left to parith in garrifons abroad, or
pine in quarters at home, negleted and forgot-
ten. If they had no {enfe of the great original
duty they owe to their country, their refentment
would operate like patriotifm, and leave your
caufe to be defended by thofe to whom you
(again meaning our faid Lord the King) have la-
vithed the rewards and honours of their profel-
fion. The pretorian bands, enervated and d-
bauched as they were, had ftill ftrength enough
to .awe the Roman populace: but when the dil-
tant legions took the alarm, they marched to
Rome and gave away the empire.  And in apo-
ther part of the {aid laft mentioned Libel accord-

ing
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ing to the tenar following.  You (again meaning
our faid Lord the now King) have ftill an honour-
able part to act. The affections of your fub-
jets may ftill be recovered. Butr before you
(again meaning our faird Lord the now King)
fubdue their hearts, you (again meaning our fuid
Lord the now King) muft gain a noble vittory
over your own., Difcard thofe little perfonal re-

fentments which have too long diretted your pub-
fic condué. And in another part of the faid laft

mentioned libel according to the tenor following.
The people of E—gl—d (meaning England) are
loyal to the Houle of Ha—ver (meaning Hanover)
not from a vain preference of one family to ano-
ther, but from a conviction that the eftablithment
of that family was neceflury to the fupport of
their civil and religious liberties,  This Sir (again
meaning our faid Lord the now King)is a prin-
ciple of allegiance equally folid and rational, fit
for Englithmen to adopt and well worthy your
M y’s (meaning Majelty’s) encouragement.
We cannot long be delnded by nominal diftinc-
tions. The name of Stuart wfelf, is only contempt-
ible ;——armed with the fovercign authority, their
principles were formidable. The Prince who imi-
tates their condult thould be warned by their ex-
ample ; and while he pluthes himfclf upon the fe-
curity of his title to the crown, fhould remember,
that as it was acquired by one revolution, 1t may
be loft by another. JUNTUS.
To the great fcandal and dithonour of cur faid
prefent Sovereign Lord the King and of his Admi-
niftration of the government of this kingdom.
To the great difturbance of the public peace or-
der and government of this kingdom. In contempt
of our faid Lord the King and his laws. To the

evil and pernicious example of all others in the
E 2 hike
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like cafe offending ; and alfo againft the peace of
our faid Lord the King his crown and dignity.
And the faid Attorney-General of our faid Lord
the King for our faid Lord the King giveth the
Court here further to underftand and be informed
that he the faid Fobn Almon being [uch perfon as
aforefaid and further moft infolently audacionfly wick-
edly and malicionfly contriving and intending as afore-
Jaid and the fooner to accomplifh perfect and bring is
effect bis [aid moft unlawful wicked and feditious pui-
pofes afterwards (that is to foy) upon the foid fif
day of Fanuary in the faid tenth year of the reign of
our [aid Lord the King with force and arms at the
parifh aforefaid within the liberty aforefaid in the
county aforefaid out of bis further malice towards ouy
faid Lord the King and to bis Adininifiration of the
government of this kingdom and alfo out of bis fur-
ther malice towards the faid prefent Houfe of Coin-
mons of this kingdow. a cerian other wicked [cait-
dalous fediticus and malicious libel intitled———The
London Mufeum of Politics Mifcellanies, and
Literaturc——did unlawfully wickedly feditionfly and
malicioufly publifb and did canfe and procure to iw
publifbed in which faid libel lafp above mentioned
He the faid Fobn Almon bath oy fuch wicked artfu!
feandalous aid malicious alluficns fuppofitions and ii-
[inuations as aforefaid moft unlawofully wickedly aid
malicioufly afperfed fcandalized and vilified ounr foi
prefent Sovereign Lord the King and bis Adminiftra-
tion of the government of ithis kingdon and balo
thereby as much as in him the faid Fobi Almoir loy
endeavoured to bring our faid Lord the Kiig aid
bis Adminifivation of the goverminent of this Riilg-
domn into the ntmoft ditbonour hatred and conieiifi
with bis fubjects and to poifen cnd infeF the minds of
bis Majefly's fubjelts with nolicus and [oitiinciils
bishly nuwerthy of our foid Lord the King A7 ;

peil
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bath alfo by-that means (as much as in bim the [id
Sobn Almon lay) endeavoured to alienate and with-
draw from our faid Lord the King that cordial love
allegiance and fidelity which every true and faithful
fubjest of our faid Lord the King fbould and of right
eught to bear towards our (aid Lord the King and
hath alfo by that means (as much as in bim the faid
Yobn Alon lay) attempied to move excite and flir
up the [ubjeéts of our faid Lord the King to a moft
unnatural infurrection ageinft onr faid Lord the King
and in which faid libel laft above mentioned be the
faid Fobn Almon bath alfo by fuch wicked artful
[feandalous and malicions allufions fuppofitions aind in-
finuations as aforefaid moft unlawfully wickedly and

malicionfly traduced [candalized and vilified the pre-

fent Houfe of Commons of this kingdom and hath
moft audacionfly wickedly and falfly reprefented the
faid prefent Houfe of Coritmons @ A MOST VILE PRO-
FLIGATE ABANDONED WICKED ARBITRARY VENAL
AND DETESTABLE SET OF MEN and bath thereby (as
smuch as in bim the jaid Fobn Almon lay) endeavoured
10 fill and poffefs the minds of all the people of this
kingdom with notions and opinions of the prefent
Houfe of Commons bighly unworthy of the faid pre-
fent Houfe of Commons and bath allo thereby (as
much as in bim the faid Fobn Alnon lay) attempted
to bring the [aid prefent Heufe of Comions into the
utmoft contempt batied fcorin and diflike and by that
means to weaken and diminifly the public credit and
authority of that Houfe to the great fcandal and
difbonour of our faid Lord the King and of bis Ad-
misifiration of the FOVEFrBinenk Gf {01 icz'ﬂgdom And
alfo to 1he great [eandal and difbonour of the faid
Houfe of Commons In contempt of our faid Lord
the Kisig and bis laws Do the great diffurbance of
the public peace and tranquillity of this kingdom To
the evil cid pernicious example of all others in the
fike cafe cfiendiny  And alfe azainft the peace of ;z;;
at

ﬁ
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faid Lord the King his crown and dignity. Where-
upon the faid Attorney-General of our faid Lord
the Kine who for our faid Lord the King in this
behalf profecuteth for our faid Lord the King
prayeth the confideration of the Court here in the
premifes and that due procefs of law may be
awarded againft him the faid John Almon in this
behalf to make him anfwer to our faid Lord the
- King touching and concerning the prem:fes afore.

faid.

- To which information the Defendant pleaded
- Not Guiry.

[ Informations for publifhing the fame paper were
at the fame time filed again{t Mr. Henry Woodfall
(the original printer and publifher of it) 1n the
Public Advertifer of the 1g9th of December, 1769.
Mr. John Miller, for reprinting 1t in the London
Evening Poft, publithed in the evening of the
fame day. Mr. Charles Say, for reprinting 1t in
the Gazetteer of the 20th of December 1769.
Mr. George Robinfon, for reprinting it in the In-
dependent Chronicle of the fame day. And Mr.
Henry Baldwin, for reprinting it in the St. James’s
Chronicle of the 21ft of the {aid month. And al-
thouch Mr. Almon did not fell the London Mu-
feum, (which i1s a monthly Macazine) contairing
the faid paper, till the firft day of January, 1770,
(according to the information) yet he was brought
St to tral.

In Eafter Term following, a Special Jury, at
the inftance of the Attorney-General, was ftruck
in the Crown Ofiice, before the Mafter; and the
trial was appointed for Saturday, the fecond day

of June, 1770, being the Sittings after Term. ]
| IN
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I N ane of the public prints, the following
fenfible obfervations were made on the Attorney-
General’s conduét in this tral, and the {ubfe-
quent trial of M. Woodfall, the original pub-
lither.

« Jt may feem extraordinary to fome, that upon
Mr, Woodfall’s trial, Mr. Attorney-General fhould
employ the greateft part of his harangue 11 a juf-
tification of his own conduct : what had the Jury
to do with his motives ? and how nidiculous was
i in Mr. Attorney, to defire to clear up Ius
own intentions to the Jury, whillt he was in-
ftruéting them to pay no regard to, and to have
no conﬁderatmn of, the iuteations of the defen-
dant ?

¢« Befides, Mr. Attorney docs not tell us who
had accufed him, or of what he was acculed. It

is my bufinefs to fupply his omuflion. His own
conicience {mote him for the trial of Mr. Almon.

Mr. De Grey, Member for Nortfolk, the Attorney-

General’s brother, had unpudently and tenorantly
branded the Eleftors of Weltminiter, tor their
petition to his Mayelty, as feditious end bafe-born
Bookfellers aind Mechanics.  Mr. Serjeant Glmn de-
fended the eleftors, and reproved Mr. De Grey
for his infolence. The electors of Weltminfter

publicly returned their thanks to the Serjeant,
ﬂﬁd

S Bt T e |
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and amongft them Mr. Almon was ftrenuous for
thefe thanks, perhaps the moft ftrenuous, becaufe
he muft be fenfible, from the part he had before
taken In the petition to the Throne, that the
term, bafe-born Bookfeller, was efpecially aimed at
him. This was Mr. Attorney-Generzl’s motive
for feleCting Mr. Almon from the reft, though he
only fold the letter, as every other bookfeller had
done, in a mifcellaneous magazine, after it had
appeared 1n all the news-papers. Mr. De Grey,
Member for Norfolk, under the fhelter of privi-
lege, pours out abufe upon an Englith eleétor, for
exercifing his franchife. If the man refents it
only by telling the ftory, and returning thanks to
thofe who defend him, his brother, Mr. Attorney-
General, by virtue of an unjult, affumed power,
takes the firlt opportunity to ruin him, ex officio,
by filing an information. Mr. Attorney-General,
no doubt, had another motive for withing to try
the caufe in Weftminfter firft, before the original
- publifher was tried in London. The Juries in
Weftminiter, it 1s well known, are generally, for
very good reafons, more complaifant to the
Court than the London Juries: even the fore-
man of Mr. Almon’s Jury has a place m the
War-effice.  On Mr. Almon’s trial, the Attorney-
General declared, that be fbould certainly bave
tried the original publifper firfts that be wifbed to
bave done fo, and was only prevented by an affidavis
of the ficknefs of the eriginal publifber *.  Mr. At-

torney

* Several perfons prefent on the trial, think this part of
the Attorney-General’s fpeech more accurately ftated here,
than in the fhort-hand writer’s notes. But the editor did
not chufe to alter the manufcript. However, the obvious

meaning is the fame, And, if it is wrong, the Attorney-
’ Gereral
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orney Knew, that the original publifher had ne-
ver pleaded ficknefs, and therefore expefling now
that this falfhood would be objected to him, pre-
ended not to know the name of the man he was
now trying, and againft whom he had himfelf
fled the information 3 he calls him Mr—chos’s
his nome 2 When the by-ftanders told him Wood-
fl,—¢ Aye, fays he, Mr, Woodfall.” This
trick 1s too grois to be expofed tarther than by
relating it.

« Mr. Attorney-General pretended, that, 7 the
chicsks of pirofecution, be endeaveured to mche a dif-
indtiony and 1o pafs by thoje <wbe were poci, or bad
jime familics of chileven, &e. Monftrous decla-
raion | The two fivlt perfons whom he brought
to teial, Mr. Almon and Mr. Woodtall, are far
from bewmng rich, have families of very young
children, the fupport of thewr families depends
encirely on their own daily and unremitting in-
duitry in their trade, thewr places cannor be fiiled
up by others, and mprifonment cutting off the
only fource of theirfupply, muft make them poor
indeed.

« Mr. Attorney-General declaied upou bis bonour
65 a men, that be bad wo wotive tourze bim ageinft
ary paiticuler publifber.  Come forward, and tell
e world, upon what motive Mr. Almon was
Jigled out, and upon what principle of juftice he
was tried firf,—for feliing only.

“ Mr. Atorney-Generaliaid, as for <wlo was the
dutber of Yuiitusy ihat be could by no iacans difco-
ver, that vewmained an Lnpiretiedle fecrei. Nro At-
torney-General never demanded the name of the

atithor:

General may enfily exculpate himfelf, by appealing to the
notes of My, Gurnev, who took this trial 10 fhort hand for
e Treavury,

I
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author. He does not wifh to profecute the gy.
thor. He follows Lord Mansheld’s plan of pro.
fecuting publifhers and bookfellers only, His
Lordfhip has frequently recommended this me.
thod, even from the bench. He knows that pub.
lithers and bookfellers only exercie a trade, and
have no other motives or intentions than to pro-
cure the emoluments arifing from their trade,
Multiply therefore profecutions on the trade, und
you will effedtually itop publication.”
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JOHN ALMON, BookserLer;

Upon an Information, filed X oFFicio, by

Wilhara De Grey, Elqy b5 Majefty’s  Aitcrney-
Generals

For felling the London Mufeum, contaming Ju-
nus’s Letter to the ———.

Before the Rt. Hon. Wirriam Lorp MaNsriFLD,
and a Sreciar Jury, m the Court of King’s-
Bench, Weftminiter, on the fecond day of

fune,
Cotiieesd for the King. Coteneil for 15e D:_‘ﬁf:d"a*.":f.

T'he Attorney-Generzl, v, Serpeant Glyn
The Solicttor-General, hr. Uavonport.
Mr. Moreton

Mr., Wallace

Mr. Dunning!

Mir. Walker.
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SPECIAL JURY.

L.eonard Morfe, of Queen-Anne-ftreet, Efy,

Herbert Mackworth, of Cavendifh-fquare, 1if,

John Anderfon, of Henrietta-ftreet, Cavendifl.
{quare, Eiq;

John Gould, of Hart-ftreet, Efg;

Jofiah Holford, Southampton-row, Efg;

Chriftopher Lethieulier, of the fame, Efq,

Robert Cary, of Hampftead, Elqg;

Gerrard Howard, of the fame, Efq;

Benjamin Boeth, of Lincoln’s-Inn-fields, I'iy;

George Kent, of Teddington, Efg;

Fdward Lovibond, of Hampton, Lfq;

Talefman *.
John Sullwell, Corn-chandler, of Ruffel-firect,

Covent garden.

Mr. IV alker openea by reading the record. Af-
ter himy, Mr. ditorncy-General proceeded as fol-
lows :

May 1t pieafe youir Lordfbip, aizd you gentleren of
the Juwiv. 1 have thought 1t my duty to bring
before you a publication of this libel, a publica-
tion which I belicve would be permitted in no ¢i-
vilized country in the world, to pafs unnoticed o
unpunifhed.  The laws of this country protect
its Inhabitante, the character of every {ub-
jeét 5 the public peace requires 1t. In proportion
as men’s characters rile in the world, and

are

S _—

* Only eleven of the Special Jury attending, the Couit

were oblized to have reccwidv to the Commen jury, and the
rwiac of the ebove 'Fuleiinan way drawn gyt of the box.
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are fixed with public government, the defamatory
writings affeCting their charaers and condu&,
tend ftill more to break the public peace, which
1s intimately connefted with their condué. But
the great orders of the ftate, and the majefty of
the throne, can never be the fubje@ of detrac-
tion of libels, without njuring the public peace
in the greateft degree, without breaking thofe
bonds which tie men together, and exciting the
{ubjedts to {edition. The charge that is brought
againft the defendant with regard to this publi-
cation, contamns two propofitions : the one, that
the publication concerns the King 5 his admini-
ftration of government ; of public affairs of the
nation ; the great officers employed in govern-
ment 3 and the members of the Houfe of Com-
mons.—It likewife contains another propofition,
that the defendant publifbed this writing.~T1hele are
the two points, which 1t 1s neceffary tor thole who
fupport the information, to prove to your {atis-
faction, and that 1s all that 1s neceflary for them
to do. In this particular wftance, there 15 per-
haps lefs neceflity to trouble you much, becaufe
the author of this paper has lett very little t infi-
nu.tion or fugeeftion © The mode and fhape in
which libels are written, don’t i any mitance
vary the offence of houraave cxprefion, winch is
as mtelligble as a fimple one.—Iromical expref-
ficns will deferibe and exprels the wrention of the
wiiter or ipeaker, as clear end as plain as direct
ones.  Whether they do fo or net, where they
are rronical or figurative, desends upen your con-
fideration, from the circumitonces of the cale, and
the evidence that is laid before you, 1t there are
afterifms, inial letrers; or terminations, tiey may
throw no diizulic on the meaning; if they do, they
difappoint the Intention of the wrter 3 nor are
Courte of Juftice fo precarisutly formed, to muf-

take
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take the meaning of what all the reft of the world
would underftand ; ; and to fhut their eyes againft
that, which 1s plain to every body elfe. AIl that
I have to do at plefcnt will beto thew, that the
exPreHions ufed in this paper, do concern the
King ; his adminiftration of government ; of the
- pubhc affairs of the nation “The members of the
Houfe of Commons ; and the public officers of
ftate.—In order to fhew this, 1t will be neceflary
" to mention to you, {fome few of thofe paflages, the
whole of which you have heard already ; and 1 think
that it is impofiible for any man to doubt a moment
about the meaning of the writer, and the appli-
cation of the e prd’ions which he has ufed. That
T may be fure I do noterr, and put a ftronger
fenfc on the words than the writer himfelf has
-ufed, I will endeavour as far as I can, in the paf-
fages that are alluded to, to mention the very
terms of the paper.. Can any man doubt, what
was the meaning of the writer of this paper, when
he fays, < I am fpeaking of the errors of his
- ¢ equcation, the pern1c10us Jeflons of his youth,
 the par tiality of his underftanding 5 and which
underftanding 1n another place he fays, “ he has
¢ not in one moment of his life confulted ; that he
“ was never acquainted with the Ianguage of
< truth, ’uil he heard it in the complaints of his
¢« pecple 5 that he had defcended to take a fnare
¢ in the intereft of particular perfons, and in the
< fatal malignity of thewr pafliens : he calls upon
“ him to hear with firmnels his own paffions and
¢ prejudices of perfonal refentment, with which
« he has directed his public conduét, and he
«« orenly charges him with a continual violation
¢« of the laws.” |
will not take up vour time to prove to you
the ..1pphcat10n of thefe cxpreffions to the King,
becaufe 1 will not do your underftandings the dlf
credit
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credit to fuppofe you have a moment’s doubt
upon that.—When he {peaks or the great affem-
bly of the nation, he fays they are people who
confider their duty to the Crown, being reprefen-
ratives of the people, as their firft obligation, and
he arraigns them of venality. When he ipeaks of
the public affairs of the kingdom, he fays, « thag
England was fold to Irance, and that the King
at the fame time was betrayed ;5 that he was fa-

crificed to the paflions and prejudices of others 5
that the mimfters have reduced him to fuch a

fituation, that he can neither do wrong without
ruin, nor right without afiliction ; the Irith are

plundered and opprefled ; the King has united

with his fervants agamnft the Americans, whofe
affeGtions are all united ; the Enghfh are actually
contending for their nights, and are parties azainft
him in the qoarrel.”-~Thefe are {ome of thofe
public affairs which he thus reveals, traduces, and
mifreprefents : and, as 1f this were not enough,
he endeavours to fet in opoofition, to dif-unite,
and to irritate and fet aganit each other, the dif-
ferent dominions belonging to the Crown—diffe-
rent denominations and defcriptions of men in the
fame dominions, and different parts of the
fame profeflions in the fame nation ; he bids a
part of the army fee/ and refeins that chey are pe-
rithing in garrtfons, or pining in quartcrs, neg-
lefted and forgotten, 1f one fhould afk one’s
felf, what could be the motive of tlus man, and
to what purpofe was all this ? could he thus mcan

to apply thefe expreffions to the public affairs of

the kingdom—to the Houfe of Comuns—to the
King’s miniiters—to the Sovereign himlelr ¢ W
fhould he do it P—What the monve PV

he ? produce him ! puihaps we may - -
but there is no country mn the worid, f |
not at fome times (and no CeMnyY n.Cre
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the wotld than a country of free liberty to) pro-
duce men who at from various motives ;3 their
motives are different to thofe who are to judee
of their altions ; their ations, are what are to
decide on their ccndu& —Whether the anony-
mous writer of this paper, and thefe, who by
publithing ﬁlpport him, att from any defperate
fituation of their fortune—from any malignity of
heart—{rom any perverfenefs of underftandine—
from a low and contemptible ambition of btln"!‘
dlﬂwnoumbly diftinguithed—whatever the mean-
Ing may be, that 1s not now matcrial for your
confideration.—It 1s fufficient that there may be
fuch men in the world—the quettion now betore
you is, whether there 1s now fuch a man ¢ the
plefent quettion 18 whethei the inair ez coinpleiied
of, has affually pudliflcd 15 peper 2 but 3
views are to be conlidered, 11 he had tlmq, ACIRITS
hoped, dif-united cvery part ol hus Maefly’s do-
minions, and left them avandoned and dti"‘] ted s
What fol]our" (if it was not from the impofiibi-
lity of any mun’s concetviny the leaft ﬁmndmion
for what was faid) fhould rather be pp orefled
than repcated :—Say to waat all this tends | fee
how undifouiicdly, how exprefsly, and in words
he has prefumed, coficr he hes dilunied and pro-
voked the people, to provoke and irritete the
Soverergn ;3 he fayi, ¢ the circumftances o which
you are reduced, admit of no compromife with
the Inelih nation ; all qualifying meafures
will difgrace you more than open violence 5 fup-
pofing it poflible that no fatal ftrugele fhould
enfue, vou determine at once to be unhappy ;
for an Englitb King bated or defpifed, muit be
unhaprﬁf "———-ETZ?J fid of aman, fucha man, that
there 1s not one among us, whoic heart would
not clow to think, tn....t he had tuch a fon,

fuch a father == [t | 15 barely poffivle that a fat
ftrugaie
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truggle fhould enfue!” it is but a fuppof.
tion ! It1s but a poffibility ! What is that fatal
ftruggle but fedition, or a civil war 2 and if that
dces not happen, then yox, a hated and defpifed
King, muit be unhappy s~ but if they fhould
“ no longer confine rheir refentment to a fubmiflive
“reprefentation  of wrongs ; if, following tha
“ glorious example of their anceftors, they fhould
““ no longer appeal to the creature of the confli-
“ tution, but 1o that high being who gave them
“ the rights of humanity, and whofe gifts it were
“ facrilege to furrender ;”"—o, then the fubjeft
has fuftained wrongs ; their rights have been vio-
lated ; it was glorious in our anceftors to ftand
againit the Crown, when they had received wrongas,
and their rights were violated ! then, it is glorious
not to appeal to the Sovereign, the creature of
the conftitution, but to that high being, who gave
them the rights of humanity~—here he clofes it g
“ 1t s not merely treachery, it is not perfdy, it
“ Is not—but, it 1s fucrilege, to furrender thofe
“ rights which have been thus imured ;”—but,
as it this would not do, he reminds him of the
Stuarts, and bids him remember, that as the
Crown was acquired by one revolution, it may be
loft by another..—And as if that was not enough,
having faid that the rights of the fubjedt were
vinlated, and their wrongs thus negleCted, he
concludes the whole, by declaring, that the En-
ghth dare openly afferc their rights, and in 2
juft caufe—a juft cavle 15, where they are fultain-
ing public wrongs, and their rights violated, then
the Englith are to mecet, and are ready to meet.,

This is the language of this paper, this 1s the
ftyle of this defperatc man—the defendant is
charged with publifhing 1t—What detence can
be anticipated ¢ What can we {uggeft to ourfelves
to be the ground upon which any defence can

G be
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be made to this information ? If it 1s faid, thay
the defendant is not the author 5 is then the author
only to be punifhed ? Is a man who writes cri-
minal, and be who diffeminates the poifon, innocent ?
What fignifies all the writers in the werld, if they
are confined to their garrets ? and can’t find
publifhers ; they may write to eternity, and not-
withftanding all their malignity they will do no
damage, I am perfuaded, that the man who
introduces to the public the paper firft written, is
full as criminal as the writer., You will then af-
fect the liberty of the prefs !—The liberty of the
prefs is as facred as the conftitution itfelf, and is an
effential part of it, {o1s my liberty to move, as I
pleafe, to fay what I think, and to act as I think ;
but I muft not employ my tongue, my hand, nor
fword, to the prejudice of another man ; nor mufl
you ufe your érade to the prejudice of another man ;
but he is not the firffi publifher perhaps ! the firff
paper was publithed on the 1gth of December—
this was advertifed a few days afterwards, and
publifhed and {old, I believe, on the firft or fe-
eond of January, 1770. It 1s not in the power of
any officer, whofe duty it i1s to bring into execu-
tion the public laws, to impeach, or to arraign
offences of this fort during the ntervals of the
terms : or when no Grand Fury *, or Courts are
fitting. I thought it my duty, and I think I
fhould have deferved to have forfeited much
more than my office, if 1 had been wanting in
it, IVith a much difpatch and expedition as I coul,
I thought fit to take public wotice of thefe publice-

t1ois,

B

* The Wefiminfter Grand Jury, beforc whom this matter
was proper/y cognizable (the defendant living in Weftminiter)
fat on Wednelday the third of January, and continued fitting
the fourth, fifth, and fixth days of the {ame month, all which
were withta a few days after the publication.
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tions *. 1 beleve there is oxe perfonm——Iiiness
has been the occafion of his not being brought
to a trial now——OTHERS are nyw depending 1.
This perfon publifhed this paper.—{ would not

aggravate

#—WM

* The whole of this aflertion is utterly falfe, Tha paper
was publifhed, or rather the London Mufeum, conta.ning the
paper, was fold'at Mr. Almon’s, on the firft day of Junuary,
1770, and a bill of indiment might have been preferred
againft him to the Grand Jury of Weitmintler, by, end before
whom this matter was properdy copnizable, on tic third,
fourth, fifth, or fixth days of that month, for upon each of
thole days that Grand Jury was fit&ng, which would have
been ¢ taking public notice with as much difpatch and ex-
« pedition as he could,” and would have been likewife the
regular and legal mode of proceeding. Dut the fadt is, M.
Attorney-General did not chufe to prefer a bill of indictment
to the Grand Jury. He knew very well that every fyllable
of the offenfive paper was Trur, and he was afraid the
Grand jury would EIlquire Into the metives of this _p.'ar.ffrn!ar
profecution, as well as into the contents and weracity of the
paper itfelf, The Grand Jur)’ are {worn o ff'z'.’;::g.fi.'rfj cngnire
and trug prefentment mase, and not 10 find againg ony perfen for
batred or malice. And the paper being moferioufy true and
the profecution apparentdy malicions, he durt not truft the
charge with a Grand Jury. But he waited 7n fecrer till Hil-
lary term, whick did not begin ll the twenty-third day of
January, 1770, and then filed an information, notin confe-
quence of a motion madc in spen Court, but privatefy, that
15, ex officio, in the Crown Office.

1 With an affelted air of fincerity, there is great art
in thi; paffage, which indeed cannot be made appear [o
ftrongly upon paper, as it did by the emphafis in {peak-
ing. By the words oxe pryiz, and oTHERS are moww depend-
ing, Mr. Attorney could nui poffibly meun any thing but the
oviginal publifbery and the re-publifhers. Now the racT s,
that here again he wuft know, he was advaicing a falfbsod
1n which he could have no other defian but to deceive the
jury 3 1t being verv nataral for the Jury to 2fk one another,
Why 1s this man brought to trial prrore the original pub-
hiher ? The Attorney-General, with great caution, takes
care to fatisfv them wupen thar head. He aives them to
underftand, that the orisinal publifher 75 iff, and for that rea-
fon his trial has been petiponed. 'The arexe/s of this par;

G 2 0
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aggtavate on one {ide, or extenuate on the other :
I only mean to explain. The paper had been

ublithed ten or eleven days before 7bis was pub.
ifhed. I do verily believe there was not a man
in the kingdom (I am {ure not an honeft man in
the kingdom) who read it, that did not take of-
fence at 1t,—~the exclamation of mankind againft
it was general 5 yet 1n that {ituation 1t was pub-
lithed by the #ow publifber. 1 mention thefe cir-
cumftances to excufe, or rather to explain the
conduct of thofe who have carried on thefe pro-
fecutions. The falts I have mentioned will be
proved—It remains then for you nof to punifh, for
that 15 not the prefent fubject, but to enquire whe-
ther the defendant has committed this crime or

1Ot

Witliam Bibbins called, and examined by Mr. Thur-
loe, the Solhlicitor-General.
9. Do you know Almon’s fhop 1n Piccadilly ?

A. I do ; a bookfeller’s fhop.
Q. Did

iy el P p————

of the bufinefls would exceed the pofiibility of belief, were
not many perfons well acquainted with the notoriety of 1t.
'The real truth is, the original publither was nor s/ On
the contrary, he was in perfec? health, and attended upon this
very trial, in confequence of a fubpeena on the fide of the
profecution, of which the Attorney-Gemeral could not be 1g-
norant ; and the fubpena was fo particular, that by a note
on the back of it, he was ordered to bring with him the ori-
ginal copy of the advertifement of the L.ndon Mufeum, in-
ferted in his paper. What purpofe the original copy of the
advertifement was intended to anfwer, 1t is impoflide to fay,
as the printer was not examined. But the advertifement
was fhewn about to {everal perfons, and it appeared by
2 note at the bottom of it, to have been inferted in his pa-
per, by the order of Mr. J. Miller, the publifier of the Lon-
don Mufeum. Like fubpeenas were alfo fent to the pub-
luers of the Gazetteer and St. James’s Chronicie, but thx‘i
Atorney-General did not think proper to examine any of
1REM.
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9, Did you at any time buy any paper thers
or hot ¥

A. 1 did.

What did you buy ¢
. The London Mufeum. (produced in Court)

9. Is that the very book you bought ?

A Yes : it 1s.

Q. What day did you buy it ?

A. On the firft of January.

9. From M. Serjeant Glynn.  Be fo good asto
let us know who you are ! ,

A 1 am a meffenger to the prefs,

(The paper was here read,)

Mr. Thurloe. I thall call a witnefs, in order to
fhew, that Almon was one of the original pub-
lithers 3 or, one of the perfons to whom the at-
tention of the public was called in 1hat cha-
ralter.

Mr. Serjeant Glynn to Bibbins. You are a mefs
fenger to the prefs, pleafe to tell us what that of-
fice 1s *

A. It is my bufinefs to buy all political pam.
phlets.

9, Have you a falary for that purpofe ?

A. There 1s a {alary annexed to that office.

9. Then without any diretion whatever, when
a political pamphlet comes out you are to buy it ¢

A Yes.

9. You looked upon this as a political pam-
phlet ?

A Yes: T did.

9. Did you buy all the Mufeums that were
publithed, or only this ?

A. 1 bought them of the publifher mentioned
in the advertfement : I have a ftanding order ;
and never wait for direction.

9. Do you buy all magazines and papers which
come out ?

A It
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A If any thing particulsr 1s advertifed to be
publithed in them, tken I buy them.

9. 1 be.lieve Fumins was advertifed in all the
magazines: Did you buy a/l the magazines ?

A. 1 believe you are miftaken *,

9. Then the falt 15, you did #o# buy all the

magazines !
A. 1 bought all that I knew were publifhed by

him 7.
9. I would

* The witnefs takes as great a latitude as the Attorney-Ge.
neral. The letter of Funius, for the feiling of which the witnefs
informed againft the defendant, was printed in moff 1f not all the
magazines, publithed in London on the firft day of January,
1770. The fa&t of the publication of thefe periodical paiphlets
1s unqueftionable. The publifhers of them, are not menwho a&
in the dark, or who live as if they were afraid to be known,
Their names and places of abode are afiixed to their books,
Somnetimes it happens that other bookfeller’s names, befides
the real publifhers, are placed in the advertifements, but the
firft name 1s always thac of the real publifher ; if the word
publifber may be permitted to be underflood in the ufual and
geneval accepted fenfe.  Indeed, where there 15 no publifher’s
naine to a book or pamphlet, or where the name 1s hétitious,
1t may be right to deem the firft man a publither, who may be
tound feliing. But common fenfe revolts at the idea of pro-
fecuting, and the firft too / a siLLER onLy ; when the reaf
printer and publifber may be eafily come at !

+ There was a report, which this evidence fecems to con-
firm, that informations were drawn againft the defendant, for
{elling, on the firft day of January, 1770, the Freeholders Ma-
gazine, and the Town and Country Magaxine, each contaming
funius’sletter; which, probably, this evidence bought at hus
ihop the {amic morning,~~There 1s not a doubt, that fome co-
pies of almoit every monthly Magazine, are fold at the fhop of
cvery bookfeller in the kingdom ; but can 1t be nght, or 15 1t
reconcileable to any principle of juftice, that 2 man fhould be
er fecuted for omly jelling a book in the courfe of his trade,
v.jtich has been printed and publithed with impunity, by ano-
ther, whofe name is mentioned upon the title page. If the

principle upon which fuch a partial profecution is inf’citut:ﬁi,
¢
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- 9. T would be glad to have it underftood, whe-

ther what you do, 1s done from the idea you haveé
Uf [ht‘ dllty of }'OLII‘ oﬁice, or whethcr you are

fo direted ?
A. From the 1dea of the duty of my office,

9. Have you kept them ever fince ?

A. 1 delivered them to Mr. Francis—and he de-
livered them to me again.

Q, How did you know 1t again ?

A I marked it, and know it to be the fame.

9. You have a {alary for your office 2

A.1am only an alting meflenger,

9. Did you buy the London Magazine * ?

4. 1 did not.

9. Who did you buy it of ?

A. The young man in the thop ; I afked for the
London Mufeum, and he delivered it {0 me,

Nathaniel Crowder, examined by Mr, Moreton,

. Did you buy anv London Mufeum, and
when ? at the defendant’s thop in Piccadilly ?

A. 1 did : this 15 1t=(producing it, and the news
paper produced)

Q. Is that the advertifement of the Britith Mu-
feum ?

4. It s,

Q. Is it that which gave rife to your buying
the paper ?

A. Yes it was.

Lord Mansfield. Tt 1s capable of proof, if the
defendant paus if in.

Moreton, The laft witnefs faid that he bought all

papers of the political kind.
Lord

be pood; then the Minifter, or, which is the fame thing, the
King’s Attorney-General, who always a&s by his direétions,
can at any tune prevent any particular book{eller from follow-
ing his trade, and by that means ruin him.

* Junius’s letter was in the Jondon Magazine,

- T et
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Lord Mansfield. To that he has given a proper

anfwer.

Mr. Davenport. What are you ?

A. 1 {fupply the gentlemen of the Treafury with
all political daily publications.

9. Then you are a {ort of meflenger, employed
by the Treafury to felect all the papers they diret
you to get ? |

A. Yes.

9. You don’t know any thing of the book.

I ling trade ¢ |

A No; I do not.

9, Did they direct to you to go any particulu
fhop ¢

A No?,

9, Who delivered that pamphlet to you at the
fhop ¢

A. A young man ; I cannot tell who he was.

9. What did you afk for ?

A. 1 afked for the London Mufeum, and fome-

body gave me one.

M=r. SErjeEaAnNT GLYNN.

May it pleafe your Lordfhip, and you gen-
tlemen of the Jury, to favour me in the pre-
fent caufe in behalf of Mr. Almon: and gen-
tlemen, out of the concern that I have for my
client, Mr. Almon, it gives me a peculiar fa-
tisfaction, that a caufe of.this nature, affetting
him fo greatly, comes to be tried by gentlemen

of your charatter. Gentlemen, Mr. Almon is
fingled

* This witnefs was the suformer againft Mr. J. Miller (who
is the publifher of the London Mufeum) for printing and pub-
lifhing Junius letter in the London Evening Poft. Is 1t not
extraordinary that he fhould go to Mr. Miller’s, near St.
Paul’s, for the London FEvenng Poft; and then, of his owwn
accord, go to Mr, Almon’s in Piccadilly, (almoft two miles
diftance ') for what he might have had at Mr. Miller’s !
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fingled out for a profecution, as the publifber of
a paper, contatned i a certain pamphler that
comes out monthly, and is called a Ayferm—
for the publication of a paper, that hath fingly
appeared iz alf news papers that have been pub-
lihed. The original publither well known, and
avowing himfelf. I fhould have thought that M,
Almon, upon the evidence of a man, who calls
himfelf a meflenger to the prefs (an office, that
fhould have expired with that odious {yflem of
laws)——Upon the evidence of that man, finding
this book upon a ftall, or delivered to him by a
boy in the fhop, that Mr. Almon fhould now
ftrugele againit being convicted of an ofience, which
would bring upon him, undoubtedly, very fevere
punithment.~Gentlemen, it 18 (in my opinion) a
queftion that goes very far beyond the perion of
Mr. Almon.  If the profecuter had thought pro-
er to bring before you the Awotwi and wvoned
publither of this paper, in b2t cale, the quettion
of the guilt or fnnocence of the paper, would have
been material for your conftderation.  As M,
Almon 1s mow circumftanced, 1if the paper was
meritorions, the merit could wot delong to i, I,
on the other hand, the paper is civiinal, the cit-
minality cannot be imputed fo brm. This oflence
has been deferibed 1n the nformation, and re-
prefented afterwards by M. Attorney-General,
the opening.  Mr. Artorney-General has fawd, that
it was publifhed in the malevolence of the pub-
« fither’s heart, to vihiy and afperfe the Kang
“ upon the throne j tnat it was done with an -
“ tention to excite fedition and detlroction 1t
« kinedom, to divide one part of his Muelty’s
« fubjelts acainft the other; and purlumg tnat

-

«« malevolent intention that prompred the suthor

< to excite diaffeftion to the King, has taken

-

“ that odious and deteftable part ol cxziperating
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